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2019  September 

THE EDITO 
You have just received the 
Number 0 of a new newsletter 
«Hors-Pistes», dedicated 
entirely to French freestyle 
skiing, alpine and nordic, 
illustrated only by objects of 
collections (from philately to 
memorabilia via the book or 
autograph) and archives. 

The title given to this newsletter 
is no accident, since Hors-Piste 
(sans s) was the title of a 
program devoted to winter 
sports presented by Christophe 
Pleynet on the Eurosport 
channel. A little nod to this 
show and its presenter! This 
bulletin will be published online 
three times a year (January, 
April and September) with 
articles related to the news of 
French skiing but also articles 
about the great hours spent in 
French skiing and articles 
related to the mythical sites of 
skiing or the stars present or 
past of international skiing. 

The title given to this newsletter 
is not a coincidence, since Off-
Piste (without s) was the title of 
a I will also present the books on 
skiing and I will visit for you the 
museums of ski, winter sports or 
the Olympic Games. 

 

You have received this Number 0, 
because just like me you are above 
all a fan of skiing and perhaps also 
collector or you leave the ski 
family. If you do not wish to 
follow up on this newsletter, 
please let me know by return mail. 

This newsletter also aims to 
bring together collectors on the 
theme of ski and winter sports to 
bring us around 2023 and 
perhaps meet us on the side of 
Courchevel and Méribel. 
This newsletter is also yours and 
you can also participate in the 
life of this newsletter, by sending 
me your wishes, your reviews or 
by participating in the writing of 
articles. 

For this number 0, I propose you 
to return to three facts 2019: the 
nomination, at the head of the 
Organizing Committee of the 
2023 Alpine Ski World 
Championships in Courchevel 
and Méribel, of the French 
multi-medalist in alpine skiing 
Perrine Pelen, the finals of the 
Alpine Ski World Cup in Soldeu 
in Andorra with two beautiful 
French victories and 
international news obliges 
tribute to the Austrian Alpine 
Ski Ogre, I mean Marcel 
Hirscher of course. 

I wish you a good reading and 
await your feedback on this issue 
0,       

YANNICK 

Contact : 
yannick.surzur01@gmail.com 

The first collector piece I 
present is this brooch (today it 
looks like pin’s) of the Alpine 
Ski World Championships 
held in Chamonix in 1962. It 
represents the logo of these 
Championships with the 
Mont-Blanc Chain and the 
logo of the International Ski 
Federation (FIS) in main 
themes. 
 

 
YS Collection 
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PERRINE PELEN  
1976 ALPINE SKI WORLD CUP  

AT THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS  
COURCHEVEL – MERIBEL 2023 

On 17 May 2018, the International 
Ski Federation awards the 2023 
Alpine Ski World Championships 
to the joint candidacy of the two 
resorts of the Domaine des Trois 
Vallées: Courchevel and Méribel. 
 
 

 
Logo of the 2023 World Championships – FFS 

 

This will be the fourth Alpine Ski 
World Championships held in 
France after Chamonix in 1937 
and 1962 and Val d'Isère in 2009. 
In April 2019, Perrine Pelen is 
appointed Director General of the 
Organizing Committee of the 
2023 World Championships. 

Perrine Pelen is the iconic skier 
of French skiing from the late 
1970s and early 1980s. 

 
Cover of  Ski Français magazine  

Collection YS 
 

She presents one of the best 
French women skiers. She 
joined the French team in 1976 
to stop her career in 1986. 
Specialist in special slalom and 
giant slalom, she won 15 races 
and climbed 43 times on a 
podium. 
She won her first international 
medal in 1980 at the Lake Placid 
Olympics with a bronze medal 
in Giant Slalom. That same year, 
she won the Special Slalom 
World Cup, finishing in her best 
position of her career in the 
general standings, fourth. 

 

 

Cover of  l’Equipe february 22, 1980 – 
YS  Collection  

 

At every international event with a 
silver medal in the combined at 
the Schladming World 
Championships in 1982, 

 
Temporary Schladming Cancellation with 
Combined Podium Photo – YS Collection 
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a bronze medal in giant slalom 
and a silver medal at the 1984 
Sarajevo Olympic Games 
 

 
Cover of  l’Equipe of 14 February 1984 

YS  Collection  
 

to finish in apotheosis with the 
title of Special Slalom World 
Champion at Bormio in 1985, at 
its last international event. She 
will share the podium with her 
French team mate, Christelle 
Guignard 

 
French Ski Review of April 1985 

 YS  Collection  

 

It is noted, that over the past ten 
years on the tracks of the World 
Cup, she finished seven times on 
the podium of the special slalom 
classification. 
 

 
Cover of  l’Equipe from February 11, 1985 to the 

day after the title of Perrine Pelen 
Collection YS 

 

 

 
Autographed postcard Salomon –  

 Collection YS 
 

But Perrine Pelen, they are not only 
legs, it is also a «head», with a 
training of physiotherapist. She 
became Marketing Manager in 
Savoie-Mont-Blanc for 30 years 
before being appointed to head the 
Organizing Committee of the 2023 
World Championships. Success for 
her and the team that surrounds her 
for these Championships!! 

 

« Together for 2023 » 
 

 

 
Advertising media (155 cm x 100 cm) for the Courchevel-Méribel application  

at the 2023 Alpine Ski World Championships - YS Collection 
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FIRST FOR EVER!! 

Their names were Camille and 
Maurice Mandrillon, Georges 
Berthet and André Vandelle, 
from the Jura and the 
military. They are and will 
forever be the first French 
Olympic or world medalists. 
It is 29 January 1924 during the 
first Winter Olympic Games 
taking place in Chamonix, 
Haute-Savoie. 
 

 
Postcard with a poster of the Chamonix 

Olympic Games –  
Editions Clouet - YS Collection 

 

This day, the military ski event is 
held by patrols of four men (the 
ancestor of the biathlon) on a 30 
km course during which a target 
shot is made. This sport 
appeared at the beginning of the 
20th century combining cross-
country skiing and shooting. Six 
teams started the event, each 
consisting of an officer, a non-
commissioned officer and two 
soldiers. 

 

Race route – Official report of the 1924 Olympic Games Paris/Chamonix - CIO 

It is a dreadful time for this 
military ski event to take 
place. The athletes had to fight 
against the wind and snow on a 
course they discovered only at the 
time of departure. 
This route offered a steep altitude 
difference, since the starting stage 
was at 1,034 metres and the high 
point, Chamarillon at 1,820 
metres. 

The Swiss team, impressive from 
the start of the race, won it, almost 
5mns ahead of the Finnish team. 
The French team, led by Warrant 
Officer Camille Mandrillon, will 
finish third and bronze at 19 
minutes from the Swiss Olympic 
Champions. 

 

 
Official results  – Official report of the 1924 Olympic Games Paris/Chamonix - CIO 
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It was noted that Warrant Officer 
Camille Mandrillon was the flag bearer 
for the French team and he also took 
the Olympic oath at the opening 
ceremony. 

 
Inside page of the newspaper L'Illustration du 

February 2, 1924, Olympic Oath – YS Collection 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

France Team Postcard – From left to right: 
Camille Mandrillon (9), Maurice Mandrillon (12), Adrien Vandelle (10) et Georges Berhet (11) 

Edition Monnier – Collection YS 

 

 
It will take nearly 70 years for France to 
win another medal per team in 
biathlon. On 14 February 1992, during the 
Albertville Olympic Games, Corinne 
Niogret, Véronique Claudel and Anne 
Briand became Olympic champions in 
team racing. It was also a first for the 
French team, since the female biathlon 
made its first appearance on the Olympic 
Games program. This team event is no 
longer running today.  

Olympic Champions Postcard – Ski Français Edition - YS Collection 
 

 
Women’s Relay Event Ticket – YS Collection 
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2019 ALPIN SKIING THE WORLD CUP FINALS 
IN SOLDEU (ANDORRA) 

After hosting two Women’s 
Alpine Ski World Cup events in 
2012 and 2016, and several 
European Cup events since 2008, 
 

 
Stamp with first day cancellation issued by 

Andorra in 2008 – YS Collection 
* 

This year the Principality of 
Andorra received the Men’s and 
Women’s Finals of the Alpine Ski 
World Cup in Soldeu, at the Ski 
Resort Grandvalira, from March 11 
to 17, 2019. 
 

 
Stamps issued by Andorra in 2012 –  

YS Collection 
 

They will be the most prestigious 
winter sporting event ever held in 
Andorra. 
After the men’s and women’s 
finals of the Alpine Ski World 
Cup, the titles are awarded in 
each of the disciplines of slalom, 
giant slalom, super giant and 
downhill as well as those of the 
general classification. The world’s 
top 25 in each of the disciplines 
and categories moved around and 
took part in this final event. 

 
2019 Alpine Ski World Cup Finals Sticker  

YS Collection 
 

The races took place on two 
tracks. AVET, a track approved 
by the FIS in 2007 that hosted 
the technical disciplines of 
slalom and giant slalom. In 2012, 
it was the scene of the Women’s 
Alpine Ski World Cup events. It 
is over 1,200 metres long and has 
an average slope of 37%. 

The Àliga, track approved in 2013, 
which seen from the sky presents 
a double in the shape of X, the 
symbol of the Grandvalira-Soldeu 
logo, welcomed the speed 
disciplines. The length of the Àliga 
SG is 2800 meters with a height 
difference of 756 meters and an 
average slope of 28%. 

 
2019 Alpine Ski World Cup Final Bib  

 YS Collection 

 

 
 

Maximum postcard of the 2019 Alpine Ski World Cup finals –  
Private Edition - YS Collection 
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These finals were crowned by the men’s general classification of the undefeated Austrian Marcel Hirscher, 
who won his eighth consecutive title and the women of the young but confirmed American (24) Mikaela 
Schiffrin won her third consecutive title. 
The French men’s team returned from this short trip to Andorra, with two victories from technicians Alexis 
Pinturault and Clément Noël. A victory for Alexis who completed a successful year with his title as Combined 
World Champion and a third victory in slalom for Clément promising for the future! 

  
Postcard by Alexis Pinturault and Clément Noël on the slopes of Soldeü during the finals –  

Private Edition - YS Collection 

To read :  

The first book I recommend is a book about the precursor of French 
alpine skiing: EMILE ALLAIS. He was first in all, as the book covers: 
1st Olympic Medalist, 1st World Champion, 1st Instructor and 1st 
Tracker. This book, written by the daughter of Emile Allais, Karen 
Allais Pallender and by the excellent columnist of the magazine Ski 
Chrono and writer of several books on skiing, Gilles Chappaz It was 
first published in 2007 by Éditions Guérin but quickly exhausted. He 
was reissued by his daughter in 2010 and a new edition in 2011, 
including new illustrations, an additional chapter and a preface by 
Jean-ClaudeKilly.    

 

 
 

Cover of the first and last edition of the book – http://www.emileallais.com 

 

 
Book dedication by Emile Allais and his daughter 

Karen - YS Collection

 

Next Issue :  

The number 1 of Hors-Piste will be released at the beginning of December 2019, including: The Critérium de la 
Première Neige in Val d'Isère and the Biathlon World Cup at Grand Bornand, as well as a review of the first 
Martin Fourcade Nordic Festival. 

http://www.emileallais.com/
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THE AUSTRIAN ALPINE OGRE: MARCEL 
HIRSCHER 

Four September 2019, on 
Austrian television, Marcel 
Hirscher announces the end of 
his career as a professional 
alpine skier. Back to the 
exceptional list of an exceptional 
skier!! 
Born in 1989, Marcel climbs his 
first skis at the age of two. In 
2005, he joins the European Cup 
and in 2007 joins the World 
Cup. He won his first victory in 
2010 in Kransjka Gora 
(Slovenia). His career took off in 
the 2011-2012 season. He won the 
giant slalom globe as well as the 
general ranking globe, making 
Marcel the youngest winner. 
 
 

 
Dedicated Team Magazine – YS Collection 

In the 2012-2013 season, he won 
the special slalom at the World 
Championships in Schladming 
(Austria). He won for the second 
time the general classification 
and the special slalom globe. 
The 2013-2014 season is the 
same, with its second globe in 
special slalom and its third globe 
in the overall classification. 

His eight victories in the 2014-2015 
season made Marcel the first skier 
to win the World Cup overall four 
times in a row. He also won the two 
globes in special slalom and giant 
slalom and became double World 
Champion in Vail-Beaver Creek 
(USA).  
 

 
Autographed postcard - YS Collection 

In the 2015-2016 season, he 
expanded his winning roster with 
his first and only Super G victory in 
Beaver-Creek (USA). At the end of 
the season, he equals Marc 
Girardelli’s record by winning his 
fifth big crystal globe, but he is the 
first alpine skier to do so in a row. 
He also wins his third giant slalom 
globe. The 2016-2017 season sees 
Marcel Hirscher overtake Marc 
Girardelli and equaled Annemarie 
Moser-Pröll, with his sixth 
consecutive victory in the World 
Cup general classification, which 
he won five races before the end of 
the season. The fourth giant slalom 
and special slalom globes complete 
his list. At the World 
Championships in Saint-Moritz 
(Switzerland), he was double 
World Champion in these two 
disciplines. 

The last skier to achieve this feat 
was Alberto Tomba in 1996. 

During the 2017-2018 season, he 
became the second men’s alpine skier 
with 55 victories behind the 86 
victories of untouchable Ingemar 
Stenmark, ahead of Alberto Tomba 
and Hermann Maier! He once again 
won the triple General Classification, 
special slalom and giant 
slalom. Competing in three events at 
the Olympic Winter Games in 
Pyeongchang (South Korea), he won 
his first two Olympic titles in giant 
slalom and alpine combined. He 
failed in special slalom, when he was 
the big favorite. 

 

 
Signed 2015 Meribel Finals Bib – YS Collection 

 

The last 2018-2019 season is a copy of 
the previous season with the final 
victory in the general standings, in 
special slalom and in giant slalom. At 
the World Championships in Are 
(Sweden) he won the world title in the 
special slalom. 
In summary Marcel Hirscher is: 
- 8 globes of the general classification 
- 6 special slalom globes 
- 6 giant slalom globes 
- 7 World Champion titles 
- 2 Olympic titles 

 


