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The Czech and Canadian ice hockey teams at the 1924
Winter Olympic Games in Chamonix, France.
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y Mark Maestrone

1994 SPI Elections Just Around The Corner

Once again, the biennial election for SPI's offic-
ers and members of the Board of Directors is coming
up. For the present, we are looking for a volunteer to
serve as the Nominations Chairman. Duties are light:
receiving nominations, checking to determine that
nominees are members in good standing of SPI, and
presenting the slate of candidates. Any member wish-
ing to take on this task should contact the president as
soon as possible.

Nominations are scheduled to open on March 1,
1994, and continue until April 15. The slate of candi-
dates will be announced in the May issue of JSP, with
balloting taking place until July 31, 1994.

We look forward to your participation!

The shake-up at the U.S. Postal Service has left
many of us in the sport and Olympic collecting com-
munity wondering what to expect in the near future.
Will there be U.S. stamps for the Lillehammer Olym-
pic Games? And how about the 1994 World Cup
soccer championships to be held here in the U.S.?

Well, Stamp Collector columnist, Stephen G.
Esrati managed to catch a glimpse of the upcoming
1994 U.S. stamp program. His report, printed in the
November 6 issue of that publication, and summarized
in the November 22 issue of Linn’s Stamp News,
provides good news.

According to Stephen, the USPS will issue three
stamps for the World Cup. Winter sports are also
scheduled to be commemorated, although there is no
indication whether or not they will be Olympic relat-
ed. No further indication is giving as to denomina-
tions, design, or date of issue.

SPI will continue to keep you informed as we
receive additional information.

Elsewhere in this issue, you will find a notice
from the Mask Study Unit of the American Topical
Association. This group is in the process of assemb-
ling and eventually publishing a handbook on cancella-
tions and meter impressions picturing masks. Initially,
I didn’t see the reason for sending an announcement
to SPI. Then I realized that a number of sports have
equipment that includes face masks: a baseball catch-
er’s mask, ice hockey goalie’s mask, recreational
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diving and swimming masks/goggles, and fencing
masks. These are just a few that immediately come to
mind.

So, I encourage members that collect sports whose
participants wear masks to look through their collect-
ions and send in photocopies of their finds.

I recently received a note from Marshall Burde,
Vice President of the San Jose (CA) Stamp Club. He
would like to invite sports and Olympic exhibitors to
enter his club’s annual World Series of Philately
show, Filatelic Fiesta.

Their 1994 show (the 60th!) is scheduled tor
March 26 and 27, 1994. It will be held at the San
Jose Scottish Rite Temple at 2455 Masonic Drive.
Show hours will be from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on
Saturday, and 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.

Marshall assures me that there is still time to enter
exhibits. For an exhibitor prospectus or further infor-
mation, write to Marshall Burde, 1009 E. Capitol
Expressway, #121, San Jose, CA 95121. He may also
be contacted at (408) 227-9419.

In closing this column, I hope everyone had a
pleasant holiday, and I would like to wish each of you
a happy and prosperous (philatelically, and otherwise)
New Year!

OLYMPHILEX Youth
Stamp Program

Olympic and sports stamps are needed for
packets to be given to youth visitors at
OLYMPHILEX '96. Please send your stamp
donations (preferably used and washed) to
Mrs. Trudy Innes, 14738 Darbydale Bivd.,
Woodbridge, VA 22193, U.S.A.

Recent Donors

Robert Du Bois
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Oct. 16, 1981 - Sescal Station
Mar. 26, 1982 - Swepex Sta
Oct. 17, 1982 - Sescal Sta
Jan. 21, 1983 - LAOOC Sta
Apr. 8, 1983 - Stamp Expo
Sep. 10, 1983 - Venpex Sta
Sep. 17, 1983 - Cencopex
Oct. 14, 1983 - Sescal

Oct. 21, 1983 - Philatelic Sho
Jan. 13, 1984 - Orcoexpo
Feb. 3, ;1984 - Vexos Sta
Feb. 12, 1984 - Wis. Rapids
Feb. 12, 1984 - Naxpex

Feb. 18, 1984 - Janesville
Feb. 19, 1984 - Clinpex

Feb. 19, 1984 - Wilpex

Feb. 26, 1984 - Glenpex
Mar. 2, 1984 - Milcopex

s 1984 0LYMPIC 6AMES SPECIAL CANCELS ON COVER =

BELOW ARE LISTED SPECIAL CANCELS USED FOR THE 1984 OLYMPIC GAMES. ALL CANCELLATIONS
WERE USED DURING VARIOUS PHILATELIC SHOWS IN THE U.S. ALL COVERS ARE CACHETED (MOSTLY
JLP CACHETS) AND UNADDRESSED. PRICE 1S $1.50 PER COVER. ORDERS FOR OVER $15.00 TAKE A
10% DISCOUNT, OVER $30.00 TAKE A 25% DISCOUNT. SHIPPING IS $2 PER ORDER IN US.
OVERSEAS ADD 10% FOR SHIPPING. ORDER FROM:
CUSTOM IMPRESSIONS, PO BOX 2286, LA GRANGE, IL 60525-8386

(cancels, black, red, purple,
& blue)

Mar. 3, 1984 - Norpex

Mar. 19, 1984 - Westpex

Mar. 24, 1984 - Parforex

Mar. 31, 1984 Malpex

Mar. 31, 1984 - Delpex

Mar. 31, 1984 - Polpex Stat

Apr. 8, 1984 - Sandical

Apr. 28, 1984 - Okpex

Apr. 28, 1984 - Auspex

Apr. 29, 1984 - Round Up

Apr. 29, 1984 - Stamp Expo

May 5, 1984 - Polapex

May 12, 1984 - Marathon

May 16, 1984 - Oly Torch

May 18, 1984 - Clapex

May 19, 1984 - Scout Show

May 20, 1984 - Lycopex

May 25, 1984 -Compex

Jun. 1, 1984 - LA, CA Host

Jun. 10, 1984 - Louipex

Jun. 10, 1984 - US Oly Box-
ing Trials

Jun.12, 1984 - Stamp Expo

Jun.16, 1984 - Village Stat

Jun. 22, 1984 - Macarthur
Stadium Station

Jul. 20, 1984 - Stamp Expo

Aug. 12, 1984 - IOC Station

Aug. 17, 1984 - Japex Stat

Aug. 22, 1984 - Precancel

Sep. 21, 1984 - Cinpex

Oct. 6, 1984 - Lobex Station

Oct. 19, 1984 - Sescal

Nov. 3, 1984 - Socopex

»> OLYMPICS — LIBERIA — VARIETIES <«
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France and the Olympic Winter Games

- °

by René Christin
translated by Mark Maestrone

[The following article first appeared in
the January 1992 issue of the French
language publication, La Philatélie
Frangaise. 1t is reprinted with the kind
permission of the author.]

n February 1992, Albertville enter-

ed the historical annals of sport by
organizing the XVIth Olympic Winter
Games. This was the third time that
France had offered the entire sports
world the opportunity to garner Olym-
pic laurels; Chamonix in 1924 and
Grenoble in 1968 preceded Albert-
ville. These dates are inseparable in
documenting the birth and develop-
ment of the White Olympics.

When, on June 16, 1894, in the
great amphitheater of the Sorbonne,
Baron Pierre de Coubertin proposed
the restoration of the Olympic Games,
a decision that would profoundly
influence the lives of men in the
century to come, winter sports were
only in their infancy. There was little
or no skiing, but there was figure
skating (first world championship in
1896) and ice hockey (first match in
France in 1894). This late birth of
winter sports in comparison to the
more mature summer disciplines, did
not preclude their Olympic entrance
by the side door! An abortive entry,
incidentally, because if figure skating
had been included in the program of
the First Olympic Games of the mod-
ern era in Athens in 1896, the com-
petition would not have been able to
take place, lacking a skating rink! One
had to wait for the 4th Games in
London in 1908 in order to see a
presentation of Olympic figure skat-
ing. On 29 October 1908, the Olym-
pic titles (men-ladies-pairs) were
awarded before a packed house. But
the Scandinavians feared that including
winter sports in the Olympic Games
would compete with their celebrated
Nordiska Spelen. They therefore refus-
ed to include these disciplines in the
program of the Stockholm Games in
1912. It was not until the Olympic
Games of Antwerp in 1920, that
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Figure 1. An official poster of the Games published by PLM.

another ice sport first appeared, ice
hockey.

The idea for separate games
(winter and summer) progressed. At
the Lausanne Olympic Congress in
1921, Count Clary obtained authoriza-
tion for the VIIth Olympic Games of
Paris in 1924 (Figure 2) to organize
an international winter sports week
(Figure 1). This competition, which
would be conducted from January 24
to February 4, 1924, was entrusted to
Chamonix, at the time the best known

of French winter resorts. This choice
was given official status at the Prague
Olympic Congress in 1925 (Figure 3)
where this week was officially recog-
nized as the First Olympic Winter
Games.

Chamonix carefully moved ahead
with its preparations. Planned con-
struction included an ice skating rink
of three hectares [nearly 7'% acres], a
ski jump and a 1,400 meter long
bobsled run. It all had to be construct-
ed in time! The snow fell in abun-
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Figure 2. The Chamonix Winter Week was organized as part of the VIIIth Olympic
Games of which Paris was the host city. On July 5, 1924, Geo (George?) Andre
administered the Olympic Oath at Colombes Stadium, officially opening the VIIIth
Games.

Ger. Terborgstr. 28 1II,

Amsterdam,
Holland.

Figure 3. The Prague Congress of 1925 officially recognized the Olympic Winter Games as
a separate event, and conferred on Saint Moritz (Switzerland) the right to organize the
Second Olympic Winter Games. Although not mentioned in the Congress Report, it was the
official recognition of the 1st Olympic Winter Games, held at Chamonix in 1924.
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Figure 4. Sonja Henie, a petite, blond, 11-year-old girl, daughter of a world champion Norwegian
cyclist enchanted the public, finishing in 7th place. But her revolutionary style for this period

foretold her future as a triple Olympic Champion (1928, 1932, 1936).

dance from the end of December to
mid-January, but a deep thaw trans-
formed the skating rink into a swamp,
abruptly ruining the preparations of
the organizers. The miracle arrived on
the eve of the inauguration; on Janu-
ary 23, the thermometer plunged. In
the glacial cold on January 24, the
opening ceremonies and the parade of
delegations from 18 nations were held
(there were 300 athletes, of whom 20
were ladies). The entire local popula-
tion was invited to the festival!

The speed skating events opened
the cycle of competitions. Although
the American, Jewtraw, was a sur-
prise winner in the 500 meters, the
expected domination of the Finns in
the long distances was confirmed.
Figure skating offered the only com-
petition for women at the Games. The
Austrian girl, Planckszabo, won the
headline ladies figure skating event.
However, a future great figure skating
star debuted, the 11-year-old Nor-
wegian girl, Sonja Henie (Figure 4).
The pairs event permitted France to
carry away its only medal (bronze)
won by Mlle. Joly and M. Brunet.
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Ice hockey saw the terrific clash
of European and North American
teams which attracted an immense
crowd around the skating rink (Fig-
ures 5 and 6). The Europeans were
crushed and it was left to Canada and
the United States to decide the out-
come in the final. Eagerly contested
before a record crowd, the competi-
tion ended with Canada’s victory.

The queen of events was, along
with hockey, skiing (only Nordic
events, as Alpine skiing did not yet
officially exist). All the world’s “‘jet
set’” were present at Chamonix, and
the battle was rough in the five events
on the program: the ‘‘military”’
course, 50 kilometer [cross-country],
18 kilometer [cross-country], ski
jumping, and the combined. The
skiing competitions permitted the
crowning of the King of the Games in
the person of triple-winner Norwegian
Haug (Figure 7). He won the 50 km
event—of the 33 entrants, the 4 Nor-
wegians took the top four places on a
route comprised of 1,000 meters of
vertical drop! Haug also triumphed in
the 18 km and in the combined.

Swedes and Finns were beaten by
their Scandinavian brother. As for the
other countries, one must search the
bottom of the results list to find a
trace of them. Nordic domination was
so complete.

On February 4, the Games were
concluded with the ski jumping com-
petition. On a clear and sunny day, an
enormous crowd gathered around the
foot of the jump to witness a new
Norwegian triumph. Thams prevailed
with a 49 meter jump ahead of two
fellow-countrymen. One of them,
Haug, added a bronze medal to his
awards list, thereby guaranteeing him
the combined title (18 km plus the ski
jump).[See the Editor’s Note regard-
ing Haug’s victory in the ski jump at
the end of this article.]

Thus ended the Winter Games of
the VIIIth Olympiad. Chamonix laid
the foundation of these first Games,
but their sporting success and popular-
ity were such that official recognition
was granted. Despite Nordic objec-
tions, the 1925 IOC Congress at
Prague named these the First Olympic
Winter Games.
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Figure 6. The U.S. Team was
the only true rival of Canada.
It overwhelmed the French
22-0, in the elimination round,
before yielding in the final.

Figure 5. The Canada-Sweden
match in ice hockey (a semi-
final). Canada continued to
reign as absolute master of
world hockey (their record:
132 wins in 310 matches in
Olympic competition!)

CHAMONIX-MONT'-BLANC, ~ Match ae Hockey.
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Figure 7. The top winner of
the Games was the Norwegian
Haug who was recently honor-
ed in his own country on one
of the pre-Olympic stamps
issued for the Lillechammer
Games of 1994. He won the 50
km in very severe climatic
conditions (wind and cold), in
which 21 of 53 other competit-
ors failed to finish the race!
He next won the 18 km (ahead
of 10 Scandinavians!) and
carried off the combined
jump-cross country with a
bronze in the jump! [See
Editor’s Note at the end of
this article.]
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