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by Mark Maestrone

SPI Joins The Internet’s
World Wide Web

This past May, SPI became one of the first
U.S. philatelic societies to ‘‘drive’’ onto the
hottest new portion of the information superhigh-
way — the World Wide Web.

The ““Web,”’ as it is popularly known, offers
computer users information presented with full
color graphics and text. For thousands of busi-
nesses and organizations, the Web is an inexpen-
sive way to increase exposure to millions of
people worldwide. In fact, within days, we re-
ceived our first request for a membership ap-
plication from a collector in Finland!

For the moment, SPI’s presentation consists
of a single page describing the benefits of mem-
bership in our society. The SPI logo, in blue, is
proudly displayed at top. Also shown is a color-
ful 1932 Olympic Games naval cover.

A response form ‘‘sits’’ behind our promo-
tion, popping up at the click of a computer
mouse. Interested persons type in their vital
statistics (name, address, telephone number,
etc.), along with their request or comment. SPI
receives new responses each day, enabling us to
react more quickly.

The Web server 1 work for, infoPost, has
agreed to carry our pages free of the monthly
maintenance charge.

In the future, we may expand our presenta-
tion to include selected articles from JSP, news
and special announcements, or other features. To
reach us, see the box at the bottom of this page.
If you stop by our site for a visit, please drop a
comment to us using the response form.

As I mentioned in the opening paragraph, we
are one of the first philatelic societies using this

new medium. The American Philatelic Society is
also online. We remain the first affiliate, though.

Additionally, Pacific '97 has established itself
on the Web. Information about this upcoming
FIP International Exhibition to be held in San
Francisco in two years is given. A complete list
of commissioners is also included.

Lastly, the Atlanta Committee for the Olym-
pic Games (ACOG) has finally made it online
with their calendar of events and other interesting
data. Even NationsBank, an official sponsor of
the Games, has its own Olympic site.

So you see, fellow members, SPI is staying
in the technological forefront of communication.
As new philatelic or Olympic/sports Web sites
open up, we will report on them. A list of sites
will be found in future issues at the end of the
‘““New Stamp Issues’’ column. It will be a run-
ning compendium appearing in each issue of JSP.

Any readers discovering new sites on the
Web are asked to share these with the members
by dropping your editor a line with the particu-
lars. Please include the URL address, along with
any other appropriate information.

The OLYMPHILEX ’96 exhibition bulletin is
now available. Included with the brochure is an
application for all classes of philatelic and litera-
ture exhibits.

The brochure is available from your national
commissioner. In the U.S., these are Cora Col-
lins (east) and Jim Bowman (west). Their addres-
ses appear on the inside front cover of JSP. Jim
discusses this subject more fully in his exhibiting
column in this issue.

SPI’'s World Wide Web Site: http://www.infopost.com/philately/index.htm/
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Letters

Isle of Stroma Located!

[An avalanche of letters arrived in response to our
request in the May/June 1995 issue of JSP asking the
question ‘*Where in the world is the Isle of Stroma?’’
Herewith, we print a few. Many thanks to all those who
responded. ]

At last, I am able to contribute something to your
interesting journal! I enclose a photocopy of a map of
Scotland, with Stroma marked on it [**“Where in the
World is the Isle of Stroma?’’, May/June 1995, p.19].
Although a part of Scotland, I believe that the island is
privately owned. As far as I know it is uninhabited, but
has an interesting bird population. There is a mailing
box there, and visitors to the island can post their
cacheted cards in it. The ‘‘stamps’’ that are produced
for use on Stroma are used to transport the mail from
the island to the mainland main post office, where it
needs British stamps for onward transmission.

John Capers asks in his article, ‘‘are they golf
stamps?’’ [**Are They Golf Stamps,’” May/June 1995,

13]. The answer, according to FIP regulations, is
““Yes’’ and “*No.’’ The first, unoverprinted, stamp can
certainly be used in a golf collection. Although Babe
Didriksen is shown in her earlier, athletic, role, never-
theless it is the same person who became the golfer. The
same, of course, applies to the other two stamps.

However, because the overprint does not relate to
the design, (the first overprinted stamp was issued with
a surcharge for the Red Cross, the second for the Pan
American Games), they could now be used in a Red
Cross collection or in a sports collection. Certainly, the
Red Cross overprint now makes the stamp unsuitable for
either an Olympic or a golf collection. The second
overprinted stamp is perhaps borderline. It can no
longer be used for an Olympic collection, but one might
just get away with it for a golf collection if it is used for
showing Mildred Didriksen.

As far as the other question raised in John Capers
article, namely should the other stamps of the set be
included, then surely common sense dictates that the
answer should be an emphatic ‘‘“NO!’’. What have
David Burghey, Jesse Owens, Kitei Son, et al, to do
with golf?

Franceska Rapkin
Great Britain

I have just received the May/June 1995 issue of the
Journal of Sports Philately. In it you are asking about
the whereabouts of Stroma Island? Well, it is an island
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off the northeast tip of Scotland and is part of the
county of Caithness. To me, however, the items illus-
trated are not postage stamps, but labels issued to fleece
collectors. I see from the map that there is a lighthouse
there, but I doubt if it has any other human inhabitants.

The island of Staffa is another example of having
labels issued in its name but which has no human in-
habitants. ... I was incensed to learn from a French
doctor that he had paid £60 for a sheet [of six labels
from Staffa].

Incidentally, the list of Scottish Islands which I
know have had labels issued in the their name are:
Eynhallow, Grunay, Pabay, Staffa and Stroma. There
may be others, but I have either forgotten or not come
across them.

Rex Haggett
Great Britain

The island of Stroma is a small island in the Scot-
tish Orkney group. Haven’t been able to locate any
more information — yet! — on the island, or anything
on the stamps.

Deborah Eve Rubin
Bethesda, Maryland

This is a short letter to let you know where the Isle
of Stroma is situated. The island is one of the Orkney
Islands (Scotland) and situated near John o’Groats in the
most northeastern part of Scotland.

Leon Vanverre
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Salt Lake City Grabs The
2002 Winter Olympic Rings!

by Mark Maestrone

ust as we were going to press for this edition
J of JSP, the news broke that the 2002 Olym-
pic Winter Games had been awarded to Salt Lake
City, Utah!

It was an overwhelming vote on Friday, June
16, 1995, in favor of this Rocky Mountain city
that prompted IOC President Juan Antonio Sam-
aranch to make it official as he read ‘‘Salt Lake
City’’ to an anxious group of supporters.

The decision was taken at Budapest, Hungary
during the 104th 10C Session. Salt Lake won the
Games on the first ballot, a very unusual occur-
rence. Ostersund, Sweden, which came in second
in the balloting, wasn’t even close. Quebec,
Canada, and Sion, Switzerland were the other
two candidate cities.

The delegation from Salt Lake City included
Thomas K. Welch, president of the Salt Lake
City 2002 Olympic Bid Committee; Frank Jok-
lik, chairman of the bid committee; Utah Gover-
nor Michael O. Leavitt; Mayor Corradini of Salt
Lake City; U.S. members of the IOC, Anita
DeFrantz and James Easton; Dr. LeRoy Walker,
president of the U.S. Olympic Committee; Dave
Johnson, vice president of the bid committee;
and, Olympic silver medalist and reigning World
Cup downhill champion, Picabo Street.

An ebullient Thomas Welch remarked that
“It’s a great day for Salt Lake — all of Utah —
the entire U.S.A.”’

Welch later repeated what he had told the
IOC delegation during their final 55-minute
promotion this morning, "In Salt Lake City, the
Olympic Winter Games will come to a young
population whose roots can be traced to the four
corners of the earth — only one or two genera-
tions removed from their motherland.’’

““Our goal is to light in the hearts of this
young generation the knowledge that winter sport
can be enjoyed by everyone. Our goal for the
first Games of the 21st Century is to have truly
global Olympics.”’

Journal of Sports Philately

He added, ‘‘The Olympic Flame burns bright
in the hearts of all our citizens. Let us share that
glow of that flame.”’

For Salt Lake City, this is their 29th year
bidding for the Olympic Winter Games. In 1991,
they narrowly lost to Nagano, Japan for the right
to host the 1998 Winter Olympics — by only
four votes!

Going into today’s vote, Salt Lake City was
the front runner, a position that is often not in-
dicative of the final outcome when it comes to
IOC votes. However, they received very high
marks from an IOC evaluation commission this
past January. At that time, their bid’s budget was
termed ‘‘conservative,”’ and the financial plan
“‘excellent.”’

Salt Lake has committed itself to constructing
an extraordinary infrastructure of winter sports
facilities, a fact that did not go unnoticed by the
evaluation committee. At present, every venue is
complete with the exception of the speed skating
oval, bobsleigh and luge track, and a smaller
arena for ice hockey and short track speed skat-
ing. These latter facilities will be completed by
late this year (speed skating and bobsleigh/luge),
or by December 2001 (the short track arena).

The venues are all clustered in Salt Lake
City. Even the skiing venues are within a short
drive from the downtown area.

The Salt Lake City Olympic Winter Games
are scheduled for February 9-24, 2002. The
Olympic Village will be at the University of
Utah, where the school calendar will be modified
to accommodate their special guests. The Open-
ing and Closing Ceremonies will be held at the
university’s Rice Stadium. The stadium, which
now seats 32,000 people, will be expanded to
hold 50,000.

Utah observes its 100th anniversary of state-
hood in 1996. 1997 is the 150th anniversary of
the arrival of Mormon pioneers. To these dates
will be added another — 2002. And as the Utah-
ans remind us ... ‘‘don’t forget to put the ex-
clamation point in bold type!”’ O
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““The Arts Must Go Hand In Hand With Sport”’

by Vsevolod Furman
translated by Boris Fomenko
edited by Mark Maestrone

y experience as a jury member at various philatel-
ic exhibitions has shown me that Olympic arts
competitions, an interesting and important milestone
commemorated in Olympic philately, fail to be high-
lighted by present day Olympic philately exhibitors.
Today, there are numerous philatelic exhibitions
which allow one to graphically demonstrate this thrilling
aspect of the 1912-1948 Olympic Games.
In order to fully discuss this subject, let me first
return to the past.

Ancient Greece

Apollo, one of the key figures in ancient Greek
mythology, personified the sublime fusion of spiritual
and physical origins. According to legend, this Greek
god was a skillful archer, overpowering the dragon,
Python. To commemorate his victory, Apollo founded
contests of kithara (lyre) singers, flutists and tragedian
poets. This ancient festival of the arts evolved into the
All-Hellenic sporting event known as the Pythic Games.

Apollo was renowned for his skillful playing of the
reed flute and golden kithara (Figure 1). In spring and
summer, he danced and sang on the heights of Mount
Parnassus. The nine muses participated with Apollo
leading their chorus.

Apollo’s athletic and musical exploits were more
than once commemorated on ancient Greek coins. For
example, a silver coin shows Apollo throwing a discus
(Figure 2). Another, from Macedonia, bears Apollo’s
profile on one side, and, appropriately, a kithara on the
reverse (Figure 3). Today, postage stamps depict his
accomplishments.

Physical education in Ancient Greece was closely
tied to the spiritual life of the individual. Physical
exercises were frequently accompanied by music, evi-
dence of which appears on ancient vase paintings (Fig-
ure 4). This is confirmed on numerous stamps reproduc-
ing the masterpieces of these ancient Greek craftsmen.

To the ancient Greeks, or Hellenes, the Olympic
Games demonstrated the relationship between their
physical and intellectual lives. Hellenes would flock to
Olympia not only to watch sporting competitions, but
also to listen to philosophical discussions by Socrates,
Plato and Aristotle (Figure 5). Thus, they became ac-
quainted with the latest views of Democritus (Figure 6),
Demosthenes (Figure 7) and Lucian. For entertainment,
visitors listened to kithara music and watched Euripides’
tragic plays.

4 July/August 1995

Figure 1. A golden kithara,
or lyre, was a favorite
instrument of Apollo’s.

Figure 2. Apollo, throwing the discus,
reinforces this Greek god’s identifica-
tion with sport.

Figure 3. Ancient coins
were the first artistic
medium portraying
Apollo. Here, Apollo is
shown on the obverse;
the reverse depicts his
lyre.

Figure 4. The interdependence of
sport and music in ancient Greek
culture is documented on vase
paintings showing sporting events
accompanied by music.

Figure 5. Visitors to the ancient
Olympic Games at Olympia
were treated to not only the
athletic competitions, but also
to discussions by leading phil-
osophers of the day, such as
Aristotle.

Journal of Sports Philately
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Figures 6 & 7. In addition to philosophical discussions,
the latest views of great teachers of the day, like Democ-
ritus (left) and Demosthenes (right) were presented at
Olympia.

The sages of Ancient Greece, mentioned above, are
depicted on stamps. A few special cancels and postal
stationery items also commemorate them. Of particular
note are two East German postal cards. The first, issued
in 1983, commemorates the great Roman satirist, Lucian
(Figure 8). Herodotus, known as “‘The Father of His-
tory,”” was decorated with an Olympic award in 444
B.C. He is featured on a 1984 postal card (Figure 9).

Sport in Ancient Greece was regarded as one of the
most important influences on the arts. It would take
several pages just to list the names of all the sculptors
and vase painters of the time. I will, therefore, restrict
myself to mentioning a notable few: Myron, Praxiteles,
and Cleophrades.

The Rebirth of the Olympics

Renaissance artists spared no efforts in promoting
the Olympic ideals. Through their individual artistic
media, they revived the images of the great athletes of
the ancient Olympic Games. French sculptor Pierre
Puget created the statue of Milon of Kroton (Figure 10).
Antonio Vivaldi (Figure 11) composed the music for an
opera, ‘‘Olympians,’ while Johann Sebastian Bach
(Figure 12) created a piece for a chamber orchestra.
One must not forget the poets who wrote lyrics and odes
glorifying the Olympics: Jan Kochanowski (16th Cen-
tury); Jean de La Fontaine (17th Century); and N.
Popovsky and Friedrich Holderlin (18th Century).
Figure 13 reproduces stamps commemorating some of
these talented artists. :

By the mid-19th Centw:,, many more voices were
heard advocating the rebirth of the ancient Olympics.
The soloists in the multi-voice chorus again included
poets and painters (V. Kuhelbecker, F. Falensky, M. de
Eredia. et al).

The Pan-Hellenic Games held in Athens in 1859
included poetry readings and musical performances
staged in the newly-constructed Zappeion Hall. A spe-
cial arts exhibition devoted to sport was held in Paris
in 1885. Baron Pierre de Coubertin, who attended, later
wrote: “‘Sport is not a flagrant demonstration of force.
It is a cultural phenomenon. [The] arts must go hand in
hand with sport...""

Geschichte der Raumfahrt
Vom Feuerpfeil zu Sputnik 1
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Figure 8. The Roman satirist, Lucian, entertained visitors to Olympia. He is commemorated
on this East German postal card with both a cachet and special cancel.
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Fzgure 9. One of Ihe best known sages of Ancient Greece, Herodotus, received an Olympic award
in 444 B.C., underscoring the importance of sport and learning to the ancient Greeks.

The 1900 and 1904 Olympic Games were overshadowed
by the World Expositions of which they were a part.
Numerous displays of graphic, painting and sculptural
exhibits were on view. The evident popularity of the
fine arts displays made de Coubertin even more deter-
mined to include them as part of future Olympic Games.
Upon his initiative, the relationship between sport and
the arts became a subject for discussion at the 4th
Olympic Congress of 1906. This resulted in a decision
to widen future Olympic programs by including arts
contests as part of the official Games.

Insufficient time remained to include such a com-
petition at the 1908 Olympic Games. A 1911 interna-
tional exhibition of sports art in Dresden and an arch-
itectural design competition at Paris in the same year
contributed to the realization of the Olympic fine arts
events. The first Olympic arts exhibition was held at
Stockholm in 1912.

The Parade of Olympic Muses

The rules of participation in the first modern Olym-
pic Games fine arts competition in 1912 were stringent:
the exhibits had to be related to sport, created specifical-
ly for the competition, and could not have been prev-
iously exhibited.

On the eve of the Olympic Games in Atlanta, [
think it’s appropriate to recall the arts competitions of
1928 and 1932. These two exhibitions, in particular,
demonstrated the growing interest among both artists
and the public in these competitions. During this period.,
artistic interpretation of sports flowered. Special arts
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Figure 10. Pierre Puget (left), who
sculpted the famous statue of the
ancient Olympic athlete, Milon of
Kroton (right), was only one of many Renaissance artists
to promote the rebirth of the Olympic Games.

1878 MONACO wre

Figures 11 & 12. Composers, such as Antonio Vivaldi
(left) and J.S. Bach (right),” added their voices through
musical works praising the Olympic ideal.
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