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President's Message by Mark Maestrone 

3rd International Convention of SPI 
at SESCAL 94 

It's time to mark your calendars for our next SPI 
Convention. From September 30 through October 2, 
1994, the folks at SESCAL, namely the Federated 
Stamp Clubs of Southern California, are playing host 
to our society. SESCAL has long been one of the 
most successful and enjoyable of the World Series of 
Philately national-level exhibitions in the United 
States. 

As always, we would like to present a really fine 
showing of sports and Olympic exhibits. I've mention­
ed this before, but it bears repeating: if you want to 
exhibit at the upcoming Olymphilex 96 in Atlanta 
during the Olympic Games, SESCAL will present an 
excellent opportunity to qualify your exhibit. So 
saying, we have enclosed the SESCAL exhibition 
prospectus and application with this copy of the jour­
nal. Those of you who plan to exhibit should complete 
this form as soon as possible (the deadline is June 15) 
and mail it in to SESCAL. Also, please let me know 
the title of your exhibit and number of frames so that 
I may keep track of our frame count. 

For the rest of you, why not come to the show 
and enjoy the Friday night reception, general meeting 
on Saturday, and the comraderie of your fellow sports 
and Olympic collectors. Elsewhere in this issue are 
further details, including how to reserve your hotel 
reservations. I look forward to seeing you there! 

This issue of the journal is dedicated to the Inter­
national Olympic Committee which celebrates its 
100th anniversary this year. 

Sherwin Podolsky has managed to gather together 
a great deal of information on the 1944 Jubilee cele­
bration in Lausanne, Switzerland. The highlight, of 
course, was a set of three stamps depicting the head 
of Apollo. Sherwin explores the details of this fascina­
ting, yet often overlooked, issue. In addition, a Mob­
ile Post Office (MPO) of the Swiss PTT coordinated 
its activities with the Jubilee organizing committee. 
There were many sporting events that took place 
during the Jubilee, and the MPO was present at many 
of them, providing a special hand cancel. 

We hope these three articles will shed some light 
on this gala event! 

For those looking ahead to future Olympic Games, 
we have some addresses. 

The 2000 Olympic Games will be held in Sydney, 
Australia. The last time the Games went "down 
under" was in 1956 when Melbourne played host. 
Those wishing further information on Sydney's prep­
arations may write to them at: Level 14 The Maritime 
Centre, 207 Kent Street, Sydney NSW, Australia. 
This is actually the Bid Committee's address, but it 
should be current enough to establish contact. 

Even farther ahead are the 2004 Games. The first 
announced bid is from Stockholm, Sweden, site of the 
1912 Olympic Games. Their address is: Stockholm 
2004-kommitteri, Box 7542, 103 93 Stockholm, Swe­
den. 

Thanks to Bill Mallon and the journal he edits 
(Otitis, Aldus, Fortius) for the above information. 
This journal is published three times per year and is 
distributed to all members of the International Society 
of Olympic Historians. Membership in this excellent 
organization is by nomination. Annual membership is 
$15 in the U.S. More information may be obtained by 
contacting Dr. Bill Mallon, 303 Sutherland Court, 
Durham, NC 27712, U.S.A. 

OLYMPHILEX Youth 
Stamp Program 

Olympic and sports stamps are needed for 
packets to be given to youth visitors at 
OLYMPHILEX '96. Please send your stamp 
donations (preferably used and washed) to 
Mrs. Trudy Innes, 14738 Darbydale Blvd., 
Woodbridge, VA 22193, U.S.A. 

Recent Donors 

Joan Bleakley 
Dorothy Weihrauch 
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Letters by Mark Maestrone 

More on the 1993 World University Games 

I read, with interest, your comments in your article on 
page 26 of the January/February issue concerning the 
postmarks used during last summer's World University 
Games, held here in the Buffalo area. I trust you might find 
the following information on cancel variations of interest. 

First of all, you are correct in the fact that there were 
two different cancels available during the Games: the rather 
nondescript pictorial cancel (commonly referred to around 
here as the "torpedo cancel") and the special ring cancel 
(CDS). Both were used interchangeably in many variations 
throughout the event. 

According to David Kornacki, Philatelic Division 
Coordinator at the Buffalo Post Office, the World Games 
Station was a full-service postal facility on site, and both 
cancels were used on mail that was serviced there during 
the Games. As both cancels were of the variable date style, 
one can find any combination of "torpedo" and CDS ring 
cancels for each date between July 8 and 18. There were at 
least a few brave souls who had a single piece canceled 
each day of the event with one, or both, cancels. 

Upon the conclusion of the Games, cancels could still 
be obtained through the Philatelic Division at the Buffalo 
Main Postal Facility. However, while both cancellation 
devices were used, only the 8th and 18th dates were made 
available, to commemorate the opening and closing cere­
monies. In actuality, there were four different devices in 
use: two "torpedoes," and two rings ... each style with 
either the July 8 or 18 dates. 

One other interesting Games collectible was the Univer­
sity Games Postcard Puzzle issued by the U.S. Postal 
Service (Figures 1 and 2). These were available at the 
World Games Station during the Games, as well as at the 
Philatelic Division at the Buffalo Main Postal Facility after 
the Games closed. Many collectors acquired these puzzles, 
affixed World University Games stamps on them, and had 
them cancelled in any one of a number of variations of 
dates and cancels. 

I have also included a photocopy of the hand-colored 
cover I created to commemorate the event (Figure 3). 

Lastly, I am not presently aware of any Canadian 
cancels that commemorated the Games, or the events held 
across the border. 

John T. Slater 
Niagara Falls, NY 

[Thanks, John, for the update. If any of our Canadian 
members have differing information on 1993 World Univer­
sity Games cancels "north of the border," please let your 
editor know.] 

Figure 1. World University Gaines Postcard Puzzle 
produced by the USPS and available both during and 
after the Games. 
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Figure 2. Reverse of the postcard puzzle in Figure 1, 
with both the special CDS and "torpedo" cancels for 
the Games. 
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Figure 3. A hand-colored cacheted cover created by the 
writer, and cancelled with the special Games CDS on 
both the opening and closing days (July 8 and 18). 
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S port has always played an important role in the cultural 
history of mankind. Whether in triumph or failure, the 

athlete is revered for his strength, bravery, and skill. Yet in 
the end, these accomplishments are fleeting, reduced to mere 
marks in the record books. 

F or the fortunate few, their efforts not only endure over 
time, but are self-perpetuating. Such is the case for the 

Baron Pierre de Coubertin and his creation, the Interna­
tional Olympic Committee. 

E very quadrennium, the world gathers at the Olympic 
Games to be awed by the athletic feats of sportsmen and 

women. For over 1,000 years, the Olympic athlete was the 
mortal personification of Apollo's youth and beauty. An 
Olympic Truce of all warfare transferred the arena of com­
petition from the battlefield to the field-of-play. 

I t was the dream of de Coubertin and likeminded sports­
men to resurrect these Games after 1,500 years. On June 

23, 1894, in Paris, the IOC was formed with the mandate to 
conduct a modern Olympic Games in keeping with the orig­
inal Greek spirit. This they accomplished. More difficult, 
though, was reinstituting the Olympic Truce. As a World War 
ravaged Europe, the 1916 Games were cancelled. Again in 
1940 and 1944, the world failed to lay down their arms for 
the Olympic Games. 

T he cities of Lausanne, Switzerland and Paris, France will 
celebrate the centenary of the International Olympic 

Committee and the Olympic Movement on June 23, 1994, just 
as these cities did for the Silver Jubilee in 1944. This issue 
of the journal celebrates this 100th anniversary by looking 
back at the valiant efforts of a wartorn Europe to commemor­
ate the Jubilee fifty years ago. 

• Mark C. Maestrone • 

Journal of Sports Philately January /February 1994 3 



The Olympic Movement 
Endures 

by Sherwin Podolsky 

To understand how the Olympic Movement endured the 
supreme test of World War II, we need to look back to 

1937. Pierre de Fredi, Baron de Coubertin, founder of the 
modern Olympic Games and President of the International 
Olympic Committee from 1896 to 1925 died on September 
2, 1937 during a walk in a Lausanne, Switzerland park. 

He was impressed by the way the Germans had pre­
pared for the Olympic Games in 1936 and believed that the 
Olympic Movement had reached one of its shining mo­
ments. Did he truly believe that peace could be preserved 
by Olympism? In one of his last speeches on the occasion 
of the departure of the Olympic torch from 
Olympia to Berlin, de Coubertin said: 

"We live in somber times; all around us 
unexpected events are happening. And 
while these spread as a fog on the face of 
Europe and that of emerging Asia, it 
seems that humanity finds that the crisis 
which it is debating is, above all, a crisis 
of education. 

"For me, fifty years have passed since 
that day in 1886 when, setting aside all 
personal thought, I pledged my life to the 
preparation of educational reform, con­
vinced that neither political nor social 
stability could be obtained without it. 
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pia under a marble monument commemorating the renewal 
of the Olympic Games (Figure 1). 

Indirect Victim of the War 

While de Coubertin remained active in the Olympic 
Movement until his death, the operation of the IOC had 
long since been turned over to a new president. Since 1925, 
Count Henri de Baillet-Latour of Belgium (Figure 2) con­
tinued his predecessor's strong leadership. However, the 
Olympic Movement once again found itself in mourning 
when, during the night of January 6, 1942, de Baillet-
Latour suffered a heart attack. He was not able to overcome 

the death of his son who was accidentally 
killed in a military training exercise in the 
United States. 

With the aid of the Americans, de Baillet-
Latour succeeded in preventing the Nazis from 
committing outrages in organizing the 1936 
Berlin Olympic Games. The Nazis replaced 
Berlin Olympic Organizing Committee Presi­
dent, Dr. Theodor Lewald (Figure 3), whose 
paternal grandmother was a Jew, with an 
officer of the Wehrmacht, Hans von Tscham-
mer-und-Osten. Count de Baillet-Latour saw to 
it that Lewald was reappointed to his office. 
This gesture placated inflamed U.S. public 
opinion and avoided a boycott of the Games. 

"I am conscious of having fulfilled my 
mission, but not completely. Now, in 
innumerable stadia throughout the world, 
the sounds of muscular joy arise as they 
did formerly from the gymnasiums of 
ancient Greece. No effort, no class, no profession is 
excluded. The cult of re-established athleticism not only 
strengthens the public health, it emits a sort of smiling 
stoicism, itself aiding the individual in his or her resist­
ance to the trials and to the daily (ups and) downs of 
life. 

"Let us congratulate ourselves for such results. How­
ever, everything is not finished. It is necessary that the 
Spirit, when freed of the bonds imposed on it by fanati­
cal specialists, must escape the narrow oppression of 
these exclusive disciplines...The future is for those 
people who dare to change the upbringing of the young 
adult." 

In keeping with his final wishes, Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin's body was buried in the Bois-de-Vaux Cemetery 
in Lausanne, while his heart was interred at Ancient Olym-

Figure 1. The stele at 
Ancient Olympia, 
Greece, under which 
Baron de Coubertin's 
heart is interred. 

The Third President 

Storm clouds were already gathering 
across Europe. Austria and the Czech Sudeten 
had already fallen to Hitler, and there seemed 
no end to his voracious appetite for conquest. 

It was painfully obvious that the 1940 Olympics would not 
be held. And if war broke out, as many expected, it would 
be impossible to predict when the Games would next be 
celebrated. 

Against this backdrop, the IOC conducted its 1939 
session in London with de Baillet-Latour presiding. On the 
recommendation of IOC Vice President J. Sigfrid Edstrom 
of Sweden, the IOC voted to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of the International Olympic Committee and 
the modern Olympic Movement. The 1944 jubilee celebra­
tions would be held at Lausanne in neutral Switzerland. 

Upon the death of Count Henri de Baillet-Latour in 
1942, the IOC presidency passed to Edstrom, a former 
world class sprinter, who had helped organize the enor­
mously successful 1912 Stockholm Olympic Games. He 
was therefore eminently qualified to succeed de Baillet-
Latour. It was not until 1946 that the fOC General Assem­
bly confirmed Edstrom as its third President (Figure 4). 
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Figure 2. Maximum card showing Henri de Baillet-
Latour of Belgium, IOC President from 1925-1942. 

The City of Lausanne 

In the wake of World War I, de Coubertin had moved 
the administrative headquarters of the IOC to Lausanne, 
Switzerland on April 10, 1915. By doing so, he hoped to 
preserve the institution by establishing it in a neutral coun­
try (Figure 5). Prior to. then, de Coubertin carried out all 
the secretarial duties of the IOC from his headquarters in 
Paris. 

Marcel Henninger, President of the Swiss Olympic 
Committee, outlined the reasons for de Coubertin's choice 
of Lausanne: the city's central location (in Europe), a 
modern sports stadium, facilities for conventions, outstand­
ing hotels, and easy access by rail and highway. The city 
donated a lovely mansion in Lausanne, the Villa Mon 
Repos, to house the offices, museum and library of the 
IOC. 

The Olympic Jubilee in Lausanne 

In spite of the war, the city of Lausanne went all out 
in 1944 with a dignified celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of the IOC. However, the international situation hardly lent 
itself to a gala festival. A committee was appointed to take 
charge of planning the celebration. It consisted of Marcel 
Henninger, President of the Swiss Olympic Committee 
(SOC); Dr. Francis Messerli, SOC General Secretary; and 
Albert Mayer, the Swiss IOC member. Surprisingly, the 
city authorities were able to assemble 33 guests from 
various National Olympic Committees on both sides of the 
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Figure 3. Special cancellation showing Dr. Theodor Lewald, German member of the IOC from 
1924-1938, and president of the 1936 Berlin Olympic Organizing Committee. 
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conflict. Yet, there was only one German member of the 
IOC among them. 

As part of the ceremonies, a black marble monument 
was dedicated to the founder of the Games in front of the 
Villa Mon Repos. De Coubertin's words were engraved on 
the monument: "The Olympic movement brings together in 
a radical fashion, all principles contributing to the perfec­
tion of man." In 1944, in a Europe at war, this quotation 
was perhaps Utopian. • 

Figure 4 (at right). Maximum card showing J. 
Sigfrid Edstrom, appointed Acting President of 
the IOC in 1942. Formally elected President in 
1946, serving until 1952. 

Figure 5 (below). 1984 Swiss stamp issued to 
commemorate Lausanne, the Olympic City. 
Registered cover from Olymphilex '85. 
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Figure 1. The 1944 Silver Jubilee of the IOC was celebrated in Lausanne. On the opening day, June 
demonstration of gymnastics took place outside the University at Place de Riponne. 

17, a 

The 1944 Celebration of the 
IOC's Silver Jubilee 

by Sherwin Podolsky 

The Silver Jubilee of the IOC was celebrated with great 
dignity at Lausanne on June 17, 1944 (Figure 1). Due 

to illness, IOC Acting President J. Sigfrid Edstrom could 
not attend. IOC Executive Committee member, Dr. Karl 
Ritter von Halt, was placed in charge of the celebrations. 
Because of the war, only a few of the expected official 
delegations made the trip to Lausanne. IOC members from 
Bulgaria and Switzerland attended. A member of the Hun­
garian National Olympic Committee member arrived after 
the festival. Several representatives of international sports 
federations for hockey, basketball, soccer, rowing and 
athletics participated. 

The widow of the founder, Baroness de Coubertin, 
assisted in the preparations, and was an honored guest 
during the festival (Figure 2). Numerous Swiss sports 
leaders attended, along with other sportsmen from around 
the world. Many of these sportsmen were captured soldiers 
interned in Switzerland, yet they all held one ideal in 

common: respect for the Olympic movement. 
The Swiss Olympic Committee and the city of Laus­

anne shared in the planning of the program of events. The 
opening day of the jubilee, June 17, 1944, began with a 
pilgrimage to the tomb of de Coubertin in the Bois-de-
Vaux Cemetery. A Catholic priest and an archpatriarch of 
the Greek church led prayers in de Coubertin's memory. 

Festivities were held in the beautiful celebration hall of 
the University of Lausanne where, beginning with the 
Olympic Congress of 1913, many Olympic ceremonies had 
taken place. A seminar devoted to the legacy of de Couber­
tin was held in the morning. The official jubilee session of 
the congress was held in the afternoon. 

On behalf of IOC Acting President Edstrom, Albert 
Mayer, the Swiss IOC member, delivered a speech on the 
origins of modern sport, an overview of the Olympic 
Games, and the essential goal of defending amateurism and 
chivalrous spirit (Figure 3). He expressed the IOC's grati­
tude to the Swiss Olympic Committee and the city of 
Lausanne for arranging the celebration. 
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