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Picture side of the French Olympic sponsor postcards sent by French 
fans to the French team in Atlanta. UPS carried the sacks of post­
cards on their own fleet of planes. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Mark Maestrone 

IOC Restricts Olympic Stamp Production 
Interesting developments on the Olympic 

stamp scene! On 13 February 1997, the Interna­
tional Olympic Committee (IOC), in an effort to 
"ensure uniformity and strengthen Olympic philat­
ely ...," circulated a set of regulations governing 
the licensing of stamps carrying registered Olympic 
properties (e.g. the Olympic rings, words "Olym­
pic" or "Olympic Games," emblems of any Na­
tional Olympic Committee or Olympic Organizing 
Committee). The memo came from the office of 
Dr. Manfred Bergman of the IOC's Philatelic 
Department. 

In essence, the regulations require that all 
national postal administrations with the exception of 
the Nagano Olympic Organizing Committee must con­
tract with the IOC for any and all Olympic stamps 
to be printed. Each postal administration is to be 
limited to a single set of stamps with no more than 
four stamps in the set. The set is to have a face 
value not exceeding US$2.00. Blocks, sheetlets, 
souvenir sheets, imperforate sheets, and minister 
sheets are prohibited. Gold and silver foil stamps 
are only allowed with express authorization in 
writing by the IOC. And finally: "all Olympic 
postage stamp designs must be submitted to 
the IOC and NAOC for their express written 
approval before printing" (bold text is theirs). 

My initial reaction was one of "fair is fair." The 
IOC, NOCs, and Olympic Organizing Committees 
have every right to protect their trademarks. And 
stamps are as much a profit-making commodity for 
many postal administration as, say, burgers and 
soft drinks. But has the IOC gone too far in se­
verely limiting the format in which postal adminis­
trations may print Olympic stamps? 

Let's analyze the IOC's logic. They believe that 
fewer Olympic stamps with a lower face value will 
draw more casual collectors to Olympic philately, 
while encouraging existing Olympic philatelists to 
purchase more stamps. On its face, that theory 
may hold water with respect to the casual collector 
— but probably only with respect to stamps of his 
or her own nation. 

True Olympic philatelists are a different breed 
because of the broad topical/thematic scope of 
Olympic philately. It is rare to find a general 
Olympic collector nowadays. Most are specialists, 
assembling collections based on specific sports, 
athletes, Olympic-related themes (e.g. mascots, 
torch runs, etc.) or Olympiads. Even those falling 
into the last of these categories is unlikely to form 
a complete collection of Olympic stamps from an 
Olympic Games later than 1976. With over 190 
members of the IOC, and assuming each one issued 
a 4-stamp set with a $2.00 face value, that still 
would be nearly $400 (and let's not forget to 
double that price to account for retail markups). 

For the majority of Olympic philatelists, quan­
tity equals diversity. With fewer Olympic stamps 
in only a single format, it will only be more diffi­
cult to expand a thematic/topical Olympic collec­
tion. And those banned souvenir sheets, blocks and 
sheedets also restrict the variety of subject matter. 
One can only fit so many thematic elements on a 
postage stamp. 

While I respect the IOC's decision to license 
Olympic properties, I hope they will reconsider 
their limitations on the number of stamp issues per 
nation and the variety of philatelic formats that are 
allowed. 

Our Web Site is http:llvwm.concentricMetl~laiminslspi.html 
M a r k Maestrone: markspi@internetmci .com 

Charles Covell: cvcoveOI@ulkyvm.louisville.edu 
Glenn Estus: gestus@westelcom.com 

N o r m a n Jacobs: nfjjr@aol.com 
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LETTERS To THE EDITOR 
by Mark Maestrone 

Just A Few Corrections 

With regard to my article "Great Britain and 
the Centennial Olympics" (JSP, March/April 
1997), I have one or two points that need 
correcting before someone writes to you. They are: 

1. On page 11: the date for the Barcelona Games 
is 1992 rather than 1988. 

2. On page 14: Steve Redgrave won a gold medal 
in rowing at each of the last four Olympic 
Games including 1996 Adanta, and he has 
recendy said that he will try to win a fifth in 
Sydney in 2000. Steve is, in fact, one of only 
five competitors from any Olympic sport to 
win a gold medal in four consecutive Olympic 
Games. Nobody has yet won gold at five 
connective Games. Redgrave also won a bronze 
in 1988. Others have won more medals, but 
not over such a long period. 

3. On page 14 (the Richard Mead cover): this was 
in fact a single cover with a limited edition of 
5000 produced by Benham with a special 
Badminton cancellation on the first day of 
issue. The size is 22cm x 11cm. The set of great 
British Athletes was produced on smaller 
covers with a size of 16'/icm x 9cm. 

4. On page 16: the text should read "fifteen 
British medal winners covers." We would have 
liked to have won 15 golds! 

Since the article was written, I have received a 
copy of Benham's limited first day cover (500 
produced) which is interesting because it has the 
full set of 1948 Olympic stamps and the special 
Wembley centennial cachet. 

Readers may also be interested to know that 
the cover illustrated in Figure 6 in the article 
showing Tessa Sanderson was available for 22 
different gold medal winners and like the 1996 

medal winners covers, can be found signed and 
unsigned. 

Brian K. Hammond 
Ipswich, United Kingdom 

Golf Topical 
For Sale 

Stamps, FDCs, cancels for sale. Also sports 
cancels. Trades okay. Please write for listings. 
William Wollney, 1571 W. Ogden, Apt. 1536, 
LaGrange Park, IL. 60526, U.S.A. 
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Topicals 
in Award Winning Varieties. 
Please check the appropriate varieties of Interest: 

. Artist Drawings 

. Trial Colors 

. Primer's Color 
Die Proofs 
Plate Proofs 

Die Proofs 
w/oseal 
1956(91-1964 
1964 to date 

_ ^ Stage Proofs 

Sepia Inspection 
Sheets 
liiiiH.rls 
Deluxe Sheets 
Collective Sheets 

Convenient payment plans — interest-FREE! 
N o nilJition.il charges fur postii|>i', h;inlliiHi 

E. J. McConnell, Inc. (j 
P.O. Box f.K3 . Monroe. MY 10950 • FAX IBM) 782-0347 
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OLYMPIC GAMES 1896 - 1996 and all 
other WINTER AND SUMMER SPORTS 

including mountaineering, air races, balloon, glider, hunting, chess and many others 
we are featuring in our thematic and topic auctions (minimum once a year). Next auction 
June 1997 in Berlin. My richly illustrated catalogs are edited with E n g l i s h headlines 
and complete topical index in English (including o v e r 800 themes and topics from A 
(Aerobatic sport) to Z (Zakopane winter-championships). English conditions of sale and 
key of abbreviations, signs and philatelic vocabulary in English as welL 
We offer: Covers, FDCs, postal stationary, photos, picture postcards, slogan meters, 
commemorative postmarks and cachets, programs, tickets, books, Cinderellas, ( n o mint 
stamps, errors, sheets, medals, stamp-booklets, pins, badges). We are strong in covers 
and postmarks! Top quality and always sophisticated material. 

OLYMPIA 1MB ST.MORITZ 

MIT INTOURIST 
1 ZUR 
A OLYMPIADS 

1960 
MOSKAU & 

. # % 
SfuMfi 
Vjosuiu/ 

DEUTSCHE 
•UNOESPOST 

000 

My next sales: 38th auction (May/June 1997) with large section of sports and especially 
1936 and 1972-Olympic Games. Pricelist SPORT A-Z (autumn 1997), 39th auction 1998. 
Subscription rate for o n e edition: $ 15 US (bank notes please / no cheques) by airmail. 
Be sure to mention y o u r topics. We are members of ATA and AAMS and many other 
European stamp clubs and societies. An adress sticker would be helpful. 

CHRISTIAN WAPLER, P.O.BOX 37 69, D - 1 0 726 BERLIN (Germany) 

Olympic & Sports 
Postal History 

and 
Thousands of Other USA and Foreign Lots 

Offered in Our Public Auctions 

Free Catalog Upon Request ] 
We Are Buyers of All Postal History. 

What Do You Have For Sale? 

Abraham Siegel 
P.O. Box 6603 - SPO 
Long Island City, NY 11106 

Tel: 718-392-4855 
Fax:718-786-1341 
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Centennial Olympic Games 
Men's Sprinting Events 
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Figure 1. Bar coding applied by the USPS helped direct this postcard to the International 
Broadcast Center. The decoded zip code reads: 31165-0001-96. 

The UPS Olympic 
Philatelic Connection 

by Thomas Lippert 

T
he special postal restrictions for the 
Centennial Olympic Games have been 
previously described, but we were all 
surprised to find some examples of post­

al presence (both the U.S. Postal Service and Unit­
ed Parcel Service) inside the Olympic infrastruc­
ture. 

A very interesting theme for philatelic explora­
tion was the handling of incoming mail through 
the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games 
(ACOG) office, and the manner in which the 
Olympic postal zip codes were applied by postal 
equipment and clerks. Mark Maestrone gave us a 
preview by providing us with helpful information 
before the Games began on some of the special 
Olympic zip codes that were being used to direct 
mail to the correct destination (JSP, July/August, 
1996). 

One example should suffice to explain the com­
plexity of the Olympic mail delivery system in 
Atlanta. While this was not the first time special 
designations were provided for incoming mail, it 
was unusual that three different codes were pub­
lished in advance of the Games and distributed to 
all national postal adrninistrations. These three zip 
codes were: 

USPS 5-Digit Olympic Zip Codes 

International Broadcast Center (IBC) 

Media Broadcast Center (MPC) 

Olympic Village (OV) 

31165 

31180 

31190 

Philatelists should realize that addresses which 
include the special zip codes do not in themselves 
qualify a piece of postal matter as exhibitable. This 
situation changes when markings referencing the 
codes are applied in some fashion by the post 
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office. In the case of Atlanta, ink-jet sorting ma­
chines were used by the post office, thus giving 
postal matter an official imprimatur. 

The problem that faces collectors is, of course, 
how to translate the bar codes applied by the post 
office. One possible way is to put your word pro­
cessing computer software to work. Most current 
versions of popular software include an envelope-
making function which applies bar codes based on 
the addressees zip code. Examples of the zip codes 
provided in this article can be generated and then 
compared to Atlanta covers. In a companion article 
in this issue, Mark Maestrone has included direc­
tions for manually deciphering the postal service 
bar codes. 

Figure 1 illustrates an Olympic postal statio­
nery card mailed from the Peachtree Center Postal 
Store to an addressee at the International Broad­
cast Center. The post office-applied bar code at the 
bottom reads "31165-0001-96" - the correct 
Olympic code for that destination. [Editor's note: 
after decoding this bar code by hand, I noted the 
additional two-digit extension over and above the 
standard zip+4. Could the "96" be a clever refer­
ence to the Games that the USPS decided to slip 
in?] 

In addition to the regular 5-digit code, the 
Olympic Games Press Handbook listed specific "+4 
digit add-on codes" for countries/news agencies 
with a large presence at the Games. Figure 2 repro­
duces an excerpt from the handbook regarding 
mail service to and from the Main Press Center. 
The +4-digit add-on code facilitated sorting by 
ACOG personnel. 

From my discussions with collectors who had 
access to the nerve centers of the Games, it became 
apparent that the average Olympic Family member 
was never informed about these "add-on" codes. As 
such, complete 9-digit codes on mail are seldom 
seen. 

It is also interesting to note how outgoing 
Olympic mail was handled. In the November/De­
cember issue of JSP, I discussed the U.S. Postal 
Service (USPS) office inside the Olympic Village. 
I was informed that some Olympians did manage 
to discover, and to post some mail at, this well-
hidden facility. However, if we look at the maps 
which most Olympic guests from abroad received 
with their official materials, there is no indication 
of any USPS facility either within the confines of 

Mall Service 
Incoming mall and packages for the MPC will be delivered 

to the Message Center where staff will sort and deliver directly 
to the addressee. If no one is available to receive the mail or 
package at the private offices, the item will be returned to the 
Message Center. Message Center staff will notify individuals 
that they have mall or a package via a telephone call and/or 
E-mail. A message also will be placed on the message board. 

When sending mail to the MPC, please use the following 
address: 

Name 
News Agency 
1996 Main Press Center Blvd. 
Atlanta, GA 31180-(*4 digit add-on code) 

Use of a special • 4 digit code will help staff In sorting 
Incoming mail and packages. The codes below should be used 
for press from the country or agency indicated. 

United Kingdom 
Italy 

Japan 
Germany 
Korea 
Sweden 
United States 
Associated Press 
Agence France Presse 
Reuters 
Other Countries 

31180-0100 
31180-0300 
31180-0400 
31180-0500 
31180-0700 
31180-0800 
31180-0900 
31180-1000 
31180-1100 
31180-1200 
311804001 

All outgoing mail is handled by UPS at Its location on Main 
Street 

Figure 2. Excerpt from the ACOG Media Handbook 
explaining the mailing procedures at the MPC and the 
distinct zip+4 codes for various countries/new agencies. 

Olympic venues, or for that matter anywhere in 
metro Atlanta. Naturally, every UPS (United 
Parcel Service) office was marked with precision. 

UPS, as the official worldwide sponsor, had four 
offices located throughout the Olympic infrastruc­
ture. Three facilities were at the Olympic Village at 
Georgia Tech, the Main Press Center (MPC), and 
the International Broadcast Center (IBC). For the 
convenience of official members of the Olympic 
Family, a fourth office was provided in the Interna­
tional Olympic Committee hotel, the Mariott 
Marquis. In UPS terminology, these facilities were 
referred to as "shipping offices." Being, essentially, 
a package and expedited mail delivery service, the 
UPS couldn't really assume all the duties of the 
USPS. The services that athletes and most mem­
bers of the media required were postage stamp 
purchases and the mailing of letters and postcards. 
It seems that someone at ACOG realized this. So 
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See instructions on back. Call 1-BOO-PICK-UPS (800-742-5877) 
for additional information. 

TRACKING NUMBER 

I SHIPMENT FROM 

SflEQ 1S7 67Q a • LA SATURDAY PICKUP 

SHIPPERS 
UPS 

ACCOUNT 

[UPS SHIPPER No. / UPS BILLING NO. 

REFERENCIffJUMBER 
won-.&.y 

o 1 
i i i 

FOR UPS USE OPTIONAL 
SERVICES D 

DECLARED VALUE $ 

AMOUNT 

flvfWQl/oQ 
•

C.O.D. 
« C O D _ « » r a 
UP! COa agfeii AMOUNT 

ADDITIONAL 
HANDLING 
CHARGE 

TOTAL 
CHARGES 

CU ArtWon* HmNng Charge) apo*«* tar OSfMn 

_^0O_l]J 

m 

- 11~ • 

MI-

Ml? v>Q mi 

ZIPCODI 

Bau. BtxTHH} AiKWCHI MAJJTCT 
REccrvw PNTTV E v n m CAM> *" * 

.D D D D Q D D 

2 DELIVERY TO 

1 ill 
If! RECEIVERS; THIRD PARTY'S UPS Acer NO OR MAJOR CREDIT CARD NO . EXPIRATION HM 

, r i i i . t ' o • ' J 1 

UPS UK S 
iCAM 

I I ; 

PcarU: IMafcf-fw)^ 
TELEPHONE , > I J I 

THIRD Pm 

COMPANY STREET, 
I _ 

S ' "TO CuiA. j^ace 
DEPT./FLOOR QTY AND/SWE 

1p; 
in; 

I 
O SHIPPER s 

SIGNATURE 

020191125 9/95 W 

Figure 3. UPS shipping label for a 2* Day Air Letter to San Diego, CAfrom the MPC in Atlanta. Note that the "UPS 
Shipper No." in the upper left half of the label is the critical piece of information. It notes tlie sending location as the MPC 
with the code number "307E49." 

to our surprise, we discovered that the UPS offices 
were able to both handle mail and vend postage 
stamps. [Editor's note: this is not entirely unusual 
in the U.S., as many private mailbox businesses sell 
stamps and can weigh and post the most typical 
classes of mail.] 

In the handbook for the IBC, the description of 
UPS services varies somewhat. UPS services are 
listed first, followed by a separate remark on Postal 
Services. Essentially, though, mail to and from the 
IBC was handled in much the same manner as at 
tfre MPC. 

But in both cases, what was the distinction 
between mail and postal services? Very near the UPS 
shipping office at both the MPC and IBC, there 
were three kinds of postage stamp vending ma­
chines set up by the USPS. Adjacent to them was 
a mail drop. Above the vending machines, a sign 

directed those with questions about postal fees, 
etc. to call a USPS 1-800 toll-free telephone num­
ber. The final sentence in the Media Handbook 
excerpt reproduced in Figure 2 says that "all outgo­
ing mail is handled by UPS." In other words they 
collected the mail and turned it over to the USPS 
for final sorting and machine canceling. This clear­
ly explains that within the Olympic infrastructure, 
UPS controlled virtually all postally-related ser­
vices. 

The primary purpose of the UPS shipping 
offices was obviously not the collection of mail for 
the USPS. They offered special package delivery 
services including one called "Letter" (abbreviated 
"LTR"). But this service was quite different from 
what we normally think of in a postal sense. 

As noted earlier, UPS set up a network of tem­
porary Olympic shipping offices. Each one was 
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given a special UPS code number for use only 
during the Centennial Olympic Games. They were: 

UPS Olympic Shipping Office Codes 

International Broadcast Center 

Main Press Center 

Hotel Mariott Marquis 

Olympic Village 

307E71 

307E49 

30753X 

307 .... 

Readers will note that the complete shipping 
code for the Olympic Village is missing. During the 
Games, I tried to ascertain this information, but 
was told by UPS personnel that for "security" 
reasons, they couldn't divulge the information. 
Even now that the Games are long since over, this 
information seems unobtainable. Could a fellow 
SPI-member possibly fill in the gap in our knowl­
edge? 

UPS printed a special series of attractive Olym­
pic mailing containers for their Letter Service. 
These are sturdy, flat rectangular cardboard mail­
ers measuring approximately 13" wide by 9V2" 
high. The cost of mailing was independent of 
weight; one could fill the mailing container with 
any amount of matter. 

These Letter Service mailers were printed for 
all (?) countries in which UPS has offices. The 
designs of the mailers were virtually the same, 
differing primarily in the quality of the printing. 
The author has identified the following cover 
designs for each type of Letter Service: 

UPS Olympic Letter Service: 
Mailer Cover Designs 

Next Day Air 

Second Day Air 

Worldwide Express 

Javelin 

Hurdles (Women) 

Swimming 

Gymnastics (Women) 

Shot Put (Men) 

Equestrian 

Gymnastics (Men) 

Swimming 

"Serious" philatelists are no doubt shaking their 
heads wondering what this has to do with philat­
ely? That is a very valid question. So how should 
such items be collected? What makes them of 
interest to tlie philatelist - the bar codes on the 
shipping documents or the handwritten markings 
from the shipping office? In an extended sense, 
where are the traditional philatelic elements such 
as stamps and cancels? 

On the other hand, every collector interested in 
modern philately should consider the new technol­
ogies and techniques of postal communications. In 
several countries, mail is collected at remote loca­
tions and taken to large processing facilities far 
from the noint of original mailing. This was cer-— I __ — 0 0 

tainly true during the Games, as we have found 
mail deposited at Lake Lanier (site of Olympic 
rowing) with Athens machine cancellations, and 
mail from the Olympic Youth Camp in Rome, 
Georgia canceled at the Atlanta North processing 
center. 

The next logical step has been the loss of indi­
vidual post office names in the machine postmarks. 
Often only a region's zip code is noted in the dial. 
Many countries are using bar coded labels for the 
electronic processing of packages, express mail and 
registered mail. These labels are of course quite 
anonymous in appearance. As collectors, we have 
already learned to live with these expressions of 
modem technology as they relate to our philatelic 
items. 

From an economic standpoint, we are aware of 
the trend towards privatizing what were once 
government-operated monopolies. This has already 
happened throughout the telecommunications 
industry and the postal services are likely not far 
behind. In fact, in Germany there is currentiy a 
great deal of discussion about public vs. private 
mail carriers. The weight limit for mail that must 
be carried by the Deutsche Post will soon be de­
creased to 100 gr. (3'/2 ounces). This postal mo­
nopoly will almost surely be dissolved early in the 
next century. 

What happens when the laws change? Which 
stamps or other postal materials will be considered 
"philatelic" and thus worth collecting? It is for all 
of these reasons that this author is convinced that 
any report on the philately of the 1996 Olympic 
Games must include the contributions of the UPS, 
the "Official Package Delivery Company of the 
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Figure 4. UPS Next Day Air Letter from the MPC to California. Each of the cover designs 
depicted a different athlete and sport This example shows U.S. Olympic gymnast, Chris Waller. 
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