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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the creator of Sherlock Holmes and a well-known cricketer,
endowed his fictional sleuth with his own agile athleticism.
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1996 has finally arrived, and all of us in the
Olympic and sports philatelic community eagerly
await the upcoming Centennial Olympic Games
in Atlanta. Much has occurred over the last two
months with respect to both U.S. Olympic phil-
ately and Olymphilex 96. You will find a com-
plete report on these happenings elsewhere in this
issue. Suffice it to say that the picture looks
much rosier!

Our March journal will be dedicated to the
centenary of the 1896 Athens Olympic Games.
Coverage for this special issue will include a
retrospective of those Games written by Baron
Pierre de Coubertin, and a look at the philately
of those Olympics. We welcome any additional
articles from the membership focusing on this
theme. But please don’t wait until the last minute
to submit material!

While I wasn’t able to attend our recent
convention at VAPEX due to an unforeseen
business-related commitment, I am told that those
members that did attend enjoyed themselves. My
thanks to the entire VAPEX committee for their
hard work and hospitality, and to Morris Rosen
for his keynote address at our general meeting.
Congratulations go to Cora Collins for winning
the special SPI President’s Trophy, and to Con-
rad Klinkner for taking home the SPI Award. We
had a bumper crop of new exhibitors, some of
whom even managed to qualify their exhibits for
Olymphilex. Kudos to all of you!

In addition to being an Olympic Year, 1996
is also an SPI election year. As always, we are
looking for a ‘‘few good men (and women)’’ to
volunteer their time by serving as an SPI Board
Member or officer. Sherwin Podolsky will be
stepping down as vice president, and we are
actively looking for a new secretary-treasurer
(Bob Mummert must resign due to personal
reasons). Dorothy Crockett is bidding us ‘‘adieu”

as a board member. Any SPI member in good
standing may run for an office or board posi-
tion. Those wishing to throw their hat in the ring
must write to our Nominations Chairman, Ber-
nard McGovern, at 2107 Marianna Street, Tam-
pa, FL 33612. Nominations are open through
March 31; our mail-in ballots will be enclosed
with the May-June issue of the journal.

While on the subject of volunteerism, you
will have noticed in our last issue that Brian
Bjorgo is planning to resign from writing his
column on ‘‘New Stamp Issues’’ from around the
world. We would like to find a replacement as
soon as possible. Whoever takes over this task
should have a computer, as the column must be
submitted on computer disk. Please drop me a
line if you would like to apply for the job.

Our World Wide Web presence on the Inter-
net has attracted a great deal of attention. Many
of you have left messages on the system. Even
better, however, are the requests that we have
received for membership applications, eventually
resulting in new member enrollments. Not sur-
prisingly, the vast majority are from overseas.

This exercise has been inexpensive, as well as
an efficient way to reach the hundreds of sports
and Olympic philatelists around the world. In due
course, we hope to expand our presentation to
include excerpts from our journal and other
interesting material. I would welcome help from
any member out there interested in creating
additional pages in HTML language for our site.
Contact me for more information on this subject.

Before closing, I would like to direct your
attention to the enclosed Membership Question-
naire. This feedback is critical if we are to con-
tinue providing the services you desire. We ask
each member to please complete this question-
naire and mail it back to us at their earliest con-
venience. Rest assured, your opinions do matter!

SPI's World Wide Web Site: http://www.infopost.com/philately/index.html
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USPS & ACOG Agree On 1996
Olympic Philately

by Mark C. Maestrone

ot since the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm,

Sweden has the host postal administration failed to
issue Olympic stamps. Fortunately, this folly will not be
repeated in 1996.

Shortly after Les Winick’s column appeared in the
October 16, 1995 issue of Linn’s Stamp News (and was
reprinted in the November 1995 issue of JSP), the U.S.
Postal Service (USPS) and Atlanta Committee for the
Olympic Games (ACOG) settled their differences. As
reported in Linn’s (November 20 & 27) a working
agreement was concluded on November 3, with a signed
contract expected to follow approximately 2 weeks later.

On November 7, the USPS announced their plans to
release a souvenir sheet and pane of 20 different stamps
for the Olympics. All are expected to carry the Olympic
Rings.

The design for the souvenir sheet’s stamp was
revealed on November 7 as part of the USPS’s unveiling
of its 1996 stamp program. The stamp will depict the
famous statue referred to as ‘‘Myron’s Discobulus’
(Figure 1). It is not known if the souvenir sheet incor-
porates multiple copies of the stamp, or what, if any,
design may be included in the selvedge. However, the
value of a single stamp, 32¢, pays the first class rate for
domestic letters.

20 different sports are planned for the pane of
stamps, though the individual subjects have not been
announced. There are actually 32 different sports on the
Olympic schedule for 1996, therefore only the most
popular are likely to be represented by a stamp.

No firm issue date has been announced for the
souvenir sheet or pane of stamps. The indication is that
the release date will occur in July 1996.

Special pictorial sport cancellations for the Games
were also discussed. While ACOG agreed to relax some
of their more preposterous regulations, the USPS is still
severely restricted as to their visibility at Olympic ven-
ues. A USPS cancellation table is planned within each
Olympic venue, enabling ticket holders to have covers
serviced. For those without tickets, a ‘‘drop box’’ is
going to be available outside the venue. Of course, this
means that those without tickets have to hope for the
best. Smudged cancels, additional machine cancel
strikes, dogeared corners (or worse), or wrong dates
applied are only a few of the obstacles that these **drop-
ped’’ covers may encounter on the journey back to their
owners.

At the 1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, the
USPS accepted registered mail, had special Olympic
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Figure 1. USPS souvenir sheet stamp design
for the 1996 Olympic Games.

meters available, and used a special secondary Olympic
double ring cancel at most venues. As yet, we do not
know if any of these ‘‘interesting’’ philatelic elements
will be made available. But with a strong USPS pre-
sence now planned at Olymphilex, collectors may yet
have the opportunity to create some unusual items.

It was also determined that although the USPS
would have a facility in the Olympic Village, it would
accept no packages or time-sensitive postal matter. Both
these services are provided exclusively by the United
Parcel Service (UPS) under their sponsorship agreement
with ACOG.

The financial difficulties being experienced by
Olymphilex 96 have apparently also been eased. The
IOC has agreed to provide an unreported sum to help
defray some of the show’s costs. A hotel closer to the
Olymphilex venue will be provided for the commis-
sioners and jury. The youth area is expected to receive
some money as well.

The Olympic and sports community owes a debt of
gratitude to Les Winick. Without his recent exposé on
the subject, I doubt that the concerned parties would
ever have come together to address the problems. [J

Journal of Sports Philately



Figure 1. Royal Mail issue commemorating the death of Sherlock Holmes. Secret marks on each stamp spell
out the name ‘‘Doyle’’ for Holmes’ creator, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

‘“Sherlock Holmes
and the
Sticky Wicket’’

The Cricketing Life of
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Journal of Sports Philately

by Peter N. Street

n October 1993, the British Post Office (Royal Mail)
I issued a set of five stamps to mark the ‘‘death’’ of
Sherlock Holmes, the fictional detective created by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle.

At the time the stamps were issued, Royal Mail
indicated that secret clues were hidden in the stamp
designs. The Great Britain column in the January 9,
1995 issue of Linn’s Stamp News explains the details of
these clues.

Each stamp has one of the letters of the name
““‘Doyle’’ hidden in the stamp design (Figure 1). Thus,
the ‘“‘E’’ is shown on the middle book spine on the
second shelf down in ‘‘The Reigate Square’’; the ‘O’
is in the grass underneath Sir Henry’s knee in ‘‘The
Hound of the Baskervilles’’; the ‘L’ is on the front of
the book on the table in ‘‘The Six Napoleons’’’ and in
““The Greek Interpreter,’”” the ‘‘Y’’ is under the kid-
napped man’s legs. The fifth stamp, representing ‘‘The
Final Problem,’” shows the contest between Sherlock
Holmes and his long time nemesis, Professor Moriarty.
It was here, at the Reichenbach Falls, that Holmes
supposedly plunged to his death. The ‘O’ is the cuf-
flink on Holmes’ shirt sleeve.

To most end-of-the-twentieth century readers, Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle (at left, late in life) is only known
as the creator of Sherlock Holmes. However, he was a
man of extraordinary talents and accomplishments.

In addition to his Holmes stories, he wrote historical
novels and histories of the Boer War and World War I.
His knowledge of military affairs was extensive. He
warned the English Government about U-boat warfare
and advocated the introduction of steel helmets and
inflatable life-jackets for the Army and Navy.

January/February 1996 3



Doyle also suggested a Channel Tunnel between
England and France, a project which finally reached
fruition in 1994.

Sir Arthur was also one of the foremost amateur
sportsmen of the day. In his late teens, he had grown to
well over six feet and weighed about 225 pounds. This
height and weight was of great advantage in many of the
sports that he played.

He excelled in swimming, rugby, soccer, hockey,
boxing and ice skating. At the University of Edinburgh
where he was training to be a doctor, he played forward
on the University rugby team.

During his medical practice in Southsea, he played
soccer at full back and goalkeeper and joined a lawn
bowling club. He also played billiards between house
calls.

In later life when Lady Doyle’s tuberculosis caused
them to live in Switzerland, he took up skiing and also
spent some time laying out the first golf course in the
Alps at Davos.

When they later moved to the warmth of Egypt, he
frequently played golf with the head of the Egyptian
Intelligence Service.

In 1911, Sir Arthur was involved in an automobile
race between a group of German and English drivers.

However, it was as a cricketer that Conan Doyle
was most respected, being of almost first class status.
Doyle played a high level of club cricket on a regular
basis and later joined the Marylebone Cricket Club, at
that time the ruling body for cricket. With this club, he
played with some of the leading cricketers of his day
including the legendary Dr. W.G. Grace (Figure 2).

In his Sherlock Holmes stories, sports are often
featured as part of the plot, either superficially or as an
integral element. An example of an oblique reference to
cricket is demonstrated in ‘‘The Naval Treaty’’ when
Dr. Watson mentions a wicket.

Figure 2. Doyle, an avid cricketer, played with the
renowned Dr. W.G. Grace (at center, with beard).
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Holmes himself is portrayed as a fine amateur boxer
in ‘‘The Sign of Four.”” In ‘‘The Final Problem,”’
Sherlock shows a mastery of baritsu, an exotic form of
Japanese wrestling, which enables him to overcome
Professor Moriarty (Figure 3).

Figure 3. Doyle’s physi-
cal prowess was passed
on to Holmes. ‘‘The
Final Problem’’ demon-
strated Holmes’ mastery
of the martial arts.

The story of ‘‘The Silver Blaze’’ revolves around
a race horse. The unexplained absence of a famous
rugby player is dealt with in ‘‘The Adventure of the
Missing Three-Quarter.”’

The following article discusses the life of Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle including his cricketing exploits.

Stonyhurst

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was born on May 22, 1859
in Edinburgh, Scotland. His father was an artist and
civil servant and the family lived in modest circumstan-
ces on a street where many of the neighbors were
considerably more rich.

Large for his age, Doyle became the champion of
the poorer children against the richer ones. Young
Doyle’s neighborhood battles were interrupted at the age
of nine when he was sent to Holden, the preparatory
school of the Jesuit College, Stonyhurst, near Preston
in Lancashire.

There was one incident of a cricketing nature which
Doyle later recounted. He was a spectator to a cricket
practice where England professional cricketer Tom
Emmett was showing some of the older students how to
bat. Doyle was hit on the kneecap by a cricket ball and
personally carried to the school infirmary by Emmett.

After spending two years at Holden, Doyle moved
on to Stonyhurst. Big for his age, burly and broad
shouldered, he was the athletic hero of the school and
was made captain of the school cricket team.

At one time, Stonyhurst had its own version of
cricket. It was played with homemade balls and oddly
shaped alder wood bats and employed under arm bowl-
ing exclusively. Instead of a flat, carefully tended grass
pitch, a stretch of gravel was used. The wicket was a
stone and the popping crease was semicircular. As the
bat had to be raised above the horizontal for each
stroke, there was very little defense. Batting meant
trying to hit each ball as hard as possible.

Journal of Sports Philately
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Figures 4 & 5. Doyle so admired Dr. Joseph Bell (left),
a reacher at the Edinburgh Infirmary, that he modeled
his detective, Sherlock Holmes, after him (right).

Fortunately, by the time Doyle was admitted to
Stonyhurst, conventional or ‘‘London’’ cricket, as it was
contemptuously called, had been established. This meant
matches could be played with other schools.

At this time, Doyle was still growing. In a letter to
his mother when he was fifteen years old, he noted his
concern that his cricket clothes would not fit. In another
letter to his mother, he described a cricket match played
on Shrove Monday. The opposition scored 111 runs.
Stonyhurst replied with 267 runs with Doyle scoring 51.

Initially, Doyle was only an average student. He,
however, discovered the literature of Sir Walter Scott
and Lord Macauley and eventually excelled in English
composition, becoming the editor of the Stonyhurst
magazine.

Edinburgh

At seventeen, Doyle chose medicine as his profes-
sion and began attending the medical college of the
University of Edinburgh.

He had comparatively low marks at the University
for several reasons. Literature (he was an avid reader of
the classics) and sports, especially boxing and rugby,
shared Doyle’s time with medicine. In addition, to earn
badly needed money, he compressed the academic year
into a period half as long so that during the other six
months he could work as a medical assistant to doctors
already established in practice. '

In 1879, his father’s health failed and Doyle became
the head of the family. Unable to continue his medical
studies due to lack of funds, he went to work as a
doctor’s assistant in Birmingham and Ruyton. Although
at first distrusted by his coal mining patients, both soon
discovered a mutual interest in sport, mostly cricket,
rugby and boxing.

When his money problems eased, he returned to his
medical education at Edinburgh. It was there that he met
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one of his teachers who was to have a profound effect
on his later life and especially his most famous creation,
Sherlock Holmes.

Dr. Joseph Bell was a surgeon at the Edinburgh
Infirmary. He was gaunt and dark, a wiry man with
penetrating gray eyes (Figure 4). What particularly
fascinated Conan Doyle was Bell’s ability to make quick
medical diagnoses and instant deductions about patients
brought to him in the lecture room. Dr. Bell would
glance at the patient and from dress, bearing, muscular
development and other physical characteristics, deter-
mine the person’s trade or profession. This remarkable
deductive ability was one of the characteristics that
Doyle incorporated into his master detective, Sherlock
Holmes. The physical resemblance was between the real
and ficitional characters was not an accident (Figure 5).

Conan Doyle spent the summer of 1879 in Birming-
ham as an assistant to Dr. Reginald Ratcliffe. During
this stay, he began to write short stories. One of these,
““The Mystery of Sassassa Valley,”” was accepted by
Chambers Magazine and published in October. Thus
began Conan Doyle’s long and lucrative writing career.

The following year, he went to sea as a ship’s
surgeon on a whaler bound for Greenland. Then, in
1881, he was awarded his medical degree and went on
a second sea voyage, this time as a ship’s surgeon on
a small steamer bound for Africa. Upon his return to
England, he set up a joint practice with George Budd in
Plymouth. This proved to be short lived and in 1882, at
the age of twenty-three, Doyle opened a modest, conser-
vative practice in Southsea, a suburb of Portsmouth on
the south coast of England.

Southsea

Immediately upon starting up his practice, Conan
Doyle joined a number of clubs and became a familiar
figure in literary, political and sporting circles, especial-
ly cricket.

Doyle’s ten-year-old brother, Inness, became his
receptionist, complete with brass buttons on his jacket.
If his big brother was playing cricket when a patient
arrived, Inness would usher them into the waiting room
and run down to the nearby playing field to bring the
good doctor home.

In October 1883, the cricket club that Doyle had
joined, the North End Cricket Club, was renamed the
Portsmouth Cricket Club.

The Portsmouth Times published a notice regarding
the change, giving some cricket averages for the year.
Dr. Doyle’s showed that he had played in five matches
with a batting average of 12.4 (highest score 32).

While his practice was getting established, Doyle
had a fair amount of free time, much of it spent reading
and making notes in an exercise book for future refer-
ence.
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