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President's Message by Mark Maestrone 

Nominations Open For SPI Elections 

Nominations for the officers and board of direc­
tors of SPI are now open. Those members in good 
standing who would like to run for one of these posi­
tions should contact the Nominations Chairman, Mr. 
Bernie McGovern, at 2107 Marianna Street, Tampa, 
FL 33612-7555. 

The offices being contended are: President, Vice-
President, Secretary/Treasurer (combined position), 
and members of the board of directors. 

Do not delay. Nominations must be received by 
April 15, 1994. 

Our auction manager, Glenn Estus, is being over­
whelmed with consignments for the bimonthly SPI 
Auctions. Many consignors are entering material 
which is extremely common and which does not sell. 
In an effort to maintain control, Glenn is asking 
consignors to please group their material into lots with 
minimum bids of at least $1.00. 

As always, please make sure that each lot is 
packaged in a separate envelope or glassine and prop­
erly labeled. Correct descriptions and estimated or 
minimum bids must accompany all material submitted 
to the auction. If this is not done, the lots will not be 
entered and the consignor will be charged for the 
return postage. 

Please help our Auction Manager out by following 
these simple rules! 

Specially cacheted first day covers of the new 
U.S. Winter Olympic stamps are now available. Be 
advised, however, that these were created in very 
limited numbers. Once sold, there will be no more. 

For information on how to place an order, please 
see the advertisement on page 25 of this issue. 

New sport and Olympic philatelic societies seem 
to be springing up around the world, a development 
we applaud! 

The newest addition to our growing family is 
PODIUM, which was founded this past September in 
Argentina. Devoted to sports thematics, the group is 
part of the Argentine Thematic Philately Association. 

PODIUM's goals include membership lists, re­
ports on sports philately from Argentina and its neigh­

bors, new cancellation information, listings of reliable 
thematic dealers, and participation in philatelic exhibi­
tions. 

SPI members wishing to find out more informa­
tion may write to: Mr. Jorge Armando Casalia, PODI­
UM, Casilla de Correo No. 30, Sucursal No. 19, 
(1419) Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

The Board of Directors of SPI is presently ex­
amining a proposal from one our members to provide 
a "Rapid Notification Service" for new cancels, both 
in the U.S. and overseas. Periodically, the operator of 
the service would send out bulletins to subscribers, 
hopefully in sufficient time for them to obtain ex­
amples. The cost would be minimal: likely only 
SASEs would be required. Please let your President 
know your thoughts on this potential new SPI service. 

Johan Jorgen Hoist 
1937-1994 

Johan J. Hoist, Norway's Foreign Mini­
ster and a long time member of SPI, 
passed away on January 13, 1994 at the 
age of 56. The cause of death was a 
stroke. 

Minister Hoist was an outstanding ser­
vant of his country. Before becoming 
Foreign Minister in 1993, he served a 
number of years as the Minister of De­
fense. His most noteworthy achievement 
was the secret talks he led between 
Israel and the PLO which resulted in last 
year's historic peace accord. 

A devoted member of our society, his 
contributions to Olympic philately will be 
sorely missed. Our society's deepest 
condolences are offered to his wife, Mari­
anne, and his children. 
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Letters by Mark Maestrone 

More On The World University Games 

I would like to correct the article presented by Mark 
Maestrone and Bob DuBois titled "Origins of the World 
University Games" which appeared in the July-August 1993 
issue of the Journal of Sports Philately. I am not a special­
ist in the World University Games. Nevertheless, I would 
like to enlarge upon some of the facts culled from two 
excellent sources: First Polish Sports Yearbook (Warsaw, 
1925, in Polish) and an article by noted Italian sports 
philatelist (and SPI member) Luciano Calenda titled "Univ-
ersiade e ... Filatelia" (published in the journal Sport 
Universitario, March 1992, No. 78, in Italian). 

Messrs. Maestrone and DuBois, describing the Univer-
siade, wrote: "As Table 1 indicates, these games have gone 
by different names, which explains the variation in num­
bers." However, does it accurately explain it? 

In the next sentence, the authors relate that "the first 
eight games (1923-1939) were contested under the title 
'International University Games.' They were organized by 
the International Confederation of Students (CIE), . . . " Do 
the authors know that between the first and second games, 
very similar games were organized by the CIE in Warsaw, 
Poland in 1924 and in Prague, Czechoslovakia in 1925? 

In September 1924, Warsaw hosted the llnd Congress 
of the CIE. On that occasion, the International Academic 
Games were organized. Students from Estonia, France, 
Great Britain, New Zealand and Poland competed in five 
sports: athletics (track and field), fencing, rowing, tennis 
and football. Why was there no mention of these games in 
the summary provided in Table 1? Can the authors provide 
more details on the unlisted games and explain why the 
official numbering system does not recognize them? 

In the same article, the chapter on Early Universiade 
Philately must be revised to reflect the postal cancellations 
commemorating the International Academic Games in 
Warsaw in 1924 (Figure 1) and Italy in 1927 (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2. Although a stamp was not issued for the 2nd 
Universiade in Rome, Italy in 1927, a special slogan 
meter does mention the event. 

Both these cancellations are extremely rare and sought after 
by European sports philatelists. Hopefully, American 
collectors will now be interested in them as well. 

For a long time, experts in traditional Polish philately 
were unable to explain the Figure 1 cancellation inscription 
"Congress CIE." Could it have been a political congress? 
Or perhaps a congress for the Salvation Army? Quite by 
accident, the cancel was eventually identified as sports 
related. Today, this is recognized as the most important 
cancel in Polish sports philately; only a few copies on piece 
are known to exist. 

On a more personal note, why was 99.9% of the text 
of "Early Universiade Philately" devoted to labels? 

Dr. Roman Babut 
Warsaw, Poland 

According to a translation of Mr. Calenda's article 
cited in the letter above, ' 'on both occasions [Warsaw, 1924 
and Prague, 1925] there were no 'Games' but just an 
International Soccer Tournament.'' Mr. Calenda makes no 
mention of competitions in track and field, fencing, rowing 
or tennis. Mr. Calenda's list of competitions, which was 

reproduced in our article, did not include the 
Warsaw and Prague soccer tournaments — and 
rightly so. 

Originally, the article "Origins of the World 
University Games'' was conceived as a means of 
explaining the complicated numbering system, 
rather than an in-depth study. Until the 1937 
games in Italy, there were no stamps, only lab­
els ... and two cancellations, as Dr. Babut 
correctly points out. So, it is hardly surprising 
that the bulk of the article discusses labels. 

We do want to thank Dr. Babut, though, for 
bringing these two additional cancellations to 
our attention! 

Figure 1. This scarce Polish sports cancel commemorates the 1924 
CIE Congress in Warsaw. 

Bob DuBois and Mark Maestrone 
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The 1928 Spartakiad: Politics, 
Sport and Philately 

by Vsevolod Furman 

The 1928 Olympic year will go 
down in sports history as a year 

in which sport was employed as a 
political tool. 

As the Winter Olympic Games in 
Saint Moritz, Switzerland neared their 
conclusion, the First International 
Winter Workers' Spartakiad got un­
derway in Oslo (February 17-28). 
Among the participants were 63 Soviet 
athletes competing in skiing, speed 
skating, wrestling and boxing. Yakov 
Melnikov (Russian champion in 1915 
and 1917) was very successful. He set 
new records on the "Bishlet" skating 
rink with times of 17 minutes, 38.7 
seconds in the 10,000 meters and 
8:44.2 in the 5,000. The latter event 
time bettered that of Saint Moritz 
Olympic champion Ivar Ballangrude's 
8:50.5. Melnikov would continue his 
speed skating success with five more 
USSR championships. 

From the philatelic point of view, 
these events can be documented with 
mail postmarked from Oslo on the 
dates of the events. 

In 1928, the headline "proletar­
ian' ' sporting event was the First All-
Union Spartakiad in Moscow. This 
competition, which was announced in 
1926, celebrated the 10th anniversary 
of the October (1917) Bolshevik Rev­
olution as well as the first Soviet five-
year plan. All foreign worker-athletes 
were invited to participate at this 
Spartakiad. 

Construction began on a large 
stadium with a capacity of 36,000 
spectators. Located in the center of 
Moscow's Petrovsky Park, the Dyna­
mo Stadium later received Olympic 
athletes for the 1980 Olympic Games 
after an extensive renovation in 1978-
1979. 

Preparations for the 1928 Spar­
takiad were accompanied by exten­
sive political ballyhoo. The press 
took every opportunity to publicize 
the tenth anniversary of Lenin's 
signing of a decree creating the 
Vsevobuch Universal Military Train­

ing for citizens. Physical development 
played an important role in military 
training, marking the beginning of 
Soviet physical culture. 

The Spartakiad organizing com­
mittee was composed of a number of 
political and state leaders. These 
included A. Enukidze (1877-1937), a 
secretary of the Central Executive 
Committee (TsIK) of the USSR; M. 
Tskhakaya (1865-1950), a member of 
the Transcaucasian Central Executive 
Committee; N. Semashko (1874-
1949), chairman of VSFK — the 
Supreme Soviet of physical training; 
and N. Podvoisky (1880-1948), chief 
of the Universal Military Training. 
The head of the organizing committee 
was Mikhail Kedrov (1879-1941), 
Lenin's and Dzerzhinsky's comrade, 
and a VSNH (Supreme Soviet of the 
National Economy) executive. 

nOTTACCCP-1964, 
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Figure 1. N. Semashko (left, Scott 
#2937) and N. Podvoisky (right, 
Scott #4813), both leading sports 
figures in the USSR, served on the 
1928 AU-Union Spartakiad 
organizing committee. 
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Figure 2. Another Spartakiad organiz­
ing committee member, A. Enukidze, 
was commemorated on a USSR postal 
stationery envelope. 

• All these men are commemorated 
in Soviet philately. Two appear on 
stamps: N. Semashko (Scott #2937 in 
1964) and N. Podvoisky (Scott #4813 
in 1980), reproduced in Figure 1. 
Three others are portrayed on USSR 
postal stationery: A. Enukidze (Figure 
2), M. Tskhakaya, and M. Kedrov 
(Figure 3). 

At its 1927 Congress in Helsinki, 
Lucern Sport International (LSI), a 
rival of Red Sport International, pro­
hibited its members from participating 
in the 1928 AU-Union Spartakiad. 
However, many LSI athletes broke 
ranks and attended the Moscow com­
petition anyway. 

The 1928 Spartakiad opened on 
August 12, closing day of the IXth 
Olympic Games at Amsterdam. Mos­
cow's opening ceremonies were so 
ostentatious that they outshone the 
Olympic fete. 

Some lucky collectors possess 
covers and postcards with the special 
cancellation marks and famous pen­
tagonal Olympic postmark from Am­
sterdam (Figure 4). What is even 
more rare is the round Spartakiad 
cancel dated 12. VIII 1928! The Am­
sterdam postmarks can be found, but 
the Moscow Spartakiad cancel with 
that date is all but invisible. 

So, what happened on that day in 
Moscow? At noon, 25,000 athletes — 
representatives of all the republics of 
the USSR — marched past the Lenin 
Mausoleum in Red Square dressed in 
their bright national costumes. 612 
foreign athletes from 17 countries 
walked with them. The parade was a 
striking and unforgettable show. 
Vladimir Mayakovsky, a romantic 
poet of the revolution, was so im­
pressed by what he saw that he ex­
claimed, "The muscles of factories! 
Go, Spartakiad!" He later wrote a 
long trumpet-rhymed report on the 
parade which was used by the propa­
ganda machine of the Soviet totalitar­
ian regime for many years to come. 

M.I. Kalinin, chairman of the 
Central Executive Committee of the 
USSR, accepted the salute of the 
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Figure 3. M. Kedrov, head of the Spartakiad organizing committee, appears on this postal envelope. 

Figure 4. August 12, 1928 was not only the opening day of the Spartakiad, but .also the 
closing day of the IXth Olympic Games in Amsterdam, as represented by this registered 
cover from Amsterdam to Zurich bearing the well-known pentagonal Olympic cancel. 
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Figure 5. The 50th anniversary of the 1928 Spartakiad was commemorated on this postal envelope sent from 
post office K-600 near Red Square. The date (August 12) and time (noon) coincide exactly with the beginning 
of the Spartakiad parade a half-century earlier. 

parade of athletes. By evening, a 
chorus of many thousand youths join­
ed in, performing the workers' hymn, 
the "International," on the Vorobyev 
Hills (Red Square). The conductor of 
the chorus was the composer himself, 
Pierre Degeyter. 

We shall speak in more detail 
about the Moscow Spartakiad post­
mark a bit later. At this point, it is 
appropriate to discuss and comment 
on the jubilee illustrated stamped 
cover issued in 1978 (Figure 5). The 
cover commemorates the 50th anniver­
sary of the First Ail-Union Spartakiad. 
It saw extensive use, and is therefore 
not particularly rare. However, very 
few copies were sent from the K-600 
post office at noon on August 12, 
1978 (post office K-600 is located at 
the Intourist Hotel on Tverskaya 
Street, just 250 yards from Red 
Square). In this great square in central 
Moscow exactly 50 years earlier, 
columns of parade participants were 
gathering for the 1928 Spartakiad 
parade. 

This philatelic find is an interest­
ing element illustrating the develop­
ment of the theme. The cachet con­
veys additional thematic information. 
The standard bearers at center carry 
banners representing the two oldest 
sports societies in the Soviet Union: 
Central Sport Club of the Armed 
Forces (TsSKA) and Dynamo. Toget­
her, they united officials and service­
men from the totalitarian regime's 
power structure: the Armed Forces, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, and the 
KGB (Committee of State Security). 

Both societies were founded al­
most simultaneously in 1923: Dynamo 
on April 12 and TsSKA on April 29. 

OTPfAMNMU 
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Figure 6. Buryat archery, a sport 
unique to Asia, was demonstrated at 
both the 1928 Spartakiad and 1980 
Moscow Olympics (Scott #2770). 

With vast financial capabilities and the 
patronage of the state's leaders, these 
societies were able to assemble toget­
her the majority of the elite athletes of 
Soviet sport. Postage stamps were 
issued in their honor in 1973 (see 
Scott #4081 on cover in Figure 5), 
along with illustrated stamped envel­
opes. Special cancellations commem­
orating their anniversaries appeared in 
both 1973 and 1983. 

In scope, the 1928 All-Union 
Spartakiad surpassed the Amsterdam 
Olympic Games. 7,125 athletes (some 
sources say 7,248) competed in 21 
sports. In addition to the standard 
disciplines (track and field, Greco-
Roman wrestling, boxing, basketball, 
volleyball, football, tennis, cycling, 
motorcycling, swimming, water polo, 
diving, rowing and folk-rowing, hand­
ball, fencing, gymnastics, weightlifting 
and shooting), the program included 
gorodki (a form of skittles) and mili­
tary hurdles. Yachting events were 
held in the vicinity of Leningrad: at 
Sestroretsk, Razliv and Peterhoff. 
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Demonstration sports such as persh-
ball, Buryat archery and folk dancing 
aroused great interest. 

It is necessary to note some dif­
ferences in certain events that were 
specific to the Spartakiad. For ex­
ample, gymnastics included team 
competition in floor exercises, beam, 
100 meter dash, vaulting and rope 
climb. Another unusual gymnastics 
event was the running high jump. In 
this event, competitors took a long 
run-up to two bars set a certain dis­
tance apart, the object being to clear 
both bars. Following these events, the 
gymnastics competition included exer­
cises on the bars and beam. [Editor's 
Note: although the running high jump 
may have been unique to the Spar­
takiad competition, sprinting and 
climbing events were not. Many gym­
nastics competitions in Europe and the 
United States included these additional 
events until after World War II.] 

The competition in shooting was 
clearly militaristic in nature. The 
sportsmen-sharp shooters fired dummy 
machine guns simulating field condi­
tions. In addition, they had to discern 
between "observer" and "enemy" 
targets which appeared and disappear­
ed on the range. Athletes were scored 
according to their keenness of vision 
and the number of cartridges used in 
hitting the targets. 

The Buryat archery competition is 
quite an exotic sport. It's formal name 
is "surharban." "Sur" refers to the 
target consisting of a sandbag or sack 
of sawdust or grass. Five targets are 
arranged in a square on the ground or 
grass field (one target at each corner, 
plus one in the center). The archers 
stand at a distance of 50 meters from 
the targets. Each shoots 10 arrows in 
turn. Points are earned by hitting the 
"surs": 10 for the center target, and 
fewer points for the corners. The skill 
of this sport is to shoot one's arrow 
with the proper trajectory. An incor­
rect flight path will cause the arrow to 
miss the "sur" or fly over the targets 
entirely. Figure 6 depicts a USSR 
stamp commemorating Buryat archery 
issued in 1963 (Scott #2770). 

Buryat archery may elicit great 
expositions of emotion from the audi­
ence. In one case, a winner, Khai-
yano, was lifted by the spectators and 
carried out of the stadium. The sport 
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Figure 7. Werner Seelenbinder of 
Germany was one of the many not­
able athletes who participated in the 
Spartakiad. His achievements in the 
sport of weightlifting and strong 
stand against fascism are commem­
orated on this 1963 stamp and can­
cel from the German Democratic 
Republic (Scott #B99). 

was one of the demonstration discip­
lines at the 1980 Moscow Olympic 
Games. 

The winners' results at the Spar­
takiad were rather high. In total, 80 
USSR records were set. The Spar­
takiad Prize, which was awarded to 
the best team, went to the athletes 
from Moscow. Ukraine was second, 
and the team from Byelorussia took 
third place. 

Worth noting are the various 
Olympic stars who took part in the 
Spartakiad. A. Lukhayer, a weight-
lifter from Estonia, won a silver 
medal in Amsterdam followed by a 
first place finish at the Spartakiad. 

Finnish athlete, V. Iso-Hollo, a 
future 3,000 meter hurdles champion 
and silver medalist in 10,000 meters 
at the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics, 
was a double winner in Moscow. At 
the Spartakiad, he won both the 3,000 
meter and 5,000 meter runs, with a 
second place finish in the 10,000 
meters. 

Werner Seelenbinder of Germany, 
who would go on to win his wrestling 
weight class at the Berlin Olympic 
Games of 1936, was also present. An 
eyewitness account relates his ability 
to skillfully throw his opponent over­
head, regardless of his position on the 
mat. Seelenbinder is depicted execut­

ing this maneuver on the label attach­
ed to a 1963 German Democratic 
Republic stamp honoring him (Figure 
7). Collectors are likely to be aware 
of special cancellations of the GDR 
commemorating this sportsman and 
anti-fascist whose lucky star in sports 
was in ascendence at the Moscow 
Spartakiad. 

Many participants at the 1928 
Spartakiad achieved fame later in life. 
Sulamyth Messerer, a double Spar­
takiad champion in freestyle swimm­
ing (50 meter and 4 x 100 meter 
relay), became a well known ballet 
dancer and choreographer. 

Vladimir Dyachkov, a Spartakiad 
champion in the high jump, later 
became a coach of V. Brumel. Brum-
el, won an Olympic silver medal at 
Rome in 1960, followed by an Olym­
pic record setting performance in 
Tokyo where he won the gold. 

An all around track and field 
athlete, and a Spartakiad champion in 
the 400 meter hurdles, Valily Polikar-
pov developed a talent for sports arena 
construction. He contributed in design­
ing the Luzhniki Stadium in 1955, as 
well as stadiums in Conakry, Republic 
of Guinea, and Bamako, Mali. 

From the philatelic point of view, 
Valentin Granatkin, a goal keeper for 
the Moscow combined team that won 
first place at the Spartakiad, was most 
fortunate. In due course, Granatkin 
achieved status as a great figure in 
Soviet sport, becoming a vice-presi­
dent of FIFA (Federation Internation­
ale de Football Association) in 1955. 
Following his death in 1979, an inter­
national football tournament was 
established in his name. Initially, this 
was a youth tournament sponsored by 
the newspaper Nedelya (Week). Since 
1988, the competition has been con­
ducted with the patronage of the 
USSR Football Federation. On numer­
ous occasions, special cancellations on 
commemorative postal stationery 
envelopes have been used for the 
tournament (Figure 8). 

As previously mentioned, a spe­
cial hand cancel was created specifi­
cally for the Spartakiad. The cancel 
had a moveable date with text reading 
"Moscow Spartakiad" in Cyrillic 
characters. This postmark was the 
eighth such special hand cancel creat­
ed in the USSR (see JSP cover). 
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Figure 8. Valentin Granatkin, a soccer star at the 1928 Spartakiad and eventually a vice-president of FIFA, 
was posthumously honored with an annual soccer competition in his name. Both the cachet on this 19S8 
postal envelope and the special cancel note the event. 

There is still disagreement over 
the locations at which the cancel was 
used. According to information pub­
lished in the magazine Soviet Collec­
tor (Number 3, 1928), the postmark 
was available at three venues: Tcher-
nyshev's Barracks (residence for 
Soviet participants); Third House of 
the Soviets (foreign delegations and 
teams were accommodated here); and 
Pishchevik (Food Industry Workers) 
Stadium. 

Extensive research by Ya. Bovin, 
M. Levin, V. Yakobe and the author 
yielded the following conclusions and 
suggestions: 

• There were two similar cancelling 
devices created — a primary 
cancel and one for backup. 

• The cancel was not used at the 
venues mentioned above. Mail 
was collected at those locations 
and transported to Moscow's 
General Post Office where pro­
cessing took place with the prim­
ary cancelling device. 

• The backup cancel was seldom 
used. An analysis of the imprints 
of the primary cancel and the 
backup version indicates that the 
text of the latter had thinner char­
acters. 

Infrequent use of the backup 
cancel is confirmed by comparing the 
quantities of each type found in a 
batch of covers. Of the 10 to 12 
covers and postcards examined, only 
one of the Spartakiad cancels had been 
applied by the backup device. Either 
type is far more rare than such well-
known scarce 1912 Olympic cancels 
as the "STOCKHOLM/STADION" 
and "STOCKHOLM/LBR/STAD-
ION" postmarks. 

Illustrated postcards with sport 
motifs were also issued for the All-
Union Spartakiad. While they were 
not postal stationery items, these 
postcards are nevertheless very popu­
lar with collectors. In unused condi­
tion, they are difficult to find — even 
more so with the special Moscow 
Spartakiad cancel. 

The Spartakiad was conducted 
from August 11 through 24, 1928. 
For some reason, the August 22 post­
mark is found more often. It would be 
interesting to know the dates of the 
various sporting events, as they may 
indicate why certain postmarks are 
more prevalent. Unfortunately, I can 
only list a few of them: swimming 
(August 11-17); fencing (August 15-
21); football (August 17-23); and 
weightlifting (August 24-28). 

The closing ceremonies were held 
at the Bolshoi Theater on August 24, 
1928. Ideological propaganda aside, 
the Ail-Union Spartakiad was a great 
sporting event. • 

What's Your Favorite Sport? 

Your editors are looking for 
articles on sports rarely 
covered in these pages. 
Show your knowledge — 
write an article! 
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