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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Elections & Dues Renewal Time

If you’re like me, you are probably more than
fed up with the never ending election cycle here in
the U.S. But unlike all those blowhard politicians,
we here at SPI make life easy: no campaigns, no
dialing-for-dollars by candidates, and no hanging
chads. Just take pen in hand, mark the enclosed
ballot, and mail it in. While no positions are being
contested, 1 know that your officers and board
members will appreciate your vote of confidence.

Forthose ofyou for whom it's renewal time (an
envelope willbe enclosed with this issue) we hope
you will continue supporting your society and
promptly mail in your dues.

As I mentioned in our last issue, we are raising
dues this year — the first time since 2000! This has
been occasioned by rising postage costs and our
conversion to an all-color publication — a move
which [ believe adds an entirely new dimension to
our already award-winning journal!

For US/Canadian members, dues are now
$29/year. Our overseas members will be paying
$39/year. As always, you save money by renewing
for multiple years. Either way, I think you’ll agree
that our dues are still a bargain.

New Auction Manager Still Needed

SPIl is still looking for a new Auction Manager.
As I mentioned in my last President’s Message, our
current manager, Dale Lilljedahl, must step aside
for health reasons.

The job is not time-consuming requiring about
10 hours per month — a couple of evenings is all it
takes. Dale will help ease the transition. And there’s
an added benefit to being Auction Manager: you

by Mark Maestrone

get to see all the lots first!
Won'’t one of you please come to the aid of our
society and volunteer to be Auction Manager?

SPI No Longer a FIPO Member

In March, SPI was informed by Maurizio Tecar-
di, Secretary General of FIPO (the International
Federation of Olympic Philately) that SPI was no
longer a member of the FIPO family. The reason:
none of our U.S. exhibitors had submitted appli-
cations to exhibit at the Olympex Expo to be held
concurrently with the Beijing Olympic Games.

[I should add that membership in FIPO is not
now, nor has it ever been, predicated on participa-
tion in philatelic exhibitions.]

I mailed a response to Mr. Tecardi, with a copy
to Manfred Bergman (the philatelic advisor to the
I0C), citing the primary reasons why American
exhibitors were declining to submit applications:
insurance and security concerns, lack of prepara-
tion time, non-participation by the FIP.

Aresponse came from Mr. Bergman: our exhibi-
tors’ reasons were “lame.” So be it.

How does this affect SPI? Other than we cannot
use the FIPO logo on our website or in our journal,
there is little or no impact.

I foresee no changes in the good working
relationship we maintain with our various sister
societies overseas as well as with the U.S. Olympic
Committee, American Philatelic Society, and
American Topical Association.

Perhaps in the future, the world’s sports and
Olympic philatelists will form a truly democratic
organization with representatives elected by the
membership, a formal charter, and a proper set of
rules and regulations by which it is governed.

Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net

John La Porta: album@comcast.net
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The SPI web site is located at: http://lwww.sportstamps.org

Dale Lilljedahl: dalij@sbcglobal.net

Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
Margaret Jones: docj3@doverplacecc.org
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by Mark Maestrone

his July, the U.S. Olympic Committee will

announce the final team roster for the

Beijing Olympic Games which open on

August 8. For many athletes, the road to
making the final cut in their sport has been a long,
grueling process in which selection is based on past
performance, in some cases for up to a year. Other
sports rely on head-to-head Olympic trials.

During the spring and early summer of this year,
working in close cooperation with the U.S. Olympic
Committee and U.S. Postal Service, Sports Philate-
lists International has developed a postmark
program commemorating many of the U.S. Olympic
Trial events across the country.

The design of each postmark is based upon the
logo of the U.S. Olympic Trials customized for each
sport. Five events during the month of April were
honored with postmarks. Anotherseven trials taking
place in June and early July will also be commem-
orated with special pictorial cancellations.

All twelve trials postmarks are illustrated in the
“Commemorative Cancels” columnon pages 35-36
of this issue (cancel size approximately 1'%” x 3'2”).
While it is probably too late to back order the April
cancels (post offices generally make the cancels
available for only 30 days), there is still plenty of
time to place your orders for the June/July events.

Remember that all covers or cards must bear
proper first class postage of 42¢ (domestic letter
rate) or 27¢ (postcards not over 6" x 4%”). All
international airmail (letters and cards) is now 94¢
(72¢ for Canada and Mexico) for up to 1 ounce.

The USPS will issue the 42¢ Summer Olympic
Games stamp on June 19 in Philadelphia, PA. This
coincides with the U.S. Olympic Trials in Artistic
Gymnastics which runs from June 19-22 at the
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USOC & SPI Develop
Postmark Program
For 2008 U.S.
Olympic Trials

Wachovia Center. The design of the stamp (shown
at top) features a female gymnast.

A word of caution: do not use this Olympic
stamp when requesting the postmarks for Rowing,
Wrestling/Judo, and BMX Cycling as these events
predate the first day of issue on June 19.

Make sure you indicate on each cover/card,
either with a post-it note or lightly in pencil, which
postmark date you wish to be used. Available dates
are indicated in parentheses. The addresses for
mailing your requests for trials postmarks are as
follows (remember, there’s a 30-day grace period):

Rowing (June 9-13): Postmaster, U.S. Olympic Trials
Station, 331 N. Post Rd., Princeton Junction, NJ
08550-9998.

Wrestling & Judo (June 13-15): Postmaster, U.S.
Olympic Trials Station, 1001 E. Sunset Rd., Las
Vegas, NV 89199-9998.

BMX Cycling (June 14): Postmaster, U.S. Olympic
Trials Station, 830 Kuhn Dr., Chula Vista, CA 91914

Diving (June 21-22): Postmaster, U.S. Olympic Trials
Station, 125 W. South St. Indianapolis, I[N 46206-9998.

Gymnastics (June 20-22): Postmaster, U.S. Olympic
Trials Station, 3190 South 70th Street, Room 509,
Philadelphia, PA 19153-9611. (Possiblyalso June 19)

Track & Field (June 27): Postmaster, U.S. Olympic
Trials Station, 520 Willamette St., Eugene, OR97401-
9998.

Swimming (June 29 - July 6): Postmaster, U.S.

Olympic Trials Station, 1124 Pacific St., Omaha, NE
68108-9998.
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100 Days To Go
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ith just 100 days to go until the Opening

Ceremony on August 8, 2008 (at 8:08:08

p.m.), it’s time to report on the latest

philatelic materials concerning the Bei-
jing Olympic Games. China Post will never be con-
sidered alazy postal authority. Already thisyear they
have issued two sets of stamps for the Beijing Olym-
pics. There are new pieces of postal stationery with
Olympic themes on which toreport. And atlong last
there is finally news about the postmarks to be used
at the various temporary post offices (TPO) at the
Olympic venues.

Stamp lssucs

The first set of stamps [China Post #(2008 - 6)
J*] commemorates the Olympic flame and torch
relay. Both were issued on 24 March 2008.

The 1.20 yuan value honors the “Lighting of the
Torch” (Figure 1). The mascot Huanhuan is de-
picted as a Torch Bearer, with the Olympic Flame
lighting ceremony at Ancient Olympia, Greece in the

background.

aa',.'

PEImBEK W

Figures 1 & 2. Torch Relay
stamps showing a mascot
with Olympic torch and Mt.
Everest, visited by the relay
on May 8.
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Commemorated on the 3.00 yuan stamp is “The
Torch Relay” (Figure 2). The design features the
Olympic Torch against the majesty of Mount Everest
(in Chinese: Mt. Qomolangma), which has the
highest peak in the world at an elevation of 29,035
feet above sea level. Plans for the 2008 Olympic
Torch Relay route have always included a stop at
Mount Everest on the Tibet/Nepal border. The relay
reached the peak the morning of 8 May 2008.

Apart from the individual values, a miniature
sheet containing one of each value was also issued
(top of page). Despite a face value of 4.20 yuan, the
miniature sheet sold for 6.30 yuan, a 50% mark-up.

Both stamps were issued with two typesofgum,
either moisture-activated or self-adhesive. Each
stamp also is imprinted with a serial number in
invisible ink.

The stamps with moisture-activated gum were
also issued individually in two miniature panes of
nine stamps each (Figures 4 and 5). A single self-
adhesive pane (Figure 6) features four sets of each
value (eight stamps in total). This was the only
format in which the self-adhesive stamps were sold.

The second pair of stamps, issued 30 April 2008,
are for the Olympic Expo Beijing 2008 [(2008 - 12)
T*] (Figure 7).

One 1.20 yuan stamp is “Inheriting Olympic
Spirit” and features the logo of the Olympic Expo
Beijing 2008. As stated on the official First Day Cover
(FDC), “the logo displayed in the stamp is a round
jade plate with a hole in the center that is sur-
rounded by rising auspicious clouds, exhibiting
typical Chinese characteristics and expressing the
good wish for a successful expo.”

A special feature of this value is that a series of
perforations encircles the Expo logo (this is in
addition to the usual perforations surrounding the
stamp). In some cases a minor shift in the position
of the logo and round perforations can be found.
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Figure 4. Mini-pane of nine
Torch Lighting stamps with
moisture-activated gum.

Figure 6. Mini-
pane of eight
(four each of
the Torch
Lighting and
Relay stamps)
with self-adhe-
sive gum.
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Figure 5. Torch Relay stamps
with moisture-activated gum
in mini-pane of nine.
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Figure 7. Beijing Expo 2008 stamps issued 30 April 2008 (upper left). The stamps feature the

Beijing

Exhibition Center, the venue for the exposition, and the Olympic Expo logo. The card is from a new set
called “Beijing 2008 My Dream,” a portion of whose proceeds go to a youth educational program.

The second stamp in the set, also with a face
value of 1.20 yuan, is “Inspiring Beijing City” and
features the facade of the Beijing Exhibition Center,
the venue for the Olympic Expo.

(*Note: China Post uses the letter “J” — short for
“Jinian” - in a stamp’s identification number to
indicate the stamp is a commemorative issue. “T”,
which stands for “Tebei” classifies a stamp as a
special issue.)
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Figure 8. A postal card from a set issued in
August 2007 altered to include the logo (at
upper left) of China Mobile, one of the corporate
sponsors of the Beijing Olympic Games.
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Fosta[ Cards

In the Spring 2008 issue of JSP, [ reported how
some of the Olympic postal cards issued on 8
August 2007 were commercially altered to create
calendars. Since then, another commercial use of
the postal cards has appeared.

This time, the picture side of the small cards was
inscribed at the top left corner with the logo of one
of the official partners, China Mobile (Figure 8). To
date, this is the only alteration discovered on the
small cards.

A new set of postal cards was issued on 28
February 2008. Comprising five different designs,
each card is imprinted with the 80 fen Games logo
stamp (Figures 9-13).

While these cards could be treated as part ofthe
set of large cards issued on 8 August 2007, enough
differences distinguish them from the earlier set.

The primary difference is that these postal cards
are wider measuring approximately 183 mm x 100
mm, including the aroughly 35 mm wide perforated
strip along the left edge. Text on the cards states
that the extended portion must be removed before
mailing.

It should be noted that mailed examples with
strips attached exist (see Figure 7).

Summer 2008 5
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This set is know as the “Beijing 2008 My Dream”
postal cards. They were printed for a specific
purpose with a certain portion of the 10 yuan selling
price benefitting the China Youth Development
Foundation and Hope Project, a fund for educa-
tional development in Mainland China.

C)(f)mPiC Torch Refa\q

With the lighting of the Olympic Flame at
Ancient Olympia on 24 March 2008, the Torch Relay
commenced. Various stamp issues, souvenirs and
postmarks have appeared along the way. [Editor’s
Note: a report on the overseas legs of the Torch
Relay begins on page 17 of this issue.]

When the Flame arrived in Beijing on 31 March,
aspecial serviced postcard was issued by the CNPC

6 Summer 2008

Figures 9-13. “Beijing 2008 My Dream” postal
cards, a new series issued 28 February 2008. The
cards bear an 80 fen imprinted stamp showing the
Beijing Olympic logo (the reverse of the stadium
card at top right is reproduced in Figure 7). The
cards include a perforated strip at left that was
meant to be removed before mailing. Clockwise
from top left, the designs symbolize the various
themes of these Games: Green, High-tech, Partici-
pation, Dream, and People-oriented.

(Figure14). Three personalized stamp sheets (Figure
15-17) were also issued in conjunction with luxuri-
ously packaged souvenir albums. Consequently, the
markup for these P-stamp sheets was high.

The “Light the Passion Share the Dream” Torch
Relay stamp album, also produced by CNPC,
included a pair of handsome P-stamp sheets
honoring both Athens and Beijing (Figures 18-19).

Once the Torch Relay had finished its overseas
legs, it began its nationwide relay with a visit to
Hong Kong on 2 May 2008. The relay kicked off at 9
a.m. and didn’t finish until 5 p.m.

Although no stamp was issued for the occasion
by Hong Kong Post, a series of souvenirs were
produced for sale that day. Hong Kong Post created
two P-stamp miniature panes, a souvenir cover
(Figure 20), and a special postmark.

Journal of Sports Philately
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Figure 14. The Torch Relay was welcomed in

Tiananmen Square on 31 March with a special

CNPC postcard and cancel (left and above).

Figures 15-17. Three Torch Relay P-stamp sheets
available only in special albums.
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Figure 18. Torch Relay P-stamp sheets available Figure 19. ... and Beijing.
only in special albums honoring Athens ...
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Figure 20. Cover from Hong Kong Post commemorating the Torch Relay through Hong Kong on 2 May
2008. A pictorial postmark and P-stamp complete the special souvenir.

8 Summer 2008 Journal of Sports Philately






