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Greek swimmer, Spyros Gianniotis, led off the torch relay
at Ancient Olympia. (Photo: Norm Jacobs)

The 2012 Torch Relay
and Its Philatelic Aspects

by Mark Maestrone

Y
ou know the quadrennial Olympic Games is
just around the corner when the Olympic
Torch Relay gets underway. The event –
really a series of mini-events – always begins

with the ceremonial lighting of the Olympic Flame
at Ancient Olympia. Greek torch bearers are given
the honor of relaying the flame around Greece before
passing the torch to the host country in the formal
Handover Ceremony at the Panathenaic Stadium.

In past years, it had become the custom to send
the torch on a goodwill relay around the world to
kindle interest in the Games. Sadly this tradition has
been curtailed due in part to the many protests
against the Chinese government – largely on humani-
tarian grounds – that dogged the relay prior to the
2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. Now, when the relay
concludes in Greece, usually a week or so after the
lighting, the Olympic Flame is transported directly to
the host country to begin their torch relay.

The Lighting Ceremony is a very inspirational
event with traditions dating back to the first relay

prior to the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games. This year
it occurred on Thursday, 10 May and for the first
time was open to the general public who were able
to view the ceremony from the grassy embankment
on the north side of the stadium. The ceremonies
at Ancient Olympia and Athens (17 May) are de-
scribed in full detail in “A Personal Journey to An-
cient Olympia Where It All Began” beginning on
page 3 of this issue.

The Torch

The torch for the 2012 London Olympic Games
was designed by east Londoners Edward Barber
and Jay Osgerby.

The design of an Olympic torch is highly iconic
incorporating all manner of symbolism.

London’s torch is triangular in shape – a first in
torch design. The number three represents: the
three times London has hosted the Games (1908,
1948, 2012); the motto of the Olympic Games,
“Faster, Higher, Stronger”; and the vision of the
London’s Games to unite “sport, education and
culture.”

It is perforated by 8,000
laser-drilled holes repre-
senting the 8,000 torch
bearers who will carry
the torch throughout
the country.

The 2012 torch is
also very functional in
design. It is composed
of an inner and outer
skin manufactured
from a lightweight alu-
minum alloy to which a
gold color finish has
been applied. The per-
foration of the skin per-
mits quick dissipation of
the heat generated by
the flame. While tall at
80 cm (31½ inches), the torch is surprising light
weighing just 800 grams (1¾ pounds), making it is
easier for younger torch bearers to carry.

The largest torch was designed for the Centen-
nial Olympic Games. At nearly 32 inches it’s only ½-
inch longer than the London torch, but fully double
the weight, tipping the scales at a hefty 3½ pounds!

According to London 2012 Olympic officials, the
torches are worth £495 ($770) but were sold to
bearers for £295 ($460).
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The Greek Relay

Following the lighting of the London Olympic
Torch by the High Priestess, Ino Menegaki, the first
Greek torch bearer, swimmer Spyros Gianniotis,
headed off toward the nearby Coubertin Grove to pay
homage to the founder of the Modern Olympic
Games, Baron Pierre de Coubertin, whose heart is
interred there in a monument.

Over the course of 8 days, a total of 490 Greek
runners relayed the torch some 2,900 kilometers
(1,800 miles). In addition to the runners, the torch
was also carried by vehicle, boat and air. The day-by-
day schedule was as follows:

Participation of Hellas Post

The Greek post office issued a very attractive
personalized stamp for the occasion, along with a
full compliment of seven relay postmarks and
special commemorative covers.

The stamps consisted of a personalized stamp
from 2008 depicting the Greek flag with a face value
of €0.67 (the international postcard/letter rate was
actually €0.78) and an attached vignette (label) with
stylized versions of the Olympic Flame in a caul-
dron. The pair (i.e., one stamp plus the attached
vignette) sold for €1.00. These were placed on sale
on 10 May.

According to a postal offi-
cial in Athens, the stamps
were printed in panes of 10
pairs stacked vertically on the
s h e e t ,  t h e n  s e p a r a t e d
(mechanically?) into pairs for
sale. Panes of the stamps
were never placed on sale,
presumably to deter dealers
from buying up the limited
issue. So far this seems to be
true as I’ve not heard of any
collector who has purchased
them in that format. SPI
member, Thomas Lippert,
confirms that even at post
offices along the route of the
Torch Relay, the stamps were
sold only in separated pairs.

We have been told that
the printing quantity totaled
27,500 pairs. Of these, 22,500
pairs were used for produc-
tion of the special commem-
orative envelopes. The re-
maining 5,000 were distrib-
uted to the postal stores of
Ancient Olympia, Ioannina,
Kavala, Drama, Lamia, Acrop-
olis, the temporary post office
at the Zappeion during the
World Olympic Collectors’
Fair and the Post Collection
store.

A problem that surfaced
was how to determine the
postal value of the stamps
when applied to an envelope
or post card.
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The post office at Olympia consid-
ered the pair to pay €1.00 postage even
though the franking value of the stamp
was only €0.67. This is confirmed by
the registered cover I mailed from
Olympia on 10 May which bears the
flag stamp with Olympic Flame vi-
gnette plus a single €2.29 Zakynthos
stamp. This paid the postage (€0.78)
plus the registration fee (€2.50) for a
total of €3.38 (overfranked by €0.01).

(Right) Registered letter to the USA from
the post office at Olympia. The €0.67 flag
stamp was deemed by the Olympia postal
officials to be worth €1.00 since that was
the retail price for the pair (stamp + label).
Thus, only €2.28 was needed to pay the
remaining postage (1c overfranked).

The Zappeion post office booth also accepted
the personalized stamp for regular postage even
though technically the value of the stamp was €0.11
short of the letter/postcard rate of €0.78.

If mailing a registered letter, however, some post
offices counted the flag-and-flame pair at the face
value of €0.67, requiring an additional €2.61 to satisfy
the €3.28 fee.

To make matters even more confusing, the
Kavala post office accepted for registration prepaid
(non-Olympic related) envelopes purchased for
€1.35 with or without additional postage! Clearly,
consistency is not Hellas Post’s strong suit.

The personalized Greek flag stamp from 2008 with the
attached vignette depicting the Olympic Flame.

Above left, SPI-member Norm Jacobs preparing mail for special postmarks at the modern Olympia post office. At right,
the very helpful postal clerk took great care in applying the cancellations.
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The seven torch relay postmarks (there was no
postmark for 11 May) are identical in design and size,
depicting a flame in the bowl of a torch. The flame
resembles that on the stamp’s vignette. The text
around the top of the postmarks read:

10 May postmark: “Lighting Olympic Flame”
(ΑΦΗ   ΟΛΥΜΠΙΑΚΗΣ   ΦΛΟΓΑΣ)

12-16 May: “Overnight Stop Olympic Flame”
(ΔΙΑΝΥΚΤΕΡΕΥΣΗ   ΟΛΥΜΠΙΑΚΗΣ   ΦΛΟΓΑΣ)

17 May: “Handover Olympic Flame
(ΠΑΡΑΔΟΣΗ   ΟΛΥΜΠΙΑΚΗΣ   ΦΛΟΓΑΣ)

In using the torch relay postmarks on covers or
cards franked with the flag-and-flame pair, some
clerks would refuse to apply the postmark to the
vignette portion (Olympic Collector’s Fair post of-
fice), while at others (Olympia post office) they
happily tied both stamp and label to the cover.

Also of interest to collectors are the cacheted
covers sold by Hellas Post at individual post offices
along the torch route. The five covers from Ioannina,
Kavala, Drama, Lamia, and Acropolis were priced
at €2.50 each which included the stamp and
Olympic Flame vignette with the Torch Relay
postmark. The covers from Ancient Olympia and
Panathenaic Stadium included a medal from the
National Mint. These covers (with stamps and
postmark) sold for €9 each.

Thomas Lippert reported that when he visited
the Lamia post office, he was told that there were
no cacheted covers available because the mayor of
the town had bought them all!

Quantities of the special covers are listed below.

Ancient Olympia (10/05/2012): 7,500 covers with
medal of the Lighting of the Flame.

Ioannina (12/05/2012): 1,500 covers.
Kavala (13/05/2012): 1,500 covers.
Dramas (14/05/2012): 1,500 covers.
Lamia (15/05/2012): 1,500 covers.
Parthenon (16/05/2012): 1,500 covers.
Panathenaic Stadium(17/05/2012): 7,500 covers with

medal of the Handover of the Flame.

The Torch Relay postmarks from (top) Ancient Olympia,
Ioannina, Kavala, Drama, Lamia, Acropolis, and the
Panathenaic Stadium (Athens). Note: the Ancient
Olympia postmark is the same size as the others.

(Right) Hellas Post
cacheted cover for the
Torch Relay’s overnight
stop at Kavala on 13 May.
The covers with stamp
and postmark were sold
for €2.50 each.



20   Summer 2012 Journal of Sports Philately

Golf and the Modern Olympic Games

by Patricia Loehr

I
n the 1890s some sports enthusiasts led by Baron
Pierre de Coubertin began preparing for a revival
of the Ancient Greek Olympic Games. Once
established, they would evolve into what would

become today’s Modem Olympic Games.
Following the First Games of the Modern Era

held in Athens in 1896, a decision was made that
Athens would not be the permanent location for
hosting future Olympic Games. During the early
years of trying to recreate the ancient Olympics for
a twentieth century world, the International Olympic
Committee scheduled the second, third, and fourth

Olympics to be conducted in conjunction with
World Fairs. For many reasons the “World Fair”
Olympics were not as successful as the First Olym-
piad of 1896.1  

Because golf was already well-established in
many countries by the time it appeared in the 1900
Olympic Games, it may have seemed fitting and
justified to have it on the program. France, the host
of the 1900 Olympics, was the first continental
European country to have a golf club, the Golf Club
de Pau that formed in 1856. In Belgium, the oldest
golf club is the Royal Antwerp Golf Club founded in
1888 (Figure 1).2 Moreover, the (British) Open
Championship had been held annually since 1861.3

(Left) An undated women’s golf match, perhaps from the 1900 Paris Olympic Games. (Right)  Canadian, George Lyon,
winner of the men’s 1904 Olympic golf event.

Figure 1. Belgium
2007 definitive
(permanently
valid) golf stamp
in self-adhesive
booklet of ten.
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Golf’s popularity spread beyond Europe. By 1895,
when the United States Golf Association (USGA)
held its first national championships, there were
more than 80 golf clubs in the country. Another
administrator for the sport in the United States is the
Western Golf Association (WGA). Begun in 1899, the
WGA organized its own competitions similar to
those of the USGA.

In 1900, British golfer Harry Vardon (Figure 2)
was on an exhibition tour playing in golf matches
throughout the United States. Having won his first
Open Championship in the Olympic year of 1896,
Vardon became the United States Open Champion
during his 1900 tour.

The first Canadian and Australian Open Champi-
onships, along with the first French Amateur Open,
were held in the Olympic year 1904. Argentina
inaugurated an Amateur Championship in 1895. A

Ladies' Championship followed in 1904.
These are just some examples of golf’s increas-

ing presence around the world at the beginning of
the twentieth century.

1900 Paris Olympic Games

The second modern Olympic Games was held
in conjunction with the six-month long Universal
Paris Exposition of 1900. So many sporting events
were held during this period that it was sometimes
difficult for athletes, organizers, and spectators to
know which events were part of the Games of the
IInd Olympiad. Women competed for the first time
at the Paris Olympics of 1900.

The golf events were held 2-4 October in
Compiègne4 (Figure 3) located north of Paris. The
36-hole, stroke play men’s event of 2 October

Figure 3. Roller
cancel from 1949
promoting golf in
Compiègne,
venue for the
1900 Olympic golf
competitions.

Figure 2. FDC for the Jersey stamp set honoring
Harry Vardon who was born on the Channel
Island of Jersey and learned to play golf there.
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(Figure 4) had twelve entrants and was won by
Charles Sands of the USA.

On 3 October, a 9-hole, stroke play event for
women with ten competitors was won by Margaret
Abbott5 of the USA. By winning this golf event she
became  the first – and only – United States woman
Olympic golf champion. The events held on 4
October are not considered Olympic by historians.

Abbott became one of Charles Dana Gibson’s
famous “Gibson Girls” when he captured her
likeness in a 1903 portrait. A US “Celebrate the
Century 1900s” stamp features the typical Gibson
Girl (Figure 5), who personified the young woman
of the era.

1904 St. Louis
Olympic Games

The 1904 Olympics
were conducted during
the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition. A women’s
golf event was replaced
with a team competition
for men.

Olympic golf in 1904
was held at the Glen Echo
Golf Club. Most of the
competitors were from
either the United States or
Canada and, as in 1900,
not all the events are con-
sidered part of the Games
of the IIIrd Olympiad by
historians. Due to the
length of the Exposition
which ran from July to

November, the Olympic organizers were able to
schedule their sports competitions to avoid any
overlap.

A match play competition for men was held
from Monday, 19 September to Saturday, 24 Septem-
ber (Figure 6) and won by Canadian golfer George
Lyon.

A team competition on 17 September preceded
the individual event and it was won by the team
from the WGA. There were two other ten-man
teams: one representing the Trans-Mississippi Golf
Association and the other the United States Golf
Association.

First in, then out, golf now
scheduled for the Olympics

Specific sports for inclusion at each Olympic
Games are decided in advance by the International
Olympic Committee (lOC). Their members vote to
include or remove a sport from the program. Before
the second Olympics of 1900 such sports as cricket6,
croquet, and golf were added to the program by the
IOC. They did not appear in future Olympics, except
for the golf events of 1904.

Golf very nearly made it onto the schedule of the
1996 Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia.
However, the public’s outrage over the proposed
venue, the Augusta National Golf Club, which con-
tinued to deny women membership, made holding
the event at that club simply unpalatable to then-

Figure 4. Paris Exposition cancel, 2 October 1900, day of men's Olympic golf competition.

Figure 5. A trailblazer in women’s sports, Margaret
Abbott was illustrated by noted American artist, Charles
Dana Gibson (right) becoming one of the period’s iconic
Gibson Girls. A stamp from the “Celebrate the Century
1900s” set portrays one of his “Girls”. 
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President of the IOC, Juan Antonio Samaranch.
Since no alternative golf course was suggested
by the Atlanta Olympic Organizing Committee,
there was no choice but to cancel the Olympic
golf competition.

The IOC in 2009 voted to approve the return
of golf to the Olympic program of sports for the
2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The design for the Olympic course was award-
ed to Gil Hanse, an American golf course
designer. Whether or not a golf competition
comes to fruition remains to be seen. The
Olympic officials in Rio recently reported of a
legal dispute surrounding the land upon which
the new golf course will be built at the Reserva
de Marapendi in Barra. If officials are forced to
relocate the proposed Olympic golf course, it
might not be possible to meet the deadline for
the pre-Olympic test event scheduled for 2015.

After a 112-year hiatus, will Olympic golf once
again tee off? Only time will tell! È

ENDNOTES 

1. In “The Arts Must Go Hand In Hand With Sport”
(Journal of Sports Philately, July-August 1995) Vsevolod
Furman writes that: “The 1900 and 1904 Olympic Games
were overshadowed by the World Expositions of which they
were a part. Numerous displays of graphic, painting and
sculptural exhibits were on view. The evident popularity of
the fine arts displays made de Coubertin even more
determined to include them as part of future Olympic
Games.” Furman also writes, “The first Olympic arts
exhibition was held at Stockholm in 1912.” This is an
example of the ever-evolving, decision-making that goes
into planning for each Olympiad.  

2. Antwerp would host the 1920 Olympics. There is some
documentation that suggests there may have been  efforts
to have golf on the program at those Olympics.
  
3. The Open Championship was not held in 1871. The
organizers of the event had to relinquish the championship
trophy to the 1870 champion who met the requirement of
winning three consecutive championships. During 1871 a
new trophy was provided and also a rotation of clubs to
host the Open Championship was established.  

4. In his Olympic Memoirs (pages 32-34) Pierre de
Coubertin wrote that the General Commissioner was from
the Compiègne Sports Club. Jacques de Pourtales was
appointed steward for golf.

5. Sue Allison, in a 1984 article in Life magazine, reported
that Margaret Abbott never knew she had competed in an
Olympic event. All of 22 at the time of the 1900 Olympics,
Abbott thought she had “won a golf tournament at the same

time as the Games were being held.” Only in 1983 was her
family made aware of her Olympic honor.

6. In the March-April, 1993 Journal of Sports Philately Peter
N. Street wrote about “Cricket and the 1900 Olympics.” The
article illustrates U.S. postal markings that were applied at
the 1900 Universal Exposition in Paris.  
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Canada Post and Winnipeg Celebrate
Canada’s Newest NHL Hockey Team

by Kon Sokolyk

O
n November 10, 2011 Canada Post issued
a set of three Picture Postage “forever”
stamps and an international rate prepaid
postcard celebrating the return of a

National Hockey League (NHL) team to Winnipeg.
Without a NHL team for over 15 years, the

Atlanta Thrashers were purchased and relocated to
Winnipeg in 2011. Local public lobbying resulted in
the team being re-named the Jets in recognition of
the Jets that had earlier played in Winnipeg, first in
the World Hockey Association (1972-79) and later
in the NHL (1979-96). After experiencing financial
difficulties the Jets moved to Phoenix in 1996.

Each of the three Picture Postage stamps (Figure
1) was issued in a “Keepsake” pane format that
included 21 domestic rate ($0.59 at time of issue)
stamps per sheet plus one large souvenir image of
the stamp (Figure 2).

Two of the stamps feature the Winnipeg Jet’s
logos. Their primary logo, as shown on the first
stamp, is an air force roundel within which is a
stylized image of a maple leaf surmounted by an
overhead view of a CF-18 Hornet jet in tribute to the
17 Wing of the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF)
based in Winnipeg.

The second stamp reproduces the Jets’ alterna-
tive logo: a pair of crossed hockey sticks beneath
silver captain’s wings topped with a red maple leaf.

Each of these two “Keepsake” panes sold for
$24.95 (about double face value) plus tax. There
was no limit on the print run of the logo stamps.

The design of the final stamp is taken from a
photograph of the Winnipeg Jets’ first goal, scored
by Nik Antropov. A native of Kazakhstan, Antropov
has played for the Toronto Maple Leafs, the New
York Rangers and the Atlanta Thrashers.

This domestic rate stamp was issued in a limited
print run of 10,000 individually numbered “Keep-
sake” panes. Each pane sold for $34.95, plus tax.

The international rate prepaid postcard (Figure
3)  features a photo of the Winnipeg Jets during pre-
game introductions at their first home game on
October 9, 2011. For the record, the Jets lost 5-1 to
the Montreal Canadiens. On the obverse, the pre-
stamped image features the Jets’ logo and text
“postage paid” and in French “port payé.” While the
card sold for $4.95 plus tax, at time of issue, the rate
to international destinations was $1.75. È

Figure 1. The three Picture Postage stamps celebrating the return of the Jets hockey team to Winnipeg: (from left)
the Jets’ official team log; their second (alternative) logo; the team’s first goal made by Nik Antropov. 

Figure 3. The postal stationery card shows the team on
the ice for their inaugural home game against Montreal.
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Figure 2. Full pane of 21 stamps featuring the Jets’ secondary (alternative) logo. These “Keepsake” panes sold for a
premium of 100% over the face value of the stamps.
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by Norman Rushefsky

S
tan Musial was one of the most underrated
of baseball players except, of course, in St.
Louis where he played for the St. Louis
Cardinals from 1941-1963.

Nicknamed Stan “The Man,” Musial was a
24-time All-Star selection (a record tied with Willie
Mays), and widely considered to be one of the
greatest hitters in baseball history.

Musial is ranked fourth all-time in number of hits
and most years in a career spent with only one
team.

With 1,815 hits at home and 1,815 on the road,
he is also considered to be the most consistent
hitter of his era. He also hit 475 home runs during
his career, was named the National League’s Most
Valuable Player (MVP) three times, and won three
World Series championship titles.

Musial was a first-ballot inductee to the Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1969 and is currently the longest
tenured living Hall of Famer.

Signed to a professional contract by the Cardi-
nals as a pitcher in 1938, Musial was converted into
an outfielder prior to his major league debut in 1941.

Noted for his unique batting stance, he quickly
established himself as a consistent and productive
hitter.

In his first full season, 1942, the Cardinals won
the World Series. The following year, he led the
National League in six different offensive categories
and earned his first MVP award.

Musial was named an All-Star for the first time
in 1942 and was selected to every All-Star Game in
every subsequent season he played. He won his

second World Series ring in 1944, then missed the
entire 1945 season while serving with the United
States Navy.

On his return to baseball in 1946, Musial re-
sumed his consistent hitting. That year he earned
his second MVP award and third World Series title.

His third MVP award came in 1948, when he
finished one home run shy of winning baseball’s
Triple Crown.

Musial retired from his playing career in 1963 to
oversee businesses such as a restaurant which he
operated both before and after his playing career.

He served as the Cardinals’ general manager in
1967, winning the pennant and World Series and
then quitting that position due to the death of his
longtime business partner Biggie Garagnani,
prompting Musial to devote more time to managing
his restaurant and other business interests.

Known for his modesty and sportsmanship,
Musial was selected for the Major League Baseball
All-Century Team in 1999. President Obama pre-
sented Musial with the Presidential Medal of
Freedom (Figure 2), the highest honor that can be
bestowed on a civilian, at the White House on
February 15, 2011.

Stan 
“The Man”

Musial

Figure 1. Musial’s uniform number (6) is prominently
featured on this Bux-Mont Stamp Club postmark honor-
ing Stan “The Man.” 
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Despite the recent accolades, Musial has rarely
been celebrated philatelically. Until recently, the
U.S. Postal Service had a rule requiring an individual
to have been deceased at least five years before
being honored on a stamp. However, there is no
similar rule with regard to postmarks. A postmark
sponsored by the Bux-Mont Stamp Club honored
Musial in 2011 (Figure 1). The postmark features the
number 6, which was Musial’s uniform number.

Most other countries are not reluctant honoring
living persons if it helps to sell their stamp products.
Musial has appeared on the stamps of a few coun-
tries (Figures 3 and 4).

Slogan meters were used by his restaurant
business, Stan Musial and Biggies (Figures 5 and 6).
The slogan in Figure 5 is obscured by the postmark
but is similar to the cachet shown on the envelope.

A postcard from 1970 illustrates the restaurant
in St. Louis and the Ivanhoe Hotel in Miami Beach,
which the business also owned (Figures 7 and 8).

In his 2007 analysis of baseball’s under and
overrated players, sportswriter Jason Stark said, “I
can’t think of any all-time great in any sport who
gets left out of more ‘who’s-the-greatest’ conversa-
tions than Stan Musial.”

Figure 4. Musial was also honored on the 10 dirham value (upper left) stamp in this series from Ajman.

Figure 2. President Obama awarding the Presidential
Medal of Freedom to Musial at a White House ceremony
on February 15, 2011. (Photo: UPI/Kevin Dietsch)

Figure 3. Grenada
honored Stan
Musial on a 30¢
value in its series
on U.S. Baseball.
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Figures 5 & 6.
Two slogan
meters promoting
Stan Musial &
Biggie’s, a
restaurant
business he
owned in
partnership with
Julius “Biggie”
Garagnani.

Figures 7 & 8. Postcard featuring Stan
Musial & Biggie’s Restaurant in St. Louis,
and the Ivanhoe Hotel in Miami Beach
which the partnership also owned.

In 1968, a statue of Musial was erected outside
of the Cardinals’ Busch Memorial Stadium. The
statue was moved from its original location to the
west side of the new Busch Stadium for its first
season in 2006. It has become a popular meeting

place for generations of Cardinals fans. Musial’s
statue is inscribed with a quote attributed to former
baseball commissioner Ford Frick: “Here stands
baseball’s perfect warrior. Here stands baseball’s
perfect knight.” È



Journal of Sports Philately Summer 2012   29



30   Summer 2012 Journal of Sports Philately

MEMORABILIA ETC.
by Stathis Douramakos

With but 22 made, skyrocketing prices, and
the stories being told amongst collectors, it is no
surprise that this beautiful torch has become the
“holy grail” for Olympic afficionados.

The following information comes from the
Official Report of the 1952 Olympic Games, as
well as my own personal experiences.

The Torch Relay

Some statistics: the Torch Relay began at An-
cient Olympia with the traditional lighting on 25
June 1952, concluding at the Olympic Stadium in
Helsinki on 19 July. The distance run was 7,870
kilometers (4,890 miles) and involved the partici-
pation of 3,372 runners.

A member of the Organizing Committee, Mr.
Lauri Miettinen, arrived in Athens by air from Hel-
sinki on 20 June, bringing with him seven Hel-
sinki torches and 200 fuel canisters for use during
the Greek portion of the torch relay.

Following the Lighting Ceremony at Ancient
Olympia, the relay made its way across Greece
with its final stop being the Panathenaic Stadium
in Athens for the traditional Handover Ceremony.

In Greece the Flame was carried the entire
distance by 342 runners in one-kilometer stages.

The Finnish Olympic Committee, concerned
about routing the torch relay through Soviet-con-
trolled Eastern Europe, decided to transport the
Olympic Flame from Athens to Scandinavia by
plane – the first time in Olympic history that the
flame traveled by air.

After leaving Greece, the Torch Relay’s first
stop was in Denmark. From there the Flame was
relayed north up the length of Sweden. It crossed
into Finland at Tornio and then continued south
to Helsinki.

The Saar Olympic
Committee made a gift
of a beautiful miner's
safety lamp in which the
Flame could be carried
in an airplane. Scandina-
vian Airlines System
(SAS) offered to trans-
port it by special aircraft
from Greece to Den-
mark.

A special Saar stamp
commemorates both the
1952 Olympic Games
and Saar’s “participation” in the torch relay by
providing the miner’s lamp to carry the flame. 

The Helsinki
1952

Olympic
Torch
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The Torch

In the 1936 and 1948 Torch Relays each run-
ner had his own torch, kindled by the previous
runner. Following the changeover, each torch
bearer was allowed to keep the torch as a me-
mento. This is a tradition that has continued at
every Olympic Games – except for the 1952 Torch
Relay!

The Organizing Committee for the Games of
the XVth Olympiad ordered only a small number
of torches with attachable fuel canisters. By using
fuel canisters and exchanging torches every
twenty minutes, the number of torches could be
reduced to 22 (in 1936 there were 3,840 and in
1948, over a much shorter route, 1,700).

Instead of their own torch,
runners were awarded a torch
relay copper plaque (40 mm x
70 mm, and 3 mm thick) as a
memento for their participation
in the torch relay (left). In all,
3,750 plaques were created.

The torch, designed by
Aukusti Tuhka, is attached to a
lacquered curly birch wood
handle. It is 60 centimeters (23.6
inches) long and its metal parts

include 600 grams of silver.
The total weight of the torch is approximately

1080 grams (38.09 ounces).
Around the lower part of the metal bowl, is

inscribed in two lines: “XV OLYMPIA HELSINKI
1952” and “HELSINKI HELSINGFORS”. A star is
engraved at the beginning and end of each line.

A laurel wreath is attached at the approxi-
mate center of one side of the torch; the Olympic
Rings are on the opposite face. Two sets of four
hallmarks provide distinguishing characteristics:
one set is on the metal part of the handle being
the lowest part of the torch, and the other is on
the metal bowl. (Additional details of the hall-
marks are not provided in an effort to deter coun-
terfeiters.)

A total of 1600 fuel canisters were produced.
Of those, 200 were sent to Greece, 175 to
Denmark and 300 to Sweden. The fuel canister
was guaranteed to burn for a minimum of 21
minutes but in tests some burned for as long as
45 minutes.

After the Games, the Organizing Committee
presented one torch each to the Olympic Com-
mittees of Greece, Denmark and Sweden, SAS
Airlines, the International Sports Museum in Laus-
anne, the Finnish Museum of the Far North and
the leading Finnish sports organizations.

There have been claims that there were two
types of Helsinki torches, one in silver and a
bronze version. Experience, along with the infor-
mation given in the Official Report, lead to the
conclusion that no bronze Helsinki torch was
ever produced – only the 22 silver ones.

Finally, as with many other torches, there
have been attempts to replicate this torch. Having
seen both the authentic and counterfeit torches
up close, I consider these attempts to be very un-
successful. It does, however, take an
experienced eye to discern the difference, so
please be careful, as a fraud may cross your path.
If in doubt, consult an expert before buying!

Scenes from the 1952 Olympic Torch Relay: (left) the Greek runner, and later Olympic winner Roubanis, bears the torch
into the Stadium in Athens; (center) the Olympic Flame, safely protected in a special miner’s lamp provided by Saar for
its flight from Athens to Copenhagen; (right) the “Flying Finn,” Paavo Nurmi, carrying the torch into Helsinki’s Olympic
stadium. (Photos: 1952 Olympic Report)
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THE SPORTS ARENA
by Mark Maestrone

Vancouver Olympics Major Error

Courtesy of Glenn Estus, we have a news item
dating back to February 2011 revealing the exis-
tence of a major error on the overprinted Canada
Post souvenir sheets from the 2010 Vancouver
Olympic Winter Games.

To recap, Canada Post originally issued three
different souvenir sheets. A total of 50,000 sets were
set aside and subsequently overprinted with the
text “Vancouver 2010” in gold, silver, or bronze foil.
Of these overprinted sheets, 16,000 sets were
packaged for sale as expensive stamp-and-coin
sets. However, after complaints by collectors, the
remaining 34,000 sets of the overprinted sheets
were sold in stamp-only packages at face value.

The error involves the souvenir sheet of five
sports stamps. Instead of a silver foil overprint, it
appears that the sheet was instead overprinted
using gold foil. To date, only a single example has
been reported. The owner of the error has con-
firmed that the souvenir sheet was part of the
stamp-and-coin packaged set.

For the original report on this find, please go to:
http://brcstamps.com/pr24_2010_olympics_ovpt_error.htm.

More Vancouver Olympic News

Canada Post’s recent issue of four “Difference
Makers” stamps on May 22 included an important
participant in the February 12 Opening Ceremony
of the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games.

Rick Hansen, then a 53-year-old Paralympian,
and multi-gold medalist in the Paralympic mara-
thon, was the first Canadian torch bearer to enter
the BC Place Stadium. With the torch securely
fastened to a special arm attached to his wheel-
chair, Rick wheeled into the stadium and passed
the Olympic flame to Catrina Lemay Doan, one of
Canada’s most successful speed skaters.

Hansen, who also carried the torch on February
9 in the town of Richmond, is best known for his
lifelong commitment to finding treatments for
spinal cord injuries. He was 15 years old when he
was thrown from the back of a pickup truck sus-
taining permanent injuries that paralyzed him from
the waist down. Undaunted by his injury, Rick went
on to become the first person with a physical
disability to receive a degree in Physical Education
from the University of British Columbia.

Today, the Rick Hansen Foundation has raised
over $200 million in support of spinal cord in-
jury-related programs.

The self-adhesive “permanent” Rick Hansen
stamp was issued in a 10-stamp booklet format.
The current value of each stamp is 61¢. The stamp
is also included in a four-stamp souvenir sheet
along with the other three honorees: actor and
Parkinson's activist Michael J. Fox, Nobel Peace
Prize nominee Sheila Watt-Cloutier, and war
crimes prosecutor Louise Arbour.

At bottom is the error souvenir sheet with
gold foil overprint. A normal silver foil
overprinted sheet is shown above it.
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS
by Mark Maestrone

NEW MEMBERS

Jean-Louis Emmenegger, PO Box 10, 1009 Pully,
Switzerland. Winter Olympics, Host Country,
Pre-1960 Olympics. (e-mail: jemm@hispeed.ch)

Constandinos A. Tarassouleas, 10 Stadiou Str.,
10564 Athens, Greece. Olympics.
(e-mail: c_tarassouleas@yahoo.com)

Yury A. Golant, 3td Frunzenskaja 14-53, 119146
Moscow, Russia. Parachuting, Archery.
(e-mail: ygolant@comtv.ru)

Hou (Justin) Kun, Rm 1123, New World Center,
Chongwenmenwai St., Chong Wen Qu, Beijing
10006, China. (e-mail: houkun@2008.sina.com)

Gu (Andy) Chen, Guo Rui Cheng Dong Qu
3-6-1309, Chong Wen Qu, Beijing 100062, China.
Asian Games. (e-mail: gc7602@163.com)

REINSTATED MEMBER

David R. Buxton, 88 Bucknell Rd, Bicester Oxon
OX26 2DR, United Kingdom. Summer & Winter
Olympics, Track & Field, Commonwealth
Games.
(e-mail: dbuxton@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk)

DECEASED MEMBER

Elten Schiller, San Diego, CA

ADDRESS CHANGES

James Bowman, 4555 E. Mayo Blvd., Unit 4306,
Phoenix, AZ 85050-6961

Roberto Gluckmann, 1400 Geary Blvd., Apt. 2504,
San Francisco, CA 94109-9316

James D. Greensfelder, 6495 Partridge Way,
Mason, OH 45040

Ray Soldan, 308 Sage Brush Rd., Yukon, OK
73099-6872

EXHIBITING

St. Louis Stamp Expo (March 2012): Andrew
Urushima’s single frame exhibit “The 1944 POW
Olympics: Gross Brom & Woldenberg” received a
Vermeil and the APS 1940-1980 Award. “The Rimet
World Cup of Soccer - 1930, 1934, 1938” by Richard
Woodward won a silver and the ATA One Frame
Award.

Garfield-Perry March Party (March 2012) Cleveland,
Ohio. Conrad Klinkner received a Vermeil for
“Games of the Xth Olympiad, Los Angeles 1932.”
Elizabeth Hisey received a Single Frame Vermeil
and the AAPE Award of Honor for “Bolivia
Commemorative Sports Issue 1951.”

SPORTS-BY-COUNTRY CHECKLISTS

Checklists are available as a printout, e-mail or by
IBM disks by SPI. These are available to ATA and
SPI members who collect sport stamps in countries
other than their own. For more information, or to order
checklists, contact Margaret Jones by e-mail at
docj3@hotmail.com or write Margaret A. Jones, 705
South Laclede Station Road, Apt 163, St Louis, MO
63119-4969 USA.

Countries available through 2010 include:

Aland Islands 
Andorra (French)
Andorra (Spanish)
Australia
Austria
Azores
Basutoland
Bechuanaland
Bophuthatswana
Cape of Good Hope
Ciskei
Colombia 
Danish West Indies
Denmark
Faroe Islands
Finland
France
Germany (Old, West,
  Reunified, Berlin)
Germany (East)
Great Britain
Greece

Greenland
Iceland
Israel
Japan
Madeira
Namibia
New Zealand
Nigeria
Norway
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Rhodesia
Russia 
South Africa
South West Africa
Spain
Swaziland
Sweden
Thailand
Transkei
Transval
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NEW STAMP ISSUES
by John La Porta

Andorra (French): February 10, 2012. Soldeu Women’s
World Cup Alpine Skiing. €0.89 skier’s legs and skis.

Australia: January 20, 2012. Australian Legends-Football
Champions. Eight 60¢ stamps showing Australian rules,
football, rugby union and rugby league players. Ron
Barass: Gary Ablet; John Raper; Billy Slater; David
Campese; David Pocock; Joe Marston; Mark Schwarzer.
Offset in sheets of 50 ( two panes of 25 or two different
stamps) and booklets of 10.

June 5, 2012. London Olympics. The Road to London.
60¢ double-decker bus, London Eye Ferris wheel, Big
Ben, St. Paul’s, Olympic rings. Offset in sheets of 10,
booklets of 10 and coils of 100.

Azerbaijan: December 26, 2011. Rabit Baku Volleyball
Club. S/s with a 1m stamp, the volleyball team.

March 15, 2012. Europa/Visit. Set of three stamps, two
with sport themes, 20g sailboat; 60g skier. Offset in
sheets of 10. 

Brazil: December 19, 2011. Diplomatic Relations with
Qatar. 2.70r stamps, soccer players, flags.

Burundi: December 30, 2011. Table Tennis
Championships. 1000f, 1120f, 3000f, 3000f all depict
table tennis players in action. Souvenir sheet of four
values, 1020f, 1090f, 3000f, 3000f showing different
players.

March 30, 2012. 70th Anniversary Muhammad Ali.
Sheetlet of four values se-tenant 1070f (two), 3000f
(two); souvenir sheet one value 500f all depict
Muhammad Ali boxing.

March 30, 2012. Sports. Sheetlet of four values, 1070f
Lionel Messi, soccer; 1070f Novak Djokovic, tennis;
1070f Martin Kaymer, golf; 5000f Usain Bolt, track. 

Canada: June 27, 2012. London Olympics. Permanent
domestic rate, double-scull boat. Booklet of 10 stamps.
Postcard permanent rate.

Caribbean Netherlands: February 1, 2012. Sailboats.
65¢ catamaran; 99¢ Optimist; 101¢ Sunfish; 168¢ Laser.

Central Africa: December 27, 2011. Table Tennis: Set of
three 900f values depicting table tennis players, s/s of
one 3200f value depicting Ding Ning playing table tennis.

Cyprus: March 21, 2012. Soccer. Souvenir sheet with
€1.77 round stamp, soccer, ball, shoe.

March 21, 2012. London Olympics. €0.22 gymnast on
rings; €0.26 tennis; €0.34 high jump; €0.43 biathlon.
Offset in sheets of 8. 

Ecuador: November 30, 2011. 16th Pan-American
Games. Five se-tenant 25¢ stamps, karate; weightlifting;
canoeing; boxing; roller skating. 

Finland: March 21, 2012. World Ice Hockey
Championship. Nondenominated first class stamp,
Hockey Bird mascot. Offset in booklets of 10. 

Germany: April 12, 2012. Sport. European soccer
championships, €0.55+€0.25 soccer players on field;
London Olympics, €0.90+€0.40 swimmers in lanes;
World Team Table Tennis Championships, €1.45+€0.55
table tennis.

Greece: December 15, 2011. World Aquatics
Championships Gold Medalists. Two souvenir sheets
each with a €3 stamp, flag, golf medal for women’s
water polo team; swimmer Spyros Gianniotis, gold
medal.

Guinea: December 12, 2011. Baseball Stars. Sheetlet of
three values, 5000FG; 15000FG; 20000FG.

December 30, 2011. French High Speed Trains. Souvenir
sheet 40,000FG value depicts a soccer player.

Guinea Bissau: September 27, 2011. World Rugby
Championship. Sheet of three 1000 FCFA stamps
depicting rugby players, souvenir sheet with one
2000FCFA stamp, rugby players.

September 27, 2011: World Soccer Cup. Souvenir sheet
with one 3000FCFA stamp.

September 27, 2011: London Olympics. Souvenir sheet
with one 3100FCFA stamp.

September 27, 2011. Table Tennis. Souvenir sheet with
one 2500FCFA stamp, Wang Hao.

Hong Kong: May 3, 2012. Art. Set of four stamps, one is
sport, $3 The Racecourse, Amateur Jockeys, Close to a
Carriage by Edgar Dagas. A souvenir sheet contains the
four stamps.
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Iceland: May 3, 2012. London Olympics.
Nondenominated stamp, athlete with ball. Printed in
sheets of 10.

Indonesia: February 22, 2012. National Sports
Week/Pon XVIII. Six se-tenant 2,500rp stamps featuring
the mascot, a blue-crowned handing parrot,
parachuting; shooting; gymnastics rings; soccer;,
windsurfing; canoeing. Printed in sheets of 24, some
rows are tete-beche.

Iran: April 18, 2012. Victory at the 16th Asian Senior
Men’s Volleyball Championship. Souvenir sheet with
3,400r stamp, team celebrating.

Monaco: February 2, 2012. Monte-Carlo Rolex Masters.
€0.89 fans watching tennis match.

February 20, 2012. La Carabine de Monaco. 100th

Anniversary Monaco rifle shooting, €1.35 shooters of
1912 and today. Printed in sheets of 10. 

March 20, 2012. 70th Monaco Grand Prix. €0.77 race car,
emblem, Monaco scene. Printed in sheets of 10.

March 20, 2012. 100th Anniversary First Seaplane
Competition. €1.80 seaplane, Monte Carlo. Printed in
sheets of 10.

Morocco: January 23, 2012. Africa Cup Soccer. 3.50d
stamp shaped like a soccer ball, soccer player, map of
Africa.

Mozambique: December 30, 2011. Tribute to Marco
Simoncelli. Sheet of six 66.00mt stamps depicting Marco
Simoncelli racing motorcycles. Souvenir sheet with one
175.00mt stamps with the racer depicted.

December 30, 2011. Horse Racing. Sheetlet of six
66.00MT stamps, all depict horse racing. Souvenir sheet
of one 175.00Mt stamp, horse racing.

Norway: April 13, 2012. Birth Centennials. “A” domestic-
rate stamps, Sonja Henie on skates; portrait of Sonja
Henie.

Russia: February 27, 2012. Sochi Olympics. Souvenir
sheet with three 15r stamps showing mascots, leopard;
hare; polar bear.

February 27, 2012. Sochi Paralympics. Souvenir sheet
with free-form 30r stamp showing mascots, snowflake,
ray of light.

Somalia: (?) Horse Racing. 100. 200, 600, 3300, all
depict horse racing at track. Michel # 832-35.

Somalia: (?) Ferrari F1. 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 2500, set
of six stamps depicting the race car Ferrari F1. Michel#
890-95.

Somalia: (?) Polo. 200, 400, 3200, souvenir sheet 3000,
all depict polo playing. Michel# 920-22 plus blk.

Somalia: (?) Gliders. 200, 400, 3300, all depict gliders
flying. Michel # 995-97

Sri Lanka: September 27, 2011. World Tourism Day. Set
of 5 stamps, one depicts sports, 45re white-water rafting.

October 11, 2011. South Asian Beach Games. 5re beach
volleyball, frisbee, soccer.

Togo: December 28, 2011. Lawn Tennis. Sheet of three
950f stamps picturing Nadal, Murray & Federer. Souvenir
sheet with one 3000f stamp depicting Novak Djokovic.

February 20, 2012. Table Tennis. Sheetlet of three 750f
stamps, Ma Long, Timo Boo, Zhang Jike. Souvenir sheet
on 2000f value, Wang Lao.

February 20, 2012. Golf Champions. Sheetlet with three
950f values, Luke Donald, Westwood, Rory Mcllroy.
Souvenir sheet with one 3000f value, Tiger Woods.

February 20, 2012. Boxing. Sheetlet with three 950f
values. Wladimir Klitschko, Chris Arreola, Vitaly
Klitschko, David Haye. Souvenir sheet with one 3000f
value, Muhammad Ali.

December 28, 2011. Tour de France 2011. Sheet of three
950f stamps, Mark Cavendish, Cade Evans, Samuel
Sanchez, souvenir sheet with one 3000f value, Cade
Evans.

Turkey: February 15, 2012. Istanbul 2012 European
Capital of Sports. 50k marathon runners, top of building;
two 1-liras stamps, Ortakoy Mosque, Bosporus Bridge,
sailboats; skyline tennis player; 2 liras top of building,
bicyclists.

March 9, 2012. World Indoor Track and Field
Championships. Souvenir sheet with four se-tenant
stamps, 50k, two 1-liras, 2-liras, different designs of
bridges and athletes jumping or vaulting.

Ukraine: February 20, 2012. Personalized
stamps/Soccer. Four different frames with country name
“V” for denomination, with large se-tenant label that can
be personalized. The preprinted version shows soccer
stadiums, Kiev; Kharkov; Donetsk; Viv. Offset in sheets
of 14.

Wallis & Futuna: January 2012. Ninth Mini Pacific
Games. 65f emblem. Offset in sheets of 10.



36   Summer 2012 Journal of Sports Philately

COMMEMORATIVE CANCELS
by Mark Maestrone

THE NUMBERING SYSTEM

Catalogue numbers are shown
at left, such as 05101-911. In this
example: 05=Year [2005];
1=Month [January]; 01=First day
of use; 911=First 3 ZIP code digits.
The months of October, Nov-
ember and December are 2-digit
months, and are expressed as X,
Y, and Z. The place of use is listed
next, followed by the dates of use.
All cancels are in black unless
otherwise indicated.

SPORTS CROSS INDEX
FEBRUARY-JUNE 2012

Auto Racing: 12527-462.
Baseball: 12317-189, 12413-021,

12420-021, 12607-056.
Basketball: 12320-675.
Boxing: 12610-130.
Cycling: 12605-691, 12607-295
Football: 12414-151.
Horse Racing: 12504-402,

12505-402.
Skating, Figure: 12211-121.
Surfing: 12505-950.

12320-675 Hutchinson, KS 20-24 12505-950 Santa Cruz, CA 5

12413-021 Boston, MA 13 12527-462 Indianapolis, IN 27

12414-151 Monroeville, PA 14-15 12605-691 Stapleton, NE 5

12420-021 Boston, MA 20 12607-056 Montpelier, VT 7

12211-121 Medusa, NY 11 12504-402 Louisville, KY 4 12607-295 Pawleys Island, SC 7

12317-189 Warminster, PA 17 12505-402 Louisville, KY 5 12610-130 Canastota, NY 10








