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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

Elections & Dues Renewal Time

Once again, it’s time to elect officers and board

members of your society! While there are no

contested positions this year, please show your

support by taking a few moments to complete the

ballot.

At this time we would like to thank Jeffrey

Tishman for his service to the board over the past

four years. Running for his seat on the Board of

Directors is Patricia Ann (Pat) Loehr. Pat is an active

golf enthusiast from Wisconsin who also exhibits

and writes about her sport.

Readers will also note that enclosed with this

issue are renewal envelopes for the 2004-2005

membership year. If you did not receive a renewal

envelope, that means you are paid up for the

upcoming year.

Please pay your dues promptly. And don’t forget

that you can now charge your dues to your credit

card by using PayPal. The renewal envelope has

instructions on how to do this.

Last but not least, those of you who would like

a digital version of this past year’s journal (much of

it in full color) may add $5 (postpaid worldwide) for

the CD (mailed with your Fall 2004 issue).

Special Olympic Supplement

This issue of JSP includes a special supplement
on the 1936 Olympic “V” Labels written by Laurentz

Jonker. It just didn’t seem fair to relegate these

colorful rarities to our black and white journal – so

we printed a small-format booklet with a full color,

four-page centerspread. We hope you’ll enjoy it!

OLYMPHILEX 2004 Update

OLYMPHILEX 2004 which will be held in Athens

concurrently with the Olympic Games between 12-

22 August 2004, is moving on with the efforts of the

Organizing Committee accelerating.

To date 33 foreign commissioners have been

appointed by their respective philatelic federations.

The final date of submission of entry forms for the

participants was May 20. The U.S. Commissioner,

Nancy Clark, reports that she has submitted applica-

tions for 14 philatelic exhibits (which includes four

one-frame exhibits), plus three literature exhibits. It

looks like the U.S. will be well-represented.

An exhibition hotel, Anna-Maria, has finally been

selected. Situated in Varkiza, 10 kms from the new

Athens airport, it is a favorite summer resort of the

Athenians on the Argosaronikos Gulf. The exhibition

venue is no more than 35 minutes away.

Visitors and exhibitors seeking accommodation,

are kindly requested to contact Alfred’s Tours,

appointed official accommodation agent for

OLYMPHILEX 2004 (email: alfreds@hellasnet.gr).

Although the exhibition will open its doors to

the public on August 12, the official opening is

planned for August 16.

A bilingual Exhibition Catalogue will include all

the relevant regulations governing the exhibition

together with other material which, it is hoped, will

be of permanent reference for any collector of

Olympic and Sports Philately.

For further information regarding OLYMPHILEX

2004 you may contact: tel: (0030) 210 3353521,

(0030) 210 3353528    Fax: (0030) 210 3353531 email:

olymphi1@otenet.gr or olymphi2@otenet.gr
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Olympic Torch Relay Postmarks

J
ust in: the U.S. Olympic Com mittee has

approved a series of pictorial postmarks

honoring the journey of the 2004 Olympic

Torch Relay across America. The torch is

scheduled to make four stops: June 16 at Los

Angeles; June 17 at St. Louis; June 18 at Atlanta; and

June 19 at New York City (headquarters of the

United Nations). Unfortunately, the USPS in New

York City elected not to participate in the postmark

program. (Cancel size: 2.75" x 1.5")

By mail/Walk-in: Postmaster, Olympic Torch Sta-

tion, 760 N. Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012-

9998.

By mail/Walk-in: Postmaster, Olympic Torch Sta-

tion, 1720 Market St., St. Louis, MO 63155-9998.

By mail: Postmaster, Olympic Torch Station, 3900

Crown Road, Atlanta, GA 30304-9998. Walk-in: (3

locations) Central City Finance PO, 183 Forsyth

Street; CNN Center PO; Peachtree Center PO, 240

Peachtree Street NW.
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Figure 7. Registered letter to Mr. Bastid at St.

Nicolas du Port postmarked on July 24, 1924.

Figure 6. Overfranked letter to J. Bastid in Epinal.

(9) One registered letter (overfranked), no.

497!!!, posted on July 24, 1924 in Epinal and ad-

dressed to Mr. Bastid in St. Nicolas du Port. (Figure

7, author’s collection)

(10) One registered letter, posted in Briey, on

September 21, 1924, addressed to St. Nicolas du Port

(Figure 8, author’s collection). This letter was affixed

with a vertical pair of “imperforate” stamps. One can

note the narrow right margins.

It seems reasonable to presume from most of

these letters that Mr. J. Bastid was the postal clerk

who “discovered” the sheets with the misplaced

perforations.

We note as well that the majority of these letters

were registered and the “regular” cover was the

exception.

If my arithmetic is correct, we have so far found

11 stamps of this variety. Given that 75 of them

exist(ed), there is still hope to find some others,

though the chances are decreasing. Nevertheless,

these stamps are some of the jewels of the 1924

Olympic stamps. The last two covers (with a single

stamp) were sold at auction for around $4500. I do

not dare talk about the cover with the pair …

I do not wish to take up too much space, so this

paper is limited to the so-called imperforate stamps.

I shall address the issue of the dates (first and last

day) and the postal rates in other papers. È

Figure 8 (right). Registered letter to St. Nicolas du

Port franked with a pair of the “imperforate”

stamps. 
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