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The More Things Change,
The More They Stay The Same

While perusing some dusty, dog-eared back
issues of our journal dating from the early years
of Sports Philatelists International, I noticed one
common denominator: my editorial predecessors
had to consistently plead for more articles.

In those formative years, JSP was half the
size — and that included the auction, checklists,
and new issues lists. Even then, six to eight
pages of articles were darned difficult to fill.

With our current format, we are running
close to three times that number of pages of
feature articles. That’s about 18 pages per issue,
108 pages per volume, or roughly 54,000 words
per year! Put in perspective, we annually publish
the equivalent of a small book.

For the most part, we have been fortunate to
have had just enough material. But that is chang-
ing. Fewer new articles are arriving leaving us
with no backlog.

Here are a few more facts to digest. It takes
a minimum of 40-60 hours to edit and layout
each issue of the journal. Your editor and assist-
ant editor share these responsibilities. When we
must write additional material to fill in the gaps,
add more hours.

So, it’s time to get tough! This is your jour-
nal, not Sherwin Podolsky’s and mine. There are
nearly 450 members out there with interests
ranging, quite literally, from “*‘A’’ to *‘Z’’ (well,
maybe to ‘‘Y,”’ for Yachting). If only 10% sent
in an article a year, we would have more than
enough to choose from.

If this sounds like an idle threat, it isn’t. The
alternatives are shorter issues or (the worst scen-
ario) only five issues per year.

From the feedback that we receive from you,
the journal is considered a vital, if not the pri-
mary, benefit of membership. Yet, the one com-
plaint we do hear is ‘“you never print articles on
subjects I'm interested in.”” My response to that:
sit down at your typewriter or computer and tell
the rest of your colleagues about your specialty.

Peg Jones, our Membership Chairman, has
already written to a number of you asking for
just such an article. How about responding in the
affirmative for a change?

And please don’t use the tired excuse that you
don’t have any writing ability. Collectively,
philatelists are some of the best educated, most
articulate people around. Have you noticed lately
the number of contributions from our non-native-
English-speaking members? If they can do it, so
can you. Naturally, your editors will be happy to
“‘punch up’’ your material. We’ll also gladly act
as a sounding board for your ideas.

I encourage each of you to adopt the follow-
ing New Year’s Resolution:

““This year I will write an article for JSP’’

Ending on a high note, I would like to thank
everyone who contributed to the journal over the
past year. Special kudos go to our regular col-
umnists for never failing to submit their material:
Brian Bjorgo, Jim Bowman, Dorothy Crockett,
Norm Jacobs, and Peg Jones.

Before closing, the officers and Board of
Directors of SPI wish all of you a happy holiday
season. See you next year!

SPI's World Wide Web Site: http://www.infopost.com/philately/index.html

Journal of Sports Philately

November/December 1995 1


http://www.infopost.com/philately/index.html

More On The ’28 Olympics

In his Letter to the Editor in the September 1995
issue of JSP regarding Vsevolod Furman’s article ‘‘The
Arts Must Go Hand In Hand With Sport’” (JSP, July
1995), Manfred Bergman correctly notes that the special
Stadium post office in Amsterdam began operations on
May 17, 1928. However, this is not the entire story; the
Stadium post office, where station cancels ‘N1’ and
““N2** were applied, was only open on Games days.

It was open on June 10 for the soccer finals (Uru-
guay vs. Argentina), and again on June 13 for the
replay match. On June 12, the opening day of the Arts
Festival, the Stadium post office was closed.

There was also a third Stadium station cancel desig-
nated ‘“N3.”" This cancel was not applied at the Stad-
ium, but rather at the Amsterdam-Zuid post office. June
12 was a Tuesday, and therefore a normal business day
at this post office. It was therefore possible to obtain the
““N3 Stadium’’ cancel on June 12 — but only upon
special request.

In principle, a N3 Stadium cancel is possible for
June 12, but I have never seen one for that date. I
would be happy to learn of any such examples.

Laurentz Jonker
The Netherlands

Olympic Astrophilately & The
’95 European Youth Olympic Days

At the end of his Letter to the Editor published in
the September 1995 JSP, Manfred Bergman light-heart-
edly raised the subject of Olympic astrophilately. He
then ‘‘teased’’ us by mentioning that there are two such
items relating to television transmission, but he didn’t
identify them!

Is one of them the Spanish stamp for the Barcelona
1992 Olympics depicting the Telefonica telecommunica-
tions tower at Montjuic?

There is also a Canadian stamp showing the passing
of the Olympic Flame from Greece to Montreal via
satellite.

For a chapter on the Opening Ceremony of the 1980
Moscow Olympics there is a se-tenant pair of Soviet
stamps (with a label attached) commemorating the then-
record-breaking 185-day space flight of Leonid Popov
and Valery Ryumin. During the ceremony they broad-
cast live from space, their images appearing on the giant
electronic stadium scoreboard. From space, the cos-
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monauts were able to see both Moscow and Greece.

On a different subject, the European Youth Olympic
Days aerogramme discussed in Mark Maestrone’s ‘‘The
Sports Arena’’ column (JSP, September 1995) was
issued on July 4, 1995. There was no first day post-
mark. In addition to the special handstamp, there was
also a slogan machine cancel.

Mint copies of the aerogramme can be obtained
from the British Philatelic Bureau, Edinburgh, Scotland,
EH3 5TT. It costs 45 pence and there is a 34 pence
handling charge. Credit card payments are accepted.

Robert Wilcock
Great Britain

1976 stamp representing
kindling of the Olympic
Flame upon transmission of
a satellite signal from
Greece to Montreal.
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During the Opening Ceremony at the 1980 Olympics,
cosmonauts Popov and Ryumin broadcast live from
space to the Olympic Stadium in Moscow.
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Machine cancel with slogan noting Royal Mail’s spon-
sorship of the European Youth Olympic Days. The logo
of the event, a youth vaulting the British Olympic As-
sociation emblem, is reproduced in the design.
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Olymphilex 96 Lacks Sufficient Funding;
USPS To Be Shut Out

by Les Winick

[Copyright Linn’s Stamp News, Sidney, Ohio. Reprinted
with permission from the October 16, 1995 issue.]

““If I have to personally borrow money, the show
will go on.”

This is what Nancy Zielinski Clark stated about the
upcoming Olymphilex 96 stamp show, to be held July
18 to August 4, 1996, in Atlanta, Georgia.

Clark is chairwoman of the Olymphilex 96 commit-
tee.

Olymphilex 96 is scheduled to coincide with the
1996 Olympic Games, also to be held in Atlanta.

It looks as though the Olymphilex show’s exhibit
frames will be oversubscribed, but major problems for
the committee linger, including money woes.

The 1,100 16-page frames will be a wide-ranging
sports lover’s paradise, with stamps and covers repre-
senting all sports-related disciplines.

There even could be exhibits on mountain climbing
(that sport was part of the Olympics in the early 1900s)
and airmail (first flights were connected with the 1932
Olympics).

The following stories about Olymphilex’s troubles
are true. I could not possibly make them up because
they are so ridiculous that no one would believe me.
The troubles are the main reason that there has not been
much publicity regarding Olymphilex.

First of all, show organizers are having serious
financial problems. Despite promises of support from
the Atlanta Committee (ACOG) for the Olympic Games,
only part of the money has materialized.

The show’s space rental is a large expense, and
printing brochures, building booths, getting a novice and
youth area supplied, and paying for commissioners and
jurors all take money.

It looks as though the vast majority of booth holders
for the three-week event will be postal administrations.
They are the only ones who can afford the tab.

One dealer from Greece found a house to rent
thanks to the Greek community in Atlanta.

Most visitors to the Olympics will have to park on
the outskirts of Atlanta and take the metro to the show.

The arena for Olymphilex also will house displays
and booths for coins and memorabilia, but stamps are to
take 50 percent of the total space.

More than 1,000 visitors per hour are expected to
visit the collectibles arena, which will be air condi-
tioned.
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Those with tickets to the various Olympics events
will have a lot of time to kill between the contests and
will not want to leave the sports complex. They are
expected to see the collectibles area, which is one of the
Olympic Games few free sites.

Hotel and motel rooms are very tight in Atlanta.
Rooms will be so hard to find during the Olympic
Games that the Olymphilex commissioners and jury may
have to play ‘‘hot beds’’ while in the home city of
Coca-Cola.

The term ‘‘hot beds’” was used during the Gold
Rush days in California when hotels rented rooms to
different shifts of people who shared beds so quickly the
beds were still warm from the previous sleeper.

The Olymphilex commissioners are expected to
arrive a few days prior to the show and will be asked
to check out of their hotel rooms once they have set up
exhibits.

Then the jury will arrive and will stay during most
of the show so they can do their work and enjoy them-
selves. The jury will be asked to leave as soon as the
stamp show is over.

The commissioners will return to take down the
exhibits they brought from their home countries. I don’t
know if they will have the exact same hotel rooms, but
it is a distinct possibility.

U.S. commissioners to foreign stamp shows usually
manage to get away from the show once the exhibits are
put in place and the opening ceremonies are over. They
grab the chance to see the rest of the country.

The International Federation of Philately (FIP)
requires commissioners to be in the exhibition hall to
answer questions from jurors until their deliberations are
finished. Questions might arise concerning supposed
fakes in an exhibit, and the commissioner is to report
this to the exhibitor.

If the Olymphilex organizers request the commis-
sioners to vacate their hotel rooms because of the short-
age of rooms, then they will be violating FIP’s own
rules. FIP is supposed to have waived this requirement,
according to Clark.

Clark said that she has received loads of cooperation
from stamp collectors and that the American Philatelic
Society has supported her with legal help and laying out
the show’s floor plan.

APS helped her understand the ACOG contract,
which had 27 pages that had to be approved.

So far, Clark has not received permission to borrow
funds from private sources, but it may come. The
problem is time. [t is running out.
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Another fascinating aspect of the 1996 Olympic
Games is the role of the U.S. Postal Service: It has no
role.

At the last Olympics, held in Barcelona, Spain, in
1992, the Postal Service was an official sponsor and
outdid itself being stupid.

Postal officials took to Spain many postal employ-
ees, big postal customers and even two chefs to cook for
the entourage.

When Postmaster General Marvin Runyon heard of
this, he issued a manifesto stating that the Postal Service
would not participate in any future Olympic Games.
This has led to the following scenario for Atlanta in
summer 1996.

United Parcel Service (the fellows in the brown
uniforms and brown trucks) became an official sponsor
of the 1996 Olympic Games. As an official sponsor,
UPS has the right to use the official five-ring Olympic
logo, and the Postal Service is not permitted on the sites
of the Olympic events.

The International Olympic Committee, however,
authorized all worldwide postal administrations to use
the Olympic logo on postage stamps, subject to the
approval of the local Olympic committee.

ACOG has said ‘“No’’ to the logo on U.S. stamps,
since a Postal Service competitor for overnight delivery,
UPS, is paying to be an official sponsor.

So for 1996 for a major event going on within its
borders, the United States, the host country will not be
able to issue stamps with Olympic logos or marks.

The 1996 Olympics has two air carriers and three
automobile firms as official sponsors, but only one
official delivery service.

ACOG has requested that the Postal Service inspect
all incoming Olympic Village mail and packages so that
a mail bomb doesn’t come into the Olympics.

The Postal Service agreed to inspect, but ACOG
says that the Postal Service can’t use its vehicles to
bring the mail into Olympic Games territory.

The Postal Service can’t give its mail to UPS to
deliver because only the Postal Service has the constitu-
tional right to deliver first-class mail.

ACOG has approved special pictorial cancels for the
various events. In the cancels, the Postal Service can
show the sport taking place, but not the Olympic rings
or other symbols.

ACOG states that the Postal Service can have one
table inside the event location to apply this cancel,
meaning that anyone who wants the cancel applied on
site on a given day must pay admission to the event to
get the cancel.

ACOG will not permit the Postal Service employees
applying the cancel to wear their Postal Service uni-
forms, just in case they appear on television or someone
sees them within the Olympics confines.
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Another part of this tale could be a wacky scene out
of a Peter Sellers movie: The Postal Service can have
one, and only one, table at the closing ceremonies for
a special pictorial cancel to be applied only that day and
only at that venue.

That one table can host two Postal Service employ-
ees dressed incognito.

If a portion of the crowd, expected to number
approximately 100,000 at the closing ceremony, decides
to approach the table to get a cancel, the eventual line
might stretch out of the stadium, through the streets and
into the suburbs.

Naturally, anyone who saw the commotion would
blame the Postal Service for causing the situation. The
press would play it up.

The next Summer Olympic Games will be held in
Australia in four years. The U.S. Postal Service and
Australia are planning a joint stamp issue depicting the
passing of the Olympic torch. ACOG, however, said
that the Postal Service cannot use the five-ring Olympic
symbol on any U.S. postage stamp but that Australia
can.

The Postal Service may not even be able to picture
the Olympic torch, because it is considered an integral
symbol of the Games.

The Postal Service is unable to find out what it can
or can’t use because ACOG doesn’t correspond with a
non-sponsor. Meanwhile, Australia and the Postal
Service have to make plans regarding the joint issue.

The president of the International Olympic Commit-
tee, Juan Antonio Samaranch, is an avid stamp collector
(he also is president of the International Federation of
Olympic Philately), but even he can’t do anything with
ACOG.

Negotiations are currently under way among the
Postal Service, ACOG, the IOC and the U.S. Olympic
Committee.

If I were the U.S. postmaster general, I’d tell the
Atlanta Olympic committee to go to blazes, to pick up
the Olympic Games mail at the nearest post office and
to have good luck on the Games. Things would change
for the better or worse — and my money is on the
better.

Olymphilex 96 already has paid 35,000 Swiss francs
(about $30,000) to FIP to have FIP patronage. The
show’s organizing committee now needs more money
for tables, chairs, jury, commissioners, booths, frame
rental and freight.

If you wish to help, contact Nancy Zielinski Clark,
Olymphilex 96, Box 1996, Lexington, GA 30648.

As Clark says, ‘“The show’s going to happen.”” []

[Editor’s Note: According to the UPS, they are a TOP

3 Worldwide Olympic Sponsor in the category of ‘‘Ex-
press Mail and Package Delivery.’’]
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Fzgure 1. The Dutch athletics team at the Parts Olympic Games of 1924. Harry de Keijser,

ZAC (standing, second from left); Jan de Vries, ZAC (standing, second from right); Wim

Peters, PEC (seated, second from left).

An Olympic and Sports History of
Zwolle, The Netherlands

by Laurentz Jonker
edited by Mark Maestrone & Sherwin Podolsky

wolle, the capital of the province of Overijssel, has

a population of only 100,000 inhabitants. Yet, it
has a rich sporting history. Harry de Keijser and Willem
Peters, the last two living members of the Dutch team
at the 1924 Olympic Games at Paris, both from Zwolle,
passed away in 1995 (Figure 1). This article discusses
their athletic accomplishments and the sporting clubs to
which they belonged.

Zwolle, like many other European communities of
the nineteenth century, formed sporting clubs devoted to
one or more athletic disciplines. The Zwolse Rowing &
Yachting Club (ZR & ZV) was founded on September
25, 1887. Members of the club participated, naturally,
in these two aquatic sports. Following the end of the
rowing season in autumn, the athletes desired additional
sporting amusement. Soccer, which had already reached
a fever pitch in England before crossing the channel to
the Netherlands, fit the bill. On October 1, 1893, the
Zwolsche Athletische Club (ZAC) was founded by
members of the rowing club (Figure 2). The first presi-
dent was Jasper Warner who later became president of
the Dutch Football Association from 1897 to 1919. He
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was a co-founder of the Dutch Olympic Committee in
1912 and a member of the organizing committee for the
Amsterdam Olympics in 1928.

ZAC’s soccer club was the champion of eastern
Holland in 1928. In the 1950s, professional competitions
beckoned, but ZAC chose to retain its amateur status.
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Figure 2. Postcard with logo of ZAC, the Zwolsche
Athletische Club.
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Ook te Milano,

voelde Bakhuys,
zich heel aardig, met zijn hak thuis.

Vitgave : F. Delfgaauw - Utrecht - Jansdam 8 - Telefoon 16819

Figure 3. Caricature postcard from the 1934 World
Soccer Cup in Italy showing Dutch soccer player, Beb
Bakhuys.

The best soccer player was the legendary forward
center, and later, the first Dutch professional player,
Beb Bakhuys (Figure 3). Like fellow member Harry de
Keijser, who we will look at shortly, Beb also served in
the Dutch East Indies. After four years in the tropics, he
returned to the Netherlands, once again taking up soc-
cer. In only 23 matches he managed to score 28 goals
for the national Dutch team.

In keeping with its name, ZAC was more than a
soccer club. It embraced many kinds of sports, includ-
ing cycling, gymnastics, athletics, basketball and hand-
ball.

During its first 20 years, ZAC produced many fine
athletes. Harry de Keijser became a member in 1918.
He was a very versatile athlete, competing in both
jumping and throwing events (Figure 4). Harry was
frequently a Dutch champion in the pole vault, discus
and javelin.

At the 1924 Paris Olympics, he was the first Dutch-
man to participate in the most exhausting of athletic
events: the decathlon. He placed tenth out of 38 contest-
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ants, winning the discus throw (Figure 5). Harry de
Keijser is incorrectly listed as ‘‘Harry de Keizer’’ in
the Official Report of the 1924 Paris Olympics.

As an army officer, de Keijser was posted to the
Dutch East Indies. There, he continued his athletic
training in preparation for the 1928 Olympics at Amster-
dam. He longed to compete at the Games being held in
his homeland. Unfortunately, the Dutch East Indies
government was too poor to send even one athlete to
Amsterdam.

During World War II, Captain de Keijser was taken
prisoner by the Japanese in 1942. He was interned for
three years in Burma, and forced to work on the Bur-
mese railroad. Readers who have viewed the movie
““The Bridge Over the River Kwai’’ will recognize the
horrors that de Keijser and his fellow prisoners endur-
ed.

From Harry’s son, I was able to obtain copies of
POW correspondence between Harry and his wife. By
its very nature, the text was limited to a greeting (happy
birthday, Merry Christmas, etc.), a statement of the
internee’s physical condition (good, usual, poor), and a
closing sentiment (usually ‘‘I love you’’). Fortunately,
Harry’s wife was able to preserve both his Olympic
diploma from 1924 and newspaper clippings of his
sporting accomplishments.

Despite the disappointment of not being able to
compete at the Amsterdam Olympics, Harry de Keijser
pursued athletics all his life. Tennis and bridge remained
fond pastimes. He died on January 2, 1995 at the age
of 94.

Figure 4. Harry de Keijsér’s spécialties included the
throwing events (discus and javelin).
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