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2022 February 

THE EDITORIAL 
 

 

 

 
Exactly 30 years ago, on February 8, 1992, the whole world was on fire 
for the opening ceremony of the XVIth Olympic Winter Games in 
Albertville. The opening is proclaimed by François Mitterrand, 
President of the French Republic, Surya Bonaly, French skater, 
pronounces the oath of the athletes then the last bearer of the flame, 
Michel Platini (French footballer), joined by François-Cyrille Grange, 
young Mauritian, climb the stairs leading to the basin to light it.  
 
This number 7 of Hors-Pistes is entirely dedicated to these XVI 
Olympic Games. Relive, through various documents and objects, the 
French medals obtained in alpine and Nordic skiing.  
 
Happy reading to all, 
 
YANNICK 
 

The collector's item that I present to you is the medal awarded to all 
athletes and officials participating in the Albertville Olympic Games. 

 
Front and back of the medal – YS  Collection 
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2 
 

1992 WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES 
ALBERTVILLE 

The idea of a candidacy of 
Albertville and Savoie was 
considered by the former triple 
Olympic champion Jean-Claude 
Killy and the deputy of Savoie 
and president of the General 
Council of Savoie, Michel Barnier 
in the early 1980s. 

 
Envelope containing the official postcards of 

the Albertville candidacy – YS Collection 
 

On January 26, 1982, the 
application file was officially 
submitted to the French National 
Olympic and Sports Committee 
(CNOSF) and then in 1985 to the 
90th session of the IOC in Berlin. 

 
 
 

 
Official postcard of 

the Albertville 
candidacy 

YS Collection  
 
 
 
 
 

The IOC attributed to Albertville 
the organization of the XVIth 
Winter Games of 1992, during the 
91st session taking place in 
Lausanne (Switzerland), on 
October 17, 1986. 

 
Envelope with temporary Lausanne stamp 

Collection YS 

 
Official postcard of the Albertville candidacy  

YS Collection 

The Organizing Committee for the 
Games was created on February 24, 
1987 under the official name of 
“Organizing Committee for the 
Olympic Winter Games of 
Albertville and Savoie” (OCOG). 
Michel Barnier and Jean Claude 
Killy are the co-presidents.  
 

 
Postcard of the emblem of the Albertville Olympic 

Games – YS Collection 

 
The visual identity of the games is 
chosen by the OCOG through an 
emblem, a poster, a mascot, an 
Olympic torch and medals. 
The emblem represents a red 
Olympic flame on a white 
background, on which is drawn a 
white cross, which takes up the 
colors of the coat of arms of historic 
Savoy. This flame rests on two red 
and blue lines reminiscent of the 
tricolor flag, themselves resting on 
the Olympic rings. 

 
Official program – YS Collection 

The poster with the five colors of 
Olympism depicts the snow-
capped mountain against a blue 
sky and the sun also resting on 
the Olympic rings. 

 
Greetings postcard 1991– YS Collection 

The mascot is an imaginary 
character, a star-shaped elf 
called Magique, taking up the 
colors of the French tricolor flag. 
 

 
Magical Official Mascot – YS Collection 
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The Olympic torch is made of 
stainless steel in the Ugine-Savoie 
factories and symbolizes the 
horns of Tarentaise cows. 
 

 
The torch – Website photo: 

https://olympics.com/ 
 

The Olympic torch relay travels 
across France from December 14, 
1991, when it arrives on French 
soil at Paris-Charles-de-Gaulle 
airport, until its arrival in the 
 

 
Maximum postcard with postmark from 

Roissy – Charles de Gaulle airport 
 Collection YS 

 stadium for the opening 
ceremony on February 8, 1992, 
after being lit in Olympia, Greece, 
by the rays of the sun. 
 

 
Greek 

stamp and 
postmark 

from 
Olympia – 
Collection 

YS 

 
 

 
Postcard of the Olympic flame and Albertville 

postmark – YS Collection 

 
Block of ten stamps issued by La Poste 

YS Collection 

 
The XVIth Olympic Winter Games 
will take place from February 8 to 23, 
1992 allowing the organization of 
fifty-seven events as well as eight 
demonstration events. 
 

 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies Postcard   

YS Collection 
 

The opening and closing 
ceremonies, staged by 
choreographer Philippe Decouflé, as 
well as eighteen of the fifty-seven 
events take place in Albertville. 
 

 
Program Opening Ceremony 

CS Collection 

The other events take place in 
the ski resorts near Tarentaise 
and Beaufortain: Les Arcs, 
Courchevel, Les Ménuires, 
Méribel, La Plagne, Pralognan-
la-Vanoise, Les Saisies, Tignes 
and Val-d'Isère. 

 
Olympic Site Postcard 

 Collection YS 
 

These Winter Games bring 
together 1,801 athletes from 
sixty-four nations. Among 
them, 109 (79 men and 30 
women) represent France at 
these Games. Twelve of them 
will leave Savoie with a medal. 
The French Olympic team won 
nine medals (three gold, five 
silver, one bronze), ranking 7th 
among nations in the medal 
table. Of the nine medals won, 
8 (including two doubles) are in 
the skiing events.   

 
Games Medals Postcard 

RC Collection 

 
French athletes also won five 
medals in demonstration sport. 

A look back at those golden, 
silvery or tanned French days. 

https://olympics.com/
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Val d'Isère hosts the men's alpine 
skiing events except for the special 
slalom. These events take place on 
the now legendary Face de 
Bellevarde track, designed by the 
Swiss Olympic champion Bernard 
Russi.  
 

 
Postacrd – YS Collection 

 
They are four French to set off, this 
Sunday, February 9, to conquer a 
medal: Franck Piccard, Luc 
Alphand, Denis Rey and Adrien 
Duvillard. 
 

 
Envelope with temporary stamp 

 Collection YS 

The best time is still held by bib 1, 
Patrick Ortlieb, when bib 23, 
Franck Piccard sets off. Franck, 
like the public and the media, is in 
doubt, especially after a disastrous 
70th place three weeks earlier.  
 

 
Autographed Postcard – YS Collection 

 

But Franck knows how to 
sublimate himself during major 
events. He was able to prove it in 
Calgary in 1988 where he is a 
double medalist including the 
Super G title and at the World 
Championships in Saalbach 
(Austria) in 1991 where he is also a 
bronze medalist in Super G. 

 
Pin’s – CS Collection 

 

The public carries the skier from 
Les Saisies to the feat, all along the 
1:50:42 descent. The crowd is 
overjoyed as they cross the finish 
line.  

Franck finished second only 5 
hundredths behind the future 
Olympic champion, Patrick 
Ortlieb. He is inserted between 
two Austrians. The emotion is at 
its height, Franck throws himself 
into the arms of his friend Luc 
Alphand.  

 
Autographed Postcard – YS Collection 

He is a silver medalist, downhill, at 
home in Savoie. The Games are 
launched and well launched in the 
French camp. 

 
Front page of Quotidien des Jeux – YS Collection 
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On this February 11, takes place at 
the Praz stadium in Courchevel, 
the ski jumping event of the 
Nordic combined event.  
 

 
Postcard – YS Collection 

In the first five World Cup events, 
only two athletes won: Frenchman 
Fabrice Guy with four victories and 
Austrian Klaus Sulzenbacher with 
one victory. 
  

 
Temporary stamp -  YS Collection 

At the end of this jumping event, 
the Jurassic rider from Mouthe 
took third place ahead of his main 
opponent. The Austrian Ofner and 
the Japanese Mikata ranked in the 
first two places. The victory should 
therefore be decided between the 
two main favorites. 
Fabrice will start 42.7 seconds 
behind Ofner and 3 seconds ahead 
of Sulzenbacher. 
It is 2:30 p.m. the next day, 
February 12, when Fabrice sets off 
for fifteen kilometers in cross-
country skiing. 

At the fifth kilometer, he overtakes 
and drops the two leaders of the 
jumping contest and distances his 
main opponent. 
 

 
Autographed Postcard – YS Collection 

 

Sulzenbacher is in the hard, the 
track is too difficult for him, he will 
say on arrival. He is even in agony, 
when another Frenchman, Sylvain 
Guillaume, who started more than 
1.30 minutes late and bib number 
13, beats him to the finish by more 
than a minute. Meanwhile, Fabrice 
Guy soared towards the Olympic 
title.  

 
Autographed Postcard - Collection YS 

  
Pin’s – CS Collection  

 The crowd, after having carried 
the two French throughout the 
race, is delirious at the end of this 
race.

 
Autographed Postcard – YS Collection 

 
They entered the legend of the 
Olympics but also of French skiing 
by achieving the first double in 
Nordic skiing. 
 

 
Frontpage of Quotidien des Jeux – YS Collection  
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On the same day, the first event of 
another combined takes place: the 
alpine.  
 

 
Temporary stamp – YS Collection 

 
The women's alpine skiing events 
take place on the Roc de Fer piste 
in Méribel on February 12 and 13. 
 

 
Postcard with the Olympic ice rink and the Roc 
de Fer track in the background - YS Collection  

Main favorite Petra Kronberger 
won the downhill ahead of the 
speed specialists. The first 
technician, Florence Masnada, is 
French and ranks ninth and has 
every chance of a place on the 
podium. She is going to "ski at the 
bottom", according to her words, 
the slalom round.  
 
 

It is with bib number 7 that 
Florence will start the special 
slalom event contested the next 
day, over two runs. In the first 
heat, she beat the speed specialists, 
including Petra Kronberger.  
 

 
Banque Populaire postcard published for the 

Olympic Games – YS Collection 
But nothing is certain, we must 
confirm on the second run. 
And Florence confirms, finishing 
this combination on the third step 
of the podium, overtaken by a duo 
of Austrians. Petra Kronberger 
wins the gold medal, ahead of her 
compatriot Anita Wachter, two 
versatile skiers each with an 
already well-stocked track record. 
 

 
Postcard – YS Collection 

 

 
Poster created by Alain Bar and signed by 

Florence Masnada – YS Collection 

 
Florence thus confirms her 
previous season in the same 
discipline where she shared first 
place in the specialty classification 
with another Austrian Sabine 
Ginther. 
 

 
Florence shares the cover of L'Equipe with Edgar 

YS Collection 

HORS-PISTES is also on Facebook. 
Come and join us to present, exchange 
on your collections but also for 
discover others. SEE YOU SOON !! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/208753627008803/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/208753627008803/


7 
 

 
The days follow one another and are 
similar for the French clan. After the 
double in Nordic combined, the 
French clan recorded a new double on 
February 13, with Edgar Grospiron and 
Olivier Allamand taking the first two 
places in the moguls event. 
 

 
Cover with temporary stamp signed by Edgar 

Grospiron – YS Collection 

 
The moguls skiing event was an 
Olympic event for the first time at 
these Games, after being present as a 
demonstration at the 1988 Winter 
Games in Calgary, Canada. 
 

 
Stamping Machine Imprint – YS Collection  

 
It takes place at the Lognan Stadium 
in Tignes. 
 

 
Carte Postale du Stade de Lognan  

Collection YS 

 

Edgar Grospiron, skier from La Clusaz 
(Haute-Savoie), bronze medallist four 
years earlier, is the arch favorite of the 
men's event, as he has dominated 
mogul skiing for three seasons. 
Provocative, self-confident, he 
announced loud and clear that as the 
reigning World Champion, he could 
not settle for a second place.  
 

 
Stamp issued at Saint Vincent – YS Collection  

 

At the top of the competition, after 
the playoffs that took place the day 
before, Edgar will start in sixteenth 

and last position. 
 

 
Frontpage of Quotidien des Jeux – YS Collection  

 

On this day of the final, they are more 
than 15,000 spectators, all committed 
to edgar's cause. It is therefore no 
surprise that he becomes the first 
Olympic Champion in mogul skiing.  

 

 
Gold stamp, issued by French Guiana, for Edgar 

Grospiron – YS Collection 

 
But beyond this gold medal, it is the 
victory of a whole team coached by 
Nano Pourtier, himself champion in 
mogul skiing between 1976 and 1982. 
Indeed, in second place, we find 
Olivier Allamand in second place and 
silver medalist, Eric Berthon in fourth 
and Youri Gilg in sixth. 
  

 
Postcard Postale Olivier Allamand  

YS Collection  
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After two consecutive French doubles, 
it is the victory of a French trio that we 
are witnessing on this Valentine's Day. 
  

 
Temporary Stamp – YS Collection 

 
It is through this victory that the 
French discover biathlon, and since 
then, the love of the French for this 
sport has not faded. 

 
Postcard of the biathlon stadium – YS Collection  

 
This trio is the women's relay, present 
for the first time at the Olympic 
Winter Games, composed of Corinne 
Niogret, Véronique Claudel and Anne 
Briand, who wins the gold medal, in 
the Nordic stadium of Les Saisies.  
 

 
Postcard Ski Chrono – YS Collection 

Corinne, the youngest of this trio, 
launches the French relay on good 
tracks or more exactly skis, with a 
faultless on both shots. The Bugiste 
passes the baton in the lead to 
Véronique. She is neck and neck with 
Russia's Restzova and Germany's 
Misersky, respectively champion and 
Olympic runner-up in the individual. 
 

 
Autographed photo of Corinne Niogret  

YS Collection 
 

No fault also for Véronique, the 
Vosges, she is third at 30 seconds 
when she launches Anne. 

 

 
Photo Véronique Claudel – Internet 

 

She quickly returned to her two 
opponents, Russia and Germany.  But 
the race remains very undecided. 

At the finish on the stadium for the 
second round, they are only two, Anne 
and the experienced German 
Misersky. In shooting, it is Misersky 
who cracks. But Anne's lead at the exit 
of the stadium narrowed in the last 
lap. Galvanized by the crowd, the 
French, crosses the line, exhausted, 
with 7 seconds ahead of the German. 
 

 
Autographed photo of Anne Briand on the 

shoulders of a staff member – CS Collection 

 
Then follows a succession of joy, tears, 
laughter, screams for our three blond 
heads and the entire French staff. This 
French relay, born just two years ago, 
is Olympic Champion. 
 

 
Frontpage of Quotidien des Jeux – YS Collection 



9 
 

 
 

The women's Super G event scheduled 
for February 17 has been postponed for 
24 hours, the lack of visibility on the 
top of the Roc de Fer track in Méribel 
is the cause. 
 

 
Temporary stamp dated February 17  

Ys Collection 

 
Carole Merle is the favorite with her 
nine World Cup victories. She starts 
with bib 4 and achieves the best time. 
 

 
Postcard  Méribel – YS Collection 

 
The wait is long.  Her main opponents, 
Katia Seizinger or Petra Kronberger 
among others succeed each other by 
stumbling on the time of Carole.  
 

 
Autographed Postcard Carole Merle 

YS  Collection 
 

This is without counting with the 
talent of a young Italian, Deborah 
Compagnoni, climbed five times on 
the podium in this World Cup 
season, winning in particular the last 
Super G before the Games in 
Morzine.  
 

 
Pin’s Carole Merle – CS Collection 

 
It is therefore in full confidence that 
Deborah Compagnoni starts with the 
bib 16. She achieved a perfect race, 
pulverizing Carole's time by more 
than a second and became Olympic 
Champion. It enters the history of 
transalpine skiing and this first title 
is the first of a long list. 
 

 
Photo Carole Merle – Internet 

 

Carole will finally finish second and 
this silver medal is the happiness of 
the skier of Sauze (Hautes-Alpes). 
 
She admits to having given 
everything and having fulfilled her 
contract during these home games. 
 

 
FrontPage of l’Equipe Magazine  

YS  Collection 
 

 
 

Secretaire@afcos.net / https://afcos.net 
 
 

https://afcos.net/
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DEMONSTRATION SPORTS 

At these Games, speed skiing and 
freestyle ski jumping and ballet events 
are present as demonstration events. 
 

 
Postcard of the KL slope – YS Collection 

 
The speed skiing events take place on 
the slopes of 'Aiguille Rouge of the 
resort of Les Arcs 2000 The slope is 
built especially for the Games. Work 
began on 15 July 1988 and was 
completed in autumn 1990 with a slope 
of 1740 metres with a maximum 
gradient of 70% and an altitude 
difference of 565 metres. 
 

 
Sticker – YS Collection 

 
Two events were held, one male and 
one female over four days with the 
final on February 22. 
 

 
Finals Day Ticket – YS Collection 

 
In the men's event, forty-five took part. 
It was the Frenchman, Michaël Prüfer, 
who won the event with a measured 
speed of 229.299 km/h ahead of his 
compatriot Philippe Goitschel. He set 
the new world record. 

 
Postcard Michaël Prüfer – YS Collection 

 
Despite the success of speed skiing, it 
was not repeated at the following 
Olympic Games. 
 

 
Carte Postale Philippe Goitschel 

YS Collection 

 
Tignes is the organizer of the 
freestyle skiing events. Only the 
moguls event is retained as an 
Olympic event, the jumping and 
ballet events, women and men are 
demonstration events. 
 

 
Postcard – YS Collection 

 
The ballet events take place over two 
days, on 9 and 10 February. France 
wins two medals.  

 
Temporary stamp on the date of the events  

YS Collection 

 
Photo Cathy Fechoz – Internet 

 
In the men's event, Fabrice Becker 
won the title and in the women's 
event, Cathy Féchoz won silver 
behind Switzerland's Conny Kissling. 
 

 
Photo Fabrice Becker - Internet 

 
The ballet will not be repeated in 
subsequent editions of the Olympic 
Winter Games. 
 
As for the jumping events, they take 
place on February 15 and 16.  
 

 
Ticket for the ballet events – YS Collection 

 
Didier Méda, a top Savoyard, won 
the bronze medal, after winning the 
silver medal in Calgary (Canada) in 
1988. The freestyle jumping event 
became official at the Olympic 
Games in Lillehammer (Norway) in 
1994. 
 

 
Didier Meda on the podium –  Internet 
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Frontpage of the newspaper France-Soir with dedications of all the French medalists – YS Collection 
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GMF Advertising – YS Collection 
 
 
 

 
 

French medalists in ski events – RC Collection  
 
 

 


