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President Gerald R. Ford, like many of his fellow 2(fh century chief executives, was an avid 
tennis player while in office. Pictured is his Spalding World Open wooden tennis raquet. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Mark Maestrone 

SPI Elections Just Around 
the Corner 

Just like the Olympic Games, SPI elections roll 
around every two years. As always, any member in 
good standing is invited to run for one of the three 
officer positions (President, Vice-President, or 
Secretary-Treasurer), or as a member of the Board 
of Directors of SPI. While we don't, at present, have 
any vacant positions to fill, this should not deter any 
member from running. Once again, Bernard McGov-
em has agreed to serve as Nominations Chairman. 
Any member interested in a position should write to 
him at 2107 Marianna Street, Tampa, FL 33612. 
Nominations are open through March 31,1998; mail-
in ballots will be enclosed with the May-June issue 
of the journal. 

By the time you receive this issue of the journal, 
the Nagano Olympic Winter Games will be only a 
few weeks away. As we've recently learned, the U.S. 
Postal Service has decided not to issue an Olympic 
stamp for these Games. Instead, a generic skier 
stamp is scheduled for release sometime in late 
January. Since the Squaw Valley Games of 1960, the 
USPS has never missed issuing at least one stamp 
for a winter Games. Let's hope this isn't a new 
trend! 

On a more positive note, we have word from 
FIPO headquarters that the Japanese postal admin­
istration and local Nagano authorities have agreed 
to provide over 20 special cancellations during the 
1998 Games. These will be available at various 
temporary post offices at the sports venues and 
other Olympic facilities. 

Additionally, a non-competitive philatelic exhibi­

tion - NAGANOPHILEX '98 - is to be held at down­
town Nagano during the Games. It is anticipated 
that the site of the exhibition will be the Mielparque 
Hotel. Exhibits from Italy, Switzerland, France and 
Japan have been invited. A special post office facility 
is to be available on the premises. 

In other news, we are reminded that a FIPO 
General Assembly is scheduled for May 27, 1998 in 
Paris during the World Cup. This meeting of all 31 
member associations of FIPO coincides with the 
PHILFOOT '98 exhibition of soccer philately at the 
Post Office Museum. Also, in an agreement between 
FIPO-IOC and FIP, an Olympic Theme Day is plan­
ned for future international exhibitions. In addition 
to a special postal cancellation on that day, Olympic 
sports personalities are expected to participate. Both 
MOSCOW '97 and INDIPEX '97 in New Delhi had a 
special Olympic Day. 

Lastly, FIPO has announced the publication of 
an Olympic catalogue listing all Summer Olympic 
stamps issued to date. The catalogue was published 
in association with Yvert & Tellier, and uses two 
numbering systems: the existing Yvert system, and 
a unique FIPO numbering system. According to the 
press announcement, Yvert Olympic Games Cata­
logue 1896-1996 "contains 8,500 stamps grouped by 
Olympiad and in alphabetical order by country." 

The 352-page catalogue is available directly from 
Yvert fori 80 French francs. For more information, 
please write: Yvert & Tellier, 37 me des Jacobins, 
80036 Amiens Cedex 1, France. They also have a 
web site at http://www.yvert-et-tellier.fr. 

The new SPI web site is located at: 
h ttp://www. geocities. com/colosseum/track/62 79 

Mark Maestrone: markspi@internetmci.com 
Charles Covell: cvcove01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu 
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@ea.com 
Glenn Estus: gestus@westelcom.com 

Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@aol.com 
John La Porta: album@ziplink.net 

Sherwin Podolsky: sapphiresv@aol.com 
Margaret Jones: docj3@juno.com 
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Ivory Coast 

Lebanon 

Martiniqua 
Mauritania 
Saar 
Senegal 
Somali Coast 
Togo 
Tunisia 
Upper Vota 
ViatNam 

Topicals 
in Award Winning Varieties. 
Please check the appropriate varieties of interest: 

. Artist Drawings 

. Trial Colors 
Primers Color 
Die Wools 

.Plate Proofs 

Die Proofs 
w/oseal 
1956(9)-1964 
1964 to dale 
Stage Proofs 

Sepia Inspection 
Sheels 
Initials 
Deluxe Sheets 
Col lecuve Sheets 

Convenient payment plans — interest-FREE! 
N o addi t iona l charges fur postaiji-, handl ing. 

j, E. J. McConnell, Inc. f|j 
P.O. Box f.M3 • Monroe. N Y 10950 • FAX (914) 7K20347 

SPORT 
OLYMPIC GAMES 

FOOTBALL-WORLD CUP (SOCCER) 

Stamps/Sheets * * / * / o • Postmarks • FDC • Postal Stationery • Letters • Cards • Autographs 
• Vignettes • Proofs • Books • Tickets • Programmes • Medals • Pins • Coins • Booklets and other 
Specials from Period: (Sport 1900/Olympics 1896/Soccer 1934) till today. 
Pricelists (each 35-90 Pages) + Oly.-Games Auction Catalogue (every lot is represented) headlines 
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HEIKO VOLK, OLYMPIA-PHILATELIE 
Postbox 3447, D-64715 Michelstadt/Odw. GERMANY 

Tel: +49 6061 4899 Fax: +49 6061 73631 
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PHYSICAL FITNESS 
Exercising To Improve Yowr Health — Keep Trim ^r j , 
— And Build Strength. 
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

. 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

Figure 1. 1983 stamp with First Day of Issue cancel promoting the benefits of physical fitness. 

SPORTS AND TI1E PRESIDENCY 

by Norman F. Jacobs, Jr. 

P
art of the fun of developing a thematic col­
lection is the opportunity it provides to learn 
more about the history of sports. Sometimes 
this information can be incorporated into an 

exhibit on the sports thematic, so long as one does­
n't try to make connections that are too tenuous. 
One of these connections that is intriguing for any 
exhibitor of a sport is the participation or encourage­
ment of the head of state, be he elected or heredi­
tary. For example, in my tennis exhibit, King Gustav 
V of Sweden is included not only because he found­
ed the first Swedish tennis club in the 1870's, but 
also because he participated in tournaments in 
Europe under the pseudonym "Mr. G," and estab­
lished the King's Cup competition in 1936. 

For Americans, the role of the President in 
sports holds similar interest, but there are few refer­
ences available that discuss this topic in detail. 
However, many SPI members have a unique oppor­
tunity to see firsthand the connections between the 
presidency and various sports by visiting the travel­
ing exhibit "Flexing the Nation's Muscle: Presidents, 

Physical Fitness and Sports in the American Cen­
tury." (Our readers in other countries will please 
ignore the hubris in the exhibit title.) The exhibit is 
making the rounds of some of the presidential 
libraries, and I was able to tour it at the Jimmy 
Carter Library in Atlanta. 

Created jointly by the National Archives and 
Records Administration and the President's Council 
on Physical Fitness and Sports, the exhibit opened 
at the White House Visitor Center in Washington in 
June 1996, where over 250,000 people toured it. The 
exhibit traces the developing emphasis on physical 
fitness in the United States during the same time 
that the nation became a world power. Although 
the sports memorabilia occupy center stage, refer­
ences are included throughout to political and 
social developments in the world during this period. 

The co-producer of the exhibit, the President's 
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports, was initially 
established by executive order of President Eisen­
hower in 1956 as the President's Council on Youth 
Fitness. The Council promotes fitness through 
school programs, and bestows the Presidential 
Sports Award on anyone over six years of age who 
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participates in a sports activity and sends in a fitness 
log (and a fee of $6). The Council also promotes 
specific sports, such as the Tennis Across America 
Day held in 1995. Figure 1 shows a 1983 stamp 
issued to increase awareness of physical fitness. 

Since this information is not readily available 
elsewhere, we will outline the sports interests of the 
various presidents in detail that may provide the­
matic links in the readers' collection or exhibit. 
Focusing on the twentieth century presidents from 
Theodore Roosevelt to Bill Clinton, the exhibit is 
structured as a walk-through that mimics a sports 
hall of fame by including a numbered jersey with 
vital statistics for each president, listing his birth 
date, date of death, height, weight, and the dates he 
served as president. 

m . . • • • • . THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
1 9 0 1 1 9 0 9 

Of particular interest to me, 
Teddy Roosevelt introduced tennis 
to the White House, installing a 
court on the lawn and frequently 
playing with members of the cabi­
net and other close advisers, who 

became known as the "tennis cabinet." In a letter to 
his children, he drew a picture of himself and cap­
tioned it "Father plays tennis with Mr. Cooley." He 
footnoted it thusly: "Father's shape and spectacles 
are reproduced with photographic fidelity." In fact, 

IwiiOK &yM*'.A \ym4r*i 
< l l l l l l l l l l l l 

he was so conscious of his portly appearance on the 
court that he never allowed himself to be photo­
graphed playing tennis. Although there are no direct 
philatelic references to Roosevelt's tennis matches 
at the White House, I have included the cover 
shown in Figure 2 in my collection. The Marine Post 
Office cancellation from the RMS Niagara off New 
Zealand and the Packet Boat marking provide phila­
telic interest, although the relationship is probably 
too tenuous to put it in my exhibit. Perhaps a cover 
mailed from the White House with a postmark from 
the post office serving the White House would allow 
me to make the connection with the storyline. 

WILLIAM M. TAET 
1 9 0 9 - 1 9 1 3 

William H. Taft was the first 
president to take golf seriously, 
and occasionally scored in the 
80's. According to him. "Golf is a 
game for people who are not ac­
tive enough for baseball or tennis. 
When a man weighs 295 pounds, you have to give 
him some opportunity to make his legs and insides 
move." Actually, Taft was 6 feet 2 inches tall and 
weighed 330 pounds. In 1910, he introduced the 
custom of throwing out a baseball to open the 
major league season. He was also a horseback 
rider. (Poor horse!) 

I ocvtWu 3-t/iee-t, 

Ti.:>.a. 

Figure 2. Teddy Roosevelt, an avid sportsman, is not difficult to commemorate 
philatelically. 5€ stamp from the 1920's Presidents series with a Marine Post Office cancel 
and Packet Boat marking posted from New Zealand to the U.S. 
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WOODROW WILSON 
1913-1921 

Before becoming president, 
Woodrow Wilson coached football 
at the college level and helped to 
introduce the center snap. A dedi­
cated golfer, he said "I play golf ev­
ery afternoon. While playing, each 

stroke seems the most important thing in life." The 
exhibit includes a golf trophy given to him during a 
break in the Paris Peace Conference, "en Souvenir 
de sa Visite a la Boulie." 

i WARREN G. HARDING 
1921-1923 

Warren Harding was also a seri­
ous golfer, but lacked the flair or 
sense of drama of his predeces­
sors. 
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CALVIN COOLIDGE 
1923 -1929 

The next president, Calvin Coo-
lidge, was more of an exerciser 
than an athlete. He favored walk­
ing, and exercises on vibrating ma­
chines and on a mechanical horse 
which he brought to the White 

House. (Perhaps the closest we have to a gymnast, 
but not very close!) 

• 1 S S I »W f S S S I S I 
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HERBERT C. HOOVER 

1929 -1933 

For Herbert Hoover, the best 
form of relaxation was fishing. He 
wrote and published a collection of 
essays entitled Fishing for Fun -
And to Wash Your Soul. At the 
White House, Hoover introduced 

"Hoover ball," a form of volleyball in which the 
participants would toss a 10-pound medicine ball 
over a net and catch it. This became a regular morn­
ing workout for him and his cabinet. According to 
Hoover, "It required less skill than tennis, was faster 
and more vigorous, and therefore gave more exer­
cise in a short time." 

In 1960, Hoover received the annual Gold Medal 
award from the National Football Foundation and 
Hall of Fame in recognition of a lifetime of devotion 
to American intercollegiate football. He had been 
the manager of the Stanford University football team 
of 1894, and he liked to tell the joke on himself of 
how he successfully ran the ticket windows and 
other team arrangements but forgot to purchase a 
football for use at the team's first game. As presi­
dent, his statements could provide a boost for com­
mercial sports, thus the use of his quote on a con­
temporary baseball poster: "The rigid volunteer 
rules of right and wrong in sports are second only to 
religious faith in moral training - and baseball is the 
greatest of American sports." 

ERANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
1 9 3 3 - 1 9 4 5 

• es.es I I I I I S I I i 

Prior to his bout with polio, 
Franklin Roosevelt played golf well 
enough to win a pewter mug in 
1898 for placing first in the weekly 
tournament at the Campobello 
Golf Club. Even after his paralysis 
prevented him from continuing this sport, he swam 
regularly for therapy, and went on many fishing and 
boating expeditions. He also threw out eight open­
ing day baseballs, a record which may never be 
broken now that we have a two-term limit on the 
presidency. 

afcAdfc.fc.a-fc • 1 I • i 1 I 

HARRY S. TRUMAN 
1 9 4 5 - 1 9 5 3 

For Harry Truman, exercise was 
more important than sport, and he 
walked from 1 to 1-1/2 miles be­
fore breakfast every morning for 
over 40 years. With his pace of 120 
steps per minute, he led reporters 
on a breathless trail to fitness. In 
addition, he enjoyed fishing, swimming, and horse­
shoes. In 1952 he used a Wilson baseball glove, a 
gift from Fred Bowman the head of the Wilson 
Sporting Goods Company, to throw out the first 
pitch on opening day of the baseball season. The 
glove, part of the traveling exhibit, will return to the 
Truman Library in Independence, Missouri at the 
conclusion of the exhibition. 
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
1 9 5 3 - 1 9 6 1 

The president whose name co­
mes to mind first when golf is men­
tioned is Dwight Eisenhower. He 
regularly shot in the 80's, and was 
photographed so often swinging a 
golf club that his critics used this to 

advantage in arguing that he took too little interest 
in the day-to-day workings of the government. He 
had a practice green installed at Camp David and a 
putting green at the White House. In 1955 he re­
ceived the Ben Hogan award which honors the 
golfer making the greatest comeback from a physi­
cal disability (his heart attack). In addition to golf, 
he enjoyed quail hunting and trout fish-ing. When 
he created the President's Council on Youth Fitness 
in 1956, he charged it to determine "what can and 
should be done to reach the much-desired goal of 
a happier, healthier, and more totally fit youth in 
America." 

JOHN E. KENNEDY 
1 9 6 1 - 1 9 6 3 

As the youngest president at age 
• 43, John Kennedy portrayed an 

.; exuberant and active lifestyle that 
I included swimming, sailing, touch 
I: football, and golf. In 1933 he won a 

swimming trophy at the Wianno 
Yacht Club, and he continued to spend his vaca­
tions near the water during his presidency. Figure 3 
shows him sailing with his family off Hyannis Port, 
Massachusetts. He also broadened the mission of 
the President's Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports from its emphasis on sports and exercise in 
the schools to include people of all ages. 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
1 9 6 3 - 1 9 6 9 

Not known as a sportsman, \ 
Lyndon Johnson did swim in the | 
pool at the ranch in Texas, and 
occasionally played golf. He also 
liked to ride horses. In 1966 the 
President's Council established the 
Presidential Physical Fitness Award for school chil­
dren who did well on a fitness test. 

RICHARD M. NIXON 
1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 4 
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Richard Nixon was not known 
as a sportsman either, but he play­
ed competitive paddleball when 
he came to Washington in 1947, 
played golf as Vice President, and 
used to bowl on the single lane 
beneath the White House during his presidency. In 
describing his approach to this sport, Nixon said "I 
bowl 7-12 games, one after another. That gives you 
a tremendous workout." He also issued a booklet of 
selections for the best baseball players of all time. 

Figure 3. President Kennedy and family sailing off 
Hyannis Port, MA. 

Figure 4. Gerald Ford played football for the Univ­
ersity of Michigan during his college years. 

GERALD R. EORD 
1 9 7 4 1 9 7 7 

His presidency lasted less than one full term, and 
may have lacked great political or diplomatic 
achievements, but Gerald Ford was certainly one of 
the most athletic presidents. As the center on the 

6 January/February 1998 Journal of Sports Philately 



University of Michigan football team, he earned his 
team's Most Valuable Player award, and he played 
in the college all-star game (Figure 4). In 1936 he 
served as a ranger in Yellowstone Park, and he 
frequently played golf, skied in Colorado, swam laps 
in the White House pool, ran 3-4 miles (up to 12 
miles on occasion), and played tennis. For tennis he 
used the Spalding World Open wooden racket with 
fibre welded throat (see cover illustration). He play­
ed doubles with George Bush, who would later 
become the 41st president. On April 4, 1974, while 
Vice President, Mr. Ford attended the Atlanta Braves 
game when Hank Aaron was chasing Babe Ruth's 
record. During this game between Cincinnati and 
Atlanta, the new cowhide baseball was first used in 
the major leagues. Four days later, Aaron broke 
Babe Ruth's record in a game that my wife and I 
attended and will always remember as one of the 
most exciting sports moments of our lives. 

JAMES E. CARTER, JR. 
1977-1981 

Jimmy Carter enjoyed jogging, which led to the 
unfortunate news media coverage of his near-
collapse while attempting a long run during his 
presidency. He also played tennis, bowled, fished, 
hunted, skied cross-country, and rode his bicycle. 
However, he will always be remembered by sports 
and Olympic philatelists for one political decision -
the boycott of the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games 
organized by the United States to protest the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan. With 50 other nations 
participating, the boycott threatened the status of 
the Olympic Games as a universal event. On a 
happier note, on May 22, 1979, President Carter 
presented the 5 millionth Presidential Fitness 
Award. 

RONALD W. REAGAN 
1981 -1989 

Ronald Reagan is the only president who 
previously worked as a radio sports broadcaster. His 
nickname, Dutch, dates from his days as a sports 
writer in the 1930's, but he also worked as a 
lifeguard in the summers, and enjoyed horseback 
riding on his ranch. He also has played golf. In 1984 
he participated in the Olympic Torch Relay as it 
passed the White House. The exhibit includes a 
Davis Cup warm-up outfit presented to President 
Reagan by the Davis Cup captain, Arthur Ashe. 

GEORGE H. BUSH 
1989 -1993 

While at Yale, George Bush played first base and 
captained the Yale baseball team. Later, he jogged, 
played tennis and golf and liked to fish. He learned 
tennis from his mother at the age of 5, and played 
twice a week while president. A natural left-hander, 
he learned to play right handed and favored an 
aggressive net game. 

\'fflv¥'v^S8$ WILLIAM J. 
CLINTON 

1993-

F i n a l l y w e 
c o m e to t h e 
p resen t , w h e r e i| 
Bill Clinton has 
p o p u l a r i z e d 
presidential jogging as a weight-control measure. He 
also golfs frequently and bowls. In 1995 he went to 
New Haven to open the Special Olympics. 

Perhaps it will come as no surprise that so many 
of our nation's leaders have participated in 
competitive athletics, since the thrill of competition 
and the ambition to be "number one" are strong 
motivators both in sports and politics. 

For those who are interested, the traveling 
schedule for Flexing the Nation's Muscle will take it 
to the Dwight D. Eisenhower Library in Abilene, 
Kansas from May 1 to July 31, 1998; to the George 
Bush Library in College Station, Texas from 
September to October 1998; and to the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library in early 1999. There are 
some open dates which may allow the exhibit to go 
to Boston's Kennedy Library, the Nixon Library in 
Yorba Linda, California, and the Lincoln Museum in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

With so many countries represented in the SPI 
membership rolls, I hope that some of you will share 
with the readership the sports connections of your 
heads of state. For my own field of tennis, for 
example, I'd like to know which British monarch 
was the first to attend Wimbledon, the first to 
present the winner's trophy, and which monarchs 
have played tennis. As tennis spread around the 
world, the heads of state played a role in the 
establishment of tennis clubs and tournaments. 

Lastly, I'd like to thank Caroline Clifford of the 
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library for her help in 
providing the photographs used in this article. '¥ 
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