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President's Message by Mark Maestrone 

1995 SPI Convention Travels To 
Virginia Beach 

VAPEX '95 will be the host for our 4th Annual 
International Convention. This World Series of Phi­
lately exhibition will be held from Friday, October 
20 through Sunday, October 22, 1995. 

The venue for this annual Virginia Philatelic 
Federation show is the Pavilion Convention Center. 

an> tr\ tY.c s*r.r\\TC.r*i'ts\n ^ a n t i : /-iCijaCer.l iU l i iu vUilVvii l iv/ i i Ctsiii-Vi 

the Radisson Virginia Beach. Special hotel rates at 
this facility are truly a bargain on the national exhibi­
tion circuit — only $39 per night, single or double! 
This is a full service hotel with a restaurant, lounge 
and pool. All SPI members planning to attend the 
show are encouraged to book your rooms as early as 
possible. The Radisson's toll free number is 800-333-
3333. You must mention "VAPEX" to get the spe­
cial show rates. 

In addition to SPI, the Military Postal History 
Society and the Confederate Stamp Alliance will also 
be holding their annual conventions at VAPEX. 

Up to 300 16-page AMERIPEX-style exhibit 
frames are offered. The host committee has provision­
ally reserved 50 frames for SPI. For exhibitors' 

convenience, a prospectus has been enclosed with this 
issue of the journal. This will likely be one of the last 
opportunities for sports and Olympic exhibitors in the 
U.S. to qualify their exhibits for OLYMPHILEX '96. 
so do not delay sending in your applications to ex­
hibit. 

Crir! „ . , U K „ r,*„™„ i riuay evening, a puuiic stamp auction win ue 
conducted by Alan Blair. Those wishing to consign 
material or request a catalog should write to: Alan 
Blair, 5407 Lakeside Avenue, Richmond, VA 23228. 

SPI will have a general meeting featuring a guest 
speaker of interest to all. Although a date and time 
are not yet fixed, it will likely be held on Saturday, 
October 21. 

The VAPEX Awards Banquet will be held Satur­
day evening at the Radisson. A no-host cocktail party 
begins at 7:00 p.m., followed by the banquet at 8:00 
p.m. Tickets are $25 per person if purchased by 
September 15. After that date and during the show, 
the price is $27.50 per person. Requests for tickets, 
as well as information on exhibiting, can be obtained 
from Leroy Collins, Box 2183, Norfolk, VA 23501. 

Attent ion All SPI Members ! 

Your editor has exhausted his supply of articles for the journal. It's up to aN members, 
not just three or four, to support your journal with material. You need not be a 
Hemingway; our editorial staff can help you shape up your article. However, the 
basic piece must come from you. If you've been thinking about writ ing something 
but just haven't gotten around to it, then now is the time to stop procrastinating. 
Remember, it 's just as important to be a contributor as a reader! 

Articles with some depth to them, rather than just checklists of stamps, will receive 
priority. If possible, please submit your article on a computer disk either as an ASCII 
file or in Word Perfect 5 .0 /5 .1 . Otherwise, your article should be typewrit ten and 
double-spaced. Originals of illustrations are preferable (these will be handled carefully 
and returned to you). If this is not possible, then clear photocopies are acceptable. 
Mail all illustrations flat, even photocopies. All material should be mailed to the editor, 
Mark Maestrone. Thanks, in advance, to all of you budding writers! 
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4th International Convention 
of 

Sports Philatelists International 

To be held during 
VAPEX '95 

October 20-22, 1995 
Pavilion Convention Center 

Virginia Beach, Virginia 

Schedule of Events 

General Meeting, Saturday, October 21 (tentative) 
Pavilion Convention Center 

VAPEX Awards Banquet, Saturday, October 21 
Radisson Virginia Beach Hotel 

No-host Cocktails, 7:00 p.m., Banquet, 8:00 p.m. 
Banquet Tickets: $25 per person before September 15, 

$27.50 thereafter and at the show 

The Radisson Virginia Beach is the official VAPEX hotel. Special show rates: $39 per 
night, single or double. Call (800) 333-3333 for reservations. 

For general information, contact the VAPEX General Chairman, Mr. Rudy Roy, P.O. 
Box 5367, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. Prospectus & banquet tickets available from 
Leroy Collins, Box 2183, Norfolk, VA 23501. 
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Edmonton '78: The Friendly Games 

[The following article first appeared in the March 1, 
1994 issue of The Canadian Connection, the journal of 
the Canadiana Study Unit, and is reprinted with their 
kind permission.] 

by John Peebles 

£ 4"U' ight days ago, I entrusted this message to the ;E first of the Queen's relay runners in London. 
Since then it has travelled nearly 5,000 miles and passed 
through 287 hands. In recent years, Prince Philip, as 
your President, has performed the opening ceremony 
and has read my message, and I have closed the Games. 
This year our roles are reversed, and, for the first time 
I am able to give you my message in person." 

Those were the opening words of Her Majesty the 
Queen, Patron of the British Commonwealth Games. It 
was August 3, 1978. The location was Edmonton, 
Alberta. The occasion was the Opening Ceremonies of 
the 11th Commonwealth Games. 

The Queen's message had begun its journey to 
Alberta eight days earlier when runner Ben Jipcho of 
Kenya had started it off from Buckingham Palace in 
England. Days later, athlete Diane Jones-Konihowski, 
an Edmonton native, had the honour of carrying the 
Queen's opening message into the stadium. The missive 
was contained in a Narwhal tusk which had been spe­
cially carved in the Canadian North by an Inuit crafts­
man named Nick Sikkuark. 

The Edmonton weather was termed "perfect" that 
day. The clear blue skies of the Canadian West greeted 
the 42,500 spectators and thousands of participants in 
Edmonton's splendid, brand-new, $8.5 million Com­
monwealth Stadium. Millions more people across Can­
ada and throughout the world enjoyed the opening 
spectacle on live television. 

The Queen's opening remarks continued. 
"I t was fifty years since the first Games were 

entrusted to Hamilton and I am particularly pleased to 
be in Edmonton when the Games are being held in 
Canada for the third time. As Queen of Canada, I 
warmly welcome you and know that all Canadians join 
me in wishing you good fortune during your visit. You 
have trained hard and practised for many months and 
for long hours and you have earned the right to be here. 
Enthusiasm for sports is a characteristic of all Canadians 
and the presence in this Stadium of so many athletes 
shows that this enthusiasm is shared throughout the 
Commonwealth. I congratulate all those who have been 
responsible for staging this splendid setting in Edmon­
ton. As head of the Commonwealth, I regard today as 
a highlight in our calendar. We are a voluntary associa­

tion of friendly nations from which there are more 
teams than ever before at Edmonton, but it is not the 
number that really matters, it is the spirit in which you 
came. 

"But one of the most striking features of the Com­
monwealth Games is the friendships made among the 
people who would otherwise never have met. Whenever 
I have talked with the competitors, I have been im­
pressed by the way they get on together. Perhaps that 
more than anything else, is responsible for the highest 
standards for sportsmanship which we always see at 
these gatherings. I am greatly looking forward in the 
next few days to meeting many of you and to watching 
the competitions. Whether you will stand on the rostrum 
to receive a gold medal or are sadly eliminated in the 
first round, whether you are a member of the federation 
council, or the leader of a team, or simply someone 
who works hard in the administration, I trust that all of 
you will enjoy to the full this special Commonwealth 
occasion. 

" I hereby declare, the XI Commonwealth Games, 
open!" 

The people of Edmonton proceeded to put on the 
most extensive opening show in Commonwealth Games 
history. 

The spectacle opened with military precision. There 
were the inevitable anthems and flag raisings. Canada's 
famous precision flying team, the Snowbirds, swooped 
across the Alberta skies. The Queen and Prince Philip 
were driven around the track to enthusiastic approval of 
the spectators. Then all formality ended as the stars of 
the show, the athletes, arrived. 

Led into the Stadium by New Zealand, the previous 
host country, more than 1,200 athletes and officials 
paraded into Commonwealth Stadium. From Antigua to 
Zambia they came, representing some 46 nations in 
total. As athletes from the corners of the Common­
wealth, from Fiji to Papua New Guinea to Sri Lanka, 
marched into the stadium, the field became a sea of 
colour. There were Africans in bright tribal ceremonial 
dress; the Canadians sported colours of red and white 
along with traditional western Canadian cowboy hats. 

The ceremonial Games flag was passed from Christ-
church, New Zealand, to Edmonton. It was raised to the 
top of a pole in the south-east corner of the field to the 
accompaniment of an 11-gun salute in honour of the 
11th Commonwealth Games. Canadian diver Beverly 
Boys took the Oath of the Games on behalf of the 
competitors. 

The Royal party then departed the stadium followed 
by the athletes. Commonwealth Stadium emptied. But all 
would return the next day as competitions would begin. 
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Edmonton's Turn 

It had been six years earlier, on August 24, 1972, 
at the Munich Olympic Games, that the 44 nations of 
the Commonwealth Games Federation Assembly had 
awarded the '78 Games to Edmonton. After hearing 
half-hour presentations from Edmonton and Leeds, 
England, the vote was 24 to 10 in favour of the Canad­
ian bid. 

Delegates from Edmonton had been somewhat taken 
aback to learn that few, if any, Commonwealth dele­
gates knew much about the Canadian city. "Where is 
Edmonton?" "What is Edmonton?" These were not 
uncommon questions. 

From Fur Trading Post To 
Modern Metropolis 

Edmonton, on the North Saskatchewan River, is 
located in the centre of [the Province of] Alberta. A 
site, 25 miles downstream from today's city location, 
was chosen in 1795 for a fur trading post. The outpost 
was established by William Tominson, an employee of 
the Company of Gentlemen Adventurers, trading out of 
Hudson's Bay. The post was named Fort Edmonton in 
honour of Edmonton, England, the birthplace of Sir 
James Winter-Lake, then deputy-governor of the Hud­
son's Bay Company. 

Because Fort Edmonton led to the passes through 
the Rocky Mountains, the fort dominated the fur trade 
in the Northwest for some 80 years. At that time the 
area of Canada west of Hudson's Bay was called Ru­
pert's Land. 

Growth of the Edmonton settlement was slow. In 
fact, the Hudson's Bay Company, which owned Rupert's 
Land, did not allow any settlement outside of the log 
walls of Fort Edmonton until the mid-1800's. In 1870 
the Hudson's Bay Company sold Rupert's Land to 
Canada. 

Figure 1 

The arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway from 
Calgary in 1892 brought settlers and Edmonton incor­
porated as a town of 300 residents. By 1898 the popula­

tion had grown to 3,000 residents. By the turn of the 
19th century, the town welcomed newcomers seeking 
the riches of the Klondike gold fields. 

In 1904 there were 5,000 residents; Edmonton was 
then incorporated as a city. One year later, in 1905, 
Alberta became a Canadian province and Edmonton was 
named the provincial capital. 

Thereafter Edmonton entered a boom period. In 
1912 the population grew to 40,000. Edmonton's growth 
between the two World Wars was built largely around 
an agricultural economy. The city was Canada's ninth 
largest in 1941 with a population of 92,000. 

During World War II Edmonton undertook new 
roles. It became a strategic centre for northern military 
operations. It was in 1942 that the United States made 
the decision to build the Alaska Highway. Edmonton 
was chosen as the staging point. In 1992 the United 
States issued a single commemorative (Figure 1) in 
recognition of the 50th anniversary of the building of 
the Alaska Highway. 

The discovery of oil at nearby Leduc in 1947 es­
tablished much of Edmonton's future prosperity. The 
city became a servicing and processing centre for the 
petroleum industry. It has become the major location of 
oil refining and the petrochemical industry in Western 
Canada. Today Edmonton is known as Alberta's govern­
ment and administration centre. 

Currently Edmonton, the cosmopolitan capital of 
Alberta, has a population exceeding 800,000. It is a 
gateway to Western Canada and Canada's North. The 
beauty of the river-side city is enhanced by 3,440 hec­
tares (8,500 acres) of parkland. In fact, Edmonton has 
more parkland per capita than any other city in Canada. 

So in 1978, it was a city of 600,000 residents, the 
capital and largest metropolitan centre in Alberta, that 
was poised to host the Commonwealth in the 11th 
edition of the Commonwealth Games. Before we revisit 
the Edmonton Games let us briefly review the history of 
the Commonwealth Games. 

History Of The Friendly Games 

The Commonwealth Games, originally called the 
British Empire Games, were first held in 1930 at Hamil­
ton, Ontario, to provide competition for the member 
nations of the British Commonwealth two years after 
each Olympic Games competition. 

As early as 1891, Reverend Astley Cooper of 
England had first proposed a sports festival "to draw 
closer ties between Nations of the Empire ... as a means 
of increasing the goodwill and the good understanding 
of the Empire.'' 

In 1911 teams from Australia, Canada, South Africa 
and the United Kingdom had competed in various sports 
at London to mark the coronation of King George V. 
The event was known as the Festival of the Empire 
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Games. But little other progress was made towards 
instituting a recurring sports festival. 

Some years later Canada again proposed a Com­
monwealth sporting event with Canada to be the host 
nation. At the annual meeting of the Amateur Athletic 
Union of Canada in 1924, outgoing National Secretary, 
Norton H. Crowe said, " I would again bring before the 
Union the advisability of taking the initiative in an all 
British Empire Games, to be held between the Olympic 
Games." The resolution was passed that the Canadian 
Olympic Committee "be asked to consider the advisabil­
ity of instituting the all British Empire Games." 

Prior to the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics a proposal 
to hold the first British Empire Games at the Canadian 
city of Hamilton, Ontario was made to representatives 
of other Empire countries in meetings at Amsterdam and 
later in London, England. Hamilton pledged free lodg­
ing for all athletes and travel grants for those countries 
which needed them. When the holding of the Hamilton 
Games was formally endorsed at a meeting in London 
in 1930, the following statement was made: 

"It will be designed on the Olympic model, both in 
general construction and its stern definition of the 
amateur. But the Games will be very different, free 
from both the excessive stimulus and the babel of the 
international stadium. They should be merrier and less 
stern, and will substitute the stimulus of novel adventure 

for the pressure of international rivalry." 
With these lofty ideals in place, the "British Empire 

Games," as they were first called, became a reality. 
The Games began modestly in Canada. Hamilton 

hosted 400 competitors from 11 countries in August of 
1930. Joining Canada at those first Games were Austral­
ia, Bermuda, England, Guyana, Newfoundland, New 
Zealand, Northern Ireland, Scotland, South Africa and 
Wales. Canada treated all teams to free accommodations 
and meals. Before 20,000 spectators Canada's great 
sprinter Percy Williams, winner of both the 100m and 
200m sprints at the 1928 Olympics, proclaimed the oath 
of allegiance on behalf of all competitors. There were 
six sports at the initial Games: athletics (track and 
field), bowls (lawn bowling), boxing, rowing, wrestling, 
and swimming and diving. 

Subsequent Games have been held every four years, 
except for 1942 and 1946, in London, England (1934), 
Sydney, Australia (1938), Auckland, New Zealand 
(1950), Vancouver, Canada (1954), Cardiff, Wales 
(1958), Perth, Australia (1962), Kingston, Jamaica 
(1966), Edinburgh, Scotland (1970), Christchurch, New 
Zealand (1974), Edmonton, Canada (1978), Brisbane, 
Australia (1982), Edinburgh, Scotland (1986), and 
Auckland, New Zealand (1990). Canada will again host 
the Games this summer [1994] in Victoria, British 
Columbia. (Incidentally, the 1942 Games had been 
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awarded to Montreal but were cancelled because of 
World War II. The chosen site for the Montreal Games 
was the same location as the 1976 Olympics venue.) 

The Games, because of their generally non-political 
nature and friendly spirit of competition soon acquired 
the label of "The Friendly Games." 

Although several different sports are featured at the 
Commonwealth Games, the Games became best known 
for their world-class competitions in swimming and 
track and field. 

A milestone in sports history occurred at the 1954 
Games in Vancouver when Roger Bannister of Great 
Britain and John Landy of Australia met in competition 
for the first time. They were the only two men in the 
world who had run the mile in less than 4 minutes. 
Bannister won the event with his best time ever, 3:58.8. 

It was also at the fifth edition of the Games in 
Vancouver that the name of the gathering was changed 
from British Empire Games to British Empire and 
Commonwealth Games. 

The VIII Games were held in Kingston, Jamaica 
from August 4-13, 1966. It was at those Games, on 
August 7, that the title of the event was again changed 
from the British Empire and Commonwealth Games to 
the British Commonwealth Games. 

At the Kingston, Jamaica Games, Canada became 
known as a power in women's swimming. The star of 
the competition was 15-year old Vancouverite Elaine 
Tanner, nicknamed "Mighty Mouse," who won an 
amazing 4 gold and 3 silver medals. She also established 
a new World Record for the 220-yard butterfly event 
and contributed to a World Record set by the Canadian 
4x100-yard freestyle relay team. The strength of Com­
monwealth swimmers was proven as no less than 15 
World Records were set in swimming events at the 1966 
Games. Canadian participation in the Kingston Games 
is noted on a souvenir sheet (Figure 2) issued by host 
country Jamaica. Names of participating Commonwealth 
nations are listed in gold lettering about the perimeter of 
the sheet, with "Canada" located at the top, centre. 

At a meeting of the General Assembly of the British 
Commonwealth Games Federation held during the 1970 
event in Edinburgh, Scotland, the 1974 Games were 
awarded to Christchurch, New Zealand. It was also 
agreed that in the future the host city would be selected 
six years prior to the following Games, at a meeting to 
be held during the Olympic Games. So it was at the 
Munich Summer Olympic Games in 1972 that the city 
of Edmonton was awarded the 1978 Commonwealth 
Games. 

Games were held under different names. In 1930 at 
Hamilton they were the British Empire Games; in 1954 
at Vancouver they were the British Empire and Com­
monwealth Games; and Edmonton was to become the 
first city to host the Games with the new, simpler title 
of the Commonwealth Games. 

In all, 53 Commonwealth nations were invited to 
participate in Edmonton. Botswana, Malta and Tonga 
did not accept the invitation. Brunei accepted but did not 
participate. The Seychelles accepted but the tiny nation, 
which is comprised of a group of islands off the African 
coast, was unable to raise the necessary funds. Nigeria 
withdrew from the Games just a week before the open­
ing in protest over New Zealand's sporting relationships 
with South Africa. Uganda, the African nation which 
was suffering turmoil under the control of the notorious 
dictator Idi Amin, also withdrew. 

So, of the 53 invited nations, 46 actually participat­
ed. This was an increase of 8 over the 38 countries that 
were represented at Christchurch in 1974. 

For 10 days, from August 3 to August 12, the 
athletes competed — a grand total of 1,475 athletes from 
the far corners of the world. 

Sporting events featured at the Edmonton Games 
were athletics, badminton, boxing, cycling, gymnastics, 
lawn bowls, shooting, swimming, weightlifting, and 
wrestling. Lacrosse was featured as a demonstration 
sport. 

Host country, Canada, had the largest contingent at 
204 athletes, followed by England with 192, Australia 
with 148, New Zealand with 103 and Scotland with 100. 
At the other end of the scale, the Cook Islands sent one 
athlete accompanied by two team officials. 

By the time the final and tenth day was over, the 
Canadian team was at the top of the medals list. Having 
captured 45 gold, 31 silver and 33 bronze medals, the 
total Canadian count was 109. Other top finishers were 
England with 87, Australia with 84, New Zealand with 
20 and Kenya with 18 medals. In all, 394 medals had 
been awarded. The 1978 Games marked the first time 
that Canada had finished at the top of the medals stand­
ings, perhaps fitting for the host nation. 

Among the outstanding participants for Canada was 
local hero Graham Smith. The Edmonton swimmer won 
four individual and two relay gold medals. All of these 
represented Commonwealth Games records. At the end 
of 1978, in a poll of sportswriters and sportscasters 
annually conducted by The Canadian Press, Graham 
Smith was picked as Canada's male athlete of the year 
for 1978. 

Edmonton In '78 Philatelic Output 

Canada was about to become the first nation to have 
hosted the Commonwealth Games on three separate 
occasions. Interestingly, on all three occasions the 

The philatelic output for the XI Commonwealth 
Games was modest by the standards of today. In all, six 
Commonwealth nations issued stamps and/or souvenir 
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sheets. Included in this total are four Canadian stamps, 
Scott #757-758, 761-762. 

Tonga, a Kingdom in the British Commonwealth, is 
a group of islands in the south Pacific Ocean south of 
Samoa. Although Tonga chose not to participate, it did 
issue a set of 13 stamps in 1978 to honour the XI 
Commonwealth Games. The stamps were self-adhesives, 
designed and printed in England by Walsall Security 
Printers under the supervision of Maurice Meers. 

The Tonga commemoratives appeared in three basic 
designs: 5 stamps for regular postage, 5 regular airmail 
stamps, and 3 official adhesives. 

The design of the regular commemoratives (Figure 
3) features the Canadian flag at the top, the Tongan flag 
at the bottom with the Games inscription text between. 
When removed from their self-adhesive backings, the 
five regular stamps are in the shape of a cross echoing 
the red cross found in the Tongan flag. The stamps are 
in denominations of 10, 15, 20, 25 and 45 senti. 

The regular airmail values (Figure 4), when remov­
ed from their backing, are in the shape of a maple leaf, 
emblem of Canada. The coat of arms of Tonga appears 
at the top of the maple leaf. Airmail denominations are 
17, 35, 38, 40 and 65 senti. 

The official airmail stamps (Figure 5), when remov­
ed from their backing, are in the shape of a teardrop. 
Each of the tree stamps features the official Edmonton 

11th Commonwea l th Garnet 
Edmonton Canada 1978 

TLJJDJI 

T$1.00 

XI Commonwealth Games logo, a sleek, four-element, 
red and blue stylized maple leaf. 

The logo is derived from these four elements: the 
Canadian maple leaf, the Union Jack (with the red, 
white and blue colours of the Commonwealth), converg­
ing arrows depicting worldwide attention and movement 
toward Edmonton, and a series of V's symbolizing the 
efforts of the volunteers who make the Games possible. 
Creator of the logo was Edmonton freelance artist 
Michael Prytula. 

On June 10, 1978 the Isle of Man Post Office 
Authority issued a single commemorative (Figure 6) to 
honour Edmonton's Games. The Isle of Man, located in 
the Irish Sea off the northwest coast of England, is 
recognized as semi-autonomous within the British Com­
monwealth. 

Figure 5 
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Figure 6 

The Isle of Man was admitted to the Commonwealth 
Games in 1958 with an equal vote with all others in the 
Games Federation. From then until the 1978 Games, 
athletes from the tiny island of only 65,000 people had 
won three Commonwealth Games medals. At the Cardiff 
Games in Wales in 1958 Manx cyclist Stuart Slack, an 
employee of the Isle of Man Post Office, won a bronze 
medal in the gruelling 120 mile cycle road race. At 
Jamaica in 1966 the Isle of Man won its first gold medal 
when Peter Buckley won the 120 mile cycle road race 
by over five minutes. In 1970 at Edinburgh, Alex 
Jackson won a bronze medal in the 220-yard women's 
freestyle swimming event. 

The design of the Isle of Man Edmonton Games 
stamp (Figure 6) features three events at which Manx 
athletes have excelled: swimming, cycling and running. 
The stamp was designed and printed in England by John 
Waddington of Kirkstall Limited by four-colour litho­
graphy. The commemorative appeared in sheets of 50 
containing two panes of 25 stamps. 

As the first day of issue of the Isle of Man stamp 
coincided with CAPEX '78, an international philatelic 
exhibition in Toronto, the Manx postal authorities had 
a first day of issue in Toronto. Specially prepared first 
day covers bearing the Edmonton Games stamps and a 
handstamp cachet were available at the Toronto show. 
One of these covers is shown on the cover of this issue. 
In addition, the Isle of Man postal authorities prepared 
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