oumaor IPORTO
PHILATELY

VOLUME 36 NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1997 NUMBER 2

Politics and Olympic Art: The Legacy of
Dietrich Eckart and Leni Riefenstahl

‘g—:« s ' A ki
- & - P
»

REICHSSPORTFELD DIETRICH ECKART- FREILICHTBUHNE

Postcard depicting the Dietrich Eckart Open Air Theater, site of the gymnastics
competition and arts festival performances during the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

by Mark Maestrone

It’s Time to Begin Planning
for Sydney 2000

Usually, I use my President’s Message to
discuss a specific theme. This month, however,
I'd like to address a couple of important topics.

Over the last year, the Internet has become
more.and more a part of our everyday lives. Many
of us now have email addresses. Others delve
further into this new medium by surfing the web,
chatting either one-on-one or in groups with our
colleagues and friends, or participating in the
numerous news groups related to our interests.
As you will note in the box at bottom, SPI has a
new web site location. I redesigned this from top
to bottom and invite all our on-line members to
stop by for a look. Over time, we’ll be adding to
the site, which is provided free by geocities. Of
particular importance — we have a members’
advertising section in which you may place free
ads. Please stop by and take a look, then tell us
what you think by sending us an email! Com-
ments, both positive and negative, are cheerfully
welcomed. And should any of you have the
inclination and time to help us out, we need a
new webmaster to keep this site updated and
fresh! Let me know if you can help.

It’s not too early for those members thinking
about attending the 2000 Olympic Games in
Sydney, Australia to begin planning. Each Na-
tional Olympic Committee has designated an
official entity in its own country as the exclusive
source of Olympic tickets. In the United States,

Cartan Tours, Inc. has once again been selected
as the authorized travel company of the U.S.
Olympic Committee.

Cartan has just mailed its brochure explaining
tours and ticketing for the 2000 Olympics. People
interested in traveling to the Games may pur-
chase an all-inclusive travel package, which
includes accommodations, airfare and event
tickets for one of three “waves.” Wave | runs
from September 12-20; Wave Il extends from
September 18-26; Wave lll is for the period of
September 24 through October 2. Cartan notes
that space will be limited, and thus must be
reserved with a deposit of $500 per person.
Unfortunately, no package ticket prices are
quoted at this time. Event tickets will also be
available to those who do not wish to purchase
packages. For more information, please contact
Cartan at their toll-free number: 800-818-1998, or
write them at 1334 Parkview Avenue, Suite 210,
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266. They also have a
web site at: http://www.cartan.com (no info on
the Games is provided on this site as yet).

Before closing, I would like to alert members
to the fact that we desperately need more arti-
cles for your journal. There is currently no back-
log, meaning that a cut-back in the number of
pages in any given issue is possible. Please take
some time to write about your specialty for the
journal!

Mark Maestrone: markspi@internetmci.com

Andrew Urushima: aurushima@ea.com
Glenn Estus: gestus@westelcom.com

Journal of Sports Philately

Charles Covell: cvcove01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu

The new SPI web site is located at:
http://www.geocities.com/colosseum/track/6279

Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@aol.com

John La Porta: album@ziplink.net
Sherwin Podolsky: sapphiresv@aol.com
Margaret Jones: docj3@juno.com
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1936 Olympic Games at Berlin

Politics and Olympic Art: The Legacy of
Dietrich Eckart and Leni Riefenstahl

by Sherwin Podolsky

(The author thanks Jim Bowman and Mark Maestro-
ne for assistance with this article.)

WHO WAS DIETRICH ECKART?

When I first read about the Dietrich Eckart Open
Air Theater (Figure 1), site of the Olympic Arts and
gymnastic competitions at Berlin, 1936, | assumed
Eckart to be an illustrious German dramatist or
musician. To my surprise, Eckart figured promi-
nently in the politics of the period. He belonged to
the class of Germans and Nazis who, like Horst
Wessel, contributed to the legend of Nazi heroes.

Bomn in 1868, Dietrich Eckart was 21 years older
than Adolf Hitler and was often called the spiritual
founder of National Socialism. He was a witty jour-
nalist,a mediocre poet and a dramatist. In Berlin, he
lead a bohemian vagrant’s life, became a drunkard
and used morphine. Eckart was confined to a men-
tal institution where he was finally able to stage his
dramas, using the inmates as actors.

At the end of World War [ in 1919, he held forth
before admirers in a wine cellarin an artists’ quarter
in Munich, preaching Aryan superiority and calling
for the elimination of the Jews.

From 1918 to 1920 he published the highly in-
flammatory paper “Auf Gut Deutsch” (“In Plain
German”) which specialized in anti-Semitic and
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Figure 1. Entire with two strikes of pictorial “Dietrich Eckart Buhne” machine cancel
posted frorn Berlin at printed matter rate of 5 pf plus 15 pf special fee for air transport
to $.S. Bremen at port of Cherbourg, France. The S.S. Bremmen was en route to New
York City from Bremerhaven, via Southampton, to Cherbourg. The flight to
Cherbourg originated at Cologne (Koln). Other than the flight required to reach the
S.S. Bremen, the entire was intended for surface transportation as evidenced by the
obliteration of the MIT LUFTPOST/PAR AVION imprint. Cover addressed to St. Louis,
Mo. Arrival handcancel of Saint Louis, MO Field Sta. August 4, 1936 on reverse.
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Figure 2. AdolfHitler in military uniform. Color postcard
issued by the National Socialist (Nazi) Party office for the
People’s Welfare. Inscribed on back: “Become amember
of the Nazi People’s Welfare!” Card posted from Berlin
Olympic Stadium, August 6, 1936 and addressed.

anti-Communist propaganda. His social connections
enabled the German Workers’ Party to acquire
Munchener Beobachter (Munich Observer) in 1920.
As editor, Eckart renamed it Volkischer Beobachter
(Ethnic Observer) and made it the Nazi Party’s
ideological mouthpiece reflecting his belief that
Germany must be awakened.

Eckart was quoted as saying: “We need afellow
at the head who can stand the sound of a machine
gun. The rabble need to get fear into their pants. We
can’t use an officer, because the people don'’t re-
spect them any more. The best would be a worker
who knows how to talk...He doesn’t need much
brains...He must be a bachelor, then we’ll get the
women.” Could it have been more natural, than,
that the hard-drinking poet should find in Adolf
Hitler the very man he was looking for?

Hitler probably met Eckart in 1919. Eckart be-
came a close adviser to the rising young man in the
German Workers’ Party, lending him books, helping
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to improve his written and spoken German and
introducing him to his wide circle of friends. These
friends included wealthy persons who were in-
duced to contribute to party funds. Of Eckart, Hitler
said: “He shone in our eyes like a polar star. At the
time, [ was intellectually a child at the bottle.”

Through Eckart, Hitler was delighted to meet
Alfred Rosenberg. Hitler was impressed by Rosen-
berg’s “learning” and he liked the young man’s
hatred of Jews and Bolsheviks. Hitler was particu-
larly impressed with Rosenberg’s philosophical
identification of Communism with world Jewry.
Thus, Eckart, Hitler and Rosenberg were among the
weird assortment of misfits who founded National
Socialismin 1919, a movernent that would be elect-
ed to control the German government in 1933 and
lead it to destruction in World War Il (Figure 2).

Eckart wrote one pamphlet which was published
some months after he died in 1923: “Bolshevism
from Moses to Lenin, A Dialogue Between Adolf
Hitler and Myself.” The document is considered a
representation of the relationships and ideas they
shared. Themes in the Dialogue appear in Mein
Kampf (My Struggle, Hitler’'s seminal work, pub-
lished in 1925). However, Eckart did not identify
Bolshevism with the political force that came into
power in 1917 in Russia. Rather, Bolshevism was
identified with the Jewish threat of world domina-
tion. This contributed to Hitler's world view that he
(Hitler) was acting in accordance with “the work of
the Lord,” and redeeming anti-Semitism to its ulti-
mate expression: the extermination of all Jews.

Hitler’s admiration of Eckart never flagged. The
final sentence in Mein Kampf is an expression of
gratitude to this erratic mentor. “He was,” said Hitler
in concluding his book, “one of the best, who de-
voted his life to the awakening of our people, in his
writings and thoughts and finally in his deeds.”
William L. Shirer, author of The Rise and Fall of the
Third Reich, said that had more non-Nazi Germans
and foreign statesmen read through the turgid, 782
pages of Mein Kampf before the 1933 elections,
Germany and the world might have been saved
from catastrophe.

Eckart coined the Nazi slogan “Deutschland
Erwache!” (Germany Awake!), a call to alert the
German people to the source of their misfortunes:
Bolshevists and Jews. The slogan comes from the
last line of the “Storm Song,” written by Eckart,
which became the oldest Nazi song. Even at the
funeral of Horst Wessel (JSP, July/August 1997, pp.
16-17) in 1930, banners were flown shouting the
slogan (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Marching S.S. standard bearers. Banners are inscribed “Deutschland/Erwache”

above and below the Nazi swastika. 6pf postal stationery card. Vertical inscription in center
notes Reich Party Day. Card sold for 25 pf with 19 pf going to the Culture Fund.

The slogan appeared on four standards dis-
played at the first Nazi Party Day rally in Munich, 27-
29 January, 1923. Rallies in Nuremberg began in
September, 1923, and continued through 1938. The
high point at the rallies was invariably a long speech
by Hitler, in which he attacked Jews, Marxists,
Bolshevists, pacifists, the Treaty of Versailles, the
Weimar Republic, France and the Soviet Union. The
rallies were discontinued in 1939 because war was
imminent and workers were required for the war
effort (Figure 4).

Eckart died in December, 1923, of a heart attack
induced by alcoholism. Seven years later, Horst
Wessel was murdered. Hitler committed suicide in
Berlin in 1945. Rosenberg, Hitler’s philosopher,
supervised brutal slave labor and arranged the
extermination of Jews. He was tried in Nuremberg
following the war, and executed by hanging on
October 16, 1946 at 1 a.m.

How DIETRICH ECKART WAS HONORED

An open air amphitheater for the 1936 Olympic
Games was constructed and named for Dietrich
Eckart. It was the jewel of the whole Reichssports-
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feld complex (Figures 5a & b) located a short dis-
tance to the northwest of the Olympic stadium. The
theater lay in a natural depression of the Havel
Valley at the western border of Berlin. Modeled on
the theaters of ancient Greece (Figure 6), the natu-
ral amphitheater was blessed with a setting of great
beauty, a pine-covered hillside acting as a backdrop
to the stage. It was the largest open air theater in
Germany, providing accommodations for 20,000
spectators in three tiers of seats. Tents were used for
protection in rainy weather.

The amphitheater survived World Warll.In 1982,
the stage was outfitted with a tent roof for weather
protection. It is now renamed the Waldbuhne (For-
est Arena).

THE 1936 OLYMPIC ARTS PROGRAM AT THE DIETRICH
ECKART THEATER

From August 2 through 7, and again between
August 14 and 16, theatrical productions were per-
formed. Prices ranged from 1 to 2 DM in the upper
ring, to a high of 6 DM for the best seats. An oratori-
cal opera, Handel’s “Herakles,” was performed
twice (Figure 7). A dance theme in other presenta-
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tions had a colorful final scene in which every cor-
ner of the vast stage was utilized.

An attractive pictorial machine cancellation
shows the expanse of the Dietrich Eckart Open Air
Theater (Figure 8). Wording at the top of the slogan
portion reads: Dietrich-Eckart-Buhne. Beneath is:
auf dem Reichssportsfeld 2.-16 August 36. To the
right of the slogan is a double circle date stamp.
Two types of wording exist in the date stamp: (type
a) BERLIN C 2/du; (type b) BERLIN O 17/pp.

Covers or cards seen with the “type b” postmark
are dated July 15, July 20, and July 29, 1936. The
author has not seen the “type a” postmark. This is
an area that deserves investigation to determine
earliest and last usage dates. It is interesting that
this cancellation does not bear the word “Olympic.”

THE 1936 OLYMPIC GYMNASTICS PROGRAM AT THE DIE-
TRICH ECKART THEATER

Gymnastics events were held on Monday, Au-
gust 10; Tuesday, August 11; and, Wednesday,
August 12, 1936 at the Dietrich Eckart Open Air

Theater. The program was as follows:

August 10, 7 a.m.: Men’s compulsory exercises.

August 10, 2 p.m.: Elimination rounds for 5th and 6th
place, and men’s compulsory exercises

August 11, 7 a.m.: Men's free exercises

August 11, 3 p.m.: Men’s final

August 12, 7 a.m.: Women’s competition

August 12, 2 p.m.: Women’s competition

LENI RIEFENSTAHL

Born August 22, 1902, Riefenstahl began her
career as a dancer at the age of eight. She injured a
knee when dancing and during her recovery period
discovered acting and film. She became wellknown
for dramatic mountain movies where she showed
an ability to create myth. In 1931, she established
her own production company, Riefenstahl Films.
She wrote, directed and starred in her first film, The
Blue Light (1932), which attracted the interest of
Adolf Hitler. The film won the silver medal at the
Venice Biennale.

Seftpoittarte

Reidysparteitag des Sriedens
Hiirnberg 2.— 11, September 1939
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Figure 4. Postal stationery propaganda card for the Reich’s Party Rally of Peace at Nurnbersg,

Sept. 2-11, 1939 with imprinted 6 pf stamp in shades of brown showing Hitler against a flag
with swastika. Called the “Blood Flag,” it was the swastika flag that had been carried in the
abortive Munich Putsch of November 9, 1923. Card sold for 25 pf with 19 pf going to Hitler’s
Culture Fund. The Reich Party Day rally for 1939 was never held.
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Das Reidssportfeld in Berlin.

Der Schauplatz der XE Olympiade 1.- 16. August 1936

Figure 5a. Photo postcard of the Reichssport

eld in Berlin from the air. “The show place of

" the XI Olympiad, 1 - 16 August 1936.” The Dietrich Eckart Open Air Theater is at center
bottom. Postcard is postally used at the Berlin Olympia-Stadion, August 8, 1936. Addressed
to USA with 15 pf Olympic stamp showing fencer. '

In 1933 she was appointed by Hitler as the “film
expert to the Nazi Party.” One of her films, Victory of
Faith,was about the 1933 Nazi Party Rally. This film
featured the SA (Storm Division) lead by Chief of
Staff Ernst Roehm. Roehm had increased the size of
his SA from 400,000 in January, 1933, to over three
million by the spring of 1934. On June 30, 1934,
Hitler, uneasy that Roehm was becoming a possible
rival, had him arrested and shot immediately. Hun-
dreds of others; including top Nazi officials, were

massacred. The eventbecame known as "The Night -

Of Long Knives.” No copies of Victory of Faith are
known to exist. It is believed that Hitler ordered all
copies destroyed because they promoted the SA.
The massacre allowed Hitler to reduce the SA to a
manageable size and establish himself as the undis-
puted leader of the Nazi Party.

TRIUMPH OF THE WILL

Leni Riefenstahl was the only woman Hitler
respected as an artist. Nevertheless, after seeing her
fine work, Hitler asked her to document the 1934
Nazi Party Day at Nuremberg. At first she accepted,
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Figure 6. Greek stamp
showing the ancient
theater at Delphi - a
possible model for the
Dietrich Eckart Open Air
Theater.

but then turned over direction to Walter Ruttman, a
communist, so that she could film a preferred pro-
jectin Spain. Ruttman filmed a prologue covering 20
years of German history up to 1933. He tried to show
the economic circumstances behind Hitler's rise to
power from a Marxist perspective. Ruttman saw
Hitler as capable of helping Germany out of its
misery.

Hitler discovered that Riefenstahl was not doing
the work. He summoned her to persuade her to take
the assignment. Hitler, while not angry, was insis-
tent. Riefenstahl argued that she was not a Nazi and
did not know “the difference between the SA and
SS.” Hitler said this would give the film a fresh ap-
proach and “that is why | want you to do it.”
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