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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Mark Maestrone 

Time for another issue of the journal, and for 
the first time in quite awhile, I didn't have to 
scrounge for material! But before you all start 
patting yourselves on the back — we are not out 
of the woods. We need your articles! 

In the realm of volunteerism, I am disap­
pointed in the total lack of response to my pleas 
for assistance. With 300 members resident in 
the U.S. alone, I cannot believe that at least a 
few of you do not have an hour or two a month 
to donate to your society. I am once again 
publishing the jobs for which we are seeking 
your help. 

Lastly, we would like to publish an adden­
dum to our Membership Handbook listing the 
email addresses of our members. If you would 
like your email address listed, please send it to 
your editor by April 1, 1997. The box at the 
bottom of this page lists the email addresses of 
those officers who have them. 

JSP Advertising Manager 

This position requires no artistic ability whatsoever. 
The job of the Advertising Manager is threefold: 

• Provide support for current advertisers; 
• Periodically solicit new advertisers; 
• Supply the JSP Editor with a current list of adver­

tisers for each issue of the journal. 

The Advertising Manager is reimbursed for postage 
and copying expenses. Although not a requirement, 
a computer will make it easier to perform this task. 

SPI Publicity Chairman 

With the explosion in interest in sport and Olympic 
philately, there is a need to increase our exposure 
around the world. The SPI Publicity Chairman will 
accomplish this task through publicity in general 
interest philatelic publications, and in cooperative 
efforts with our sister societies. The Chairman will: 

• Coordinate projects with Membership Chair­
man, Margaret Jones; 

• Provide synopses of each issue of JSP to philatelic 
publications; 

• Work with our International Society Liaison, Bob 
Wilcock, to develop mutually beneficial pro­
grams with our sister societies (for example: 
journal exchanges, reciprocal journal advertising, 
etc.). 

SPI Convention Chairman 

Each year or two, SPI holds its International Conven­
tion in a different city in the U.S. The SPI Convention 
Chairman oversees our annual meeting in its entirety 
and reports directly to the SPI President. The appli­
cant for this position should expect to perform the 
following tasks: 

• Research and provide a short-list of possible 
host shows; 

• Coordinate with the host committee; 
• Create the meeting program including obtaining 

a guest speaker or speakers; 
• Schedule volunteers to help at the SPI society 

table at the show; 
• Obtain the SPI award. 

SPI On The Internet 
Mark Maestrone: markspi@internetmci.com 
Charles Covell: cvcoveO I @ulkyvm.iouisville.edu 

Glenn Estus: gestus@westelcom.com 
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@aol.com 

Our Web Site is http://www.concentric.net/~laimins/spi.html 
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LETTERS To THE EDITOR 
by Mark Maestrone 

Oops! 

In the January, 1997, issue, you published an 
interesting article by Dieter Germann: "Athens 
1896-Atlanta 1996." 

Mr. Germann states that the 1936 Games in 
Garnnisch-Partenkirchen/Kiel/Berlin inaugurated 
many new types of philatelic elements for the 
collector, which is very true. However, included in 
this list of "firsts" was Olympic postal stationery 
(postal cards), which is incorrect. While six cards 
were produced for the 1936 Games (two for each 
of the three venues mentioned above), these were 
not the first items of Olympic postal stationery. 

I refer members to a series of articles written by 
the late Irwin Bloomfield and myself that appeared 
in the Journal of Sports Philately between 1975 and 
1979. While some new information has come to 
light over the years, the first article in this series 
gives details of what is believed to be the first 
Olympic postal stationery. It was issued by France 
on April 1, 1924, imprinted with the 30c black and 
red-brown Olympic stamp showing Milon of Cro-
ton. I believe this to be the first official item of 
Olympic postal stationery. As Irwin states, at 
about the same time, a packet of eight commemo­
rative postal cards printed-to-private-order was 
also available. 

The article goes on to list all known postal 
stationery up to the 1976 Summer Games in 
Montreal, Canada. Readers will also notice infor­
mation on the cards for the 1925 Olympic Con­
gress referred to in the same issue as Mr. Ger­
mann's article, as well as mention of postal cards 
issued for the 1928 Games in Amsterdam, the 
Netheriands. These all precede the 1936 issue from 
Germany. 

Since this series was written, I understand that 
a postal stationery card was issued in Germany to 
celebrate the opening of the stadium that would 
have been used for the 1916 Games in Berlin. I 
also believe that a postal stationery card was issued 

in Greece showing the stadium used for the Games 
of 1896 and 1906.1 have not seen copies of either 
of these cards, and would be pleased to receive 
further information. I trust this helps to put the 
record straight. 

Brian Hammond 
Ipswich, Great Britain 

[Points well taken. Mr. Germann's article was 
translated from German. It is likely that the error 
occurred during this process. Nevertheless, your 
editor (who knows better) should have picked this 
error up! Thanks, Brian, for the correction.) 

More On Angel Zarraga 

Angel Zarraga (JSP, September, 1996, "Letter 
To The Editor") is considered a "Mexican Master" 
of the twentieth century. He joins such others as 
Orozco, Rivera, Siquerios, Tamayo, Toledo, al­
though he did not receive similar recognition. 

Zarraga was bom in Durango, Mexico in 1886 
and traveled to Europe in 1904 to study at the 
Royal Academy in Brussels and the Beaux Arts 
Academy in Paris in 1910. As with the other 
"masters," he did quite a bit of mural work in 
various churches. He returned to Mexico in 1942 
and died in Mexico City in 1946. 

John Pagliano 
Long Beach, California 

Soccer Mascots? 

I know all the names of the Olympic mascots. 
Is there anyone who would know the different 
soccer mascots, plus those from other sports? I 
have quite a collection, but still have a ways to go! 

Norma McCumber 
San Diego, California 
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SPI HONORS US OLYMPIC 
FIGURE SKATER 

Carol Heiss 
Jenkins 
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Sports Philatelists International's first commemorative meter stamp honors 
U.S. Olympic gold medal figure skater, Carol Heiss Jenkins. The meter will 
he in use through June 30, 1997. Please see box for ordering instructions. 

Sports Philatelists International Honors 
Carol Heiss Jenkins 

by Benjamin Wright 

C
arol Heiss Jenkins has the distinction of 
having compiled the best record in in­
ternational ladies figure skating compe­
tition of anyone from North America. 

She is remembered not only for her outstanding 
competitive career, but also for her continuing 
success as a coach. 

Carol began skating at the age of six. She earn­
ed her first distinction as a competitive skater at 
nine, winning the Girl's Midget finals at the Silver 
Skate Derby in Madison Square Garden, perform­
ing on her figure skates against many older and 
more experienced girls using racing blades. Three 
years later (1951) she won the United States Nov­
ice Ladies' Championship for her first National 
title. The following year she became the United 
States Junior Ladies' Champion, the sixth and 
youngest skater up to that time to complete that 
particular back-to-back double win. She passed her 
entry in senior competition at that early age. 

In 1953, Carol entered her first international 
competition, winning the silver medal at the North 
American Championships at Cleveland and placing 
fourth at the World Championships at Davos, 
Switzerland. Also in 1953 she won the first of four 
consecutive silver medals in the United States 
Ladies Championship as runner-up to the reigning 
champion, Tenley Albright of Boston. She also was 
runner-up to Tenley in the North American Cham­

pionships of 1955 at Regina, Saskatchewan. In 
1957, Carol won the first of four United States 
Ladies' titles, defending successfully each year 
through 1960. She also won the North American 
Ladies' title in 1957 at Rochester, New York, and 
successfully defended that title in 1959 at Toronto 
(the North American Championships are a biennial 
event). 

In her first World Championships in 1953, 
Carol placed fourth. While she missed the 1954 
World event due to an injury, she came back to 
earn the silver medal in 1955 at Vienna, again 
behind Tenley Albright. The tables were turned at 
the 1956 World Championships at Garmisch-
Partenkirchen. It was there that Carol defeated the 
defender Tenley Albright. This was to be the first 
of five consecutive World titles for Miss Heiss. 
Actually, the 1956 United States Championships 
in Philadelphia, which followed the Olympics and 
Worlds, represented the "rubber match" between 
Albright and Heiss. Here, though, Albright man­
aged to retain her title, primarily because of her 
slightly superior compulsory figures and an approx­
imately equal free skating performance. 

Carol competed in two Olympic Winter Games 
and won a medal in each. In 1956, at Cortina 
D'Ampezzo, Italy, she earned the silver medal, 
again runner-up to her perennial senior rival, Miss 
Albright. At the 1960 Games, in Squaw Valley, 
California, Carol secured the gold medal, with all 
nine judges placing her first. 
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At the peak of her career, Carol was a superior 
skater of compulsory figures, but she is best re­
membered for her dynamic and athletic free skat­
ing. Heiss always performed with speed and a 
strong edge while attacking the difficulties of the 
program with spirit. She was one of the first ladies 
to completely master the double Axel. In recogni­
tion of her outstanding competitive record, Carol 
was elected to the World Figure Skating Hall of 
Fame in 1976. 

Following her retirement from competition in 
1960, Carol married Hayes Alan Jenkins, an Olym­
pic and World Champion. They are the proud 
parents of three children, have four grandchildren 
and still reside in Akron, Ohio. She made a movie 
and had a brief career in show skating after retiring 
from competitive skating. The next years were 
spent as a wife, mother and volunteer, but finally, 
with the approval of Hayes, she took up coaching 
in 1978 at a new rink in Lakewood, Ohio. Since 
then, she has enjoyed an outstanding career as a 
coach for the past 18 years. In recognition of this, 
she was election as 1996 Coach of the Year by the 
Professional Skaters Association. 

Carol has taught many national and interna­
tional champions. These include Tonia Kwiatkow-
ski, a two-time United States Ladies silver medal­
ist, and Lisa Ervin, a United States Ladies silver 
medalist, and National Junior Ladies and Novice 
Ladies champion. On the men's side, she has 
coached Aren Nielsen, a two-time United States 
bronze medalist; Ryan Hunka, National Junior and 
Novice champion; and Timothy Goebel, also a 
United States Junior and Novice champion. She 
has also found time to serve the sport as the repre­
sentative of the United States Figure Skating 
Association to the U.S. Olympic Committee. ¥ 

SPI-member Benjamin Wright is the U.S. Figure Skat­
ing Association (USFSA) Historian as well as a Past 
President of the USFSA. 

To obtain examples of the Carol Heiss meter (limit 
5 per person): send your blank covers plus 320 in 
loose postage per meter imprint. A return SASE 
larger than the covers should be included. Orders 
should be mailed to Custom Impressions, PO Box 
2286, La Grange, IL 60525. 
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SCANDAL OF JCHELDE" 
The Olympic Football Finals 

at the 1920 Antwerp Olympics 

by Laurentz Jonker 
edited by Mark Maestrone 

A
ssociation football, better known as 
soccer in the United States, has been 
played at the Olympic Games since 
1900. The story of the final match at 

die Antwerp Olympics of 1920 is a very special one 
indeed! 

While the United States did not send a football 
team to these Games, 15 other countries did. The 
official report of the Games of the VIIth Olympiad 
quotes sources as saying that the matches occurred 
during the period from 29 August through 5 Sep­
tember. This is not correct. The Olympic elimina­
tion matches in football were actually begun before 
August 29. 

An interesting post card (Figure 1), dated 28 
August 1920, from a British spectator to friends 
back home notes how he had just watched "Eng­
land beaten 3-1 by Norway at soccer." His added 
comment "our team was rotten!" probably says it 
all. The three Olympic stamps were postmarked 
the same day with the Antwerp Olympic cancels. 

The seven "pre-Olympic" football matches were 
held at Brussels, Gent and Antwerp. Belgium, as 
the host country team, received a bye in the 
elimination matches. The entire program of match­
es is reproduced in Table 1. The winners of the 
seven games in the first round, plus Belgium, pro­
ceeded to second round play (actually the quarter­
finals) on 29 August. 

The semi-finals were conducted on 31 August. 
Czechoslovakia beat France, 4-1, and Belgium was 
victorious over the Netherlands with a 3-0 score. 
For the Dutchmen, this was their third match in 
four days, which included one game which went 
into overtime! Nowadays, players would certainly 
revolt if they had to play such a strenuous sched­
ule. 

Now we arrive at the finals on 2 September 
1920. It was Czechoslovakia versus Belgium. One 
year earlier, during the Inter-Allied "Pershing 
Games" in Paris, the Belgian team lost to the 
Czech Army team, 4-1. With the war still a very 
recent memory, the Olympic Games were not a 
high priority in the minds of most Belgians. The 
first few days of the Games had been very poorly 
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Figure I. Postcard from an English soccer fan reporting home that "his" team lost 3-1 
to the Norwegian team. The card is dated, as well as postmarked with Olympic hand 
cancels, on 28 August 1920 — one day before the official report states that play began 
in the elimination tournament. 

Table 1 
1920 Olympic Football Tournament 

Elimination Matches (28 August) 

Czechoslovakia - Jugoslavia 

Norway - Great Britain 

France - Switzerland 

Italy - Egypt 

Sweden - Greece 

Netherlands - Luxembourg 

Spain - Denmark 

Belgium 

9-0 

3-1 

10-0 

2-1 

9-0 

3-0 

1-0 

Bye 

Quarter-Finals (29 August) 

Czechoslovakia - Norway 

France - Italy 

Netherlands - Sweden 

Belgium -Spain 

4-0 

3-1 

5-4 

3-1 

Semi-Finals (31 August) 

Czechoslovakia - France 

Belgium - Netherlands 

4-1 

3-0 

Finals (2 September) 

Belgium (Gold) - Czechoslovakia 
(Czechoslovakia forfeits the game in the 381" 
minute of the first half) 

2-0 

Quarter-Finals For Places 2 & 3 

Spain - Sweden 

Italy - Norway 

Egypt - Jugoslavia 

Netherlands 

2-1 

3-1 

4-2 

Bye 

Semi-Finals For Places 2 & 3 

Spain - Italy 

Netherlands 

2-0 

Bye 

Finals For Places 2 & 3 (5 Sept.) 

Spain (Silver)- Netherlands (Bronze) 3-1 
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Figure 2. An exultant Belgian spectator wrote about his experience at the finals of the 
football competition on 2 September 1920. The faint Olympic slogan machine cancel 
is dated 2.IX. 1920 from the Antwerp 6 post office. 

attended. But with the Belgian team in the finals of 
the country's national sport, things turned around 
quickly. Suddenly, there was a great deal of inter­
est in the Antwerp Games; the soccer stadium was 
completely sold out for the final match. 

By five o'clock, 40,000 spectators had packed 
the stadium to capacity. A 66-year-old English 
referee, named Lewis, started the match. The 
Czech team, however, did not have a great deal of 
confidence in this referee. Following an altercation 
at a match in Prague, the Czech spectators had 
severely beaten Lewis. Naturally, the Czech team 
was afraid he might exact revenge on them in these 
Olympic finals. 

It seems that their concerns were not unfound­
ed, for the referee did make several controversial 
calls. The Belgians scored on a surroundings pen­
alty in the tenth minute of play; eighteen minutes 
later, the Antwerpen, Larnoe, kicked one in on an 
off-sides situation. The Czech player, Steiner, was 
unfairly penalized for tackling, and ejected. After 
so many set-backs, the entire Czech team, declaring 
their solidarity with their teammate, walked off the 
field in protest. Czechoslovakia was subsequently 
disqualified, officially losing the finals, 2-0 (Figures 
3 and 4). Figure 2 reproduces a postcard from a 

jubilant Belgian spectator at the finals (Adolphe) 
relating his experience. Although faint, the Olym­
pic slogan machine cancel is dated 2.IX.1920 from 
the Antwerp 6 post office. Adolphe's message is 
loosely translated, in part, below: 

"Antwerp, 2-9-20 

After an entire series of elimination matches between 14 
nations representing all the nations of the world, Belgium 
was the victor of the great football tournament at the 
Antwerp Olympics. The final placed Belgium against 
Czechoslovakia. 
The Belgian players and spectators wanted a victory. Our 
eleven representatives exerted themselves to play with so 
much courage and wisdom, beating a terrible adversary, 
2 goals to 0. 
An enormous crowd of more than 75,000 spectators were 
very satisfied, and participated in the unforgettable vic­
tory with ovations. 

'Glory to our Belgian football players'..." 

[Author's note: Adolphe exaggerated the figure of 
75,000 spectators. Perhaps he included the crowds 
outside the stadium as well, since the stadium itself 
only seated about 40,000.] 
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