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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Mark Maestrone

BN

philatelic event.

The USPS facility on the main exhibition floor shortly after the 10:00am opening bell! The
spacious, column-free Moscone Center was the perfect venue for the decade’s biggest U.S.

(photo courtesy Norm Jacobs)

Pacific 97: An Awesome Show!

Yes! That is truly the best characterization of
this decennial philatelic event. Everything about
this show was truly first-rate. The exhibits were
outstanding (although there perhaps could have
been a few more sports and Olympic ones). Dealers
brought a wide variety of material priced at all
levels. First Day Ceremonies for the two U.S.
stamp issues and two postal cards were thought-
fully produced and very well-organized. And the
Moscone Center, venue for this event, was a
marvel. Despite daily crowds numbering in the
thousands, one never felt claustrophobic in this
mammoth facility.
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The one drawback - if one can even term it
that — was that the show was SO large that finding
ones friends was akin to looking for the proverbial
needle in a haystack. Fortunately, I tried to prear-
range as many rendezvous with other SPI members
as I could.

One of our Directors, Norm Jacobs, was there
with his daughter, Nicole. We managed to see
quite a bit of each other, usually while noshing at
one of San Francisco’s endless array of excellent
restaurants. Our man-on-the-scene in Salt Lake
City, Utah, Leslie Gailey, stopped by for a few days
of bourse shopping and exhibition viewing. My

July/August 1997 1|



dear friend, Morris Rosen, was
exhibiting one of his numerous
collections (sadly, not an Olym-
pic one), and of course was in
attendance. Together we man-
aged to take in Chinatown (yes,
more food folks). Cora Collins
and her husband, Leroy, were
also exhibiting and volunteering
each day at the reception booth
at one of the exhibition’s
entrances. And, yes you guessed
it, we ate dinner one evening at
Fisherman’s Wharf, riding the
cable cars in each direction. (Be-
lieve me, | went on a diet when I
returned home!) In between

'R Y8 73

weHEs

spending money at the bourse,
examining exhibits and periodi-
cally resting my feet, | managed
to get together with other SPI
members, including Andrew
Urushima, Conrad Klinkner,
Marian Bowman, and host of
others.

Unfortunately, I did not see too many of our
overseas members, although it was a treat to finally
meet Ossi Virtanen from Finland and receive a
personal tour of his gold-medal winning Olympic
exhibit. One member I did miss (and not for lack
of trying to find her, I assure you) was Franceska
Rapkin from England. Next time, Franceska, we’ll
set up an appointment!

All in all, this was a wonderfully exciting
exhibition. The organizing committee did the U.S.
proud!

USPS).

News from FIPO Headquarters

e A postal-philatelic event is likely to be held in
Lausanne during the 10C’s 106" Session in
September 1997 during which the host of the
2004 Summer Olympic Games will be selected.

Unveiling of the 60¢ George Washington souvenir sheet at the First Day
Ceremony on May 30. SPI member and Executive Officer of Pacific 97,
James Bowman (right), gave the opening welcome. He is assisted by Dr.
Virginia Noelke (Chair of the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee) and
Allen R. Kane (Chief Marketing Officer & Senior Vice President,

(Photo courtesy of Norm Jacobs)

e FIPO, in collaboration with the World Cup
“France 98" organizing committee, plan a
philatelic event showcasing the best soccer
exhibits from around the world. If you have
such an exhibit and would like to enter, please
contact Jean-Pierre Picquot ASAP at: AFCOS,
172 Blvd. Berthier, F-75017 Paris, France.

® Work has begun on an Olymphilex 2000 to be
held during the Sydney Olympic Games. This
Olympic philatelic event will be organized by
Australia Post, with the collaboration of
SOCOG (the Sydney Olympic organizing
committee), the Australian Philatelic Federa-
tion, and FIPO, under the patronage of the
IOC and with FIP auspices. As at Atlanta,
numismatics and memorabilia will be included.
Dates and venue have yet to be determined.

Mark Maestrone: markspi@internetmci.com
Charles Covell: cvcove0l @ulkyvm.louisville.edu
Sherwin Podolsky: sapphiresv@aol.com
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Our Web Site is http://www.concentric.net/~Ilaimins/spi.html

Glenn Estus: gestus@westelcom.com
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@aol.com
Margaret Jones: drj3@juno.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Manfred Bergman Responds

[Dr. Manfred Bergman of the I0OC’s Philatelic
Department provides the following response to my
“President’s Message” in the May 1997 issue re-
garding new Olympic stamp licensing regulations. |

We do appreciate your analysis relative to the
IOC’s letter of February 13% 1997. You are right
in stating that there are two aspects to this matter:

1. The legal aspect
2. The format (configuration) aspect.

1. THE LEGAL ASPECT. The most important point,
ignored by almost everybody, is that only the
Olympic Symbol (the Rings) were free to be used
on stamps, provided some conditions were re-
spected. All other Olympic marks are not free. We
were tolerant, and admitted their use provided an
agreement was signed — in particular with the
OCOG [the host Olympic organizing committee]
— for the TM [trademark] protected emblem of the
Games. Unfortunately, many countries issued
stamps using non-authorized marks. The following
will illustrate the violations/infringements [see
accompanying table]. Many issues showed more
than one offence. A major offence was (and is) the
use of an athlete’s picture, his (her) medal and the
results. This is strictly prohibited, even for the
sponsors, and special rules guide this use — includ-
ing the athlete’s consent.

The undue use comprise the following:

The Olympic Symbol - the Olympic Rings
The Olympic torch — or replicas thereof
The Olympic medal

The Olympic Flag

The Olympic Anthem

The Olympic mascots

The Olympic emblems of past Games

The Olympic Posters

00 = Oy T s W0 By =
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9. The Olympic Motto

10. The emblem of the Atlanta Games

11. The mascot of the Atlanta Games

12. Olympic Terminology “Atlanta 96" or the like

13. The pictures of Olympic champions, medalists
or participants

14. Countries without a recognized National
Olympic Committee

15. The IOC Centennial logotype

Most faulty issues combine more than one non-
approved or non-authorized use and many coun-
tries have issued more than one set. Thus the total
of faulty sets is higher than the number of issuing
countries.

We even had issues that were not authorized by
the postal administrations of the respective coun-
tries: the agents just printed and sold them.

This was the main reason for the decision taken to
have strict rules for the use of the Olympic marks.
I do want to stress only one point which could
(and did) lead to some misunderstanding: the
submission of the stamp designs is with the aim to
check the graphic conformity of the marks and the
authorization to use them; the artwork will not be
censured and is at the sole discretion of the issuing
country.

2. THE FORMAT (CONFIGURATION). You are I’ight
again in stating that our concern was the collector.
I would like to comment as follows (and it might
be different in the U.S., though in order to find
out we ought to question the U.S. collector).

e Many of the formats (souvenir sheets, sheet-
lets, imperforate stamps, etc.) are only the duplica-
tion of the regular set in different configurations.
For the casual collector it does not offer diversity
and for the existing Olympic philatelists (seeking
as usual completeness) it is only a financial bur-
den.
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1996 Olympic 1 Offence 2 Offences 3 Offences 4 Offences | Total Issues
Stamps (sets)
Number of issues 68 43 15 6 132
(NOCs exist)
Reserve values 2 1 3
(NOCs exist)
Unauthorized by 1 2 3
National Post
NOC not recog- 5 2 1 1 9
nized, or no NOC
Total Issues with 76 48 16 7 147
offences
Total Countries 86

® In most countries the casual collector can be
turned into a real Olympic philatelist — to collect
all stamps of the current Games provided the price
is correct and the thematic/historic aspects are
added to the stamps/collection. Experience showed
that in Europe at least 4-5,000 collectors of this
breed exist. They are willing to spend more than
$2,000. In 1996 the price was more than $5,000.
One major distributor had a drop of 66% for new
(casual collectors) and almost no sales to the old
collectors.

e At $800 for the collection, we do have some
hope to stimulate new collectors to form a com-
plete collection.

® The formats that depict motifs different from
the regular set unfortunately do not contribute to
a real extension of a specialist’s collection. Firstly,
the vast majority (and this redundancy is really
permitted in our case) never reaches the home
country and never is affixed to a letter. (The
canceled items are printed with a cancellation and
have never passed a post office). This is not in line
with the UPU [Universal Postal Union] and FIP
[Federation International de Philatelie] code of
ethics. Secondly, many use general designs which
have no thematic meaning. Thirdly, many use
pictures of athletes, their results and the medals
(one country has already issued 27 stamps with
Atlanta winners). This is completely prohibited,
and the issuing authority could be sued for mil-
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lions by the athletes. The medals are the property
of the IOC!! Finally, the price is exorbitant, even
for the specialist. For the issued of some countries,
the collector has to pay between 50 to 100 dollars.

® The “specialists,” as defined by you, certainly
also exist in Europe. But what do they do if they
only need one or two stamps or a souvenir sheet of
the set (for their specialty) but have to buy the
entire set and all the collateral formats?

e  We also must not forget that Olympic collect-
ing — mainly the thematic aspect of it — is not
limited to stamps. Many of the thematic elements
(one is the torch run) can be found on cancella-
tions. That is where the variety ought to be looked
for. The special cancellations, meters and the like
add much more thematic variety and diversity
than different (costly) formats. With those ele-
ments expansion can be achieved. The proof is that
all sports journals dedicate most of their space to
cancellations and not the mint stamps.

e In 1996 we did suggest to many countries
which wished to issue a souvenir sheet, to do so
but dedicate it to OLYMPHILEX. Blocks and
sheets were always printed for philatelic exhibi-
tions. The Crown Agents which represented those
countries, collaborated fully and there were no
problems with the issuance policy of those coun-
tries. Here is a good specialty: collect OLYMPHI-
LEX.
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In view of the above, I doubt whether the decisions
taken can be reconsidered. If we give [an inch] to
all the abusing organizations (whether administra-
tions or their agents) they will ask for [a mile].
One country, not having any snow, not sending a
team to Nagano has already issued (without
authorization) sixty-four stamps, in varying for-
mats!!! One can always return to a more tolerant
policy next time if the legal rights are respected.

I do admit, to end this matter, that some circles
will disagree with us. When this disagreement is
not financially linked (like the agents that collect
millions from these various formats), we can
always discuss and find a consensus — for the next
time. Fortunately, the major sports countries have
expressed consent, as well as the philatelists and
the international philatelic organizations. Meetings
will be arranged with another organization that
disagrees with us.

The main point is that we wish to stimulate Olym-
pic philately to be a serious philately and not drop
again to the level of thematics 30 years ago.

[The Editor responds: I'd like to thank Manfred
for taking the time to clarify a number of points
that were not entirely clear in the original memo.
I was certainly quite surprised to learn the extent
to which postal administrations and agents have
abused the previously laissez-faire regulations. And
as [ mentioned in my editorial, the IOC has every
right to protect its trademarks.

However, I still have a number of reservations
about the move to so drastically limit Olympic
stamp production. Manfred quite rightly points
out that in the past, non-stamp elements (i.c.,
souvenir sheets, sheetlets, etc.) have frequently
been duplicative and overpriced. Yet a number of
them were different and thematically noteworthy.
So why throw the proverbial baby out with the
bath water? My suggestion: in addition to the
single four-stamp set authorized by the IOC, allow
one face-different souvenir sheet not to exceed,
say, US$1 face value.

I think it would also be very instructive to
scientifically assess the collecting habits of Olym-
pic philatelists. Would they be willing to collect all
the stamps of a modern Olympiad even if the price
were right? IOC/FIPO ... let’s survey them!]
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SPI HONORS US OLYMPIC
SWIMMER/WATER POLO PLAYER

{ Duke Paoa *‘%
Mhanamoku

3 GOLD & 2 SILVER MEDALS
1912, 1920, 1924, 1928 OLYMPICS

# 0000001476

POSTALIA 266609

Figure 1. Duke Kahanamoku is honored on Sports Philatelists International’s
second 1997 commemorative U.S. Olympian meter. The meter will be in use
Jfrom July 1 through December 31. Please see box for ordering instructions.

Duke Kahanamoku: Olympic Swimming
Champion, Innovator, and Father of
Modern Surfing

by Bruce A. Tomkins

ome seventy years ago, Duke Kahana-

moku’s name was emblazoned across the

aquatic world, and it has remained syn-

onymous with championship swimming
and surfing through the years (Figure 1). He has
been to both sports exactly what Babe Ruth was to
baseball, Joe Louis to boxing, Bill Tilden to tennis,
Red Grange to football, and Bobby Jones to golf.
He has been Mister Surfing and Mister Swimming
rolled up into one incredible giant of a man.'
Exactly who was Duke Kahanamoku, and how did
the name of this native-born Hawaiian become so
intimately linked with aquatic sports?

THE EARLY YEARS

Duke Paoca Kahinu Makoe Hulikohoa
Kahanamoku was born on August 24, 1890, in the
palace of Princess Ruth in Honolulu. He was a
pure-blooded Hawaiian who could trace his ances-
try back to King Kamehameha (Figure 2). At the
time of his birth, Queen Victoria’s son, the Duke
of Edinburgh, was visiting Hawaii, so Kahanamo-
ku’s father named his own new son Duke in honor
of that occasion.” Duke was born during the Ha-
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waiian monarchy, was four when the islands be-
came a republic, and eight when annexed as a U.S.
territory. He studied to be a blacksmith in school,
but never became one. The reason that Duke was
a ripe old 22-year-old before he competed in his
first Olympic Games is that the mainland Amateur
Athletic Union (AAU) could not believe his entry
times.

He first startled the swimming world by shatter-
ing both the 50 and 100 yard world records on the
anniversary of Hawaiian annexation day, August 2,
1911, just 12 days before his 21st birthday - doing
24-1/5 seconds in the 50, or 1-3/5 seconds better
than the record, and 55-2/5 seconds in the 100, 4-
3/5 seconds better than the record. Unfortunately,
the cast was all Hawaiian and the times were so
unbelievable that the Amateur Athletic Union,
headquartered in New York, refused to recognize
them, in spite of the careful reports that were
compiled. The course in Honolulu Harbor had
been measured before the race and three times
after by a registered surveyor; the swimmers were
swimming against the tide; and his nearest compet-
itor, Lawrence Cunha, was 30 feet behind.

After considerable correspondence back and
forth, President (Otto) Wahle of the Amateur
Athletic Union wrote:
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“According to my mind, this matter should be treated
very carefully and with extreme canution before the 100-
yard record is to be accepted as an AAU record. If his
55-2/5 seconds were accepted and he should afterwards
compete in the U.S. or Europe and be beaten by swim-
mers, the correctness of his 55-2/5 seconds would be
seriously questioned as well as the good faith of the
AAU.”

“For this reason, I would like to see Kahanamoku
beat the fast men first and have the record accepted after-
ward.”™

Exactly how, excluding natural athletic ability,
did Duke swim so much faster than his contempo-
raries just after the turn of the century? The an-
swer lies in the differences between swimming
techniques as practiced in Great Britain, where
organized competitions had been held regularly
since 1837,* and in the Hawaiian and Polynesian
islands, where Duke learned to swim. The British
traditionally swam only the breaststroke, in which
neither the hands, arms, nor feet ever broke the
surface of the water. The arms were pulled out and
back from the chest, accompanied by a frog-kicking
motion. This was pretty much “state of the art”
European swimming until J. Arthur Trudgen com-

bined an overhand arm stroke with the frog kick to
produce the “Trudgen crawl.” Trudgen had ob-
served some South American Indian swimmers,
and noted that they generated much more speed in
the water with their overhand stroke than he had
produced with the breast stroke as an amateur
swimmer in England. Upon his return to England,
Trudgen taught the new stroke to others, and
found that the overhand arm stroke gave his stu-
dents significantly more speed and power. Using
the Trudgen stroke, swimmers reduced the time
needed to swim 100 yards from about 70 seconds
to 60 seconds.’

Trudgen had discovered some, but not all, of
the Indian swimmers’ secrets. While he correctly
observed the difference in the overhand arm
stroke, he did not notice that these swimmers also
kicked differently than their European counter-
parts. Englishman Frederick Cavill noted that
swimmers in the South Seas islands (ancestry of
Duke) not only used an overhand arm stroke, but
also used an alternating flutter kick in which six
kicks accompanied a complete cycle of the arms
(the “six-beat kick”). This was the same stroke
which Alick Wickham, a Solomon Islander, intro-
duced to the Western world. It was George Far-

Capt” Fames Coor:

Hawan g

130 U5A Hawall Statehood 1959-1984

Lity of Retuge © Hawsi

Figure 2. Kahanamoku, a pure-blooded Hawaiian, traced his roots back to King Kamehameha, who
is illustrated on two of the stamps on this cover commemorating the 25% anniversary of Hawaiian

Statehood.
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