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                                   January 2021 

THE EDITO 
Always this grayness in our daily 
life. For alpine skiing 
enthusiasts, ski lifts closed and 
World Cup events behind closed 
doors. Funny atmosphere !!! 
Hors-Piste is not there to judge 
but notes that these measures 
indirectly affect collectors, since 
no souvenir is issued for these 
World Cups !!! But that is not the 
most important. 
 
Hors-Pistes offers you for 
reading a new number with a 
summary, the first international 
ski competitions in France and a 
review of 

 French "teams" which made us 
vibrate and which marked the history 
of French skiing: The Tops Guns and 
the 2001 French men's biathlon team. 
 
En attendant des jours meilleurs, 
While waiting for better days, Hors-
Pistes sends you all the best wishes for 
the new year 2021 and take care of 
yourself! 
 
Good reading,     
             

YANNICK 

 
Postcard - Internet 

 

 

For this issue, it is not a rare item that I am 
presenting to you, but a book. And more exactly a 
comic strip, which traces the history of the three 
French Alpine Ski Champions, who shared a 
common history. These three champions are: Luc 
Alphand, Franck Piccard and Jean-Luc Crétier. 

We may regret that this comic is incomplete, 
forgetting the fourth "Top Gun" which was Denis 
Rey. 

To relive their exploits, turn to page 6 of this issue. 

 

Comic strip "Les Tops Guns du ski français" - YS Collection 

https://www.google.fr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjGh-mV26fjAhUFhRoKHbiHCI0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.rossignol.com/fr/rossignol-women/rossignol-women-ski-wear/rossignol-women-ski-wear-ski-jackets.html&psig=AOvVaw3Yn9vFtiOzI-6LqSUyGoJC&ust=1562757383877719
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POKLJUKA 2001 
Saturday February 22, 2020 is the 
day of the last world title won by 
Martin Fourcade. 
A title after which he had been 
chasing for several years: World 
Champion in relay. With his 
teammates, Émilien Jacquelin, 
Simon Desthieux and Quentin 
Fillon Maillet, they won it thanks 
to a solid shot (only four picks), 
to win after a mano to mano with 
the German team which was 
unraveled on the last shot. 
standing, when Benedikt Doll 
(Germany), in confrontation with 
Quentin Fillon Maillet, leaves to 
turn on the penalty ring. 
 

 
Slovenian cancellation of World 

Championships in Pokljuka - YS Collection 
 

France has been waiting for this 
title of World Champion for 19 
years, when the elders of 
Fourcade, Desthieux, Fillon 
Maillet and Jacquelin won it on 
February 11, 2001 in Pokljuka 
(Slovenia). 
 

 
Biathlon was not yet on the front page of 

L’Equipe - Website L’Equipe 

We take a look back at these four 
champions who will celebrate the 
20th anniversary of this title: 
Raphaël Poirée, Gilles Marguet, 
Vincent Defrasne and Julien Robert. 

Since the spring of 2000, men's 
biathlon has been dominated by 
Raphaël Poirée, who won the title of 
World Champion in mass-start, the 
bronze medal in pursuit and the big 
crystal globe in the general 
classification of the World Cup. 

 

Postcard  Raphaël Poirée – YS Collection  
 

Many other titles will be won by 
Raphaël: 

 7 medals at the World 
Championships including 7 
world champion titles 

 3 Olympic medals including 
the title in pursuit in 2002 in 
Salt Lake City 

 4 large crystal globes in 
2000, 2001, 2002 and 2004 
and 10 small crystal globes 

 

Postal Entier published by the Post Office 
"Vassieux en Vercors and Raphaël Poirée  

 YS Collection  

He ended his career at the end of 
the 2006/2007 season with a 
final mass-start podium on 
March 11, 2007 in Oslo 
Holmenkollen, the mecca of 
Nordic skiing. 
 

 
 

Cover of  L’Equipe for Raphaël Poirée's fourth 
globe   

YS Collection 
 

Gilles Marguet was selected for 
the French team during the 
1989-1990 season, where he won 
a relay round at Antholz. During 
the 1992-1993 season, he 
obtained his only individual 
podium in the World Cup at 
Oberhof. He also won a bronze 
medal at the World 
Championships in Borovets, in 
the team race. 
 

 
 

Autographed postcard Gilles Marguet 
YS Collection 

https://unes-et-photos.lequipe.fr/unes/photo/l-equipe/2001-02-12
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From 1995, he abandoned 
biathlon for cross-country skiing 
before returning to the sport in 
2000-2001, winning the relay title 
at the World Championships in 
Pokljuka. At the 2002 Olympic 
Winter Games, he won the 
bronze medal in the relay with 
the same team. He took his final 
sports retirement in 2003. 
 
Vincent Defrasne started out in 
cross-country skiing to move into 
biathlon. He made his debut on 
the World Cup circuit in 1999. In 
2001, he won his first two 
European championship titles in 
sprint and pursuit. 
 

 
 

Autographed postcard Vincent Defrasne  
YS Collection  

 

But above all, he won a first world 
title with the relay during the 
Pokljuka worlds. He 
subsequently won 9 new medals 
including the title of Olympic 
Pursuit Champion in Turin on 
February 18, 2006. 

Jour de gloire pour Vincent qui bat 
le meilleur biathlète au monde Ole 
Einar Bjorndalen lors d'un sprint 
mémorable, le déposant à 100 
mètres de la ligne d’arrivée. 
 

 
Cover of  l’Equipe for the title of Olympic 

Champion of Vincent Defrasne – YS Collection  

 
In 2009, he won the title of world 
champion in mixed relay 
Pyeongchang (South Korea). 
In the World Cup he climbed nine 
times on the podium with three 
victories, a sixth place in the general 
classification. 
In 2010, he was the flag bearer of the 
France team at the Vancouver 
Olympic Games, for what will be his 
last international event. 
 

 
Autograph postcard Vincent Defrasne  

YS Collection 

Julien Robert took part in his first 
World Cup event during the 1995-
1996 season. He becomes a key 
member of the French male relay. 

 
Autograp postcard Julien Robert 

 YS Collection 

 
In twelve years of relay, he won 
four medals including the title of 
world champion in Pokljuka in 
2001. He was selected three times 
for the Winter Olympics, in 
Nagano in 1998, in Salt Lake City in 
2002 then in Turin. in 2006, but 
only participated in the 1998 and 
2002 relays in which he won 
bronze both times. Individually, 
will only make the top 20 in the 
general classification once with a 
podium. 
Its main quality lies in its shooting 
precision since it is regularly 
among the best on the circuit. 
Moreover, his excellent shooting 
performances have often 
succeeded in compensating for his 
cross-country skiing, which is a 
little handicapping compared to 
the best cross-country skiers. 
 

 
Postcard of the four 2001 World Champions, 

tanned at the 2002 Olympic Games, 
in Salt Lake City  -  YS Collection 
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INTERNATIONAL SKI COMPETITION 

The first known skis date from 
5000 years before our era, and 
were used to move. As for the first 
ski race, it took place in 
Christiania (now Oslo, Norway) 
in…. 1767, according to Sir Arnold 
Lunn, skier and mountaineer of 
the early 20th century. It consisted 
of a speed test, to the one who 
descended the fastest slope. The 
first competition rules were 
established a few years later in this 
same country. 
 
In France, skiing took off thanks in 
particular to the soldiers of the 
Briançon region at the beginning 
of the 20th century. Very quickly 
the organization of competitions, 
first local then regional and finally 
international, were organized 
under the aegis of the French 
Alpine Club, founded in 1874. 
These competitions are 
developing in all the Alpine and 
Pyrenean massifs, but also in 
Ardèche, Vosges, Massif Central,… 
under the impetus of local ski 
companies. 
 

 
Poster of the 5th international ski competition 

Internet  

The combined efforts of the military 
and these Alpine societies enabled 
the organization of the "First 
International Ski Competition" in 
Montgenèvre from February 9 to 13, 
1907. 
This international competition is 
organized each year by CAF in a 
different city. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Recto-Verso of the 
medal issued for 

the first 
international ski 
competition in 
Montgenèvre in 

1907 
 YS  Collection  

 
This first competition brings 
together mainly French, Italian and 
Swiss soldiers, but also Norwegians 
who will compete in jumping, long-
distance and military races 
(biathlon today) in front of more 
than 3,000 spectators. A triumphal 
arch of snow had been built on 
either side of Montgenèvre, under 
which more than five hundred sleds 
from France or Italy passed, 
necessary to pour out the daily flood 
of spectators. 
 

 
Arrival of spectators at Montgenèvre 

 YS Collection  

 
The Italian side arch – Collection YS 

It was the Swiss Iselin who won the 
international race and finished 
second in the jumping competition. 
 

 
The Swiss Iselin, during the jumping competition 

YS Collection  

It should be noted that the cross-
country skiing events were 
practiced with one, two or no stick. 
Note that in 2014, the municipality 
of Montgenèvre wanted to celebrate 
an important moment in its history 
by having a welded stainless steel 
trellis sculpture made of the Swiss 
champion Keller performing his 
23m jump in 1907. 
 

 
Photo of the sculpture - Internet 
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The scenet represents the 
historical actors of the 1st 
International Competition, 
which consecrates Montgenèvre 
as the oldest French winter sports 
resort. 
 

 
Keller at the show jumping competition in 

Montgenèvre -  YS Collection  
 

This sculpture is installed at the 
gates of the village along the 
RN94 on the Italian side. 

 
Cover issued by post canceled with a stamp 
commemorating the centenary of the first 

competitionCollection YS 

 
The second competition takes 
place in Chamonix from January 
2 to 5, 1908 and will remain as the 
most successful. The Norwegians 
are present to the detriment of 
the absent Italians due to lack of 
snow on their massifs for 
training. 
As in Montgenèvre, a snow-
covered triumphal arch is built 
opposite the station and a second 
green arch in the race finish area. 

 
The Arc in the finish area – Internet 

 
In this competition, the Norwegians 
are the big attraction, with in 
particular the star of this team, the 
jumper Durban Hundsen. 
 

  
Durban Huhdsen during the jump competition  

 YS Collection  

 
Women are also making their 
appearance in the competition, not 
without some controversy. It was a 
Chamoniarde who won the first 
Ladies International Cross-Country 
Skiing Race. Hélène Simond wins the 
3 km race in 29 minutes. 
 

 
Page from the "Petit Journal" dated January 19, 1908 

Internet 

 
Postcard of the 3rd International Competition 

YS Collection 

 
From year to year, other events are 
integrated such as bobsleigh, luge 
or skeleton but also ice hockey as 
evidenced by the cards published 
for the competition of Morez 
(Jura) which takes place from 
January 31 to 2 February 1909. 
 

 
The Italian team – YS Collection 

 

All the mountain ranges 
successively host the International 
Competition, from the Alps to the 
Pyrenees via the Jura and the 
Vosges. 
 

 
Thumbnail of the 4th competition  

YS  Collection 
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Postcard Cauterets 1910 – YS Collection 

 
The competition took place until 
1929 in Luchon Super-Bagnères, 
in the Pyrenees, with an 
interruption from 1915 to 1919 
inclusive due to the conflict of 
the First World War. (See table 
below). 

 

 
Vignette of the competition at Lioran 1911 –  

YS Collection 
 

The vignettes and posters 
produced for the competitions 
are used primarily to promote 
winter sports and developing 
resorts. 
 

 
Poster of the 1923 competition in Luchon - 

Superbagnères – Internet 

 

Competition with the Olympic 
Winter Games likely ended these 
competitions prematurely.   
   

 
Poster of the Gérardmer Competition in the Vosges 

in 1913 - Internet 

 
Postcard Eliminatory Olympics 1924 in 

Montgenèvre – YS Collection  

 
It should be noted that the 1924 
competitions in Briançon-
Montgenèvre and 1928 in 
Chamonix were used as a selection 
competition for the Olympic 
Winter Games in Chamonix and 
Saint-Moritz. 

 

I 1907 Briançon-Montgenèvre 

II 1908 Chamonix 

III 1909 Morez 

IV 1910 Cauterets 

V 1911 Le Lioran 

VI 1912 Chamonix 

VII 1913 Gérardmer 

VIII 1914 Briançon-Montgenèvre (annulé) 

IX 1920 Chamonix 

X 1921 Chamonix 

XI 1922 Morez 

XII 1923 Super Bagnères 

XIII 1924 Briançon-Montgenèvre 

XIV 1925 Le Revard (annulé) - Briançon-
Montgenèvre 

XV 1926 Pontarlier 

XVI 1927 Chamonix 

XVII 1928 Chamonix 

XVIII 1929 Luchon – Super-Bagnères 

 
 HORS-PISTES is also on Facebook. 

Come and join us to present, discuss 
on your collections but also for 
discover more. SEE YOU SOON !! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/208753627008803/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/208753627008803/
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THE « TOP GUNS »  

1987, the Alpine Skiing World 
Championships take place in 
Switzerland, in Crans-Montana. 
Zero medals for the France team. 
They are four boys to revolt 
taking with them a trainer. These 
four boys are called Luc Alphand, 
Jean-Luc Crétier, Franck Piccard 
and Denis Rey and their trainer 
Serge Guillaume. 
They decide to form a group of 
versatile skiers trained by Serge 
Guillaume on the fringes of the 
infrastructures of the French 
Alpine Skiing Federation. 
 

 
Stamp of the Calgary Olympic Games, dated 

February 21, the day of the coronation of 
Franck Piccard –  YS Collection 

 

On the World Cup circuit, the 
French are little considered. And 
the first major international 
event is looming: The Calgary 
Winter Olympics. It is presented 
as the validation of the merits of 
Top Guns. 
The alpine skiing events begin 
with the men's downhill, 
scheduled for February 14 and 
postponed until the next day due 
to winds blowing at 160 km / h. 
The two favorites are the Swiss 
Pirmin Zurbriggen and Peter 
Müller, winners at the last two 
World Championships. 
Zurbriggen becomes Olympic 
champion while Müller takes a 
second consecutive silver medal 
in this event. 

Franck Piccard takes third place 
and wins the bronze medal with 
1.61 s behind Zurbriggen. 
 

 
Franck Piccard postcard – YS Collection  

 

The combined takes place on 
February 16 and 17 and sees Luc 
Alphand finish fourth and Jean-Luc 
Crétier, sixth. The Super G takes 
place on February 21 and Pirmin 
Zurbriggen is once again the 
favorite. In a difficult race, Franck 
Piccard, who has never won a World 
Cup, becomes the first Olympic 
Super G champion and the first 
French Olympic champion in alpine 
skiing for 20 years, after a certain 
Jean-Claude Killy. Austrian Helmut 
Mayer and Swede Lars-Börje 
Eriksson completed the podium. 

Cover of the Dauphiné  –  YS Collection  

If Franck has a few good results with 
two World Cup victories, two third 
places in the general classification 
of the Super G and the combined, a 
silver medal at the World 
Championships in Saalbach 
(Austria - 1991), his three 
companions are more struggle. 
 

 
Cover of  Ski Français  – YS Collection  

 

At the end of this season, the group 
explodes, undermined by human 
problems and the wear of time in 
particular. The Top Guns only lived 
for three years, certainly providing 
French skiing with the foundations 
of ambition. 
This cission comes one year before 
the Albertville Olympics, good or 
bad news? The future will tell.  
 

 

    
Series of four "Top Guns" postacards published for 

the Albertville Olympic Games by 
Banque Populaire – YS Collection  
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Albertville, here they are !!! 
The men's downhill is the first 
alpine ski event to take place on 
February 9, 1992, the day after the 
Opening Ceremony. 

Postmark dated February 9, 1992 
YS Collection  

 
There are four of them, including 
three ex Top Guns. Jean Luc 
Crétier is not selected. Luc 
Alphand will finish 12th, Denis 
Rey 27th and Adrien Duvillard 
retires. 
 

Albertville Olympic Games Men's Downhill 
Ticket – YS Collection  

 
 

All hopes are on Franck Piccard. 
In full doubts for several weeks 
and places unworthy of his 
status, Franck comes back to life. 
 

Cover of the Daily Games edited by the 
Dauphiné – YS Collection 

 

He finished second in the downhill 
just 5 hundredths behind Austrian 
Patrick Ortlieb, Olympic 
Champion. French skiing is 
launched.

 
Autographed postcard Franck Piccard 

YS Collection  

 
During the combined, which takes 
place over two days (February 10 
and 11), Jean-Luc Crétier inherits 
the worst place, the fourth. 
Disappointment for the ex Top 
Gun. The 16th, in Super G, Franck 
Piccard defends his title. He will 
retire and Luc Alphand, the best 
Frenchman, finished 16th. 
In the technical events, only 
Franck Piccard participates in the 
giant slalom but finishes 18th. This 
discipline will bring him other joys 
at the end of his career with in 
particular a victory in Solden 
(Austria) and a third place in the 
classification of the specialty that 
same year. 

 
Autographed postcard Franck Piccard 

YS Collection  

 
He retired from sports at the end of 
the 1995/96 season. 

1996, it has been a year since Luc 
Alphand revealed himself to the 
general public and took over from 
Franck Piccard in the hearts of the 
French. 

 
Luc Alphand poster edited by Ski Français 

YS Collection  
 

After finishing 8th in the two speed 
events of the Lillehammer Olympic 
Games, Lucho has strung together 
the podiums and victories in three 
years. It all started in Kitzbühel, the 
Mecca of alpine skiing, on February 
14, 1995, where he won the two 
descents which took place on the 
same day on the famous Streif slope. 
 

 
Cover of l’Equipe,  the day after Luc Alphand’s 

double victory -   YS Collection  
 

From this date, he will dominate the 
speed events with twenty-three 
podiums including twelve victories, 
ten in downhill and two in Super-G. 
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It wins on the biggest races of the 
circuit: Bormio, Vail, Val d'Isère, 
Garmish-Partenkirchen and Val 
Gardena. Only Wengen, perhaps, 
is missing from his list. 

 
Luc Alphand autographed postcard 

YS Collection  

 
He won the downhill 
classification for three successive 
seasons 1995 to 1997, and the 
Super G globe in 1997. 
 

 
One of the dedicated Luc Alphand team 

YS  Collection  
 

1997 will be remembered as the 
great year of his career, since he 
won the “big crystal globe”, the 
general classification of the 
World Cup, thirty years later 
……………… Jean-Claude Killy 
again, the only French winner 
before him, in 1967. He won this 
general classification by 
competing only in the two speed 
tests. 
He therefore had to win four 
times in the downhill and twice 
in the super-G and not leave the 
podiums 

throughout the winter to get ahead 
of the versatile skiers capable of 
scoring points in all disciplines. 
 

Two press photos – YS Collection  

 
 

 
 

At the end of this 1997 season, he 
was crowned French “champion of 
champions” by the newspaper 
L'Équipe. 

 

 
Luc Alphand autographed postcard 

YS Collection  
 

Luc unfortunately does not have 
the same track record in one-day 
races. These races are not open to 
him. 

 
Poster Luc Alphand –  YS Collection  

 
He won a bronze medal in 1996, at 
the World Championships in Sierra 
Nevada, for seven participations in 
the World Championships and 
Olympic Games between Calgary 
1988 and Sestrière 1997. 
 

 
Serre Chevalier - Luc Alphand cap  

YS Collection 
His decision is made that he will not 
continue until the 1998 Olympic 
Winter Games in Nagano as a skier. 
He put an end to his skiing career at 
the age of 32. 
 
 

 
Luc Alphand cover published by La Poste 

YS Collection  
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It was as a consultant for France 
Télévisions from a cabin in 
Hakuba, site of the alpine events 
of the 1998 Olympic Games, that 
Luc witnessed the victory of his 
former teammate Jean-Luc 
Crétier in the downhill event on 
February 13, 1998, 30 also years 
later …………… always and again 
Jean-Claude Killy. 
 
 

 
Autographed postcard Jean Luc Crétier 

YS Collection 
 

 

Jean-Luc, had before this Olympic 
title only five podiums, and not 
the least: Val Gardena for his first 
in 1994 then Chamonix - Les 
Houches the same season, then 
three others, Beaver Creek, 
Wengen and Kitzbühel, the 
previous weeks in his title, but no 
World Cup victory. 
 
 

 
La Plagne – Jean Luc Crétier Cap 

YS Collection  

 
Envelope signed Jean Luc Crétier 

YS Collection 
 

He started off as one of the 
favorites and was able to hold his 
place on a track where everyone 
remembers the fall of Austrian 
champion Hermann Maier. 
 

 
Autographed postcard Jean Luc Crétier 

YS Collection  

 
He ended his career prematurely 
in 1999 following a new injury 
sustained during the World Cup 
downhill in Val Gardena (Italy) at 
the start of the following season. 
 

 
Cover of the Ski  Français magazine 

YS Collection 

 
Cover of L’Equipe – YS Collection 

 

And Denis Rey, will you tell me? 

 
Carte postale dédicacée Denis Rey 

Collection YS 
Even though it didn't have a track 
record, it was a Top Gun, and "If it 
hadn't been for the Top Guns, there 
wouldn't have been 92 .... and neither 
was 1998 ”estimates Jean-Luc. So 
Denis has a share in the success of the 
friends !! 

 
Photo of Luc and Franck carrying Jean Luc in 

triumph in Nagano - Internet Photo 
 


