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Jiri Guth-Jarkovsky was instrumental in bringing the VIIIth Olympic Congress'
to Prague. He was commemorated on this 1992 Czech machine cancel.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Mark Maestrone

Don’t Dismiss the Information Superhighway
as a Philatelic Research Tool

We humans can be an awfully stubborn lot,
welcoming those things that make our everyday
lives easier, yet resisting the need to learn how to
effectively use them. Be honest, now — how many
of you still can’t program your VCR? Something
tells me an awful lot of hands went up in the air!

There is one tool, though, that I think many of
you are neglecting to use to its full potential. A
tool that is, quite literally, right at your fingertips
— your computer. A recent American Philatelic
Society survey discovered that two-thirds of the
members use or at least own a computer. Philateli-
cally speaking, they come in handy for maintaining
your collection inventory, generating want-lists to
take to shows, and creating album or exhibition
pages.

Many of you also use your computers to
communicate with others through e-mail, bulletin
board services, and Usenet news groups. But what
about the World Wide Web, that vast repository
of information floating through cyberspace?

“Oh,” some say, “that’s just too complicated,
expensive and time consuming.” A browser such as
Netscape or Internet Explorer will give you access
to sources that will do all the work for you.

As for being too time consuming — well you be
the judge. Here’s a little story to illustrate my
point.

One recent weekend, as I was preparing George
Killian’s article on the Half Marathon World
Championships, I decided it would be helpful to
the reader to add a bit of historical background.
But where does one go for this information? Sure,

I could have written to the International Amateur
Athletic Federation (IAAF) in Monaco (and waited
a couple of weeks, or more, for a response). I also
could have gone to the Central Library in San
Diego to search for the answers (a few more hours,
and no guarantee of success).

Instead, I fired up my Web browser. Using one
of the many excellent search engines (automated
indexes) I quickly discovered that the IAAF had a
Web site (elapsed time: about two minutes).
Clicking on the acronym “IAAF” with my com-
puter mouse, I was instantly transported to their
excellent database of information.

Within five minutes, I had located detailed
information on the Half Marathon World Cham-
pionships, including complete results of the race,
background information, past competitions, and
much more. Printing out a few pages of data was a
breeze. All told, I probably spent no more than 15
minutes accumulating the information that I
needed to effectively edit the article. Through
traditional means (telephone, correspondence,
library research) far more time would have been
consumed.

I hope that this personal Web experience
serves to illustrate another way to use your com-
puter to enhance your collecting.

If you'd like to learn more about using your
computer as a philatelic tool, you might consider
joining the Philatelic Computing Study Group. For
membership information, please write to: PCSG
Secretary, P.O. Box 5025, Oxnard, CA 93031.
They publish a very informative quarterly publica-

VISIT THE SP1 WEB SITE

http://www.concentric.net/~laimins/spi.html
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tion, The Compulatelist. Membership in the US is
$10 per year ($12 to Canada; $15 by air to over-
seas addresses). Better yet, visit them on the
Internet at: http://www.west.net/~stamps 1 /pcsg. html.
And while you are on-line, stop by SPI's Web Site!

The eagle-eyed among you may have noticed
that this issue of the journal is only 32 pages long,
rather than the customary 36 pages. At the risk of
sounding like a broken record, we need articles!

Now that it’s winter, most of us are finally
enjoying the opportunity of playing philately for
awhile, instead of pushing the mower around the
back yard. So now is the perfect time to put to-
gether an article for your fellow Olympic and
sports collectors. Last year’s membership survey
resulted in a number of you volunteering to write
an article. Follow-up letters have been sent. Since
then, I am pleased that some members have indeed
submitted manuscripts — but many haven’t!

In short, folks, if we are to continue publishing
a first-rate quality journal, we need your input and
assistance.

Lastly, we have a number of openings in our
organization. Please take a few moments to read
these notices and seriously consider giving some of
your time back to the hobby and your society. In
each case, expenses are reimbursed. If you are
interested in any of these jobs, please write your
President at the address on the inside cover, or via
e-mail at: markspi@internetmci.com.

JSP Advertising Manager

This position requires no artistic ability what-
soever. The job of the Advertising Manager is
threefold:

« Provide support for current advertisers;

< Periodically solicit new advertisers;

« Supply the JSP Editor with a current list of
advertisers for each issue of the journal.

The Advertising Manager is reimbursed for
postage and copying expenses. Although not a
requirement, a computer will make it easier to
perform this task.
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SPI Convention Chairman

Each year, SPI holds its International Conven-
tion in a different city in the U.S. The SPI
Convention Chairman oversees our annual
meeting in its entirety and reports directly to
the SPI President. The applicant for this posi-
tion should expect to perform the following
tasks:

¢ Research and provide a short-list of possi-
ble host shows;

+» Coordinate with the host committee;

< Create the meeting program including
obtaining a guest speaker or speakers;

% Schedule volunteers to help at the SPI
society table at the show;

« Obtain the SPI award.

SPI Publicity Chairman

With the explosion in interest in sport and
Olympic philately, there is a need to increase
our exposure around the world. The SPI
Publicity Chairman will accomplish this task
through publicity in general interest philatelic
publications, and in cooperative efforts with
our sister societies. The Chairman will:

% Coordinate projects with Membership
Chairman, Margaret Jones;

% Provide synopses of each issue of JSP to
philatelic publications;

% Work with our International Society Liai-
son, Bob Wilcock, to develop mutually
beneficial programs with our sister societ-
ies (for example: journal exchanges, recip-
rocal journal advertising, etc.).

Journal of Sports Philately
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FIPO NEWS

Fédération International de Philatélie Olympique Rome, September 30, 1996
c/o Comitato Olimpico Nazionale Italiano
Foro Italico, I-00194 Rome, Italy

To ALL NATIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERS OF F.I.P.O.
Dear Friends,
Olymphilex ‘96 in Atlanta was a great success in terms of both participation and results.

There were in fact more than 200 entries, 96 in the competition class, 88 in the promotion class
and 29 in the literature class. The International Jury, which adopted the FIP’s rules, awarded 7 gold
medals, six in the competition class and one in the promotion class. The two “Grand Prix” awards
for the classes went to Germany’s Dieter Germann and Italy’s Otello Bortolato. Overall, the Italian
entries, with more than 30 collections featured, were the best in terms of both number and medals
obtained, confirming the superiority of Italian Olympic sports philately at the international level.

Any national associations wishing to obtain a copy of the catalogue and the list of prize winners
should contact the Olymphilex ‘96 chairman, Mrs. Nancy B.Z. Clark, P.O. Box 1996, Lexington,
Georgia, 30648 U.S.A. (fax: 706-743-3845).

The FIPO secretariat and IOC Collectors Commission are already in touch with the Sydney 2000
organizing committee and the Australian Post with a view to staging Olymphilex 2000, and we shall
naturally keep you informed of how our contacts develop.

For the future, FIPO invites all its affiliated national associations to promote and organize philatelic
exhibitions, both nationally and internationally, on the occasion of important sports events.
Meetings and exhibitions bringing together Olympic sports collectors from different countries
should also be encouraged.

The first quarter of 1997 should see the appearance of the 1896-1996 Olympic Stamps Catalogue.
It will be produced by Yvert and the IOC, and FIPO greatly contributed to its realization.

The third Olympic Collectors’ World Fair, this time limited just to memorabilia, will be held at the
Olympic Museum in Lausanne from 28" to 30" March 1997.

The FIPO secretariat will be happy to receive any requests, suggestions or advice from the national
associations.

(signed) Maurizio Tecardi
General Secretary

Journal of Sports Philately January/February 1997 3
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Figure 1. All three values of the Congress stamps on a registered cover. The Type 1 cancel is dated 29.V.25,

the opening day of the VIIIth Olympic Congress.

The History of the VIII'*" Olympic Congress,
Prague, Czechoslovakia

by Jaroslav Petrasek
edited by Sherwin Podolsky

n January 7, 1923, the President of the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC), Baron Pierre de Coubertin,
sent a letter to IOC member Jiri Guth-
Jarkovsky inquiring about holding the VIII** Olym-
pic Congress in Prague in 1925. At the time, Mr.
Guth-Jarkovsky was the protocol secretary for the
President Thomas G. Masaryk of Czechoslovakia.
The Czechoslovak government presented its invita-
tion forthe Congress during the IOC meeting in

4 JanuaryfFebruary 1997

Rome held April 7-13, 1923. The program for the
Congress was prepared in time for the IOC meet-
ing at the 1924 Olympic Games in Paris. On No-
vember 6, 1924, the organizing committee for the
Congress was founded in Prague.

In advance of the Congress, the new center of
the Sokol movement, Tyrs House was opened on
May 24, 1925 in the presence of all the IOC mem-
bers. On the next day, May 25, sessions of the
International Federation of Football Associations
(FIFA), soccer referees, and the International
Swimming Federation took place in Prague. At the
invitation of FIFA President Jules Rimet, a session

Journal of Sports Philately



attended by 18 world sport unions was held in
Prague on May 28. His efforts to found a union of
international sport federations were not successful.

The 23 10C Session began in Prague May 26,
continuing through May 28, 1925. Pierre de
Coubertin submitted his resignation as president
and proposed the candidacy of Count Henry
Baillet-Latour of Belgium to take his place. At the
proposal of the American, General Sherill, Couber-
tin was elected “lifelong honorable President of the
Olympic Games.”

The session dealt mainly with the following
questions: the definition of the amateur sports-
man, the program of the Games, the acknowledg-
ment of the Winter Olympic Games and the dura-
tion of the Games. Members of Austria and Ger-
many appeared at this session for the first time
since World War I. Holland’s Mr. Sharro provided
details on Amsterdam’s preparations for the Games
of the IXth Olympiad. The American delegate told
of progress on the 1932 Olympic Games.

Dr. Eduard Benes, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Czechoslovakia, and later President of the coun-
try, invited all IOC members to a reception at
Prague Tower Hradcany on May 27, 1925. Presi-
dent Masaryk received the members who also
visited the National Theater. The Czechoslovak
Auto Club also held a reception for the IOC mem-
bers.

The VIII* Olympic Congress began on May
29, 1925 at the Old Town Hall (Figure 1). Presi-
dent Coubertin made the opening declaration.
New members were admitted to the IOC: Bonacos-
sa (Italy), Lewald (Germany), Nyholm (Denmark),
Haudek (Austria) and van der Oye (Netherlands).

The business of the Congress was divided in
two parts. The technical portion of the Congress,
under the chairmanship of J. Sigfrid Edstréom of
Sweden, discussed the definition of amateur
sportsmanship and the posthumous admission of
the 1924 Winter Sport Week at Chamonix as the
First Olympic Winter Games. The duration of the
next Olympic Games was limited to 15 days. The
minimum program of the Olympic Games was
fixed, along with the maximum number of sports-
men in each event from any one country.

The pedagogical portion of the Congress was
conducted by Dr. K. Weigner of Czechoslovakia.
It dealt with problems of women'’s sports, educa-
tion of youth and sports medicine.

Journal of Sports Philately

Philatelic Commemoration

POSTAGE STAMPS

The range of philatelic commemoration is im-
pressive, consisting of semi-postal stamps, two
special cancellations, and a set of postal stationery.

The Postal Ministry issued a set of three stamps
on May 11, 1925. Stamps issued in 1923 for the
V* Jubilee of President Masaryk were overprinted
for the Olympic Congress (Figure 2). The reverse
side of the stamps appeared with a monogram
“CPS” (Posta Cesko Slovenska, or Czechoslovak
Post). The paper exists in light yellow to brown
yellow shades. The thickness of the paper varies
from thin to medium to thick.

0%

Figure 2. The overprint (left) and “linden leaf” water
mark (right) on the Congress stamps.
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A watermark of “linden leaves” appears on all
three stamps. There are four positions of the water-
mark, which must be examined from the reverse
side. Four other positions (5-8) are also known.
Perforations range from 13% to 14%.

The sheets were printed with 100 stamps. At
the right corner margin are “desk marks.” Marks I,
I, or III are found on 50 and 100 hallers values.
The 200 hallers high value exists only with mark I.

All the stamps were sold with a 100% surcharge.
The overprint on the two low values was printed in
blue. The overprint on the 200 hallers was printed
in red. Proofs of the two low values have overprints
in black. Counterfeit overprints exist.

Quantities printed of each value are as follows:
50 hallers (280,000 stamps); 100 hallers (110,000
stamps); 200 hallers (50,000 stamps).

The stamps were initially sold only at the main
post office in Prague. By the time of the Congress,
they were also sold in the National Museum and at
Tyrs House where temporary post offices were set
up. The last day of use was June 30, 1925.

January/February 1997 5
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Figure 3. Postal stationery overprinted for the Congress. Note that this example shows a rare

shifted overprint.

POSTAL STATIONERY

In conjunction with issuing the special stamps
on May 11, 1925, the Czechoslovak Post also
issued five overprinted postal stationery cards in
the five Olympic colors, symbolizing the five con-
tinents. This was a philatelic first that also recog-
nized the five colors in the Olympic rings.

The cards exist in three textures: rough, semi-
rough, and smooth. The varieties of the paper
colors exist from cream-yellow to light yellow
green. There are color varieties of the overprint on
the stationery cards also. Shifted overprints are
known and are rare (Figure 3). Commercial use of
the cards is also rare.

ROLLER MACHINE SLOGAN CANCEL

The roller machine slogan cancel was used at
the Prague 25 post office to publicize the Congress.
The cancel appeared with a distinctive number “2.”
The earliest known date of use is April 8, 1925.
The last known date of use is May 9, 1925. This
was the first time the Olympic rings appeared in a
cancellation (Figure 4).

Two varieties exist of the cancel. Three vertical
short strokes appear at each side of the slogan box.

6 January/February 1997

However, damaged cancellations will show only
two strokes on the right and one stroke on the left.
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Figure 4. Above, is the roller machine cancel before dam-
age occurred. The subsequently damaged cancel is shown
below. Note that two vertical dashes have disappeared
from the left, and one from the right of the cancel.
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COMMEMORATIVE HAND CANCEL

The commemorative hand cancels exist in three
types. Type I was used from May 24 to June 5,
1925 at the Prague 1 post office and on May 24, in
the afternoon only, at Tyrs House at the time of

Journal of Sports Philately
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Figure 5. Types I, II, and III of the Congress hand
cancel. Arrows indicate identifying characteristics for each
which are further explained in Table 1.

the Opening Ceremony. Type II was used from
May 24, 1925 to June 4, 1925 at the temporary
post office in the National Museum. The Type III
postmark was used at Tyrs House also from May
24 to June 4. Figure 5 shows the various types.
The distinguishing characteristics of the hand
cancel are presented in Table 1. All postmarks were
applied in black only. Proofs of the cancellations
exist in red, light blue and violet. [llustrations are

from the Jaroslav Justyn exhibit. (3
Table 1
Hand Cancel Characteristics
Identifying Type Type Type
Characteristics | 1 1]
Interior ring complete Yes No No
Interior ring damaged on No Yes No
left side
Interior ring damaged on No No Yes
right side
“O" in “Olympique” di- No Yes ~ No
rectly under “D” in “Mezi-
narodni”
Diameter of stars (mm) 2 2.5 2.5
Hyphen between date Yes Yes No
and hour
Upper left corner of “M” in Yes No No
“Mezinarodni” in line with
upper line of date bridge
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EXHIBITING

[Sherwin Podolsky adds the following suggestions on how
to collect and exhibit material from the 1925 IOC Con-
gress in Prague. |

A most interesting exhibit page or two can be
made showing the watermark varieties. The stamps
should be shown face side up along with an illus-
tration of the watermark. The range of perforations
can also be presented.

It is not too difficult to find a complete unused
set of the postal stationery. Sometimes, single
cards are discovered, and these can be examined for
paper varieties. Commercially used postal cards are
very scarce and even examples with indistinct
commercial postmarks should not be overlooked.

The machine cancellation was commercially
used for a very brief time — roughly one month - at
one district post office. It is most difficult to find.
Even machine cancels on cover fronts are collect-
ible. The hand cancellation was often applied as a
favor cancel on unaddressed cover or cards.

The entire set of four stamps was frequently
affixed to covers, making them highly over franked.
Single values on commercial covers are seldom
seen.

In summary, it is highly unlikely that you will
come across duplicate material in collecting the
1925 10C Congress. Even differing dates may
prove meaningful.

Readers interested in more information on the
VIII* 10C Congress and the philatelic material
commemorating it may wish to consult Maurizio
Tecardi’s excellent study summarized in the book
Post, Philately and Olympism (Volume 1) published
by FIPO and the IOC in 1984. This book may be
borrowed from the APRL.
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