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FIPO Membership Numbers 30 Olympic
and Sport Philatelic Societies

It appears that our sister societies overseas have
been multiplying faster than I thought! A recent com-
munication from FIPO Headquarters included a full
listing of the 30 current member societies. Naturally
enough, most Western European countries are represent-
ed, as are a number of the newly independent nations in
Eastern Europe and Asia.

The Pacific Rim has member societies in China
(PRC), Malaysia, Korea, and Australia/Oceania (but not
in Japan?). Even Africa has one member — Sudan.

I was surprised, though, by the lack of any repre-
sentatives in either South or Central America. I know
that there are a number of active sport and Olympic
philatelists in Brazil and Argentina. Canada also does
not have a national society as a member of FIPO.

Excepting Cuba, which is a member, SPI remains
the only FIPO member in the western hemisphere!

FIPO regulations require that only a single nation-
al society may become a member. In lieu of this, I
would like to extend an open invitation to our colleagues
both to the north and south to join SPI. While we may
be physically separated by borders and different lan-
guages, there is no reason not to unite ourselves in a
Pan-American confederation of Olympic and sports
philatelists.

For those wishing to join any one of our sister
societies around the world, a complete listing will
appear in our next Membership Handbook to be included
with the March/April issue of the Journal of Sports
Philately.

In keeping with the above theme, a notice has
recently been received from one of the newest member
societies. The Croatian Society of Olympic and Sports
Philately (which goes by the acronym HDOSF) was
formed on May 29, 1993. Their president is Ivan Lack-
ovic. Ivan Libric was elected General Secretary.

They publish a quarterly bulletin called Olymphil.
Their activities have also included the production of 12
illustrated postcards and 14 pictorial postmarks. Inter-
ested collectors may write: Ivan Libric, P.O. Box 483,
41001 Zagreb, Croatia.

We don’t often ‘‘talk’’ computers in JSP, even
though many of us utilize them almost every day.
Perhaps they have become second nature.

Journal of Sports Philately

One facet of computer use that has burst on the
scene in the last year or two is the information super-
highway. The umbrella entity for the exchange of all
this information is called the Internet.

The philatelic press periodically reports on the many
bulletin boards for stamp, and other, collectors acces-
sible through various on-line services such as Prodigy,
America Online, Compuserve, etc. However, these are
but the tip of the information iceberg.

The real action is on the World Wide Web. As its
name implies, this is a worldwide network of com-
puters offering color graphics, text, and sound. Read-
ers may ‘‘browse’’ not only educational materials, but
commercial as well, by using a free downloadable pro-
gram called Mosaic. A similar program, Netscape, also
allows the reader to browse the various offerings.

For the Olympic and sport collector, there are some
valuable resources currently available. These are listed
below along with their World Wide Web ‘‘addresses’’
in italics (which always begin with ‘‘http://*’).

® The 1994 European Track & Field Championships,

Athens, Greece, August 7-14. Complete results are
provided by event and cross-referenced by athletes and

date. Start lists are also provided. Produced by Telecom
Finland. http://www.tele.fi/english/ech94/

® 1994 Olympic Winter Games, Lillehammer, Nor-
way. General information on the Games is provided at
http://ol. oslonett. no/OL/OL94. html. Of more use are the
complete results, statistics, and athlete profiles.
http://www. sun. com/OL/OL94-mirror. html

® 1998 Olympic Winter Games, Nagano, Japan.
General information is available at present.
http://www.linc. or.jp/Nagano/index. html

® infoPost. Offers auction information, sales lists, etc.
for different collectibles, including stamps, coins, and
moneycards (telephone cards). This is a commercial
service with a great deal of other information.
http://www.infopost.com

JSP will continue to report on Internet resources of
value to Olympic and sport collectors.
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1960 Olympic Puzzler Answered

The 1960 Rome Olympic Games souvenir sheet
from Cuba [‘‘Letters’’ column, July/August 1994 issue
of JSP] is part of an ‘‘illegal’’ issue which also includes
another five stamps (two regular mail and three airmail).
I was not aware of the existence of the souvenir sheet!

In the month of March 1960, the Cuban postal
service was about to issue a commemorative set of
stamps for the Rome Olympic Games. This set, which
was not issued until September, consisted of two regular
mail stamps, two airmail stamps, and a souvenir sheet.
During the interim, an Italian company which manufac-
tured philatelic material sent the Cuban postal adminis-
tration a single lot of 6,000 sets of the five Olympic
‘‘labels’’ (the souvenir sheet was not included) at the
symbolic price of US $1.90 for the entire lot.

An explanatory letter accompanying the ‘‘present’’
made an offer to the Cuban Ministerio de Comunicaci-
ones. In exchange for exclusive rights to sell this series
in Italy, France, and Switzerland, the Italian company
would provide the Cubans another 350,000 sets free of
charge.

In the meantime, a certain number of the ‘‘Olym-
pic’’ sets from Cuba appeared in the philatelic market
place. Many requests for information reached the Cuban
postal service, since no official communication from the
Cubans regarding the issuance of this set had ever been
released.

The official reply from the Director General of the
Cuban postal service to the Italian company was dated
June 8, 1960. It expressed surprise and drew attention
to the fact that this was a ‘‘delito previsto y perado por
las leyes de nuestra Republica y la Union Postal Univer-
sal’’ [Editor’s Note: rough translation ‘‘crime punishable
by the laws of our Republic and the Universal Postal
Union’’] and that a legal procedure would be started.
Furthermore, the above mentioned company was invited
to give to the Cuban Embassy in Rome all the remaining
printed material, as well as the original drawings and
cliches. All of this should then have been destroyed in
the presence of Cuba’s official representatives.

The Cuban postal service also sent an official com-
munication to the Universal Postal Union, catalog
editors, and the philatelic press officially denouncing the
unauthorized set of labels. The statement added that a
complaint had been filed with Italian judicial authorities
against the Italian printer.

The 6,000 sets in Cuban hands were burned. A year
later, the person responsible for this ‘‘illegal’’ issue was

2 January/February 1995

sentenced to 1 year and 8 months in jail.

Maurizio Tecardi
Rome, Italy

“0Z 94’ Explained

In a recent JSP article [‘‘Australia’s 1994 Sports
Postal Stationery,’’ September/October 1994] you won-
dered why the 1994 Women’s World Basketball Cham-
pionships was called ‘‘OZ 94.”’

*“OZ’’ is not an acronym at all. It is what Australi-
ans call their country, for short. It is derived from their
pronunciation of the first syllable of their country’s
name. (An Australian, thus, is an ‘‘Ozzie.”’) ‘94’ is,
of course, the year of the event.

I’ve had the pleasure of working with many Austra-
lians in the Oceania Basketball Confederation, and I can
tell you that they love the sport ‘‘Down Under.”’

Michael Alan White
Saipan, Marianas Islands

SPI member George Killian, President of the Interna-
tional Basketball Federation, sent in a similar explana-
tion. Thanks to both gentlemen for their help.

More on Bridge as a Sport

A feature newspaper article by Steve Steinberg in
the Dallas Morning News, August 8, 1994, gives more
support to my position that bridge is truly a sporting
event.

The article is about Bobby Wolff, a fellow Dallasite
and friend, who with another Dallasite, Bob Hamman,
form the generally-recognized #1 duplicate bridge pair
in the world. In addition, Bobby Wolff is the current
president of the World Bridge Federation, so you can
see that anything he would have to say about bridge
would be coming from the top.

Quoting one paragraph from the newspaper article:
‘“ ‘Bridge worldwide is modernizing’ he [Wolff] says.
‘We’re about to join the International Olympic Commit-
tee as a sport. We'd also like to be part of the main
Olympics, because in my opinion, bridge requires as
much endurance as being a corner back in pro football.
You can’t have any lapses in concentration — if you
make a mistake, it’s a touchdown.’ *’

Eugene K. Sanger
Dallas, Texas

Journal of Sports Philately



The 1994 Winter Olympics: Postage
Paid & Business Reply Mail

[The following article is Part III of what was originally
conceived as a two-part series on the Lillehammer
Olympic Winter Games. Part I, ‘‘The 1994 Winter
Olympics Torch Relay,’’ appeared in the July/August
1994 issue. Part II on the ‘‘Postal Activities During The
Games’’ was published in the September/October 1994
issue. ]

by Thomas Lippert

reviously, we have discussed the postal activities

during the Lillehammer Winter Olympic Games.
Now, we shall take a look at philatelic items which are
usually overlooked by most collectors: business reply
mail and similar pieces related to the Games.

Most Olympic philatelists are well informed about
the stamps, cancellations, and post office souvenirs
issued for a particular Games. They receive extensive
publicity in the press, which is undoubtedly why these
philatelic elements are so popular. But where does one
obtain information about special types of stationery
produced by entities associated with the Games? Who
informs us about the various meters with Olympic-
related symbols? On the other hand we shouldn’t be
disappointed, for this gives collectors an opportunity for
continued investigation years after the Games. And let’s

not forget the joy one derives from making such discov-
eries!

To begin this exploration, I would like to present
some interesting covers. The problem first encountered
in classifying this type of postal matter is to decide what
is of interest from an Olympic collector’s point of view.
This is not always a simple decision, as we shall see.

We should first consider material from the philatelic
service (PFT) of the host postal administration, Norway
Post. They advertised their Olympic subscription pro-
gram extensively. One four-page brochure distributed in
Norway included an order blank with the inscription
‘‘Kan sendes ufrankert i Norden. PFT betaler portoen."
The translation is: ‘“You can send this free in Norden
(Nordic countries). The PFT (philatelic service) will pay
the postage.”” The portion on the left of these business
reply coupons publicizes the Olympic stamp program
(Figure 1). I found two such examples during my vari-
ous stays in Norway. On one, Olympic winner Bjorn
Daehlie advocates collecting Olympic stamps. Another
important note: Olympic subscriptions are designated by
a special reference number in the address area — Avtale
nr. 108 000/46 or 108 000 46.

In my opinion, the PFT sales lists with reply cou-
pons attached should also be considered in this category
of business mail. The front of the 1993 Salgsliste (sales
list) includes the Olympic sponsor logo for the Birke-
beiner Lauget of which Norway Post was a part. Even
the older (1992) list bears the insignia of the Birkebein-
er’s predecessor, Olympia Toppen.
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Figure 1. The philatelic service of Norway Post (PFT) used prepaid business reply coupons for subscriptions to its
Olympic philatelic program. The handstamp was applied by the PFT upon arrival at Oslo.
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Figure 3. This ship cancel was applied on the M/F
Knudshoved on route to Denmark. As with the cover in
Figure 2, this qualified as ‘‘Nordic’’ mail.

Figure 2. PFT sales lists were accompanied by business
reply coupons that were prepaid for mailing in the
Nordic countries, including Gedser in Denmark.

FORSTEDAGSBREV

sy
1 dag starter Fakkelstafetten
fra Morgedal til Lillehammer.
Bevar minnene -

ta vare pa frimerkene.

Figure 4. The PFT in Oslo mailed a special promotion for its Torch Relay partner, Televerket, in this handsome first

day cover from Morgedal.
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I received a special cover from the

Leak S I s . PFT in Oslo, first day cancelled in
postkassen. i Norme. Morgedal on November 27, 1993.
Porto er betalt. Adressaten The cover was one of 300,000
vil betale produced for Televerket, a sponsor

LilleRammer 54 prives, partner with Norway Post in the

Olympic Torch Relay (Figure 4).

R R aa e e R ESTIA  SE AREA SR The contents contained an interest-

ing letter from the PFT to Telever-
ket employees offering them the
1994 Olympic Yearbook for 490
NOK. A special gift of two Olym-
pic covers was included in the

for de Olympiske Vinterleker 1994 ?4'){';])‘3'( Sa;:ierservice as it T wenls wovpon: s ad:
V/OLYMPISK Oppeg dressed to the PFT office in Oslo,
SAMLERSERVICE A.S and bore the same contract number
1415 OPPEGARD as the coupon illustrated in Figure

1. An interesting addition to the
order blank portion was the word
““TELE,’’ identifying the coupon as
part of the Televerket campaign.

FK 191 Concurrent with its regular

Figure 5. Postpaid coupons for the Olympic Samlerservice included at least two
varieties. At left, the LOOC'’s candidate logo appears at the bottom. At right,

the final version accompanies the indicium.

The pieces reproduced in this article saw actual
postal duty. Due to a geographical coincidence, I was
able to obtain legitimate cancels on these pieces. Several
times a day, ferries travel between Warnemiinde (the
port city in my hometown of Rostock, Germany) and
Gedser, Denmark (for postal purposes, considered a
Nordic country). As I work in Warnemiinde, it’s no
problem for me to post letters in the ferry’s beautiful
red post boxes instead of the yellow boxes of Deutsche
Poste.

The handling of these business reply coupons var-
ied. Sometimes they were sent through a mail sorting
machine, receiving a machine cancel (it was a wonder
that these large-sized pieces were not damaged by the
automated system). Other times, the coupons were
cancelled in Gedser (Figure 2) or upon the ferry M/F
Knudshoved (Figure 3). Occasionally, neither Danmark
nor Norway postmarked them. The PFT in Oslo was
kind enough to apply their cachet (see the coupon
illustrated in Figure 1) when I requested that the coupon
be returned with my order.

Olympic philatelic subscription
program, the PFT offered a special
philatelic souvenir album through
the Olympisk Samlerservice a.s. in
Oppegard. This collection was
licensed by the Lillehammer Olympic Organizing Com-
mittee (LOOC), and was considerably more expensive
than other postal products. Response to the initial offer-
ing was said to be quite low because of the high price.
Possibly that is why the Samlerservice increased its
advertising campaign. As a result, we have a number of
interesting items.

The special reply coupons for this program
come in at least three varieties, identified by minor
variations of the ‘‘postage free’’ text. In general, the
text translates as: ‘‘Put the reply card into the postbox.
The postage is paid.”’

Unlike the reply coupons for other promotions,
these Samlerservice business reply cards include the
LOOC logo. The earliest card, from 1991, even pro-
vides a short excursion back to the LOOC’s early days.
The logo printed on the card was the first version
designed during Lillehammer’s bid period. Figure 5
reproduces two versions of these reply cards.

The number of Samlerservice varieties increases
when one adds a cover (see JSP Cover illustration) with

[ 1GJENSIDIGE

Postboks 276, 1324 LYSAKER

B/g

Figure 6. Gjensidige, an insurance company supporter for the Games, used the special supporter (Leverander) logo
on their prepaid business envelopes. This is shown in the inset at right.
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Figure 7. NRK ORTO 94 was the Olympic television broadcast corporation. Their unique logo is part of the Olympic
series of designs. Because this cover was mailed to Germany, it required additional postage (meters).
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NRK ORTO 94

Figure 8. Similar to the cover in Figure 7, this NRK ORTO °'94 cover-was mailed at
PROLYMPIA. Addressed to Germany, 1 NOK shouldn’t have been sufficient to pay postage.
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OL-MYNTEN,

SVARSENDING.
Avtalenr 214 000/201.

Postboks 106, 2601 Lillehammer.

Kan sendes
Norge. LOOC

portoen.

Figure 9. The postage paid business reply mail for the Olympic Mint actually included the words ‘‘the LOOC will pay

the postage’’ in its indicium.

a pre-printed simulation of a stamp and wavy-line
machine cancel. The latter includes the word ‘‘Postver-
ket.”’

Continuing, we find covers from the Olympic
‘‘leverander’’ (supporter) Gjensidige, an insurance
society. Some of their agencies used meters with Olym-
pic supporter logos. However, the agency in Lysaker
imprinted their envelopes with the Olympic supporter
logo in the lower right hand corner (Figure 6). A post-
age paid imprint for B-Mail (second class) appears at
top. Interestingly, the information bulletin discussing
postage paid mail notes that this standard indicia was
only used for

organization was 117000/1. The logos on their station-
ery are Olympic even though they may not at first
appear to be so. Figure 7 shows a C-Mail imprinted
envelope franked with postage meter imprints to cover
mailing to Germany.

Another cover from NRK ORTO 94 (Figure 8) was
posted from the PROLYMPIA exhibition as indicated by
the Olympic postmark. While the cover was accepted
with only 1 NOK in additional postage, I doubt whether
this was really correct. The C-Mail postage paid imprint
for bulk mail within Norway wouldn’t have counted for
a single piece mailed by itself to Germany.

C-Mail (bulk

mail). I have
only seen the
B-Mail version.
The contract
number (Till-
atelse Nr.) for
this prepaid
indicia is 129
000/07.

NRK OR-
TO 94 was a
special Olym-
pic corporation
responsible for
television
broadcasting
transmissions.
They utilized at
least three
differently
sized postage
paid covers.
The unique
contract num-

||

Vennligst send meg folgende beker a kr. 480.- (fraktfritt pr. oppkrav)
Please send me the following books ut USD 66 each
(incl. mailing costs).

| copies of Volume I: «Destination Lillehammer» in

" Norwegian  _English — German

copies of Volume {I: «This is Norway» in

C Norwegian [ English

copies of Volume III: «THE OFFICIAL BOOK OF THE

XVII LILLEHAMMER OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES» in

[ONorwegian ~ IEnglish CFrench
Please charge my: Ovisa OAMEX CMaster Card
EREEEEEENEEEEEE SVARSENDING
Card no.: [ [ i ! | | J
i Avtale nr. 126000/80 Pb

Expiry date: Pl
Name: JMSTENERSENS FORLAG AS
Address:

P.B. 2409 Solli

State/County: N-0202 Oslo
Zip code/Country: Phone: Ferge
Signature: Tel: +47 22 55 54 00
Dates Fax: +47 22 55 09 82

.M. Stenersens |
rorag
oelaler

ber for this Figure 10. The Official Report for th

e Games could be ordered directly from the publisher, J.M.

Stenersens, with their own postage paid reply coupon. Note their name in the indicium.
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