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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Mark Maestrone 

IT'S DUES RENEWAL TIME! Yes, members, time to mail in 
your dues for 2003-2004. I'm happy to report that dues 
rates have stayed the same. 

If your membership is up for renewal, you will find 
an envelope included with this issue of the journal in 
which to return payment. Please do so as promptly as 
possible. Every payment reminder that we must mail 
out costs money which translates into fewer services 
for all of us! 

Remember that you can now use your credit card 
to pay your dues through PayPal. Please remember 
that you must add $1.50 for totals up to $30 (4% over 
$30) to cover the costs associated with providing this 
service. Accounts are free to set up. Just go to www. 
paypal.com. Under "Recipient's Email" type in: 
treasurer@sportstamps.org 

J5PN0WQN CD-ROM. Philately is a "colorful" hobby in 
every sense of the word, yet due to the economics of 
publishing a magazine for a small audience, it will 
probably never be possible to print JSP in color. How­
ever, we have a solution: for those of you with comput­
ers it will now be possible to enjoy our journal with full-
color illustrations (note: most, but not all, authors 
submit material in color). 

A single CD-ROM contains an entire searchable 
volume of JSP in PDF format (you will need Acrobat 
Reader, a free software program already pre-loaded on 
most computers, to read the files). The cost of the CD 
is $5.00 including postage worldwide. Just fill in the 
order blank included with this issue and the Volume 41 
CD (Fall 2002-Summer 2003) will be mailed to you with 
your Fall 2003 issue this September! 

SPI SURVEY. In an effort to be more responsive to the 
changing needs of our members, SPI periodically 
circulates a survey to solicit your opinions on the 

various topics concerning your society, and especially 
the journal. 

Please take a few minutes to complete this one-
page survey which can be returned to Margaret Jones 
in the same envelope with your dues. Feel free to use 
the reverse for even more suggestions! Thank you in 
advance for sharing your thoughts and opinions with 
us. 

CHALLENGEAUCTIQN. AS announced in the last issue of 
JSP, we are asking each and every member to support 
their society by participating in the upcoming "Chal­
lenge Auction". Please contribute at least one item of 
a sport or Olympic nature (philatelic, literature, or 
memorabilia) with all proceeds benefitting SPI. Mail 
your item(s), along with a lot description and minimum 
bid to our auction manager, Dale Lilljedahl, PO Box 
543125, Dallas, TX 75354. And don't forget to mark your 
package "Challenge Auction"! 

Remember: SPI is a non-profit organization so your 
donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by 
law. All contributions will be acknowledged. 

6™ SPI CONVENTION AT SESCAL 2003. Our next conven­
tion is coming up fast! As is customary, we will have an 
SPI Table which will need to be manned during show 
hours on Friday Oct. 3(10 a.m. - 6 p.m.), Saturday Oct. 
4 (10 a.m. - 6 p.m.) and Sunday Oct. 5 (10 a.m. - 4 
p.m.). If you can help, please complete Question 6A on 
the SPI Survey included with this issue. 

Special show hotel rates at the Radisson at LAX are 
available: $89 per night, single or double occupancy. 
Details are on the inside back cover of JSP. 

If you'd like to make a presentation at the SPI 
meeting, please let me (your President) know ASAP! 

Last, but not least, don't forget to mail in your 
exhibiting applications. Deadline: August 20, 2003. 

The N E W and improved SPI web site is located at: 

http:llwww.sportstamps.org 

Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net 

Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu 

Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com 

Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@attbi.com 

John La Porta: album@sbcglobal.net 

Dale Lilljedahl: dalij@aol.com 

Bernard McGovern: bmcgo 10483@aol.com 

Jeffrey Tishman: jtishman@aol.com 

Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk 

Margaret Jones: docj3@sportstamps.org 
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FIPO NEWS 
by Maurizio Tecardi 

Rome, 21st March 2003 Circular #1/2003 

COMMISSION FOR OLYMPIC PHILATELY, NUMISMATICS AND 

MEMORABILIA 

Hereafter is the new composition of the commis­
sion for 2003, decided by the IOC President, Mr. 
Jacques Rogge: President: H.E. Mr. Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. Members: Mr. A. Beck (Switzerland), Mr. 
M. Bergman (Switzerland), Mr. R. Huot (Canada), Mr. 
Ch.-J. Kim (South Korea), Mr. J. Krimsky (USA), Mr. 
Th. E. Leavey (USA) General Director of the Universal 
Postal Union, Mr. M. Tecardi (Italy). Mr. J. Varga 
(France), Mr. F. Wicht (Switzerland) and Mr. C.-K. 
Wu (Chinese Taipei). The first meeting of the Com­
mission was held in Lausanne on 10th March 2003. 

NEW ASSOCIATION MEMBER OF FIPO 

At the above-mentioned meeting the commis­
sion, after having heard the report presented by the 
Secretary General, decided to accept the admission 
in FIPO of the "Association Camerounaise de 
Philatelie et des Collections Olympiques" 
(ASCAPCO). 

The President of the new Association is Mr. 
Daniel Adoa, whereas the Secretary General is Mr. 
Seraphin Cyrille Amougou. The address is B.P. 2993, 
Yaounde (Cameroun). 

2002 OLYMPIA PRIZE 

At the 112th IOC Session to be held in Prague 
from 2nd to 7th July 2003 the medals for the 2002 
Olympia Prize will be awarded to the postal adminis­
trations that have issued the nicest commemorative 
stamps of the Salt Lake City Winter Games. The 
choice will be made by a commission of experts and 
of celebrities in the world of sport, presided by the 
Honorary life President of the IOC, H.E. Mr. Juan 
Antonio Samaranch. 

IXTH OLYMPIC COLLECTORS WORLD FAIR 

commission has consequently decided that it will be 
held from 25th to 27th July in the Norwegian city of B0. 

Fortunately, the B0 Philatelic Club, which each 
year holds the International Olympic Collectors 
Summer Fair, has come to our assistance. The 
organisers suggested holding a joint fair, which Mr. 
Samaranch and the commission accepted. In conclu­
sion it was decided that the 11th International Olym­
pic Collectors Fair in B0 will be redefined as the 
"IXth Olympic Collectors World Fair" and that it will 
be patronised by the Commission for Olympic 
Philately, Numismatics and Memorabilia and by its 
Chairman, Mr. J.A. Samaranch. The site will be the 
B0 Telmark Hall close to the Summer Festival Park 
where we have the chance that the hall will also 
host, at the same time, a large antique fair with 3000 
visitors. 

The organiser will be the B0 Philatelic Club, 
under the direction of the Mr. Halvor Kleppen, to 
whom all correspondence should be addressed as 
follows: Mr. Halvor Kleppen, Kleppevegen,48, 3800 
B0, Norway. TEL: + 47 3595 1719. FAX: +47 3595 
0030. E-mail: kleppen@online.no 

OLYMPHILEX 2004 

The reasons that have made impossible the 
organisation of the Olympic Collectors World Fair in 
Athens are the same that are complicating the 
possibility of holding in Athens (within the forthcom­
ing Olympic Games) the next Olymphilex (World 
Exhibition of Olympic and Sport Philately). 

In view of the time necessary to guarantee the 
organisation of a good event, the IOC Commission 
for Olympic Philately, Numismatics and Memorabilia 
has consequently decided to ask the Hellenic Post 
and the ATHOC (Organising Committee for Athens 
2004) to give a final reply, be it positive or negative, 
within the end of April 2003. Should the reply be 
negative, the Commission will examine the possibil­
ity of organising Olymphilex 2004 in another Euro­
pean city. You will be informed by circular letter of 
the final decision. 

Due to difficulties occurred recently, it will no 
longer be possible to organise in Athens the IXth 
edition of the Olympic Collectors' World Fair. The 

(signed) 
Maurizio Tecardi 

Secretary General 
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Postcard to Luxembourg franked with the 5c Discobulus stamp. The postmark 
dated May 21,1920 from Neufchdteau is the second day of use. It is unfortunate 
that the postman's roller cancel was applied to the stamp rather than the 
circular date cancel. Because of the privileged relationship between Belgium and 
Luxembourg, the Olympic stamps were permitted for use from the first day. 
While mail to Luxembourg was sent at a reduced rate, this card was still short-
paid by 5c. The black "T" indicates that postage is due, and therefore a red 10c 
postage due stamp was affixed (twice the amount due, as required). 

Postal Traffic and Postal Rates of the 1920 
Belgian Olympic Stamps 

by Laurentz Jonker 

A
fascinating area for philatelic exploration is 
the use of the 1920 Olympic stamps of 
Antwerp issued with a surtax for disabled 
soldiers of the First WorldWar (1914-1918). 

In keeping with the then-current regulations of the 
UPU (Universal Postal Union/Union Postale Univers-
elle), these stamps could only be used for domestic 
destinations through July 30,1920. After that date the 
stamps were valid for postage to a limited number 
of foreign countries: France, Great Britain, Switzer­
land, Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi. The 
Belgian Government Gazette of October 16, 1920 
named certain other countries to which postal 
matter bearing these stamps could be used: Japan, 
Italy, the U.S.A. and Australia. 

All these different rules naturally caused some 
confusion among postal clerks. The different 
interpretations of the various postal regulations 
makes this both an important and challenging 
subject for further investigation. 

As we know, only 10% of the total printing was 
sold before the remainders were overprinted and 
placed on sale March 5, 1921 (these overprinted 
stamps were available for a long time - until May 
1931). 

However, mail franked with the non-overprinted 
1920 Olympic stamps are seldom seen. Mail abroad 
is unusual and certainly more interesting! Such mail 
to foreign destinations is the subject of this article. 

Let me begin by turning to the Society of Olympic 
Collectors auction of November 1995. Among the 
auction lots was a card addressed to Germany. The 
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Registered cover from Vise, Belgium to Den Haag, The Netherlands on May 26, 
1920. An 's-Gravenhage arrival cancel on the back is dated May 27, 1920. The 
cover is correctly franked at 50c (25c letter rate + 25c registration). However, 
the postal clerk should not have accepted this letter for mailing as it was too 
early for the Olympic stamps to be used on mail to foreign destinations! 

CARTILPOSTALE 
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Postcard from Brussels to Paris postmarked with the Olympic machine slogan 
cancellation "Bruxelles (Midi) - Brussel (Zuid) / 26. VT. 1920". The 10c stamp 
correctly paid the postcard rate abroad, but the Olympic franking shouldn't 
have been accepted for at least another month. 

4 Summer 2003 Journal of Sports Philately 



a 

Cover to Bonn, Germany from 
Antwerp franked with all three 
Olympic stamps. The machine 
cancel is dated the second day 
of issue, May 21, 1920. A Ger­
man tax cancel is on the re­
verse (shown above): "Bonn 
UPorto, 22.5.1920". Olympic 
stamps were not permitted on 
mail to Germany, so the cover 
was marked with a black "T" 
along with "0,50" in violet 
pencil. The addressee had to 
pay 2 x 25c = 50c (the fact 
that the cover was overfrank-
ed by 5c made no difference 
since the stamp were not valid 
to Germany). 

n?& / 
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mi I uinnu.iiiijiimijjiu.il 
Cover from Antwerp to Pras-
de-Lys sur Caninges, Haute-
Savoie, France postmarked 
with the Olympic machine slo­
gan cancel: "Antwerpen An-
.«>» 1 I IA Mill I09/1" frtnon. 

ing Day of the Olympic 
Games). The cover is correctly 
franked with 25c, the foreign 
letter rate. The Olympic 
stamps could be used for for­
eign mail after July 30, how­
ever the postal clerk in France 
didn 't realize or know this and 
treated the letter as if there 
was no postage affixed! He 
has marked the cover with a 
"T" and "0,50" (double the 
rate of 25c) and pasted a 20c 
and 50c postage due stamp to 
the cover. 
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As opposed to the previously shown cover, this letter mailed from St. Gilles (Bruxelles), 
to Lyon, France on January 6, 1921 was correctly handled. 
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A small cover from St. Gilles (Bruxelles) to Basel, Switzerland, 14. 
VI. 1920. The 10c postage due stamp was applied because the 25c 
rate was short-paid by 5c. The clerk failed to note that the two 
Olympic stamps were not yet valid for foreign use! 
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sender wrote the addressee that mail to Germany 
could not be franked with-OIympic stamps (the date 
of the card is August 29, 1920), therefore the mail 
was franked with other issues. He does report that 
is was acceptable for mail to Spain. The excellent 
study by R. van Rompay on the Olympic issues of 
1920 doesn't mention this country. Possibly his report 
is incomplete. We do know that Germany wasn't 
invited to either the Olympic Games of 1920 or 1924 
(they returned for the 1928 Games). 

THE FACTS 

Let us first examine what we do know about the 
Olympic stamps of 1920 and the 1921 overprints: 

1920 Olvmpic Stamps 

First day of issue: May 20, 1920 
Last day of sale: October 30, 1920 
Last day of use: January 15, 1921 
Total number of stamps issued: 10 million of each 

value (30 million total) 
Total 1920 Olympic stamps sold: 

5c 774,524 
10c 1,462,393 
15c 1,076,655 

1921 Overprinted Stamps 

First day of issue: March 5, 1921 
Last day of use: May 1, 1931 
Total 1921 overprinted stamps sold: 

20c on 5c 7,810,000 
20c on 10c 8,356,700 
*-\/\ * r- r\ HAO r r\r\ 
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A couple of notes about the overprints: first, 
because the new letter rate that went into effect on 
November l, 1920 was 20c, it was decided that 
would be the denomination of the overprint on all 
three Olympic stamps. Second, when the over­
printed stamps were placed on sale, the limitations 
for their use as franking on mail to foreign destina­
tions was still in place. However, on April 16, 1921, 
this statute was finally abolished. 

THE POSTAL RATES 

For the purposes of this article, I shall review 
only the most common postal rates. While the rates 
changed many times between 1921 and 1931, and 

Belgian Postal Rates, 1920-1921 

Printed Matter/ 
Postcards up to 5 
words 

Postcards with mes­
sage 

Letters 

Letters, 20 grams 

Registration 

Express 

o 
5c 

10c 

15c 

25c 

30c 

© 

15c 

20c 

40c 

© 

10c 

25c 

o 
10c 

30c 

50c 

75c 

50c 

100c 

O Domestic rate at time of issue (May 20, 1920) 
© Domestic rate change, November 1,1920 
© Foreign rate at time of issue (May 20,1920) 
© Foreign rate change, March 1,1921 

in many instances cheaper rates to adjacent coun­
tries existed, it is beyond the scope of this article to 
discuss them here. A more detailed discussion of the 
overprinted stamps may be found in the May-June 
1998 issue ofthe Journal ofSports Philately (Volume 
36, #5, pages 4 through 9). 

In summary, application of the postal regulations 
by postal clerks was inconsistent. It was just as likely 
that a postal clerk would allow a letter to slip through 
- either because he was ill informed or didn't want 
to offend a customer- as it was for a clerk to abide 
by the letter of the law and assess a cover postage 
due. Add to this the complexity of the postal rates 
1 1. : ~ ll ,1 « ~«~1 *V.„ C~.., IS»n*«M «rtVr-.rtv4^» ir. 

UCHJK in uiusc uciya, emu inc i c w living C A U C H J in 

that field, and readers can appreciate the difficulty 
in explaining the franking and markings on specific 
pieces of mail. I have more examples in my own 
collection that I still cannot interpret with any 
certainty. 

As always, I welcome corrections, supplementary 
information, and fresh examples of 1920 Antwerp 
Olympic mail. W 
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