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                             2021 October  

THE EDITORIAL 
As the World Cup skiing season 
gets underway at the end of 
October, it's the perfect time to 
bring out the sixth issue of Hors-
Pistes. This issue presents two 
winter sports sites ........ A look 
back at the thirty years of 
existence of the Praz jumping 
stadium in Courchevel, through 
the competitions that took place 
there but also the champions 
who were revealed there.  

The second place is less well known to 
international sport but it has seen the 
birth of great French biathlon 
champions. It is the Plans d'Hotonnes 
stadium in the Ain.   
These two sites have the common 
feature of hosting events in winter but 
also in summer. 
 
Hors-Pistes pays tribute to a "Queen" 
of French alpine skiing, as the 
newspaper L'Equipe liked to call her. 

It is Régine Cavagnoud who 
tragically left us exactly 20 
years ago.  
After Alexis Pinturault, in the 
previous issue, we return to 
the other XXL feat of French 
skiing in 2021, achieved by 
Mathieu Faivre: Double 
World Champion in Cortina 
d'Ampezzo. 
 
Happy reading to everyone, 
 
YANNICK 

 

While the Ain is honored in this issue, the covers of the latest issue of Biathlon Magazine and the brand 
new book by Yves Perret and Benoît Prato "Les Grandes Heures du ski nordique français" present two 
champions from the Ain: Sandrine Bailly and Simon Desthieux. 

https://www.google.fr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjGh-mV26fjAhUFhRoKHbiHCI0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.rossignol.com/fr/rossignol-women/rossignol-women-ski-wear/rossignol-women-ski-wear-ski-jackets.html&psig=AOvVaw3Yn9vFtiOzI-6LqSUyGoJC&ust=1562757383877719


 

2 
 

PRAZ JUMPING STADIUM 
If the history of Courchevel, a 
famous resort in the Tarentaise 
region of Savoie, began at the 
beginning of the last century with 
the construction of the first hotel, 
the Lac Bleu in Saint-Bon, the 
history of ski jumping began in 
the 1930s with the construction of 
the first jumping stadium. It was 
designed in wood for the 
organization of competitions. 
 

 
Postcard  Hôtel du Lac Bleu - Internet 

 

It was only after the Second 
World War that the decision was 
taken to build the winter sports 
resort of Courchevel. At the heart 
of the resort, a ski jump was built, 
with the aim of competing with 
the Swiss and Austrian resorts.  
 

 
Postcard jumping stadium in the 1970s 

YS Collection 

 
This springboard was 
inaugurated in 1951. Numerous 
competitions were held here 
until the end of the 1980s when it 
was destroyed. 

On 17 October 1986, Albertville was 
chosen to host the XVI Olympic 
Winter Games. 
 

 
Flame of cancellation on stamp "jump" issued for 

the Olympic Games of Albertville 
YS Collection 

 

The resort of Courchevel was then 
chosen to organize the Nordic 
combined and ski jumping events.  
 

 
  
Pins for the jumping and Nordic combined events 
issued for the 1992 Winter Olympics in Albertville. 

CS Collection  

 
The Praz site in Saint Bon has been 
selected for the construction of the 
new facilities.  
 

 
 

Postcard jumping stadium -  YS Collection 

Two ski jumps of 90 and 120 
meters are to be built. Work 
began in the summer of 1989.  
 

 
Official postcard of the jumping stadium  

YS Collection 
 

The jumping stadiums were 
ready for the World Cup test 
jump in January 1991 but had to 
be cancelled due to lack of snow. 
The Nordic combined test event 
was held there in December 1991 
and won by Fabrice Guy. 
 

 
 

Postcard  Fabrice Guy  - YS Collection 
 

At the 1992 Olympic Winter 
Games, 63 athletes from 17 
countries competed in the men's 
individual and team (3-person) 
events. Three events took place: 
the small jump of 90m, the large 
jump of 120m and the large jump 
of teams. Only men's events are 
organized. 
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Individual jump ticket Small Jumping stadium 

YS Collection  

 
They were dominated by the 
young Finnish Toni Nieminen (16 
years old) who won two gold 
medals (individual and team 
large jump) and one bronze 
(small jump). The Austrian Ernst 
Vettori won the third title on 
small jump. 
 

 
Postcard - Toni Nieminen 

YS Collection  

 
In Nordic combined, two events 
are organized in individual and 
team. Here too, only men's 
events are organized. 
 

 
 

Postcard Jumping Stadium – YS Collection 

 
Obliteration of the date of the  
team jumping – YS Collection 

 
The individual event was dominated 
by the French team, which placed 
two of its athletes in the first two 
places.  Fabrice Guy and Sylvain 
Guillaume won the gold and silver 
medals respectively. Japan won the 
team title. 
 

 
Postcard Fabrice Guy – YS Collection 

 
Since the Olympic Games, the 
jumping stadium has only hosted 
the World Cup in ski jumping and 
Nordic combined once, in 
December 1993 and December 1992 
respectively. 
 

 
Postcard Jumping Stadium – YS Collection 

But since 1997, the Praz site has 
been a stage of the Summer Grand 
Prix. This annual competition has 
been organised by the 
International Ski Federation since 
1994. 
 

 
Postcard of the jumping stadium in summer 

Collection YS 

 
It brings together the highest level 
of ski jumping in the world on a 
synthetic surface. It is the summer 
equivalent of the Ski Jumping 
World Cup. 
 

 
Poster of the 2019 edition – YS Collection 

 
The Praz venue hosted the first 
ever mixed team Grand Prix on 14 
August 2012, and the first ever 
women's Grand Prix on 15 August 
2012. The event took place in mid-
August. 
 

 
Prêt à poster issued by La Poste on the occasion 

of the 2000 edition – RC Collection 
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DESTINY BROKEN 

Twenty years ago, on October 31, 
2001, there was a shock in the 
world of sport and especially in 
that of alpine skiing. 
 
Régine Cavagnoud, victim of 
irreversible brain damage, 
succumbs to the hospital in 
Innsbruck. Two days earlier, she 
collided with a German trainer 
while on a training descent on the 
Pitztal Glacier in Austria. 
 

 
Front page of VSD – YS Collection  

  

Back on his career. A native of La 
Clusaz, a resort in Haute-Savoie, 
she started on skis at the age of 
three to join the La Clusaz sports 
club then the French hope team in 
1985. She made her World Cup 
debut in 1990 in the combined of 
Morzine (France), where it ranks 
10th and scores its first points. 
 

 
World Cup cancellation flame in Morzine 

YS Collection  

At each exit of this first World Cup 
season, she ranks in the Top 15 and 
participates in these first World 
Championships in Salbach-
Hinterglemm, Austria. 
 

 
Postcard published during the 1990/1991 season 

YS Collection 

 
The following season, she 
participated in the Olympic Games 
in Albertville (France). In the 
general classification of the World 
Cup, it does not do better than the 
previous season. 
 

 
Autographed postcard – YS Collection 

 

After a start to the 1992/93 season 
like her first seasons, Régine 
obtained her first two podiums 
during the stage in Veysonnaz 
(Switzerland). She finished among 
the best speed skiers on the circuit 
and finished 13th overall in the 
World cup. 

Then followed five years in which 
Régine has ranked beyond 25th 
place in the world, mainly as a result 
of injuries. 
During the 1998/99 season, Régine 
obtained her first two victories and 
several podiums. Her two victories 
came from Cortina d'Ampezzo in 
downhill and super G. At this Italian 
stage, she also finished 3rd in the 
second Super G and 4th in giant 
slalom. “ROYAL” weekend. 
 

 
Front page of L’Equipe following his downhill 
victory at Cortina d´Ampezzo -  YS Collection 

 
Unfortunately, the day before of the 
World Championships in Vail, she 
was injured and could not compete 
at the end of the season. She 
nevertheless finished in 7th place in 
the general classification. 
 

 
Postcard – YS Collection 
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Régine made her comeback in 
the 1999/2000 season. At the start 
of the season, she won her first 
giant slalom victory at Copper 
Mountain, and went on to the 
podiums in three events. 
 

 
Autographed postcard – YS Collection 

 

She becomes a contender for the 
general classification. That 
season she won both downhills 
for Cortina d'Ampezzo and 
Bormio. Finally, she finished 
third in the general classification 
of the World Cup.  
 

 
Poster Ski Chrono – YS Collection 

 
The following season is the year 
of the consecration. She finished 
once again on the third step of 
the World Cup podium overall, 
while winning the Super G World 
Cup with three victories in this 
specialty (Val d'Isère, Haus im 
Annstal and Cortina d'Ampezzo 
again). 

She presents herself as one of the big 
favorites for the title in this discipline 
at the World Championships De 
Sankt Anton Am Alberg. 
 

 
Maximum postcard (with stamp and corresponding 
cancellation) of the World Championships in Sankt 

Anton Am Alberg – YS Collection 
 

On January 29, 2001, on the Karl-
Schranz track, she set off with bib n ° 
7 in the Super G. She beats the best 
time established so far by the Italian 
Isolde Kostner by five hundredths of 
a second. . None of the other favorites 
managed to beat her and Régine 
Cavagnoud won her first world 
champion title. This is the first world 
title for a French skier since that of 
Carole Merle in Morioka eight years 
earlier.  
At the top of her game, at 31, the skier 
from La Clusaz started the 2001/2002 
season with a podium in Sölden. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The season is launched and 
promising for Régine …… .but fate 
will have decided otherwise. 

 

 
 

Front pages of l’Equipe and l’Entraineur 
Français the day after Régine's death  

YS Collection 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Front page of l’Equipe and postcards 
issued on the occasion of her title of 

World Champion – YS Collection 
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HERE, IT'S THE AIN ! 

Why are you talking about the 
Ain department? Quite simply 
because it has been my adopted 
department for 25 years now and 
that it is, despite a mountain 
range less imposing than its 
neighbors in Savoie, Haute 
Savoie and Jura, a provider of 
champions in winter sports and 
in particular in biathlon. 
Here is the story of three of them 
through that of the Bugiste 
biathlon stadium (About Bugey, 
mountain range in the 
department of Ain). 
 

 
Plans D'Hotonnes biathlon stadium 

Internet Photo 

 
We are on February 14, 1992 in 
Les Saisies. The French women's 
biathlon team won the Olympic 
title in the relay. This team is 
made up of Véronique Claudel, 
Anne Briand and Corinne 
Niogret. 
 

 
Postcard edited by Ski Chrono 

YS Collection 

 
The latter is from Petit 
Abergement in Bugey, a land 
suitable for Nordic skiing. 

 
YS Photo 

 
She began her sporting career in 
cross-country skiing, but switched 
to biathlon in 1988. She joined the 
French team in 1990. Corinne won 
her first two World Cup relay events 
during the 1991/92 season, little long 
before the Olympic tiotre at the 
Olympic Games in Albertville. 
The following year she was the 
World Team Champion and bronze 
medalist in the relay and then agent 
medalist, again by team, at the 
Olympic Games in Lillehammer 
(Norway). 
 

 
Postcard  Corinne Niogret  – YS Collection 

 
In the meantime, Corinne climbed 
the individual ranks with her first 
podiums in the 1992/93 season. For 
her first individual medal, she 
became world champion in 
Antholz-Anterselva in Italy, where 
she won three other medals. 
 

 
Postcard Corinne Niogret – YS Collection 

 

From these World Championships 
to those in Pokjuka, she won seven 
other medals, including a new 
individual title at Oslo-
Holmenkollen in 2000. Only the 
Nagano Olympics do not smile on 
her. 
 

 
Postcard Corinne Niogret – YS Collection 

 
In the World Cup, she won eight 
events finishing third in the World 
Cup overall during the 1999/2000 
season. 
She retired from international 
sports in 2004, after a last 
participation in the World 
Championships in Oberhof. 
It was following Corinne's first 
international successes that the 
decision was taken to build a 
stadium at Les Plans D'Hotonnes in 
the Bugey. It is the first permanent 
stadium, allowing the practice of 
biathlon in winter and summer. 
 

 
Summer Tour 2012 poster - Internet 
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Meanwhile, a young bugist 
biathlete from Ruffieu, Sandrine 
Bailly, participated in her first 
World Cup in Lathi, Finland, in 
2000.  
 

 
Photo YS 

 
She takes advantage of the 
facilities of this stadium when 
she turns to biathlon after years 
of cross-country skiing. 
 

 
Autographed postcard Sandrine Bailly  

 YS  Collection  

 
She won her first victory, at 
Antholz-Anterselva in 2001, 
beating her compatriot and 
neighbour Corinne Niogret. Like 
Corinne, Sandrine is present at 
every major event (except 
Hochfilzen in 2005), winning ten 
medals. 
 

 
Autographed postcard Sandrine Bailly  

 YS  Collection  

In 2003, she won the title of World 
Champion in 2003 in pursuit in 
Khanty-Mansiysk (Russia). 
 

 
Autographed postcard Sandrine Bailly  

 YS  Collection  

 
In 2004, she climbed to the third 
step of the podium in the overall 
World Cup standings. Overall 
classification that she won the 
following year with six victories to 
the key. 
 

 
Postcard from Vancouver signed by  

Sandrine Bailly – YS Collection  

 
Sandrine ended her career at the 
end of the 2009/2010 season, 
during which she won twenty 
World Cup victories.  
 
She became a consultant on 
Eurosport or as an editor-in-chief 
for Nordic Magazine. 

 
Front page of Nordic Magazine – YS Collection 

 
It was during this same season that a 
young Bugist hatched at the Junior 
World Championships. His name 
was Simon Desthieux and he won his 
first silver medal in the relay. He did 
better the following year since he was 
world champion in the same category 
on the individual.  
 

 
Autographed postcard - YS Collection 

 

He competed in his first World Cup 
events in the 2012/2013 season. The 
following season he was selected for 
the Olympic Games in Sochi..  
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He reached his first relay podium 
in Hochfilzen (Austria) in the 
2014/2015 season. After another 
silver medal in relay at the World 
Championships in 2017, Simon 
won the title of Olympic 
Champion in mixed relay with 
Martin Fourcade, Anaïs Bescond 
and Marie Dorin-Habert at the 
Olympic Games in Pyeonchang 
(South Korea) in 2018.  

 

Since this 2017/2018 season, 
Simon is regularly ranked among 
the top ten in the world in the 
World Cup. He obtained his best 
ranking at the end of the 
2018/2019 season with a fourth 
place. 
 

 
Autographed postcard – YS Collection 

 
At the 2020 World 
Championships in Antholz-
Anterselva, Simon Desthieux 
won his first gold medal in the 
men's relay with Martin 
Fourcade, Emilien Jacquelin and 
Quentin Fillon-Maillet, ahead of 
Norway and Germany. 
 
At the 2021 World 
Championships in Pokljuka, the 
Frenchman becomes vice-world 
champion in the sprint event, 

thanks to a flawless shooting, in 
front of his compatriot Emilien 
Jacquelin and behind the Swede 
Martin Ponsiluoma. 
 

 
Autographed postcard Simon Desthieux 

YS Collection 
 

That same season, he won his first 
two victories in Nove Mesto (Czech 
Republic) and then in the last 
event of the season, the mass-start 
in Ostersund (Sweden). He 
finished ninth overall. Simon 
intends to complete his collection 
of podiums and medals during this 
Olympic season. 

During the French Summer 
Championships in September 2021, 
Simon won the title of French pursuit 
champion at his training stadium in 
Les Plans d'Hotonnes, ahead of his 
fellow French team Quentin Fillon 
Maillet and Antonin Guigonnat. This 
is the second time that these 
championships have been held at this 
stadium after the 2012 edition which 
saw Martin Fourcade and Marie 
Laure Brunet triumph. 
 

 
Poster of  Summer Tour 2021 -Internet 

 
 Front page of local newspaper La Voix de l’Ain 

 
 

HORS-PISTES is also on Facebook.  
Come and join us to present, exchange   
on your collections but also for   
discover others.  SEE YOU SOON!! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/208753627008803/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/208753627008803/
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DOUBLE WORLD CHAMPION 

Mathieu Faivre, since that's him, 
created the feat at the 2021 World 
Championships in Cortina 
d´Ampezzo (Italy) of becoming a 
double World Champion at the 
same Championships. Mathieu is 
a skier from the southern Alps, 
since born in Nice and licensed at 
Isola 2000. 
 

 
Carte postale Isola 2000 – Internet 

 
At eigteen, he became Junior 
Giant Slalom World Champion in 
2010 in Les Houches (France). He 
succeeds his compatriot Alexis 
Pinturault on the list. It was that 
same year that he made his debut 
in the World Cup, in the finals. 
He specializes in giant slolom 
and made it to the top 15 in the 
final standings of this discipline 
in 2014, which he has not left 
since. 
 

 
Ski Chrono cover autographed  

by Mathieu Faivre – YS Collection 

He climbed on his first podium in 
the World Cup during the giant 
slalom of Beaver Creek (United 
States), in 2016. He continued with 
a second podium during that same 
year, during the finals of Saint 
Moritz on the occasion of the 
treble French, behind Thomas 
Fanara (winner) and Alexis 
Pinturault. He won for the first 
time, still in the same discipline, on 
the O-K of Val d'Isère. 
 

 
Frontpage of the sports pages of the  Dauphiné  

YS Collection 

He won his first gold medal at the 
world championships with the 
French team, during the 2017 
Saint-Moritz World 
Championships Team Event. His 
consistency during this season 
enabled him to finish second in the 
Slalom World Cup giant behind 
Marcel Hirscher. The next three 
seasons are more anonymous. 
  

 
Autographed postcard – YS Collection 

In this 2020/2021 season, the parallel 
is making his appearance at the 
World Championships in Cortina 
d´Ampezzo. After qualifying, the 
skiers face off over two heats starting 
from the round of 16. 
 

 
Maximum Cortina 2021 Postcard 

YS Collection 
 
The slower skier on the first run 
starts off in the second run with the 
accumulated delay. The first to cross 
the line qualifies for the next round. 
 

 
Frontpage of Nice Matin – YS Collection 

 
This event takes place on February 16. 
Mathieu successively eliminated the 
Finnish Samu Torsti in the round of 
16, the Austrian Fabio Gstreinen in 
the quarter, and the German 
Alexander Schmid in the semifinals. 
He faces Filip Zubčić for the final. 
Mathieu is ahead in the first run  
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but beats the Croatian largely 
during the second. He becomes 
the first world champion of this 
event 
 

Frontpage of l’Equipe the day after Mathieu's 
second title – YS Collection 

 

Two days later, he took fourth 
place in the first round of the 
giant slalom, which is largely 
dominated by Alexis Pinturault. 
It is placed for the second round 
and for a medal. 
At the end of his second run, the 
Nice driver set the fastest time, 
allowing him to take the lead in 
the race. Alexander Schmid and 
Luca de Aliprandini, third and 
second on the first track, failed on 
the time set by Mathieu. 
Alexis closes the gate. He took off 
and made an inside foul very 
quickly at the end at the fifth gate 
and came off the track. Mathieu 
Faivre is World Champion and 
goes down in the history of 
French skiing. He succeeded, in 
this discipline, fifty-three later, to 
Jean-Claude Killy in 1968 in 
Grenoble. 

At that time, the title of World 
Champion was awarded to the 
Olympic Champion of the event. 
He finished the season with his 
second World Cup victory in Bansko, 
Bulgaria, and placed fifth in the Giant 
Slalom World Cup 
 

.  
Frontpage of Ski Chrono – YS Collection 

 
 

 
First and last page of Nice Matin autographed by Mathieu – YS Collection 

 

 


