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1,800 athletes, 600 coaches and support personnel, all participating in 19 different sports: the 
2026 National Special Olympics in Vienna will be a record-setting event of the first order! 

The beginnings of Special Olympics (for people with mental/intellectual disabilities)—not to be 
confused with the Paralympics (for people with physical disabilities)—date internationally to 1962. 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver (sister of U.S. President John F. Kennedy) organized the first summer 
camps for people with intellectual disabilities, inspired by the belief that physical activity could 
provide these special individuals with a better quality of life, particularly since her sister Rosemary 
was also a member of this group. 

In 1968, 1,000 athletes participated in the first International Summer Games. Today, 4.2 million 
people in more than 170 countries are served by Special Olympics. In 1979, a 15-cent stamp was 
issued for the Summer World Games (Fig. 1), followed in 1985 by a 22-cent stamp for the Winter 
World Games (USA MiNr. 1737). There are now more than 20 stamps or sets from various countries 
devoted to the subject; several examples are shown here (Figs. 2–9). 

In Austria, the idea was taken up in the 1980s, and in 1985 three Austrian athletes participated in the 
World Games for the first time. In 1993, the association Special Olympics Austria, headquartered in 
Schladming, was founded and was immediately entrusted with a major undertaking: the 5th Special 
Olympics World Winter Games were held in the Schladming/Salzburg region and were the first of 
their kind to take place outside North America! Austrian Post also commemorated the occasion with 
a special semipostal stamp (6+3 ATS) (Fig. 10). 

In 2010, the 5th National Summer Games were held in St. Pölten and featured an unusual attraction. 
The local stamp club conducted a special mail transport using a “Quadruplo,” traveling from the post 
office in the government district along the Traisen River to the event arena beside the Lower Austria 
State Sports School. The four-seat bicycle was piloted by Special Olympics participants, with the net 
proceeds benefiting the St. Pölten day-care center (Fig. 11). In addition, two personalized stamps 
featuring the Quadruplo and logo were issued (Figs. 12–13). 

In 2024, BSV Hartberg provided philatelic support for the 7th National Winter Games. Shown here is 
the maximum card issued for the occasion, featuring the logo, personalized stamp and special 
cancellation (Fig. 14). 

Philatelic Participation 

In Vienna in 2026, the stamp club MOSA (= Motivgruppe Olympische Spiele und Sport Austria) will 
provide philatelic support for the event. The special post office will be located in the new Sport Arena 
Wien, 1020 Vienna, Stephanie-Endresstraße 2, on Thursday, June 25, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

The following philatelic stamps and covers will be available: 



ME3 souvenir sheet (Fig. 15): €10.00; special-cover series using the souvenir sheet: €13.00; ME8 
miniature sheet (Fig. 16): €25.00; individual stamp from the ME8 sheet: €3.50; special cover with a 
stamp from the ME8 sheet: €4.50; special cover with the Philately Day stamp (Fig. 17): €4.50. 

Orders should be directed to Mag. Helmut Kogler, 3100 St. Pölten, Goethestraße 45, Tel.: 0664 / 40 
40 788, or by e-mail: heko.activities@kstp.at. 

Mag. Helmut Kogler 

Translator’s note: This translation follows the text of the original published article. Figure references correspond to the 
illustrations in the German-language original. 


