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President's Message by Mark Maestrone 

3rd Annual SPI Convention At SESCAL 
A Great Success 

"I'm late, I'm late, I'm late," exclaimed the 
March Hare in The Adventures of Alice in Wonder­
land}. In order to bring you the results of our conven­
tion, we're late too. 

From September 30 through October 2, SPI mem­
bers converged on Los Angeles, California to cele­
brate sports and Olympic philately. The SPI members 
in attendance were not exclusively from the south­
western U.S., as one might expect. Golf mavin, Cora 
Collins, joined us from Virginia, as did volleyball 
enthusiast (and SESCAL '94 chief judge) Jo Bleakley. 
And reflecting our international character, we had two 
overseas members. Jean Pierre Piquot flew in from 
Paris, France. We also had an SPI member attend 
from Korea — Yong-Suk Shin. 

Roughly 25 people attended our general meeting 
on October 1 — nearly twice the number as at our last 
general meeting at World Columbian Stamp Expo in 
1992. Those who couldn't make the meeting did stop 
by the SPI Table during the course of the exhibition. 
Our guest speaker, Dr. Wayne Wilson from the Amat­
eur Athletic Foundation (AAF) of Los Angeles, was 
well-received. He spoke on the wide and varied sports 
and Olympic resources that are available at the AAF. 

SPI exhibitors outdid themselves. Of the nine 
exhibits on view, comprising 48 frames, two were 
brand new: Conrad Klinkner showed his four frames 
on the "Games of the Xth Olympiad, Los Angeles, 
1932." Sherwin Podolsky's exhibit, "The Olympic 
Movement/1936-1944/Special Studies," also made its 
debut at SESCAL. We also had two exhibits from 
overseas: "Association Football" by T.E. Bevan from 
New Zealand, and "Seoul Under the Five Rings" 
from Wei Xu of the People's Republic of China. All 
the exhibits did very well, resulting in two gold, two 
vermeil, two silver and three silver-bronze ... and the 
journal won a vermeil in the literature competition. 

The SPI Best-of-Show award went to Jim Bow­
man's gold medal exhibit "1936 Olympische Spiele," 
although Cora Collins' "The Sport of Golf (the 
other gold) gave Jim a run for his money. Our award 
was donated by Ingrid O'Neil — the miniature Nor­
way Post torch from Lillehammer. You should have 
heard the "oohs and aahs" from the crowd when the 

Jim Bowman with his SPI Best-of-Show award from 
SESCAL. The award, a miniature Lillehammer Olympic 
Torch produced by Norway Post, was donated by Olympic 
memorabilia dealer, Ingrid O'Neil. 

presentation was made at the awards banquet! A full 
account of the awards is presented in Dorothy Weih-
rauch's "Sports & Olympics Exhibits Awards" col­
umn on page 31. Jim Bowman discusses some of the 
exhibits in his column on "Sports and Olympic Ex­
hibiting" in this issue. 

Special thanks are due to a number of people who 
made our convention such a success. First, of course, 
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is the SESCAL 94 committee. They continually mount 
one of the most pleasant and efficient national philatel­
ic shows in the country. 

Another round of applause (yes, applause!) goes 
to the judges. Chief judges Jo Bleakley (philately) and 
Jim Jefferson (literature), along with their teams, did 
an admirable job. And although I wasn't able to attend 
the philatelic critique, I heard that the exhibitors and 
audience in attendance actually congratulated the 
judges for their diligent work! 

Naturally, Dr. Wilson from the AAF deserves 
special mention for giving up his Saturday morning to 
talk to us. I hope more members in the Southern 
California area will now avail themselves of the excel­
lent reference library at the AAF. 

A big "thank you" goes to Ingrid O'Neil for 
donating the wonderful SPI Best-of-Show award. 

Finally, to the unsung SPI volunteers who helped 
out at our table, I offer special thanks by singling 
them out (in alphabetical order): Jim Bowman, Bruce 
Bradley, Albert Hee, Conrad Klinkner, George Rost, 
and Rick Whyte. 

Thus ends another successful and enjoyable SPI 
annual convention. Next year we hope to be back on 
the east coast. 

SPI Director Norman Jacobs has been asked to 
help put together an educational program for school­
children to be utilized in schools prior to the 1996 
Olympic Games, as well as at the Youth area of 
Olymphilex '96. The program will use formal lesson 
plans for teachers, plus games, puzzles, and brief 
stories to help explain the history of the Olympic 
Games and the individual Olympic sports. 

Norm would like to request two things of inter­
ested SPI members. First, if anyone is aware of 
similar materials that have already been prepared, he 
would like to know about them to see if they can be 
adapted for this use. Secondly, he will need expertise 
on many aspects of sports and Olympics themes. In 
particular, the program would like to be able to il­
lustrate the concepts with appropriate stamps. Mem­
bers interested in helping with the project should write 
directly to Norman Jacobs, Jr. at 2712 N. Decatur 
Road, Decatur, GA 30033. 

Our sister society in central Europe, the National 
Association for Olympic and Sports Philately for the 
Czech and Slovak Republics, has announced plans for 
"OLYMPSPORT '95" to be held May 6-8, 1995 in 
Pilsen, Czech Republic. This international exhibition 
of philatelic literature with Olympic and sports themes 
is open to all relevant titles published within the past 
five years. A thematic philatelic exhibition with a 

Dr. Wayne Wilson of the Amateur Athletic Foundation of 
Los Angeles gave a talk on the resources available to sports 
and Olympic philatelists at the AAF Library. 

special class of Olympic and sports exhibits is being 
run concurrently. However, this is only open to Czech 
and Slovak OLYMPSPORT members and to invited 
exhibits from other countries. 

There is no entry fee for literature exhibits. To 
receive a copy of the literature regulations and an 
application, please write to Ing. J. Petrfeek, OLYMP­
SPORT '95, P.O. Box 13, CZ 282 23, Cesky Brod, 
Czech Republic. 

SPI Rapid Notification Service 

Sports Philatelists International's Rapid 
Notification Service for new commemora­
tive postmarks is now in service. Partici­
pants receive timely bulletin's on post­
marks in the United States relating to 
sports and the Olympics. Interested parties 
wishing more information on this service 
should send a SASE to: Mr. William E. 
Fraleigh, RD #3, Box 176, Red Hook, NY 
12571-9418. 
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Olympics • Soccer 
Cycling • Rowing & Sailing 

Motor Sport • Swimming 
Golf • Winter Sport 

etc. etc. etc! 
All are featured in our bi-annual post-bid 

Illustrated Catalogues 
Subscription rate for three editions $10 US. 

Healey & Wise 
PO Box 7, Tadworth, 

Surrey KT20 7QA 
England. 

Tel: + 737 812455 Fax: + 737 814407 

Member: 

S.P.I. (US) I.M.O.S. (Germany) S.O.C. (UK) 
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World Championships of Amateur Baseball 

by Leon Vanverre 

W hat the World Series is to professional baseball, the 
World Championship is to amateur baseball. Every 

two years, the best national team in amateur baseball is 
decided. This article discusses the championships from a 
philatelic point of view. Many stamps and cancels were 
issued for these competitions. 

The first championship was played in England in 1938 
(August 13-19). The final was won by ... England, which 
beat the United States. No philatelic material is known from 
this inaugural world championship competition. 

Havana, Cuba was the site of the second event which 
was held between August 12 and 28, 1939. This time, Cuba 
triumphed over Nicaragua. The United States finished third. 
A slogan machine cancel was used in Cuba to publicize the 
event. The boxed slogan, to the right of the circular date 
stamp, read: "ASISTA SERIE MUNDIAL/ BASEBALL 
AMATEUR/AGOSTO 12 A 27 HABANA." 

Eight countries competed at the seventh championship 
held in Caracas, Venezuela (October 12-November 18, 
1944). Venezuela won over Mexico. 

The 1944 championship was particularly noteworthy, as 
it marked the first time stamps were issued for this event. 
Host country Venezuela released a set of nine values (Scott 
#089-197) on October 12, 1944 — opening day of the 
competition (Figure 1). All values, which range from 5 
centimos to 1.80 bolivars, bear an AEREO (airmail) over­
print in dark carmine. The common design of the stamps 
shows a batter and catcher at home plate. 

In addition, there are numerous varieties to be found in 
the philatelic marketplace. All nine values are known 
imperforate (Figure 2). With the exception of the 1 bolivar, 
partially perforate varieties also exist. The 20 centimos and 
45 centimos (Figure 3) can be found vertically imperforate. 
Illustrated in Figure 4 are a pair of 1.20 bolivars stamps 
horizontally imperforate. 

Major varieties of the AEREO overprint also exist. The 
10 centimos value shows a double AEREO overprint (Fig­
ure 5). [The Scott Catalog notes that the 5 centimos also 
exists with a double overprint.] On other values, the over­
print is inverted, such as on the 1.20 bolivars stamp (Figure 
6), or significantly shifted (Figure 7). 

Finally, multiple impressions are identifiable. The 20 
centimos value in shows a double impression. A particularly 
dramatic triple impression occurred when the 1 bolivar 
stamp was printed on top of the 30 centimos value, which 
in turn was printed over the 5 centimos issue! The AEREO 
overprint is missing on this variety. 

On July 15, 1949, the Nicaraguan post office issued 
two sets of stamps and matching souvenir sheets for the 
10th World Championship of Amateur Baseball. Managua, 
Nicaragua had hosted the competition from November 20 
through December 12, 1948. 

Each of the two sets of stamps consisted of 13 values. 
One set was a regular issue (Scott #717-729); the other was 

Figure 1. The 45 centimos value 
from Venezuela's set of nine stamps 
commemorating the 7th World 
Championship of Amateur Baseball. 
This was the earliest set of stamps 
issued specifically for the competi­
tion. 

Figure 2. All nine values of the Venezuela 
set were also issued imperforate. 

Figure 3. Varieties include vertically imperfor­
ate stamps of all but the 1 bolivar value. Shown 
are the 20 centimos (above) and 45 centimos 
(below) values, partially perforate. 
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Figure 4. Another partially 
imperforate stamp is the 1.20 
bolivar value — imperf hor­
izontally. 

%w^*r^p*ww*^n 

Sl20pr^ 

Figure 5. Varieties of the AEREO overprint, located above 
and to the left of the pitcher's right shoulder, are particul­
arly interesting. A double impression of the overprint is 
evident on the 10 centimos value (above left). The overprint 
is inverted on the 1.20 bolivars value (above right). 

Figure 6. A significantly shifted 
overprint on the 10 centimos value 
is visible above its correct position. 

airmail-inscribed (Scott #C296-308). Perforate souvenir 
sheets of each value containing four stamps and marginal 
inscriptions were also produced. The regular and airmail 
issues reproduce similar designs, however values, stamp 
size and colors are different. 

While every value in both sets of stamps and souvenir 
sheets is inscribed "X Serie Mundial de Base Ball Ama­
teur," only one value of each set depicts the sport of 
baseball. The others illustrate various sports, a proposed 
stadium, and even a scouting theme. Softball is shown on 
one additional value of each set. 

Figure 7 reproduces the baseball souvenir sheet from 
the regular issue, while Figure 8 shows the 30 centavos 
airmail stamp. 

Printer's specimens exist for each of the 26 stamps. 
These are indicated by the inscription "WATERLOW & 
SONS LTD/SPECIMEN" stamped across the face of the 
value (Figure 9). A security punch is also visible at lower 
left. These specimens differ in color from the regular and 
airmail issues. 

All stamps and souvenir sheets exist imperforate as 
well. 

On the same day of issue as the sports stamps, a 5 
centavos obligatory tax stamp (Scott #RA60) in greenish 
blue was released in both sheet and 4-stamp souvenir sheet 
formats. The design of the stamp depicts the proposed 
stadium in Managua, with proceeds from the tax stamp 
going towards its construction. Although the sheet stamps 
do not provide a connection to the World Championship of 
Amateur Baseball, the souvenir sheet does (Figure 10). The 
marginal inscription repeats the slogan from the sports 
souvenir sheets. 

The tax stamp was reprinted in 1952 in magenta (Scott 
#RA61). This time, however, the inscription at the bottom 
of the 1949 issue was eliminated ["Ley de 19 de enero de 
1948" (Law of 19 January 1948)]. Also removed was the 
word "Correos" at upper right. 

Nicaragua repeated as the venue for the next (11th) 
baseball championship in 1950. The competition took place 
from November 15 through December 14. The Cubans beat 
the team from the Dominican Republic in the final game. 

No philatelic material was issued by the host country. 
Japan, however, did create a special cancel for the event 
which was available in two different cities: Koishikawa 
Tokyo, and Nishinomiya (Figure 11). The first day of use 
of these cancels was September 10, 1950. 

Between April 7 and 21, 1961, Costa Rica held the 
15th World Championship. It was won by Cuba over 
Mexico. 

Rather than print new stamps for the occasion, Costa 
Rica overprinted stocks of a 75 centimos pharmaceutical 
stamp (Scott #C255) from its 1956-59 reprint of the 1954 
airmail set dedicated to industries. 

Two stamps were produced from this single value 
(Scott #C314-15), both with identical overprints: "XV 
Campeonato/Mundial de Beisbol/de Aficionados". The 
lowest value, 25 centimos, was created by surcharging the 
original 75 centimos stamp, and then overprinting the above 
text in blue (Figure 12). The higher value retains the 
original 75 centimos designation. The overprint on this 
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Figure 7. Nicaragua's 15 centavos souvenir sheet for the 10th World Championships. 
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Figure 8. The airmail issues 
used a design similar to 
those of the regular issue. 
The stamp format was 
square rather than rectang­
ular. 

Figure 9. Printer's speci­
mens exist for all 26 stamps. 
These are differentiated from 
the issued stamps by color 
as well as ' 'Specimen'' text 
printed diagonally across the 
face of the stamp. A punch 
hole at left is also visible. 

NICARAGUA 

vnovavoiN 

Figure 10. An obligatory fax stamp of 5 centavos was issued on 
the same day as the baseball stamps. The souvenir sheet carried 
wording commemorating the World Championships. 
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Figure 11. The sole philatelic 
item noting the 11th Champ­
ionship was from Japan. The 
cancel at left is from Nishino-
miya. An identical cancel 
was available at Koishikawa 
Tokyo. Both had a first day 
of use of September 10, 
1950. 
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Figure 12. Costa Rica overprinted an existing non-baseball 
stamp as host country for the 15th Championships in 1961. 
Two values were created from this single stamp. The 25 
centimos value (above left) was both overprinted and sur­
charged. The 75 centimos value (above right) was overprint­
ed only. 

stamp is in ultramarine. Both values were released on April 
21 , 1961. The post office used a commemorative first day 
cancel noting the baseball championship. 

The 17th World Championship was held in the Domini­
can Republic from August 15 to 26, 1969. Both the Domin­
ican Republic and Cuba philatelically commemorated the 
event. 

l i m n 
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Figure 13. Cuba celebrated the 1969 Championships 
with a fine baseball action stamp accompanied by a 
label listing team statistics and the final standings of 
the competition. 

The Dominicans issued six stamps (3 regular, 3 air­
mail) on August 15, 1969. Three baseball scenes and three 
stadia are reproduced. The scenes include: Catching a Fly 
Ball (1 centavo-Scott #657); Sliding Into Home (3 centavos-
Scott #659); and a batter, catcher, and umpire (10 centavos 
airmail-Scott #C170). The stadia are: Cibao (2 centavos-
Scott #658) ; Tetelo Vargas (7 centavos airmail-Scott 
#C169); and Quisqueya (1 peso airmail-Scott #C171). 

The first day cancel for the stamps reproduces a base­
ball player at bat, but does not mention the championships. 

Cuba issued what is perhaps the finest baseball stamp 
produced for a world championships (Scott #1432). Show­
ing a player sliding into a base, the stamp also comes with 
an attached label listing team statistics and final standings. 
Diagonally across the stamp is the text "CUBA CAM-
P E O N " (Figure 13). Once again, Cuba had won, this time 
beating the United States. The first day cancel of September 
11, 1969 also commemorates the event. 

Cuba held the 19th Championship from November 21 
through December 4, 1971, this time beating Colombia for 
the title. Two diamond-shaped stamps were issued by Cuba 
(Scott #1654-5). First day covers for the stamps on Novem­
ber 22 bear an appropriately worded cancel noting the 
competition. 

Soon after their victory, Cuba issued a 13 centimos 
stamp (Scott #1667) on December 8, 1971 with text which 
translates as "Wor ld Champions of Amateur Baseball 
1 9 7 1 . " The first day cancel for the stamp is similarly 
worded (Figure 14). 

It was back to Nicaragua for the 20th edition of the 
championships in 1972 (November 15-December 5). Once 
again, Cuba defeated the United States in the final game. 
On December 15, 1972, Cuba issued a 3 centimos stamp 
honoring their champions (Scott #1756). This is one of the 
few stamps depicting an umpire as the dominant design 
element. The first day cancel also commemorates the 
victory. 

Nicaragua also noted the event with a set of four 
stamps (Scott #C835-8) and a souvenir sheet (Scott #C838a) 
issued on May 25, 1973. The common design stamps 
showing a batter have values of 15, 20, and 40 centavos, 
and 10 cordobas. 
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Figure 14. To commemorate their victory at the 1971 
Championships, host Cuba issued a handsome stamp 
and cancel. 
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Figure 16. San Mari­
no's two stamps for 
the 25th Champion­
ships show a player 
and a diamond — 
symbolic of a baseball 
diamond and the 
Diamond Jubilee of 
the competition. 

Figure 15. A souvenir sheet of 4 stamps alternating with labels list the teams 
competing at the 20th Championships in Nicaragua in 1972. 

Figure 17. The first day 
cancel for the San Mar­
ino stamps reproduces 
the logo of the competi­
tion, the letters "MB". 
These stand for Mondi-
ale Baseball (World 
Baseball). 

The souvenir sheet (Figure 15) is particularly beautiful, 
reproducing one of each of the four values (in different 
colors from the sheet stamps). These alternate with five 
labels listing the 24 participating nations (six per label). 

For the 25th Championship in 1978, competition took 
place in three Italian cities (Rimini, Bologna, and Parma) 
during the period August 25 to September 6. 

The Republic of San Marino released two stamps on 
May 30, 1978. The 90 (Figure 16) and 120 lira stamps 
(Scott #924-5) depict a batter and a diamond [Editor's Note: 
this is a clever play on the double meaning of the word 
"diamond." In one sense, it refers to a baseball diamond. 
In another, a 25th anniversary is also known as a diamond 
anniversary.] A related first day cancel reproduces the logo 
of the event (Figure 17). 

On this occasion, Italy produced an unusual philatelic 
item — a "biglietto postale." The imprinted 120 lira stamp 
features a batter (Figure 18). 

The three organizing cities had their own first day 
cancels duplicating the imprinted stamp on the biglietto 
postale. All three cancels are dated August 26, 1978. 

The 26th World Championship was played in Japan 
beginning August 22, 1980. In the final game on September 
5, Cuba defeated South Korea. 

Only one Japanese cancel from the Koishikawa post 
office in Tokyo is known. This postal facility serves the 
Korakuen baseball stadium. 

South Korea hosted the 27th Championship in 1982 
(September 4-18). The host country team triumphed over 
Japan. 

The South Korean post office issued a 60 won stamp 
(Scott #1311), along with an appropriate first day cancella­
tion dated September 4, 1982. 

The competition returned to Cuba in 1984 for the 28th 
edition. Although no stamps were issued, Cuba did provide 
three special cancellations. The AINBA Congress (Inter­
national Association of Amateur Baseball) was commemor­
ated on one cancel, while the other two noted the opening 
day and closing day of the competition. 

The 29th Championship took place-in four cities in The 
Netherlands from July 19-August 2, 1986. The Cuban team 
was again victorious, beating the team from Taiwan. 
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