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December 2019 

THE EDITO 
The returns received on the N ° 0 
of Hors-Pistes confirmed me to 
give a continuation to this 
number. 
Winter is settling in our regions 
and snow is present in our 
resorts. Many events of the 
various World Cups are on the 
program this winter 2019/2020. 
From ski cross during the first 
weekend of December to 
Telemark in Pralognan La 
Vanoise during the last weekend 
of January, through alpine skiing 
and biathlon. 
The Jura resort of Prémanon is 
hosting the Nordic skiing events 
of the 2020 Youth Olympic  

Poster World Cup Telemark in Pralognan La 
Vanoise – www.Pralognan.com 
 

 

Games organized by Lausanne 
Switzerland. 
In Hors-Pistes this early winter, 
alpine skiing with the Critérium 
de la Première Neige in Val 
d'Isère and the Biathlon in 
Annecy and Grand-Bornand are 
in the spotlight. 
 
Feel free to give me your opinion 
where your ideas on the 
newsletter 
to:yannick.surzur01@gmail.com 
 
 
Good Read, 
 

YANNICK 
 

 

The collector's item that I 
propose this month is a block of 
five stamps, with a face value of € 
9, issued this year by the French 
Post. The stamp reproduced is 
the stamp issued in 1937 for the 
seventh World Alpine Ski 
Championships, which took 
place in Chamonix, Haute-
Savoie. The stamp illustrates the 
ski jump. At that time, the 
Championships brought together 
alpine skiing 
and Nordic 
skiing. 

 

Bloc Chamonix 1937 et le timbre d’époque - 
Collection YS  

https://www.google.fr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjGh-mV26fjAhUFhRoKHbiHCI0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.rossignol.com/fr/rossignol-women/rossignol-women-ski-wear/rossignol-women-ski-wear-ski-jackets.html&psig=AOvVaw3Yn9vFtiOzI-6LqSUyGoJC&ust=1562757383877719
http://www.pralognan.com/
mailto:yannick.surzur01@gmail.com
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MARTIN FOURCADE  
NORDIC FESTIVAL 2019 

On August 31 and September 1, 
2019, the elite of biathlon and 
cross-country skiing met in 
Annecy, for the first edition of the 
Martin Fourcade Nordic Festival! 
 
Ski Chrono July / August 2019 autographed by 

Martin Fourcade - YS Collection 

 

A great first in ski-wheels, a 
discipline derived from cross-
country skiing that is practiced 
with skis on wheels, on the road 
and without snow. 
Private postcard with the autographed poster 

by Martin Fourcade - YS Collection

 

 

 

 

Goblet of the event  
YS Collection 

 

 

 

The Pâquier, a vast green 
esplanade on Lake Annecy, in the 
heart of the city center, has 
transformed itself over a weekend 
into a real Nordic summer ski 
arena, with an ephemeral firing 
point installed at the lake. 

 

Card with weekend program - YS Collection 
 

Two international men's and 
women's events were on the 
program. In biathlon, a mass start 
with sixteen of the world's best 
athletes on a 1700-meter loop, and 
a ski-wheel sprint with thirty-two 
athletes on a 900-meter loop. 

 
Dedications of the two current biathlon 

monsters, Martin Fourcade and Johannes Boe  
YS Collection 

 

The history of this first Martin 
Fourcade Nordic Festival will 
remember that the French 
Champion, Martin Fourcade, 
won his event. On the women's 
side, Italian Lisa Vittozzi (second 
in the 2018/2019 World Cup 
overall standings) won the event. 
 

 
 

Signed postcard of Dorothea Wierer issued by 
Rossignol - YS Collection 
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 « CRITERIUM DE LA PREMIERE NEIGE » 
VAL D’ISERE 

We are in the early 50s, and the 
Alpine Ski World Cup is far from 
existing. The season started in 
early January until the end of 
winter. The tests were mainly in 
Europe. 

The sports club of the Val d'Isère 
resort, under the leadership of 
Charles Diebold, decided to set 
up a competition in December 
and to attract French and 
foreign skiers in the training 
phase during this month. The 
Criterium of the First Snow is 
born. It will be as the name 
suggests the first appointment 
of the season. It will be until 
1981. 

 
First poster of the Critérium de la 

Première Neige  in 1955 - 
Pim Collection 

 

The first official competition 
takes place in December 1955. If 
Jean Bourdaleix is the first 
winner, the local Firmin Mattis 
wins two 

 
 

 
Jean Bourdaleix's sheet – www.worldcup-valdisere.com 

 

times in slalom and on the handset. 
In the first eight years, only three 
races are out of the men's France 
team. The races of the 60s are in the 
image of the Teams of France at the 
World Championships and the 
Olympic Games, where they trust 
the podiums. 

 
Critérium de la  

Première Neige  1965 poster - 
Pim Collection 

 

In 1965, led by the iconic coach 
Honoré Bonnet, out of the seven 
races offered that year, she set 15 
podiums including five victories. 
A record !!! 
Designed in 1966 by Serge Lang, 
the Alpine Ski World Cup was 
born in January 1967 with a giant 
slalom opening this season. The 
Criterium is not retained as in 
the second. It was only during 
the 1968/1969 season that he 
appeared at the opening of the 
World Cup. 

 

 
 

Postcard  from collection « Portraits - 
Criterium de la Première Neige » - YS 

Collection 

http://www.worldcup-valdisere.com/
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The winners were Karl Schranz 
(Austria) for men and Françoise 
Macchi (France) for women, both in 
giant slalom. 

 
 

Critérium de la  
Première Neige  1968 poster – Collection Pim 

 

 

 
Postcard  from collection « Portraits - Criterium de la Première Neige » - YS Collection  

Since that season, the Critérium de la Première Neige has hardly left the World Cup calendar. Since 1955, four 
times, the races were canceled because of lack of snow or bad weather. More than 100 races, all tests 
combined, took place on different tracks of Val d'Isère: the OK (Oreiller-Killy) on the Daille, the Face of 
Bellevarde or Solaise in particular. 

Magazine "Trajectoires" published by 
  the Val d'Isère Sports Club 

YS Collection 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The arrival racket at La Daille 
Postcard published by André 

Collection YS 
 

 

 
 
 

View of the Face of Bellevarde 
Postcard edited by André 

YS Collection 
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As for each sporting event, a 
poster is specially edited for each 
edition of the Criterium. 
Although the posters of the first 
years have been brief, since the 
mid-1970s, the posters have been 
colourful and often put the skier 
into action. 
Often local skier like Franck 
Piccard in 1988, Patrice Bianchi in 
1992, Ingrid Jacquemod in 2006 
and 2009, Julien Lizeroux in 2010 
and most recently Victor-Muffat 
Jandet in 2017 and 2018… 
 

 
Critérium 1988 Poster – 

PIM Collection 

For the 50th anniversary, in 1995, 
it is the French and world star of 
the moment, Luc Alphand who is 
present on the poster and the 
program. 
 

 
Programme of the Critérium 1995 –  

YS Collection 

For the 60th anniversary, in 2015, 
local stars of the 60s, Jean-Claude 
Killy and Marielle Goitschel, as 
well as the recent double world 
champion Jean Baptiste Grange, 
are invited. 
 

 
 

Program of the Critérium 2015 dedicated by 
Jean Baptiste Grange - YS Collection 

 

In the last ten years, the Austrian 
Ogre, Marcel Hirscher, will win 7 
races out of 18 competitions. The 
Frenchman, Alexis Pinturault 
with three victories, follows him 
from a respectable distance. 
 

 
 

2017 Giant Slalom Official Results  
Victory of Alexis Pinturault 

YS Collection 

 

 

Critérium 2018 Bib - YS Collection 

On the female side, the 
dominance of an athlete is less 
evident. Indeed, while Lindsey 
Vonn has won five victories on 
the slopes of the Oreiller-Killy 
track, Lara Gut follows her to a 
length. 

 
Trophy Reproduction – DB Collection 

 

 
Cover  published by La Poste 

YS Collection 
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This year, the events take place 
over two weekends, as they have 
for several years. The giant slalom 
will open the Critérium on 
Saturday, December 14th, followed 
by a special slalom on Sunday on 
the Bellevarde track. The women’s 
events will take place the following 
weekend with a downhill on 
Saturday 21st followed by a 
combined on Sunday, on the 
Oreiller-Killy track at the Daille. 

 
Poster 2019– www.worldcup-valdisere.com 

 
Critérium Opener Vest-  DB Collection 

 

 

Lecture :  

The reading I recommend is not a single book but an event. To 
complete the article on the Critérium de la Première Neige in Val 
d'Isère, here are four books to know everything about it: these 
beginnings, these tracks, its winners, etc. 
Three of these books are written by ski specialists such as Serge and 
Patrick Lang, Yves Perret or Gilles Chappaz and are prefaced by French 
Champions Jean Claude Killy or Luc Alphand. 
Finally, the fourth is not really a book but rather a box containing the 
records of all the female and male winners of a Critérium event. 

Pistes « Françaises » de Légende 
Collection YS 

 
The Great Moments of the  Critérium de la 
Première Neige, 25 years of the World Cup - 

YS Collection

 

 
Critérium de la Première Neige, 1955 – 2005 

YS  Collection  

 
 

Critérium de la Première Neige 
Entries of the winners 

YS Collection

 

Next Issue:  

The number 2 of Off-Piste will be released at the beginning of April 2020, including the summary: Emile Allais, 
the 2020 Youth Olympic Games in Les Rousses, to discover French Skicross. 

http://www.worldcup-valdisere.com/
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BIATHLON WORLD CUP 
TO THE GRAND-BORNAND 

In a few days, the third week of 
competition of the 2019/2020 
Biathlon World Cup season will 
take place at the Grand 
Bornand. From 19 to 22 
December, Annecy-Le Grand 
Bornand will host six events 
(three women’s and men’s): 
sprint, pursuit and mass-start. 
 

 
 

Poster 2019 -  www.legrandbornand.com 
 

 

This is the 
third time 
after 2013 
and 2017 
(2015 was 
cancelled 

due to lack 
of snow) that 

the Upper 
Savoy resort 

hosts the 
Biathlon 

World Cup.  
 

Program 2013 
YS Collection 

These events will take place at the 
biathlon international shooting 
stadium Sylvie Becaert (named 
after the World Champion in a 
2003 sprint in Khanty-Mansiysk 
(Russia) and in a mixed relay in 
Pyeongchang (South Korea) 2009), 
which is located in the heart of the 
station. 

 
Postcard – Collection YS 

 
During the previous edition in 2017, 
spectators experienced a 
memorable last day in intensity 
and emotions. 

 
Program of the 2019edition in English, dedicated by 
Antonin Guigonat , Quentin Fillon Maillet and Celia 

Aymonier – YS Collection 
The mass start was on the agenda for 
the day. It saw Martin Fourcade in the 
men’s category and Justine Braisaz in 
the women’s category. 
We will remember that it was during 
the sprint that France and Le Monde 
discovered a newcomer to the French 
team, Antonin Guigonnat who 
finished third and first podium, 
behind Johannes 

 
Strip Flags - YS Collection 

http://www.legrandbornand.com/
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Boe (1st) and Martin Fourcade 
(2nd), excused from the little. 
Since then he won a silver medal 
in the World Championships 
and climbed eleven times on a 
World Cup podium. 

 
2017 Edition Poster - YS Collection 

 
Carte postale édition 2019 - Collection YS 

 
It is therefore a great opportunity 
to see our French team champions 
shine at home, at the Sylvie Becaert 
International Stadium and in a 
magnificent setting. 
 

 
Logo Sticker - YS Collection 

Annecy- Le Grand-Bornand will again 
pick one of the world’s biggest 
biathlon events in 2020 and 2021… In 
fact, it is an essential part of the 
circuit. It is the only French station to 
host a Biathlon World Cup event. 
 

 
2013 Edition Poster - YS Collection 

FIRST SINCE 2010! 

You’re wondering, aren’t you? 
But who can he talk to us about? 
Quite simply, from the 
President of the F.F.S. (French 
Ski Federation), Michel Vion. 
Next June, he will celebrate his 
10 years as the head of this 
federation created in 1924 
following the Winter Olympic 
Games in Chamonix. 
 

Philatelic Cover - YS Collection 

 
Originally from Savoyard, he 
practised skiing at a very young 
age and teams of young people 
from France in 1975. 

He became a member of the 
Reserve Team and joined the 
National Team in 1981. He had a 
short career in the World Cup from 
1980 to 1985. During this period, he 
won a win at Wengen in combined 
and especially a World Champion 
title in the same discipline in 1982, 
in Schladming. 
 

Carte postale dédicacée - Collection YS 

 
Twelve years that France has been 
waiting for a men’s title, since Jean-
Noël Augert in 1970 in spécial 
slalom and twenty-nine years 

before Jean Baptiste Grange 
succeeded him in 2011.

 
From the Front Page of the Team - YS Collection 

 

Retired from the competition, 
Bernard Chevallier, then president of 
the F.F.S., called him in 1992 as 
Technical Director of alpine skiing, 
then was appointed National 
Technical Director, a position he left 
in 2001. 
He returned in 2010, was elected 
president of the F.F.S., and was re-
elected in 2014 and 2018. 

 


