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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Mark Maestrone 

So Where Does SPI Go From Here? 

A new board of directors took office on Septem­
ber 1, and I'm sure that all of you join me in wel­
coming our new Vice-President, Charles Covell, and 
Board Member, Jeffrey Tishman. Understandably, 
it 's difficult to get excited about a slate of candi­
dates running unopposed, so I'm pleased that 53 
members took the time to send in ballots. 

Getting right down to work, our first board 
letter was circulated on September 20. In it, I set 
forth five goals for this two-year term: 

1 Adopt new by-laws to augment a revised SPI 
constitution; 

2 Establish a closer, and hopefully official, rela­
tionship with the U.S. Olympic Committee; 

3 Continue to improve the content and appear­
ance of our journal; 

4 Coordinate a program of event cancels with 
U.S. National (Sports) Governing Bodies; 

5 Develop more handbooks and monographs on 
both individual sport and Olympic topics. 

Your board welcomes any help from members 
wishing to assist us in furthering these goals. 

W e are also in need of a new JSP Advertising 
Manager. Our current manager, Stephen Rock (who 
has done a marvelous job, by the way), can no 
longer continue as he has been overwhelmed with 
business commitments. N o artistic talent is re­
quired. Interested? Please contact your President for 
more information. 

Those members who "surf the net" may have 
noted our web site address (shown at the bottom of 
this page) has changed. That ' s because we have a 
new Webmaster, Peter Laimins, who has donated 
space provided to him by his internet server. 

Visitors to our expanded web site can find out 
more about our society, view a list of our house 
publications and cacheted covers for sale, partici­
pate in question and answer sessions, and much 
more. Further improvements will hopefully include 
reproductions of articles from our journal and up-to-
date philatelic news of interest to sport and Olym­
pic philatelists. 

I mentioned earlier that one of our five goals is 
the promotion and use of more sport and Olympic 
related cancels in the U.S. Taking the bull by the 
horns, SPI will be sharing a meter machine with our 
publisher, Custom Impressions. Each year, we will 
use two different meter die hubs on outgoing SPI 
mail. These will honor a U.S. Olympic gold medalist 
who has never been philatelically commemorated. 
To be fair in our selection process, one meter will 
honor a summer Olympian, the other a winter sport 
competitor. Our first honorees are: Carol Heiss 
(Ladies Figure Skating, 1960) and Duke Kahana-
moku (Men's Swimming, 1912, 1920, 1924). 

We're excited about the possibilities as we begin 
this new Olympic quadrennium. W e hope that 
you'll join us by contributing your ideas, writing an 
article for the journal, or volunteering some of your 
time. 

Before closing, I'd like to offer my congratula­
tions to SPI member, George Killian. At the recent 
IOC Session at Atlanta, George was named the 
third U.S. member of the International Olympic 
Committee. He will serve in this position for the 
duration of his presidency of FIBA (International 
Basketball Federation). George also received the 
Olympic Order from IOC President, Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. 

SPI World Wide Web Site: http://www.concentric.net/~laimins/spi.html 
\ 
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LETTERS 
by Mark Maestrone 

Olymphilex Selection Process Ex­
plained 

I wish to correct something concerning the 
information you published on page 29 ["The Sports 
Arena," September/October 1996] on Olymphilex 
2000. 

Olymphilex, a world exhibition of Olympic 
philately organized on the occasion of a summer 
Olympic Games, belongs to FIPO/IOC and conse­
quently can be organized only by FIPO/IOC. 

In organizing such an event, FIPO/IOC requires 
the collaboration of the Organizing Committee of 
the Games (in this case, the Sydney Organizing 
Committee for the Olympic Games, or SOCOG) 
and the inclusion of Olymphilex as part of the 
Cultural Olympiad. 

Once the organization of an Olymphilex has 
been decided upon, FIPO/IOC and the Organizing 
Committee of the Games eventually contact the 
[host country] postal administration, in this case 
Australia Post. 

In a second stage, contacts with the local Associ­
ation of Olympic-sports philatelists (member of 
FIPO) and the national philatelic federation may be 
taken, should the patronage of FIP be requested. 
Consequently, what you communicated in "The 
Sports Arena" on Olymphilex 2000 is the result of 
an initiative taken by somebody who could not have 
taken it! 

To complete the information, I draw your 
attention to the fact that next December I will go to 
Sydney, together with Mr. Bergman, Coordinator of 
the IOC Commission of Olympic Collectors, in 
order to decide, together with those responsible in 
SOCOG and the Australia Post, on the possibility 
of organizing Olymphilex 2000. 

Maurizio Tecardi, Secretary General 
Federation Internationale de Philatelie Olympique 
Rome, Italy 

Olymphilex '96 Palmares 
Addendum 

My collection entitled "Baseball," which was 
entered in the competitive class at Olymphilex '96, 
received a large silver medal (79 points). Unfortu­
nately, I did not see my name listed among SPI 
members printed in the Palmares in the Journal of 
Sports Philately ("Olymphilex '96 Palmares," Sep­
tember/October 1996, pp 14-16). 

Thank you for your attention. 

Valentino Vannelli 
Grosseto, Italy 

[Your editor regrets the omission, and congratulates Mr. 
Valentino on his excellent award.] 

More on Conan Doyle & 
W.G. Grace 

Thanks to the good offices of one of your 
members, I have seen the article "Sherlock Holmes 
and the Sticky Wicket" which appeared in your 
January-February [1996] edition. 

May I congratulate the author for producing 
such an interesting and well-researched article. 

I did however find one very important omission 
in the article, namely the lack of any reference to 
Doyle's greatest cricketing feat. On 25 August 1900, 
Doyle dismissed the legendary W.G. Grace (see 
Figure 2 in the article). This occasion has been 
marked philatelically [Editor's note: a copy of a 
cacheted cover for the 95th anniversary of this 
event was enclosed, but a lack of space prevents 
reproduction here.]. 

Stuart Elgrod 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
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Post and Communications at the 
1996 Centennial Olympic Games 

by Thomas Lippert 

T
he primary U.S. Postal Service (USPS) 
facilities in Atlanta and its environs 
were discussed by Mark Maestrone in 
his series of articles in the September/ 

October 1996 issue of the Journal of Sports Philately. 
Now it is time to have a look at some other aspects 
of post and communications during the 1996 
Olympic Games. 

Mark wrote about die adventures encountered 
in trying to obtain relevant cancellation informa­
tion in advance of die Games. Due to die problems 
and conflicts between the USPS, the. Adanta Com­
mittee for die Olympic Games (ACOG) and die 

U.S. Olympic Committee (USOC), pre-Olympic 
announcement of the USPS cancel program was 
lacking. In fact, dte sports postmarks used at 
Olymphilex '96, which were created at USPS 
Headquarters in Washington, DC, seemed to have 
been kept a secret until the last moment. 

The other arm of the USPS presence at the 
Games, the Adanta Postal District, had their own 
unique set of obstacles. Wishing to create a good 
impression for the many visitors coming to the 
Olympics, roughly 33 post offices in the Adanta 
area were renovated, converting them into more 
user-friendly Postal Stores. 

In the case of Adanta's Hartsfield International 
Airport, postal patrons received a brand new Postal 
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Figure 1. Post card mailed on tlie first day of operation of the new postal store at Atlanta's Hartsfield Airport. A 
"Quik Post" customer-gmerated stamp franks the card. Only three machines of this type were supposedly in operation 
around Atlanta during the Games. 
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Figure 2. Cover canceled by a Savannah, GA double ring cancel during the Games. The Savannah Yachting 
Station cancel, originally used on May 3, was applied during the Games as a cachet without the date hub. 

Store. Until dien, only a row of mailboxes at die 
post office facility near die airport had been pro­
vided for travelers. This new facility opened during 
the week preceding die Olympic Games. After 
reading an article in die newspaper, Bob and Bren­
da Farley and I went to the new Postal Store in­
tending to be there when it began operation on 
July 15 (Figure 1). Now I know when I must ap­
pear if an event is scheduled for 12:01 a.m.! We 
arrived around noon, about twelve hours too late. 
However, all was not lost for we did find out diat 
the "official opening" was two days later on July 
17 - an event for which we did arrive on time. 

For collectors of customer-generated stamps, 
the Hartsfield Airport facility was one of diree 
Postal Stores in Adanta widi a Gard Quik Post 
machine (Figure 1). This so-called Postage &. Mail­
ing Center (PMC) weighed items and dien printed 
die correct postage on a Klussendorf-type printer. 
This PMC was number 34. 

The Adanta Postal District of die USPS pro­
moted it's renovated stores dtrough announce­
ments in the local newspapers and large posters in 
the Metropolitan Adanta Rapid Transit Authority 
(MARTA) rail stations and on its trains. 

Initially, this was a good idea, providing help 
for both visitors to die Games and collectors. The 

information proved, in some instances, incorrect. 
I followed die advice on one announcement -
"Come See What's In Store ... On MARTA's 
North/Northeast Line!" As luck would have it, I 
chose to visit the two post office facilities of die 
seven listed which had not yet been converted into 
Postal Stores. These were the Midtown Post Office 
and die facility near Lenox Station. The latter was 
located in an attractive mall where the Olympic 
Countdown T-shirt auctions had been held by 
Hanes, die official outfitter of the Games. In com­
pensation for lost time, and traveling on foot and 
by MARTA in the 35°C (95°F) heat, I would have 
preferred a bit more success for my efforts. 

Last minute decisions in creating the postmark 
program resulted in unforeseen delays in getting 
diose cancels to die appropriate postal facilities. In 
diis sense, Table 3 in Mark's article [September/ 
October 1996, pp. 21-23] should be interpreted 
widi caution. From my experience, the "Mobile 
Post Office" and "Liberty die Eaglet" cancels were 
placed in use on time. The same was not true for 
all die Skyline cancels. Some arrived later than 
July 24, although all were to be in use on July 19. 

Late implementarion of the cancel program 
prevented proper training of the postal personnel. 
At die Hartsfield Airport Postal Store, the Skyline 
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Figure 3. Cover mailed from the USPS booth at the Fox Theatre. The additional cachet from the Australian 
post office reflects the cooperation between the two postal administrations. The Australian stamp is one of the 
new festive Frama designs introduced early in June, 1996. 

cancel was wididrawn after die first day (July 19), 
the starion manager insisting diat it was only to be 
used that one day. Collector complaints to die 
Adanta Postmaster solved die problem, widi die 
airport cancel being placed back into use. 

A similar occurrence involved die Skyline post­
marks at the Main Post Office (MPO) and at 
Olymphilex. The first few days of die Games, it 
was not available at the MPO, but was in use at 
die exhibidon postal facility. Later, die reverse was 
true. It is possible that bodi die MPO and 
Olymphilex shared a single postmarking device. 

As someone living on die Baltic Sea coast, I 
elected to spend a few days on the Adandc coast in 
Savannah before entering the heat of Adanta. It 
was a good decision! After walking die attractive 
river front, there was sufficient time to search for 
postal material. My first surprise: a special cancel 
had been used on May 3 in Savannah which coin­
cided with die second day of issue of the Olympic 
sports sheet of 20 stamps. 

[Editor's note: the first day of issue of tlie Olympic 
stamps took place in Washington, DC on May 2, with 
a first day cancel also available in Atlanta. The second 
day cancel in Savannah was applied to 100 post cards by 
the Savannah main post office and given free to the first 

100 customers who purchased fill sheets of the Olympic 
stamps.] 

I asked about special cancellations during the 
Olympics, but was told diere would be none. It 
was completely by accident that I learned of the 
change of heart by Savannah postal authorities. 
Some items diat I had sent to die Wilmington 
Island postal facility (site of the Olympic Marina) 
for cancelladon dtiring die Games were returned to 
me at my hotel in Georgia along with an 
announcement. From July 22 to August 22, a 
special Savannah Olympic postmark would be 
used. The cancel was actually the Savannah Yacht­
ing Station cancel from May, but with the date 
hub removed (Figure 2). A standard circular date 
postmark canceled the stamp. Bob Farley visited 
Savannah during the Games, and reported that 
this special cancel (more precisely, a cachet) was 
available only at Savannah's main post office. 

[Editor's note: Sandy Moore of the Savannah post 
office said that the dateless cancel was used only through 
August 4, the last day of the Games.] 

Among die publicity materials from die USPS, 
mention was made of a postal facility at die Fox 
Theatre. Centrally located on Peachtree Street, it 
wasn't difficult to find. The theater, rented by the 
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Figure 4. An Australia Post employee holds examples of 
the "Herofax" awaiting delivery. 

Australian Olympic delegation, housed die Fosters 
Club (where athletes, officials and Australian tour­
ists could enjoy die Australian atidetic successes 
with a botde of their famous beer). The Sydney 
2000 organizing committee maintained an office 
there along widi other Australian sponsors. Austra­
lia Post was "part of die team" (die slogan used on 
machine postmarks in Australia before die Games), 
sharing space with die USPS. Their stand - visible 
through die windows on die street - opened July 
17, and operated dirough die period of the Olym­
pics. In addition to plenty of souvenirs, botii post­
al services offered special postmarks. The USPS 
cancel, created specially for tiiis location, featured 
the symbol of die Fox Theatre in die center. The 
Australian cancel was die same as diat used at 
their Olymphilex booth (Figure 3). 

What is particularly interesting about die 
USPS cancel, odier than die fact that it bears no 
reference to die Olympics, is the date line at die 
bottom: July 19 - August 3, 1996. As noted above, 
this facility actually opened on Jtdy 17. One won­
ders if this cancel was used on eidier July 17 or 18, 
despite the inscription. 

Both the Australian Post and USPS booths 
were primarily tiiere to sell merchandise. The 
Australian cancel was only available on a hand-
back basis. USPS mailboxes were available for 
depositing mail. Even Express Mail could be placed 
in the box. As tiiis was not a full-service facility, 
registered and insured mail could not be processed. 

Australia Post played an important secondary 
role. Australians back home could fax in messages 
of congratulations, etc. to their favorite athlete. 
These were received in the Fox Theatre facility, 
then delivered by Australia Post to the addressee. 
It should be pointed out that a company called 
TELSTRA actually operated the fax service. 

As die appropriately named "Herofax" came in, 
it was printed on specially imprinted Olympic 
paper (Figure 4). It would be interesting to find 
out if communication in die opposite direction was 
possible, and to see an example. 

First Day Ceremonies at 
Olymphilex 

Including die USPS first day ceremony for the 
32C Discobulus stamp (Jtdy 19), five postal admin­
istrations held first day events at the exhibition: 
United Nations (July 18), Nauru (July 21), Austra­
lia (Jtdy 22), and Papua New Guinea (Jtdy 24). 
Only die first days of issue of the United Nations 
and Australia are discussed in this article. 

The United Nations held a first day ceremony 
at Olymphilex on July 18, the day of the private 
opening of die exhibition (die official first day was 
on July 19). We all watched as IOC President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch acted as "postmaster," cancel­
ing tlie first stamps widi the first day of issue 
postmark. 

Under the terms of an agreement between the 
USPS and United Nations, letters franked with 
United Nations stamps may enter the mad stream 
in New York City oidy (seat of the UN). In special 
cases, however, UN franked mail may be accepted 
at anodier location in the United States. Adanta is 
oidy die fourth city in which this special clause of 
die agreement has been activated. Thus, the special 
UN first day cancel reads "Adanta, GA 30304" 
radier titan New York City. 

A UN exhibition cachet was applied in blue. For 
tlie first days of OlymphUex, it was possible to 
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leave mail widi die UN audiorities at die show for 
posting from dieir New York headquarters (Figure 
5). This was not possible diroughout the duration 
of Olymphdex, because die UN staff did not stay 
in Adanta very long. After tiieir departure, a pri­
vate philatelic agent (who also handled die stamps 
of Royal Mad, Canada Post, and die Portuguese 
postal administration) sold tiieir phdatelic material 
for them. They could not, unfortunately, handle 
die special mading services. 

Australia Post was one of many postal adminis­
trations and agencies represented at Olymphilex. 
A special ceremony for tlie first day of issue for 
Australia's Olympic stamp was held on July 22. 
Referred to as a "bridge" by pin collectors, tlie 
stamp honored both tlie 1996 Adanta Olympics 
and the upcoming 2000 Games in Sydney. 

One was also able to purchase a maximum card 
for die stamp which paid tlie ainnaU rate (Figures 
6a &. 6b). As a special service to collectors, diese 
franked cards could be placed in a special container 
for mading. At die exhibition's end, tiiis mad 
would be collected transported, back to Australia, 
and then maded from there. In tiiis way, it was 
possible to receive traveled cards, rather than just 
a hand-back souvenir. 

Post Offices Inside the 
Olympic Infrastructure 

All of us were aware of the problems between 
tlie USPS and tlie organizers of the Games stem­
ming from tlie fact that tlie United Parcel Service 
(UPS) was a worldwide sponsor of die Centennial 
Olympic Games. This effectively banned the USPS 
from all Olympic venues - or so we thought. 

Previously, Mark wrote about the existence of 
a contract post office on tlie grounds of tlie Geor­
gia Institute of Technology (better known as Geor­
gia Tech), site of die primary Olympic Vdlage. But 
was tiiis postal facdity within the secured area of 
the vdlage? We took up the task of finding an 
answer. 

It wasn't long before we realized that, yes in­
deed, die post office was inside the Olympic Vd­
lage. I learned this from members of the German 
Olympic team who had been there. Our colleague, 
Jaroslav Petrasek, knew about it from an article in 
a Czech newspaper describing the accommodations 
and amenities avadable to the Czech Olympic 
team. The challenge, now, was to receive tangible 
proof. 
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Figure 5. United Nations cover displaying die UN's Olymphilex cachet, but mailed from the UN Headquarters 
in New York City. 
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