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President's Message by Mark Maestrone 

Salt Lake City: A Finalist For 
the Olympic Winter Games 

Here we go again! On January 24, 1995, the 
International Olympic Committee selected the four 
finalists for the 2002 Olympic Winter Games. In 
addition to Salt Lake City, the final four included 
Quebec, Canada; Oestersund, Sweden; and Sion, 
Switzerland. 

Five cities were eliminated: Sochi, a Black Sea 
resort in Russia; Graz, Austria; Tarvisio, Italy; Jaca, 
Spain; and Poprad-Tatry, Slovakia. 

The selection of finalists was made by a blue-
ribbon committee of 10 IOC members. They based 
their decisions on a series of evaluation criteria which 
included such subjective elements as "personality." 

Salt Lake City has been in the running countless 
times for the Winter Olympics. For the 1998 Games, 
they came in a very close second to Nagano, Japan. 
This time, they are certainly favorites. Sensing this, 
Salt Lake City is spending millions of dollars to build 
the venues necessary to stage the Games. 

Once again, the U.S. is on that Olympic roller 
coaster ride. To quote ABC's Wide World of Sports, 
will it be "the thrill of victory" or "the agony of 
defeat"? Only time will tell. 

While we wait for the 2002 Games to arrive, 
there is still plenty to do to get ready for the upcom­
ing 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. 

More and more, we see the various sponsors of 
the Games beginning to capitalize on their Olympic 
investment. Olympic Rings seem to be popping up 
like crocuses in spring. 

One of the biggest sponsors is Delta Airlines, 
Official Airline of the 1996 Centennial Olympic 
Games. 

In their recent newsletter that accompanied my 
frequent flier mileage update, Delta announced the 
debut of their "Wings & Dreams" catalog. Quoting 
Delta, their catalog "gives you a chance to be part of 
the dream by purchasing first-quality Olympic mer­
chandise such as exclusive screened designs, embroid­
ered jackets, sweatshirts and caps at special prices." 
I suspect that pins, coffee mugs, and other less expen­
sive memorabilia are included. 

The "Wings & Dreams" catalog is available in 
the seatback of all Delta flights. However, if you 
don't plan to travel that airline anytime soon, you can 
call and request a copy at: 1-800-DELTA-2-U. This 
is a toll-free call in the U.S. and Canada. 

The announcement mentions that the program was 
created for Delta Frequent Flyers, but I suspect that 
anyone can call and order a copy. I have not received 
mine yet, so I will give you more details later. 

As I promised in my last President's Message, I 
will be "surfing the Net" and reporting on new sites 
for sports and Olympic fans to investigate. 

For those of you with access to the Internet's 
World Wide Web (see my January 1995 column on 
page 1) an unofficial site has opened up with informa­
tion on the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. The Web Master, 
as the operator of the system is called, works at 
Georgia Tech in Atlanta. He promises to keep folks 
up-to-date on the latest news. The URL (Universal 
Resource Locator) is: http://www.gatech.edu/3020/ 
Olympics/olym-proj. lintro. html 

Yachting fans will want to check out the Ameri­
ca's Cup competition on: http://www.ac95.org. News, 
race results and a myriad of other interesting features 
should satisfy even the most avid Cup enthusiasts. 

For the general sports aficionados, we have three 
different World Wide Web sites to report on: 
http://www. atm. ch. cam. ac. uk/sports/sports, html 
http://tns-www. les. mit. edu/cgi-binlsports 
http://www. starwave. com/satchelsports. html 

We philatelists can now get the latest on the 
USPS via their new Web site: http://www.usps.gov. 
Included are complete postal rate charts and mailing 
tips. 

Last, but not least, the APS and APRL are now 
on line via a gopher server. Access them as follows: 
Type INFO.PSU.EDU 
Go to INFORMATION SERVERS AT PSU 
Go to CONTINUING AND DISTANCE EDUCATION, 
and press enter. 

Happy surfing, and let me know of any new 
discoveries! 
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Cricket 101: Fundamentals of the Modern Game 

Cricket: It is a game played between two teams of 11 
men on a grassy field and can last up to five days. 

Air Jamaica 
Sky Writings, No. 90 

December 1993/January 1994 

by Peter N. Street 

M any of the readers of JSP, especially those who 
live in the northern United States and Canada, 

seek warmer climates in the winter. In January 1994, 
my wife and I flew from Atlanta, Georgia to Montego 
Bay, Jamaica on Air Jamaica. One of the articles in the 
in-flight magazine was entitled "Jamaica A-Z." Their 
description of cricket, which appears above, is a little 
like describing Michael Jordan as a retired basketball 
player: accurate but a little short on detail. 

What, then, is this game that has been reviled by 
some and revered by others? Rudyard Kipling, the 
English author, in his 1902 poem "The Islanders" 
contemptuously referred to cricketers as "flannelled 
fools at the wicket," whereas Sir James Barrie, the 
Scottish dramatist, author of Peter Pan, and an ardent 
but not very successful player thought "Cricket is an 
idea. It is an idea of the gods." 

The origin of the word "cricket" is unknown. It 
probably derives from the Anglo-Saxon word "cricce" 
meaning "crooked staff clubbed at one end ," and 
resembled the thirteenth century game of club-ball. In 
1300, Royal Household wardrobe accounts of English 
King Edward I (1273 -1307) show reimbursement to 
Chaplain John de Leek for equipment and clothing used 
by his son (later Edward II) for "creag" (cricket). 
There are literature references to "creag" being played 
in the Middle Ages. A 1598 document recording a land 
dispute mentions its use "to played Crickett and other 
plaies." 

Cricket was originally a game for shepherd boys 
and children on the downs of Southern England. In the 
late seventeenth century the game evolved into a general 
sport due to the interest of the great land owners. The 
eighteenth century saw the formation of clubs and the 
drawing up of the Laws of Cricket. With the nineteenth 
century came widespread popularity throughout England 
and the British Commonwealth. The game as it is played 
today has basically remained unchanged since the late 
eighteenth century. 

This is now my seventh article written under the 
general title "Cricket and Philately." The usual reaction 
when I tell my American friends that I play cricket is 

Figure 1. A cricket match being 
played on a matting wicket. . . —: 
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Figure 2. The wicket for right handed batsmen. 

raised eyebrows and puzzled expressions. Several people 
who have visited British Commonwealth countries and 
have either seen a match live or on television have 
expressed the opinion that they still have a limited 
comprehension of how the game is played. 

Clearly the best way to understand cricket is to be 
present at a match with someone who understands and 
is able to explain the actions of the players while the 
match is in progress. Failing that, can it be explained by 
an illustrated article? Hopefully this question will be 
answered by the end of this discussion and enable the 

Bowling 
crease 

reader of past and future articles on cricket to 
better understand the game. There is a glossary 
of cricket terms at the end of this article to help 
explain the game. 

The Team 

A cricket team has eleven players. The 
captain, who is one of the players, has com­
plete control of the team during play. He de­
cides on the batting order, who will bowl and 
directs the field placings in consultation with 
the bowler (and sometimes the wicketkeeper). 

Generally a cricket team will have five 
specialist batsmen, one or two all rounders 
(players who are proficient in both batting and 
bowling), a wicketkeeper and three or four 
specialist bowlers. The bowlers can be either 
fast or slow spin or a combination of both. The 
precise make-up of the team depends upon the 

opposition and the condition of the pitch. 

Once the match has started there are no replace­
ments. If a batsman is hurt while batting he may leave 
the field of play (retire) but is eligible to return. If a 
fielder is injured a substitute may be provided, however 
he cannot bowl or bat. 

The Field of Play 

A cricket match is played on a large oval grass field 
(cricket ground). At the center is an area of extremely 

Popping Crease 
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Wicket 

/ 
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batsman's safe 
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22 yds 

Figure 3. Plan view of the pitch. 
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flat and level turf called the 
" t a b l e " (Figure 1). (In 
arid climates where it is 
difficult to grow grass, a 
length of matting is stretch­
ed over this area.) 

On th i s t a b l e , two 
wickets are set up twenty-
two yards apart (an agricul­
tural chain) opposite and 
parallel to each other. Each 
wicket consists of three 
cylindrical wooden sticks 
(stumps) with two cross 
pieces (bails) in grooves on 
top of the stumps (Figure 
2). The wicket is named 
after the wicket gate of 
sheep pens in Middle Ages 
rural England. 

The distance between 
the bowling and popping creases is forty-six inches, 
equal in length to an English longbow arrow used in 
Tudor times, for example at the Battle of Agincourt 
(1415). The area between the bowling and popping 
creases is the "safe ground" of the batsman (Figure 3). 
Finally, there are two white movable sidescreens located 
on the edge of the field behind the wickets to enable the 
batsman to see the ball clearly after it has been bowled 
(Figure 4). 

Equipment 

A cricket bat is made of wood and resembles a short 
oar or paddle with one flat surface. The bat is 38 inches 
long with a 4xh" wide blade. This blade is made of 
willow and the handle is of cane spliced with rubber. 
The batsman wears protective equipment which includes 
canvas pads for the legs, padded gloves for the hands 
and a rigid, plastic helmet for the head (Figure 5). 

A cricket ball weighs 5V2 ounces and has a circum­
ference of nine inches. The shiny red leather case has 
six rows of stitches round the circumference (the seam). 
The seam allows bowlers to grip the ball and impart 
spin or swing when the ball is bowled (Figure 6). 

Umpiring 

The game is controlled by two umpires according to 
the "Laws of Cricket." One umpire stands at the non-
strike batsman's end behind the wicket to observe the 
bowler and ensure that he is bowling legitimately, i.e. 
not throwing the ball or dragging his foot over the 
bowling crease before releasing the ball. In addition, 
this umpire counts the number of balls for the over, 
observes the striking batsman for leg-before-wicket 

Figure 4. Cricket match in progress showing table and sidescreens. 
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Figure 5 (left). Batsman's equipment. 
Figure 6 (right). Cricket ball showing the seam. 

decisions and signals to the scorers for boundaries and 
extras (Figure 7). The other umpire stands at the square 
leg fielding position and observes for run-outs and 
stumpings (Figure 8). 

Wicketkeeper 

The wicketkeeper is a specialist fielder analogous to 
the catcher in baseball. He is protected by oversize pads 
and gauntlet style gloves. He stands behind the wicket 
of the batsman taking the strike. He will stand quite 
close to the wicket for slow or medium pace bowling (1-
2 yds), as shown in Figure 9, and much farther back (as 
much as 8-12 yds) for the faster bowlers (Figure 10). 
He has two primary roles. The defensive role is to stop 
the ball when missed by the batsman. Offensively he can 
dismiss (get out) the batsman by either .catching the ball 
if the batsman snicks the ball with the edge of the bat or 
stumping when he is out of his safe ground. 

4 March/April 1995 Journal of Sports Philately 



; $&$}:£ M!M»ih»i 

mm 

l i r s T i u u 
[ l J . V i . . . . . . 

Figure 7. Umpire at non-striker 
wicket. 

P?l 

ST.VfiNCENT JA 

m » i i • » m i 

OffrJADNESCF c c * . 

. . . . m 

Figure 8. Square-leg umpire. 

Figure 9. The wicketkeeper crouches 
close to the wicket for the slow bowler. 

Figure 10. The wicket-
keeper stands back for a 
fast bowler. 
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Fielding 

The fielding side consists of a bowler, a wicket-
keeper and nine auxiliary fielders placed throughout the 
field of play. The position of each fielder depends on 
the type of bowling (fast or slow), the perceived style of 
the batsman, the state of the game, the tactics of the 
captain and the condition of the pitch. Positions are 
changed during the match to accommodate differences 
in batting techniques and bowling styles. The fielders 
stop balls hit by the batsman, catch fly balls to dismiss 
the batsman and force run-outs. 

One of the minor delights of cricket is the names of 
the fielding positions (slips, silly mid-on, etc.) These are 
shown in Figure 11. The placing of the fielders depends 
strongly on the style of bowling (Figure 12). 

A fast bowler usually has several slips as he is 
attempting to dismiss the batsman by swinging the ball 
and making him mis-hit or snick the ball (Figure 4). On 
the other hand, a slow bowler may have several short 
fielders close to the wicket (silly mid-on and silly mid-
off) to catch mis-hits by the batsman. 

Bowling 

In modern cricket, bowling the ball is delivered 
from a run up, overarm and with a straight arm. The 
ball normally bounces on the pitch just in front of the 
batsman and reaches him between knee and hip height. 

A fast bowler may have a run up of 12 to 15 paces 
and relies on speed and swing to deceive the batsman 
(Figure 13). Speeds of up to 95 mph are not uncommon. 
In orthodox fast bowling, the ball is delivered on the 
line of, or just outside, the off stump. By the use of 
inswing and outswing the bowler induces the batsman to 
mis-hit causing him to give a catch to the fielders. Fast 
bowlers sometimes deliberately pitch the ball short (a 
bouncer) to intimidate the batsman. In this case the ball 
will reach the batsman at chest or head height. 

By contrast, a slow bowler has a much shorter run 
up (just 3-5 paces). He relies on flight through the air 
and spin or turn of the pitch. He may bowl either leg 
breaks or off breaks (Figure 7). A bowler's only object­
ive is to dismiss the batsman, i.e. get him out. This is 
done by hitting the wicket when the batsman misses the 
ball (bowled), hitting the batsman's pad when he misses 
the ball and it would have hit the wicket (leg before 
wicket), and lastly by causing the batsman to mis-hit the 
ball which is caught by a fielder before it bounces on 
the ground (caught). 

In a cricket match one bowler bowls six balls con­
secutively from one wicket (an over). At the conclusion 
of the over the fielders change position and another 
bowler delivers an over from the other wicket. The first 
bowler takes a fielding position when he is not bowling. 
Each bowler delivers a series of overs from the same 
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Figure 11. Location of wickets and principal playing positions on a 
cricket field for a right hand batsman. 

wicket until the captain elects to use a different bowler. 
Each bowler is allowed to bowl one or more series of 
overs in an innings. 

Batting 

The role of the batsman is twofold. First, he must 
defend his wicket and avoid being dismissed by the 
bowler, thus no longer participating in the innings. The 
second is to score runs. 

In a cricket match two batsmen play simultaneously. 
One faces the bowler (this is called "taking the strike" 
and this batsman is called the "strike" batsman or 
striker). The other stands at the other wicket and is 
called the "non-strike" batsman or non-striker (Figure 
7). A single run is scored when the strike batsman hits 
the ball with the flat part of the bat (blade) and runs 
towards the other wicket and reaches safe ground. For 
the run to be recorded the non-strike batsman must also 
run and reach his safe ground. Thus the two batsmen 
pass each other near the center of the pitch. An odd 
number of runs (one or three) means the non-strike 
batsman will now face the bowling unless the over has 
concluded. An even number of runs means the strike 

batsman continues to face the bowling. 
If the ball, after being hit, reaches the 

boundary (the perimeter of the cricket 
ground) after first hitting the ground, the 
strike batsman is awarded four runs. A 
ball hit by the batsman in the air directly 
over the boundary without bouncing is six 
runs. 

In the game of cricket the batsman does 
not have to attempt a run when he hits the 
ball, nor does it count if he misses the ball 
(as in baseball). Thus he can just stop the 
ball with his bat to defend his wicket. 
Consequently a batsman can bat for an 
extended period of time. It is not unusual 
for a specialist batsman in a first class 
match to bat for several hours and score 
over a hundred runs in one innings. (For 
instance, Brian Lara, the Trinidad and 
West Indian batsman, recently scored a 

record 375 runs in the first innings of the Fifth Test 
match of the series between the West Indies and Eng­
land. He started batting the morning of the first day of 
the match and was out on the morning of the third day. 
In all he batted for 12% hours.) 

Prior to the bowler's run-up, the batsman stands 
sideways at the popping crease, feet together with the 
toe of the bat touching the ground near the back foot 
and with his shoulder towards the bowler (the stance) 
(Figure 14). 

As the bowler commences his run up the batsman 
lifts the toe of the bat until the blade is close to hori­
zontal (the back-lift) (Figure 15). As the bowler releases 
the ball, the batsman has a fraction of a second before 
it reaches his bat. During that time he has to decide 
what stroke to make. Correct batting is based on a 
straight bat (i.e. vertical) with the full face of the blade 
presented to the ball. 

The batsman can either play a defensive (Figure 16) 
or attacking stroke, or play forward or back—it all 
depends where the ball hits the pitch. In addition, the 
attacking strokes can be made in an almost 360° arc 
round the wicket. The strokes are named after the direc­
tion the ball goes after it has been hit (Figure 17). 
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Figure 12. Fielding positions: cover point and slip (left); three slips, silly mid-on and long on (center); three slips (one 
catching ball, silly mid-off (right). 
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The Game 

A cricket game is called a cricket match. Prior to 
the commencement of play the two team captains toss a 
coin. The winner elects to bat or field first. 

The game is initiated by one side taking the field. 
Once the umpires have taken their positions the two 
batsmen walk to their respective wickets. The batsman 
who is to face the bowler first takes his position at the 
popping crease and the bowler starts his first over. This 
bowler bowls his over (6 balls in succession) during 
which time the batsmen attempt to score runs. When a 
batsman is out (dismissed) he leaves the field of play 
and his place is taken by another batsman. The batting 
side continues until there are ten outs (the eleventh 
batsman cannot bat alone and is considered "not out"). 
The score for the batting side is the aggregate of the 
eleven batsmens' individual scores, plus extras. 

The side which batted first now takes the field and 
attempts to dismiss the new batting side for a lower 
score. The new batting side in its turn tries to make a 
higher score in its innings (always plural). 

The number of runs scored in cricket matches can 
vary enormously. For instance, in the recent Test Series 
between England and West Indies the English side was 
dismissed for 46 runs in the second innings of the third 
Test. By contrast, in the fifth Test Match both the 
English and West Indians scored 593 runs in their first 
innings. The teams were mostly the same group of men 
so the only real physical difference were the pitches as 
the games were played at different venues. First class 
professional games last for three or four days and each 
side has two innings (two groups of ten outs) and the 
final score is the addition of the two innings. Interna­
tional Competitions between all star teams, called Test 
Matches, last up to five days. A day's play is usually 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. with lunch and tea intervals, 
giving about 6-1/2 hours of playing time per day. 

The captain of the batting side may "declare" if he 
thinks it is strategically necessary usually either because 
the condition of the pitch is deteriorating or if time has 
been lost through rain or bad light, thus not allowing 
time for a positive result. With club cricket and limited 
overs competitions each side is allowed one innings with 
a specific number of overs (55, 50 and 40 overs are 

typical). Normally the team that scores more runs wins 
the match. However, if neither side has been dismissed 
twice in the prescribed time period the match is deemed 
a draw (no result). A tie is when both sides score exact­
ly the same number of runs. 
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Figure 14. Batsman's stance. 
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Figure 15. Batsman's back-lift. 

Figure 16. Forward defensive 
stroke. 
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