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1P.:!•!!!:~-.!:!•N Saturday, the 5th July, 1924, the opening ceremony of the Summer Games, held in 
celebration of the VIII Olympiad, took place at Colombes. It was a perfect afternoon 
and some sixty thousand spectators had gathered to witness the spectacle. 

The teams of the forty-five competing nations entered the Stadium through the 
Marathon Gate at intervals of 20 metres, in alphabetical order. They were played in 
by the bands of The Garde Republicaine and of the 3rd, 21st, and 46th Regiments of 
the line. 

As each team passed the Tribune of Honour, the standard-bearer lowered his country's flag and saluted 
the President of the French Republic who was seated in the stand. With the President were a number of 
distinguished visitors, including the Prince of Wales and Prince Henry, the Crown Prince of Rumania and 
Prince William of Sweden. 

The British team was led by its captain, P. J. Baker, later to become better known as the Rt. H on. Philip 
Noel-Baker, M.P., Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations, but then renowned for his performances at 
Stockholm in 1912 and at Antwerp in 1920 where he came sixth and second respectively in the 1,500 metres. 

After the teams bad completed the circuit of the track, M. le Comte Clary, President of the French Olympic 
Committee, with Baron de Coubertin at his side, called upon the President of the Republjc to declare the Games 
open. M. Doumergue then did so, and immediately afterwards the Olympic flag was hoisted to the strains of 
Marseillaise, while salvos of artillery crashed out a salute. 

Hundreds of pigeons were released to carry the news to all corners of France and the standard bearers 
massed for the oath of loyalty, taken by George Andre, the Olympic hurdler, on behaJf of all the assembled 
athletes. 

The greatest individual figure to emerge from the Paris Games was Paavo Nurmi, who bad already won 
two gold)lledals at the Antwerp Games in 1920. Now, at the age of twenty-seven, be was at the peak of his 
form winning four gold medals, two of them in record time and within two hours of each other. His great 
victories in the 1,500 metres; the 5,000 .metres; the 3,000 metres team race; and in the 10,000 cross-country 
race were won under gruelling conditions in a shade temperature of 90 degrees fahrenheit 

England's three gold medals in athletics were won by Harold Abrahams, who carried off the 100 metres; 
Eric Liddell who was first in the 400 metres; and Douglas Lowe who won the 800 metres. 

But despite these successes, the U.S.A. was still able to prove its superiority in track and field events. The 
U.S.A. also won the five Lawn Tennis events and the Rugby Football competition, the last time these were in
cluded in an Olympic Games pwgramme. 
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Altogether the U.S.A. won 47 gold medals; 27 silver medals; and 27 bronze medals. 

France put up a good show taking 15 gold medals; L4 silver medals; and 13 bronze medals. They proved 
to be almost unbeatable in the cycling events. 

Finland won 14 gold medals; 13 silver medals; and 10 bronze medals. And Great Britain took 9 gold 
medals; 14 silver medals; and 12 bronze medals. 

These were the four countries that dominated the Paris Games, winning 215 medals between them. The 
remaining 166 medals were shared among 17 countries, the teams of no less than 24 countries returning home 
without a medal between them. 

Four stamps were issued by France to commemorate the Games of the VITI Olympiad as well as one item 
of postal stationery and a set of souvenir postcards. There were aJso two different types of machine cancella
tions advertising the Games and two handstamps in use during the Games. Some of the special labels issued 
were beautifully designed and executed. Among the foreign countries issuing speical labels (vignettes) were 
Estonia and Switzerland, while Uruquay issued a set of three stamps and a special postmark to commemorate 
its victory in the Association Football competition. 

* * * 

For the first time, Winter Sports were held in connection with the celebration of an Olympiad. It is true 
that ice-skating bad been included in the Games held in London in 1908; in Stockholm in 1912; and in Antwerp 
in 1920 when ice-hockey had also been introduced. But now a separate series of Winter Olympic Games had 
been started, the first taking place at Chamonix Mont-Blanc from the 25th January to the 5th February, 1924. 

Eighteen nations competed in a series of events that included Speed Skating, Figure Skating, Ice Hockey, 
Curling, Bobsleigh Races, Ski Racing, Ski Jumps and even mountaineering. 

Great Britain won the Curling and the Mountaineering, Lieutenant Colonel E. L. Strutt, D.S.O. being 
presented at the closing ceremony with the Medals and Diplomas awarded by the French Olympic Committee 
to the Moun t Everest Expedition for the greatest feat of mountain climbing during the period of the Olympic 
Games. 

In the final classification of nations Norway and Finland were first and second respectively, while only a 
point separated Great Britain, in third place, from the U.S.A. in fourth place. 

* * * 

In 1925, the International Olympic Congress was held in Prague, and Czechoslovakia overprinted three 
stamps of President Masaryk in commemoration. A special postmark was also used as well as a set of 
souvenir postcards. 
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1924 (lOc. and 2Sc. issued 1st April; 30c. and SOc. isstred 25th May). Designed by E. Becker. l Oc. and SOc. 
engraved by C. Parison; 2Sc. and 30c. engraved by G. Daussy. Typographed by the French Government 
Printing Works, Paris. Peri. 14 x 13! or 13! x 14. No watermark. Printed in sheets of 150 stamps but cut 
into half sheets of three panes each (5 x S) be[ore being issued to Post Offices [or sale. See diagrams o[ half 
sheets on page 29. 

(21) Athlete giving Olympic 
salute with Stadium and Arc 
dt' Triomphe in background. 

(24) Victorious athlete. 

NORMALS 
30 (21) I Oc. (green and yellow green). 
31 (22) 25c. (deep and dull carmine). 
32 (23) 30c. (red and black). 
33 (24) 50c. (ultramarine and blue). 

Note: The numbers issued have been 
stated to have varied from 45,000 for 
the 30c. value to 9,000,000 for the 25c. 
value, but there has bee11 110 official 
verification of these figures. 
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(22) Allegorical figure holding 
reconstructed model of Victory 
of Samothrace with Norre Dame 
and Pont Neuf in the background. 

SHADES 

Th.: colours given as normal in the 
previous column. are as described in 
the Stanley Gibbons Europe and Colouies 
Catalogrle ( 1959 edition). 

In the Catalogue Descripiif des 
Varietes de Fm11ce (2nd edition. 1949). 
published by the Office Philatelique de 
Paris, the following shades are recorded. 

JOe. Yellow-green and grey-green. 
Yellow-green and green. 
Deep yellow-green and green. 
Pale green and green. 

25e. Carmine and rose-red. 
D eep carmine and light rose. 
Bright carmine and carmine-red. 
Rose and PaJe rose. 

30c. Black and dull red. 
Grey-black and brown-red. 

50c. Blue a.nd ultramarine. 
Blue and pale ultramarine. 
Deep blue and bright ultramarine 
Black-blue and ultramarine. 

Note: lrr the Errglislr catalogue, the 
<"olour of the cerrtre of the stamp i.r 
gil•e11 first. lrr the French catalogr!e , 
1he colour of the /rtmre is giverr first. 

VARIETIES 

30 (21) 1 Oc. (green and yellow-green). 

a. Imperforate. 
b. Printed on thin yellowish paper. 

c. Partly printed on reverse side. 
d. " Ring on Finger" and broken "9" 

in " 1924." (Both flaws on Stamp 
No. 49 of left-hand half sheet). 

e. White line under " Paris" and white 
spot above. (Stamp No. 70 of 
right-hand half sheet). 
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31 (22) 25c. (deep and dull carmine). 
a. Imperforate. 
b. Printed on thin yellowish paper. 
c. Panly printed on reverse side. 
d. Imperf. between two stamps. 
e. "19241" instead of ''1924" caused 

by imperfect register. 
f. Cleavage between head and 

•·Olympiade" caused by imperfect 
register. 

g. Vertical lines of colour to the Jeit 
of ' 'F" in ''RF." 

b. Bar of colour joining ' 'RF" to 
frame. 

i. Break in frame below "Y" of 
"Olympiade" and small spot under 
first "s" of "Postes." 

j. Break above " P" of •· Paris." 
k. Break in frame at left of "P" in 

"Postes." 
I. Thin bar of colour joining frame 

lines at left of ''P" in " Postes." 

32 (23) 30c. (red and black). 
a. Imperforate. 
b. Printed on thin yellowish paper. 
c. Printed with double centre. 
d. Gummed on front and back. 

33 (24) 50c. (ultramarine). 
a. Imperforate. 
b. Printed on thin greyish paper. 
c. Partly printed on reverse side. 
d. "5'' of "50" and "RF" joined to 

frames by bars of colour. 

Besides the above, there arc numerous 
examples of displaced centres and defec
tive impressions caused by bad printing. 

There are perforation varieties caused 
by the pins striking down the centres of 
the stamps (A cheval) instead of down 
the sides : and even oblique perforations. 
There is a lso a variety caused by the pins 
striking between the lower frame lines 
and the designer's and engraver's names. 
This has the effect of placing the names 
at the top of the s tamp instead of at 
the bottom. 

Further varieties are known to have 
been caused by particles of paper f rom 
the perforation holes dropping on to the 
plates during printing. 

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR iLLUSTRA
TIONS OF MAJOR VARIETIES AND 
DIAGRAMS SH OWING THE LAY
OUT OF SHEETS AND PANES. 



SHEET POSITIONS OF VARIETIES 

Panes from the left-hand half of a sheet of horizontal stamps are distinguishable by a wider left-hand 
margin and three irregular boles in the bottom margin punched under Stamp No. 7l. Panes from the right
band half have a wider margin on the right and three irregular holes punched in the bottom margin under 
Stamp No. 75. In the case of vertical stamps, the top half bas the wider margin at the top and the holes to the 
right of Stamp No. 55, while the bottom half has a wider margin at the bottom and the boles to the right of 
Stamp No. 75. See diagrams of half sheets below. 

I 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

II 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 32 33 34 35 

36 37 38 39 40 

41 42 43 44 45 

46 47 48 49 50 

51 52 53 54 55 

56 5J 58 59 60 

61 62 63 64 65 

66 67 68 69 70 

7 1 72 73 74 75 

Half-sheet of horizonta l stamps with 
horizontal panes. 

I 2 3 4 5 26 27 28 29 30 

6 7 8 9 10 31 32 33 34 35 

II 11 JJ 14 15 36 37 38 39 40 

16 17 18 19 20 41 42 43 44 45 

21 22 J' 
-~ 24 25 46 47 48 49 50 

5.1 52 

56 57 

61 62 

(i(, 67 

71 72 

Wl 
3ud (21) ''Ring on Finger" and broken "9" in "1924:· These flaws 
both occur on Stamp No. 49 of left-hand half sheet. 

JOe (21) White llne under 
" Paris" and white spot 
above. Stamp No. 70 of 
right-hand ha lf sheet. 

53 54 55 

58 59 60 

63 64 65 

68 69 70 

73 74 75 

31 e (22) "19241" instead 
of " 1924." This flaw might 
occur anywhere. 

31 f (22) Cleavage between 
head and "Oiympiade" 
caused by imperfect register. 

Half-sheet of vertical stamps with vertical panes. 
33d (24) "5" of " 50" and 
"RF'' joined to frames. 
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Unadapted essay. D esigned 
by E. Becker and engraved 
by G. Daussy. Frame only. 

As above but complete 
design showing the ancient 
Roman arena at Nimes. 

PROOFS AND ESSAYS 

A 
NUMBER of proofs and colour trials of the issued stamps 
are known to exist. particularly of the 30c. value. There is 
also a de luxe proof wth all four values printed on it. 

This is more like an imperforate miniature sheet. Only 153 copies 
were distributed so it is quite a rarity. 

Of much greater interest. however, are the proofs of an 
unadopted essay for the 50c. value designed by E. Becker and 
engraved by G. Daussy. These are said to exist in 16 
different colours. The author has examples in four different 
single colours- magenta, prussian blue, yellow-green and blue
green; and in four different combinations of two colours-mauve 
and brown, red-brown and light blue, red and pale green. deep 
yellow and brown. He also has a proof of the frame only in 
black. 

This unadopted essay is believed to exist with"40" in the value table instead of "50" but the author has 
not seen U1is. He would be pleased to hear from readers having examples of this. He would also be pleased 
to hear from anyone having proofs of the unadopted essay for the 50c. value in any colours oilier than those 
listed above. 

RtPtJBLIQ E F'RA~<;: \ISE 

CARTE POST ALE 

The above postcard, wilh 30c. Olympic Games stamp printed on it in the original colours, is believed to be the tirst piece of postal 
stationery ever to be issued for the Olympic Games by any country i.n the world l(PSl) 

30 



SOUVENIR OF THE VIII OLYMPIAD 

THE illustrations on the next page show the cover of a packet of postcards issued to commemorate the 
Olympic Games in Paris in 1924, and the address side of one of the postcards contained in the packet. 

Printed on the postcard, in green, is a 15c. Pasteur stamp, which was not issued as a adhesive until the 
19th September, 1924, nearly two months after the end of the Olympic Games. 

Readers will note that the small Pasteur stamp does not fill the space that appears to have been left for a 
larger, horizontal commemorative. From this it would seem that the postcards were originally sold unstamped, 
and that these particular ones were subsequently stamped to order. 

The pictorial sides of the eight postcards contained in the packet a re illustrated below considerably re· 
duced in size. 

2 (PS2) 3 (PS2) 4 (PS2) 5 {PS2) 

• • 
~JEUX OLYMPIOUES 

6 (PS2) 7 (PS2) 8 (PS2) 9 (PS2) 
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CARTE PO STALE 
C) ~0-'-- "~ -

'I . 

Address side of post card as described on previous page (PS2) 

Cover of packet of post cards mentioned on previous page. 
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SYRIA AND THE LEBANON 

ON TilE 8th June, 1924, the four stamps issued by France to commemorate the Olympic Games in 
Paris, were issued surcharged in French for use in Syria. And on the 15th June, they were issued 
similarly surcharged for use in Lebanon. 

On the 25th September, however, further quantities of these stamps were issued surcharged in French and 
Arabic for use in Lebanon. And on the following day they were issued similarly surcharged for use in Syria. 

Thus we have two series of surcharges for both colonies, one series in French only and the other series in 
French and Arabic. 

Most of the varieties on the original stamps issued by France are also to be found on the stamps surcharged 
for Syria and Lebanon. But in addition there are a large number of varieties in the surcharges themselves. 

FIRST SERIES 
(In French only) 

SYRIE 

I PIASTRE 25 
(S6) 

SYRIE 

1.50 

PIASTRE 

(S7) 

30 (21) S6 SYRIE 50 CENTIEMES on IOc. 
a. Surchar~te inverted. 
b. " I PIASTRE 25" instead of "50 CENTIEMES.' ' 

31 (22) S6 SYRTE I PIASTRE 25 on 25c. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 
b. Inverted "S" in " PIASTRE." 

32 (23) S7 SYRIE 1.50 PIASTRE on JOe. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 
b. Double surcharge. 

33 (24) S7 SYRIE 2.50 PIASI'RES on 50c. 
b. Surcharge partly doubled. 

GRAND LIBAN 

50 CENTIEMES 
(58) 

GRAND 

LIBAN 

2,50 

PIASTRES 
(59) 

JO (21) S8 GRAND UBAN 50 CENTIEMES on JOe. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 
b. Surcharge printed on back of stamp. 

31 (22) S8 GRAND LIBAN 1 PIASTRE 25 on 25c. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 
b. Double surcharge. 
c. "PIASTRE 25" instead of "I PIASTRE 25." 

32 (23) S9 GRAND LIBAN 1.50 PIASTRE on JOe. 
a. Surcharge inverte<!. 
b. Small "g" in "gRAND." 
c. Inverted ··v" instead of "A" in '"PIASTRE." 

J3 (24) S9 GRAND LffiAN 2.50 PIASTRES on 50c. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 
b. Small " g" in "gRAND." 
c. Inverted " V" instead of '"A" in '"PIASTRE ... 
d. Misplaced surcharge. 
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SECOND SERIES 
(In French and Arabic) 

Gd Liban 
0. P. 50 

J.~' .:.4-1 
..,: ,.,, 'lr 

(SIO) 

JO (21) SIO Gd. Liban o.P.50 on IOc. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 
b. Surcharge across two stamps (A cheval). 
c. Surcharged stamp se tenant 

with unsurcharged stamp 

31 (22) SIO Gd. Liban I.P.25 on 25c. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 

32 (23) SIO Gd. Liban I.P.50 on JOe. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 

3J (24) SIO Gd. Liban 2.P.50 on 50c. 
a. Surcharge inverted. 

Syrie 
o. P. 5o 

~),... 

..j,.JI 1/l 

(SII ) 

30 (21) Sll Syrieo.P.50on JOe. 

31 (22) Sll Syrie I.P.25 on 25c. 

32 (23) Sll Syrie l .P.50 on 30c. 
a. Surcharge partly doubled. 

33 (2A) Sll Syrie 2.P.50 on 50c. 



10 (P6) Handstamp 
used at the Colombes 
0 I y m pi c Stadium 
during the period of 

the Games. 

ll (P6) Handstamp 
used at the Colombes 
0 1 y m p i c Village 
during its occupation 

by athletes. 

SPECIAL CANCELLATIONS 
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JEUX OLYMPIOUES 
PARIS 

MAI-JU IN -JUILLET 
192 4 

12 (P7) Machine Cancellation used to publicise 
the Games from the following Post Offices: 

a. Bordeaux-Gironde. 
b. Le Havre-Seine infer. 
c. Lyon-Garc-Rhone. 
d. Paris-Depart. 
e. Paris-Care St. Lazare. 
f. Paris 47- R. La Boetie. 

g. Pari.s 117-Rue des Halles. 
b. Paris X-Quai Valmy. 
i. Paris XVI- Piace Chopin. 
j. Paris XVU- R. Jouffroy. 
k. Paris XVTII- R. de Clignancourt. 

JEUX OLYMPIQUES 

---PAR IS---

MAI-JUIN-JUILLET 
1924---

13 (P8) Continuous Machine Cancellation used 
to publicise the Games from the following Post 
Offices: 

a. Paris-Care d'Austerlitx. 
b. Pari.s-Gare de !'Est. 
c. Paris 5-l av. de Ia Republique. 
d. Paris 26--R. du Faubg. St. Denis. 
e. Paris XTV- Av. d'Orleans. 
f . P.P.-Paris XlV. 

14 (P9) Continuous Machine Cancellation as 
previous type but smaller and with the date in a 
single line. Used only from the following Post 
Offices: 

a. Paris 24-R. de Clery. 
b. Colombes-Seine. 



SPECIAL LABELS OR VIGNETTES 

T WO very beautiful vignettes were issued by France to advertise the Olympic Games in Paris in 1924. One 
showed a number of athletes g.iving the Olympic Salute and the other showed a Javelin Thrower. These 
were issued in se tenant pairs. Several other vignettes were issued both by France and by other countries 

They are a ll scarce and some are extremely rare. 

Special Labels: (Ll4) and (LIS) ~e temwr. 

44 (Ll4) Black and Green. 
45 (L14) Black and Orange. 
46 (Ll4) Black and Brown. 
47 (L14) Black and Violet. 
48 (LIS) Black and Green. 
49 (LlS) Black and Orange. 
50 (LlS) Black and Brown. 
51 (LIS) Black and Violet. 

Note: Ma11y shade varieties of the above are k.IIOWII. 

A Special Label exists bearing lhe Arms of Paris 
in Red with similar wording to the above in Blue, 
Cat. No. 52 (L16) ; and there is a Special Label 
advertising " le Grande Revue Olympique" at the 
Casino de Paris, with White lettering on a Red ground. 
Cat. No. 53 (L17). 

Another Special Label is said lo e"ist with the Latin 
words "Citius. Altius, Fortius" and the French words 
"Comite International Olympique." Cat. No. 54 (Ll8). 
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Apan from the Special Labels issued by France, the 
following were issued by other countries: 55 (Ll9) Red, 
issued by the Italian National Olympic Committee; 
56 (L20) Grey and Black; 57 (L20) Rose and Brown, 
58 (LZO) Violet; 59 (L20) Red-Violet, issued by 
Poland: and 60 (L21) a multi-coloured Special Label 
issued by lbe Hungarian ALhletic Council. 

Special Label (L22). Issued by Estonia. 

61 (L22) . ....... ... ... ... ... . Red 

62 (L22) ..................... Green 

63 (L22) ........... ..........•.. Blue 

64 (L22) .................... . Brown 

65 (L22) ........ ... ... ... .... Violet 

Note: The Special Label 52(Ll6) issued by Fra11ce is 

said to have bee11 overpri11ted i11 violet EESfO 
SPORDI KESKLliT across three Labels a11d re

issued by Esto11ia. 



THE FIRST BRITISH OLYMPIC LABEL 

I N 1924, for the first time ever. a British sporting body issued a Special Label for the 
purpose of raising funds to enable a team to participate in the Olympic Games, 

The sporting body was the Amateur Swimming Association; and the money rais
ing effort was the British Swimmers Olympic Fund. 

Booklets of the Special Labels, or "Stamps" as they were called, were issued, 
each containing 60 "Stamps" to be sold at ld. each. The "Stamps" were in panes 
of six-ten panes to a booklet; and each booklet was numbered. 

Special Label (L23) 
66 (L23) • . • Black and Red 

on Orange. 

The British Swimmers Olympic Fund was specifically for the "preparation, training and selection of British 
Swimmers to represent Great Britain at the Olympic Games at Paris, 1924." This was stated on the cover of 
each booklet. as was the fact that "Any further information may be obtained from; money remitted to; and 
further books issued by the Representative in your Country or district. A. J . Perring, 10 Tollington Place, 
Tollington Park, London, N.4." 

The British team did its best to uphold the prestige of Great Britain at the Olympic Games, but the results 
fell far short of expectations. None of the British men were placed in the first three in any of the six events 
on the programme, although a third place was secured in the diving. 

F.S.S.A. •. S.R.:V. 
lES RAMElJ.RSSUISSESAlA 

OlE SCHWBZER~Eti RUO£RER AN 061 

VIII . OLY MPIADE 
PARIS 13-17 JUIUET 19'24 

Special Label (L24). Issued by Switzerland 
67 (L24) Brown and Blue. 

Note: Switurland also i.s.vued two Special Labt"is to 
commemorate th<! participation of Swiss Cyclists in 

the VIII Olympiad. Cat. No. 68 (US) in German; 

and 69 (L2J) in French. 

The ladies did considerably better with Miss E. 
Morton winning the 200 Metres Breaststroke; Miss P. 
M. Harding being placed second in the 100 Metres 
Backstroke; and the relay team gaining second place 
to the Americans in the 400 Metres event. As usual, 
the Americans again dominated the situation. The 
popular Johnny WeismuUer, later to star as "Tarzan" 
in a well-known series of films depicting the adventures 
of "Tarzan of the Apes," won both the 100 Metres and 
400 Metres Free Style, knocking four seconds off the 
Olympic Record for the 100 Metres and no .less than 
20 seconds off the Olympic Record for the 400 Metres. 

A young American lady who showed great promise, 
swimming first in the winning 400 Metres Relay team 
and being placed third in two other finals, was Gertrude 
Ederle who later swan1 the English Channel. 

The championships were held in the open swimming 
bath built especially for the Olympic Games by the 
Municipal Council of Paris at Tourelles. adjoining the 
Porte de Lilas. The swimming bath was a long way 
from the centre of Paris and also from the Olympic 
Village a t Colombes, but in spite of this hundreds bad 
to be refused admittance each day. 
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URUGUAY 

THE ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT drew great crowds to the Stadium at Colombes 
during the latter part of May and the beginning of June, providing proof of the rapid strides made by 
the game during the four years since the previous Olympic Games. Great Britain, however, did not send 

a team to take part in the tournament. The question of amateurism, then still unsettled by the International 
Football Federation, was the stumbling block. Twenty-three countries entered teams. 

In the first round Uruguay beat Jugoslavia by 7 goals to nil; while Switzerland beat Lithuania by 9 goals 
to nil. In the second round Uruguay beat the United States by 3 goals to nil: while Switzerland beat Czecho
slovakia by 1 goal to nil. Uruguay went on to win their third round tie against France by 5 goals to I ; while 
Switzerland went on to beat Italy by 2 goals to l. 

The semi-final ties were played off on the 5th and 6th of June, Uruguay beating Holland by 2 goals to I ; 
and Switzerland beating Sweden, also by 2 goals to 1. 

The final match drew a capacity crowd of sixty thousand, another ten thousand failing to gain admission 
but patiently waiting for the result outside. 

(25) Headless Statue of Victory dug up 
at Samothrace and now in the Louvre 

Museum, Paris. 

The stamps were prinled by Munoz & Co. and issued in 
sheets of 20. There were two printings differing slightly in 
shade. 

There was also a special printing on lemon paper. This 
was not sold to the general public but distributed in special 
souvenir folders to tbe heads of governments and international 
sporting association. Only 500 were issued. 

All three values are known imperf. and the 2 centesimos 
is known impcrf. between two stamps. 

34 (25) 2 centesimos (rose) 
a. On lemon paper. 
b. Imperforate. 
c. lmperf. between two stamps. 

35 (25) 5 centesimos (magenta) 
a. On lemon paper. 
b. Imperforate. 

36 (25) 12 centesimos (sky-blue) 
a. On lemon paper. 
b. Imperforate. 
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Those who did get in to see the game, were 
treated to an exhibition of fast and clean football. 
Switzerland were very much on the defensive for 
long periods in the first half but managed to keep 
out the opposition until just before half-time when 
the Uruguayans went ahead. 

In the second half the Uruguayans dominated 
the play and ran out worthy winners by 3 goals to 
nil. 

The match to determine third place was play~d 
on the 8th June by the two beaten semi-finalists, 
Sweden and Holland and resulted in a draw, each 
side having scored a goal each after extra time. In 
the replay, Sweden beat Holland by 3 goals to 1. 

IVR,VGV~YI 
CAM PEON MUNDIAL --
---DE FOOTBALL 

15 (PIO) Machine Cancellation also used to celebrate the 
victory of the Uruguayan football team in the Olympic 

Games. 



INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC CONGRESS 

T HE SUPREME AUTHORITY in all things connected with the Olympic Games is the International 
Olympic Congress comprising members of the International Olympic Committee, together with 
representatives from the National Olympic Committees and the various International Federations. The 

Congress normally meets once every four years, usually in the second year of the Olympiad. In between 
Congresses, the International Olympic Committee, which meets once a year, is the controlling body and is 
responsible for convening Congresses. There is an Executive Committee that meets every quarter and decides 
questions of an urgent nature. 

The International Olympic Committee was instituted by the first International Olympic Congress held in 
Paris in 1894. Baron Pierre de Coubertio was elected President and remained President until 1925. He resigned 
at the Congress held in Prague during that year and nominated Count Baillet-Latour to be his successor. 

It was at the International Congress held io Prague in 1925 that the amateur definition governing participa
tion in the Olympic Games was formulated. 

Special Postcard. One of five, each issued with wording in one of the five different Olympic colours. 10 (PS3) Blue; 
II (PS3) Yellow; 12 (PS3) Black; 13 (PS3) Green ; 14 (PS3) Red. 
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16 (PJJ) Handstamp in 
use only from the 
24th May to the 26th 
June. 1925. at the Special 
Congress Post Office. 

17 (P12) SpeciaJ Machine Cancellation 
advertising Internationa l Olympic 

Congress held at Prague. 

OLYMPIC 

(26) Stamp with embossed overprint. 

37 (26) SOb. green opt. black. 
38 (26) IOOh. carmine opt. black. 
39 (26) 200h. blue opt. red . 

REVIEW 
Editor: ERNEST TRORY 

THE ONLY PHILATELIC MAGAZINE DEVOTED 
EXCLUSIVELY TO NEWS OF THE 

OLYMPIC GAMES 

Available by subscription on ly 

7s. 6d. or $1.25 per 4 issues including postage. Please add 25c. for Bank charges 
if paying by cheq ue from Canada or the U.S.A. 

Articles on old Olympic issues - Information on new 1ssues - Stamps - Postal 
Stationery - Air letters - Postmarks - Vignettes 

Order now from 
CRABTREE PRESS LTD., 57 TIVOLI CRESCENT, BRIGHTON, SUSSEX, ENGLAND 
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APPENDIX TO PART III 

SINCE WE PUBLISHED the first three parts of this work, a very comprehensive catalogue of Olympic 
Games Vignettes has been published in German by the lead ing specialist in this field. Mr. Paul F. 
Rampacher of Hungary. 

T his catalogue has been of considerable assistance to us in extend ing the scope of our own researches and so 
many new sea ls and vignettes have now come to light that it is impossible to fit tbem a ll into our existing 
system of cata logue numbering. 

We have. therefore, renumbered all the Seals and Vignettes issued up to 1924 as fo llows: 

OLYMPIAD (1896-1899) 
I (Sl) 

II OLYMPIAD tt900-1903) 

Round Seal in Blue with word
ing in White. "Comitc Inter
national Olympique-1894." 

No Seals of Vigneues known. 

Ill OLYMPIAD (1904-1907) 

I (Vl) Red 
a. Perf. Itt 

2 (Vl ) Green 
a. Perf. I I t 

3 (Vl) Blue 
a. Perf. l i t 

4 (Vl) Brown 
a. Perf. l i t 

5 (Vl) Violet 
a. Perf. l it 

6 (VJ) Grey 
a. Perf. li t 

7 (VI) Gold 
a. Per£. li t 

IV O LYM PIAD (1908-J9Jl) 
8 (V2) Red 

a. lmpcrf. 
9 (V2) Green 

a. lmperf. 
10 (V2) Blue 

a. lmperf. 
II (V2) Orange 

a. lmperf. 
12 (V2) Brown 

a. lmpcrf. 

V OLYMPIAD (1912-1915) 

13 (VJ) Chine~ 

14 (VJ) Czech 
15 (V3) Duich 
16 (VJ) English 

a. lmperf. 
17 (VJ) Finnish 
18 (VJ) French 

a. lmpcrf. 
19 (V3) German 

a. lmpcrf. 
20 (V3) Greek 
21 (VJ) Hungarian 
22 (V3) ha lia n 

a. lmpr rf. 
23 (VJ) Japanese 
24 (VJ) Portuguese 
25 (VJ) R ussian 
26 (V3) Spanish 
27 (V3) Swedish 
28 (VJ) Turki ~h 

Vertical Vigneue (26mm. x 
53mm.) Perf. 13. " Jeux 
Olympiqucs lntemationaux -
Athcncs- 1906 - 22 Avril -
2 Mai.'' 

Horizontal Vigneue (52mm. x 
28mm.). Perfora ted. " Briti sh 
Olympic Committee- Franco
British Exhibition- London-
1908 - Exposition F ranco
Anglaisc." 

Vertical Vignette (43mm. x 
57mm.). Multicoloured with 
wording in White. "Olympic 
Games-Stockholm 1912- 29th 
June-22nd July." In sixteen 
dilfcrem languages. Perforated. 

Note: There is also a matchbox label similar to V3 but 
3Jmm. x 50mm. (imperforate) with the wording "0/ympiska 
Spe/en -Stockholm 1912 - Ensamratt tor distribution -
C(fl'/ Westerberg- z," 

29 (V4) 
a. With tab 

30 (VS) White 
31 (VS) Green 
32 (VS) Gold 
33 (VS) Orange 

34 (V6) Red 
35 (V6) Green 
36 (V6) Blue 
37 (V6) Brown 
38 (V6) Grey 

VI OLYMPIAD (1.916-1919) 
39 (V7) 

40 (V8) 

41 (V9) Di~cu> Thrower 
a. Blk. insL.ead of Grey. 

42 (VlO) Runner 
a. Blk. instead of Grey. 

43 (Vll) Wrestler 
a . Blk. instead of Grey. 

44 (V12) Archer 
a. Blk. instead of Grey. 

45 (VI3) Jumper 
a. Blk. instead of Grey. 

46 (VI4) Fencer 
a. Blk. instead of Grey. 

47 (VIS) Rider 
a. Blk. instead or Grey. 

48 (Vl6) Javelin Thrower 
n. Blk. instead of Grey. 

49 (Vl7l Shot Puller 
a. Blk. instead of Grey. 

50 (Vl8l Boxer 
a. Blk. instead of Grey. 

Vertical Vigncue (24mm. x 
48mm.). Black on White with 
wording in White. Perforated. 
··ostcrreich in Stockholm-
1912." 

Vertical Vigncl!e (2lmm. x 
44mm.). Black on White or 
Colour with wording in Wthite 
or Colour. Imperforate. 
"0lymp. Reigen- VI'M." 

Venical Vignelle (43mm. x 
66mm.). Perforated. "XX 
Anniversaire du Ret.ablissement 
1894 des Jeux Olympiques 
1914-Stade de Chatby
Aicxandria (Egyptc)-3. 4 et 
5 Avril 1914." 

Vertical Vignette (36mm. x 
54mm.l. Perforated. Red and 
Black with wording in White 
and Black. "Oiympiadc 1916 
Berlin - Propagandamarke des 
Deutschen Rcich~verbands fur 
Athletik." 

Vertical Vigncue (35mm. x 
50mm.). Multicoloured with 
wording in Yellow. Perforated. 
"Oiympischc Spicle-Berlin-
1916." 

Vertical Vigncue. (40mm. K 

61mml. Perforated. Green, 
Gold and Grey. Various 
Athletes. "Oiympischcs Spicle 
- Berlin- 1916.' ' 



VI OLYMPIJ\D (Contd.) 

51 (V I9) 

52 (V20) 

VU OLYMPI.J\D (1920-1923) 

53 (V21) Red 
54 (V21) Green 
55 (V21) Blue 
56 (V21) Brown 
57 (V21) Violet 

58 (V2l) 

59 (V23) 

V UI OLYMPIAD (19:24-1921) 

60 (V23) Black & Green 
61 (V23) Black & Orange 
62 (V23) Black & Brown 
63 (V23) Black & Violet 

64 (V24) Black & Green 
65 (V24) Black & Orange 
66 (V24) Black & Brown 
67 (V24) Black & Violet 

Vertical Vigneuc (43mm. x 
63mm.l. Perfomted. Gold 
and Black and Green with 
wording in Black and Green. 
·· Nederlandsch Olympisch 
Comite - Zendt Geldlijke 
Bijdragc-19. P.C. Hoofstraat 
A'dam:· 

Vertical Vigneuc (29mm. x 
45mm.). Perforated . . Blue and 
Gold on White with wording 
in Blue and Gold. "Frangang 
Forpliktar - Medvcrka Vid 
Nationalinsam - Lingen For 
Olympiska Spelen - I Berlin 
191 6." 

Venical Vigneue (33mm. x 
55mm.). Usua lly perfora ted on 
three sides. "VIle O lympiade 
1920- Anvers- Amwerpen
Belgiquc-Belgie. ·· 

Vertica l Vigneue (26mm. x 
42mm.). Perforated. Red on 
White. "Timbre Olympique 
Suisse - Schweiz Olympische 
Marke - Anvers - 1920 -
Amwerpen." 

Horizontal Vigneue (46mm. x 
32mm.l. Perforated. Multi
coloured. " Kerjuk 1920-Ban 
A Magyar Olimpiaszt. ·· 

Vertical Vigncue (28mm. x 
43mm.). Perfor.ued. Athletes 
giving Olympic Salute. " Parh 
1924-Vll le Otympiadc-Jeux 
Olympiqucs." 
Vertical Vignenc (28mm. x 
43mm.}. Perforated. Javelin 
Thrower. "VIlle Olympiadc
Jeux Olympiques-Paris 1924." 

Note: The two viguelles described above were issued i11 
se-teuaut pairs. Matl)l distiuc1ive shades of the above colours 
are kuowu. 

68 (V25) 

69 (V26) Red 
a. lmperf. 

70 (V26) Grc:en 
a. lmperf. 

71 (V26) Blue 
a. Tmperf. 

72 (V26) Brown 
a. lmperf. 

7 3 (V26) Violet 
a. lmperf. 

Horizontal Vigncnes (70mm. x 
51 mm.). lmper[orate. Arms of 
Paris in Red with word ing in 
Blue. .. Jeux Olympiques -
Paris - 1924." 

Horizontal Vignette (32mm. x 
25mm.l. Perforated. Ancient 
sailing ship. Wording in colour. 
''5 \ii - VIll Olympiaad Parii~is 
1924." 

No1e: A large example of the above (42mm. x 32mm.) is 
knowu i11 Red aud ImperforaTe. This is a proof. The 
' 'iguenes (V26) are also kuow11 with the wordiug ·· £es1i Spordi 
Kesk/ii(' in VioleT across 1hrn vigue/Tes. 

ii 

2 (52) Red 
a. Carmine instead of 

Red. 

74 (V27) 

75 ( V28) Grey "5" 
opt. Black 

76 (V28) Grey "10" 
opt. Black 

77 (V28) Rose ''10" 
opt. Brown 

78 (V28) Grey "5'' opt. 
Black & Sur
charged Mk 50" 

79 (V28) Rose •· )()" 
opt. " Mk 100" 

so (V29) 

Sl (VJDJ 

82 (VJI ) German 
83 (VJl) French 

84 (V32) 

85 (V JJ) 

3 (53) 

86 {VJ4) 

Round Seal. Multicoloured. 
"Citius. Altius. Fonius" on a 
White band in the middle. 
"Comitato Nuionalc Italiano·• 
in Black on Red circular back
ground. 

Square Vignene (29mm.). 
Imperforate. Wording and 
design as tS2l. 

Vertical Vigne11e (24mm. x 
29mm.). Background design, 
figure ··r in G rey. " Potska 
na Olimpjada" ovc:rprinted in 
Btaclc 

Vertical Vignelle (27mm. x 
42mm.l. Perfora ted. ··Federa
tion Sui~<;c de Boxe- Olym
piades Paris 1924-10 ct~:· 

Horizontal Vigneuc (32mm. l\ 

26mm.}. Perforated. Red with 
Black design and wording. 
" Federation Sui&<ie de Boxe
IOc.-Pari 1924." 

Vcnical Vignclle (3 l mm. x 
54mm.). Perforated. Multi
coloured. "Zu Gunsten Der 
Tei lnahme-Schweizcr Rcnn
fahrer an de VII I Olympiade 
- Paris 1924." 83 (V31) " Pour 
Ia Participation die Cyclisme 
Suisse a Ia H uitierne Olympiadc 
- Paris 1924." 

Vertical Vigneue (36mm. x 
55mm.). Perforated. Multi
coloured. "F.S.S.A. - S.R.V. 
-Le~ Rameurs Suisses a !a
Die Schweizcrischen Ruderer 
an der- VIl l. O lympiadc
Paris 13-17 Jui llct 1924."' 

Horizontal Vignene (54mm. x 
38mm.) Multicoloured. Per
f orated. .. V Ill Olympiad 
Paris 1924-Magyar Athlctikai 
Szovetseg.·· 

Oval Seal (70mm. x 50mm.). 
Wording in White on Red. 
"Casino de Paris-la Grande 
Revue Olympique:· 

Square 
Wording 
··British 
Fund." 

Vigneue (25mm.). 
in Red on Orange. 
Swimmers Olympic 

No1e: These 11e"· 11/tmbers will be i11corporated in the 
tt'xt of the St'coud edi1iou oj Parts I . II & Ill. Tilt')' are 
coutiuued ill Part IV. 


