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OLYMPHILEX ’96 Secures Financing

Having recently returned from meetings in Atlanta with
the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games (ACOG), I
can now report excellent news. Dr. Jeffrey Babcock,
Director of the Cultural Olympiad, has assured us that the
ACOG will provide all financing for OLYMPHILEX °96.
I don’t need to tell you, my fellow SPI members, what a
relief it was to hear this. The USPS has not been encourag-
ing, of late, on the subject of philatelic exhibition sponsor-
ship. This way, we are no longer dependent on their lar-
gesse to make OLYMPHILEX ’96 a reality.

Another aspect that was discussed was participation of
the Peach State Stamp Show (PSSS). As originally envision-
ed, PSSS was allotted 160 frames for their show. On
further reflection, however, Dr. Babcock felt that PSSS’s
non-sport/Olympic exhibits did not fit into the greater
OLYMPHILEX show. So, though the Georgia Federation
of Stamp Clubs (sponsor of PSSS) won’t be able to hold
their annual show in conjunction with OLYMPHILEX ’96,
we are confident that their members will help to make
OLYMPHILEX a showcase for philately.

Speaking of assistance, I would like to ask all our
members for their cooperation on a very special OLYM-
PHILEX project: the Multi-Media Interactive Olympic
Presentation. The program is described in more detail on
page 19 of this issue of JSP.

In a nutshell, this will be a hands-on computer display
upon which visitors to the exhibition can explore the history
of the Olympics, the athletes, and philately. A great many
Olympic athletes have been immortalized on stamps, either
directly or as models. For those that have been so honored,
we would like to include a scanned image of *‘their’’ stamp
along with their record in the athletes data base portion of
the program. For this, we need to compile a listing of all
known stamps showing Olympians. We hope each member
will review his checklists, collections or exhibits and submit
athletes’ names and corresponding catalog numbers.

My recent pleas for more articles for JSP have gone
largely ignored by the membership. It seems that everyone
is hoping that the ‘‘other guy'* will do the work.

Well, the time has come to stop passing the buck. Your
editor has finally exhausted his backlog of articles. While
this issue is a full 36 pages long, this will be scaled back in
the future if we don’t receive new material.

I know that everyone of you has knowledge to share on
your specialized area of sports collecting or exhibiting. So,
how come we never hear from you? Personally, I like to
learn something about sports that I don’t specifically collect.

So come on folks. Put pen to paper and give us some
articles on what interests you.

Journal of Sports Philately

Over the last year, a number of our foreign members,
especially those in South America, Italy, and Spain, have
notified us that they are not receiving their issues of the
journal.

The cost of mailing ‘‘missing’’ copies, particularly to
foreign members, is prohibitively expensive. The Board of
Directors of SPI have therefore determined that each mem-
ber, whether U.S.-resident or foreign, will be allowed one
replacement issue per year at no cost. Beyond that, a charge
of $2.50 per copy (which includes postage) will be made.
SPI regrets that this is necessary.

For many of you, a dues notice is enclosed with this
issue. Please renew promptly as this saves us much wasted
time and postage on sending out second notices.

And if you feel so inclined, why not renew for two or
more years at a time. That way, you’ll be sure not to miss
an issue!

An 1mportant correction ... in my President’s Message
in the May issue of the journal, I stated that a national
silver would be required to exhibit in the FIP Class at
OLYMPHILEX ’96. Actually, a national vermelil is needed.
But for those of you who have not reached that level by the
time applications go out in 1995, don’t despair. A large
Promotion Class, judged by the same international panel as
the FIP Class, will accept applications from exhibits with
less national exposure.

OLYMPHILEX Youth
Stamp Program

Olympic and sports stamps are needed for
packets to be given to youth visitors at
OLYMPHILEX ’'96. Please send your stamp
donations (preferably used and washed) to
Mrs. Trudy Innes, 14738 Darbydale Blvd.,
Woodbridge, VA 22193, U.S.A.

Recent Donors

Joan Bleakley
Conrad Klinkner
Mark Maestrone
Paul Tissington
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Journey of a Collection

by Sherwin Podolsky

first saw the Dynamite cover when

my friend, James Mason, showed
me his latest acquisitions from a cover
dealer back in the 1960s. He probably
bought it from Albert Gold, a long-
time postal history dealer on the East
Coast.

James and I met in 1956, when I
moved to Los Angeles to live. He was
a bright young deaf man with superb
writing skills. Later he wrote a family
history that reached back to the times
of the American Revolution. He work-
ed as an aerospace engineer and liked
fixing radios.

James quickly shared my enthus-
iasm for philately which I had brought
with me from Chicago, my home
town. We started collecting stamps for
all the Olympiads and then branched
out to covers and labels.

Together we scoured the local
stamp shops, of which there were
plenty then in Southern California. I
married in 1958 and James followed
the institution shortly thereafter. We
kept up our collecting.

The 1960 Winter Olympics at
Squaw Valley, California gave us a

The Dynamite Cover

focal point for our enthusiasm. James
went there. With the help of friends,
his mother-in-law and my guidance,
he amassed a collection of picture
postcards, local stationery envelopes,
slogan cancels, handcancels, meters
(Figure 1) and FDCs. One of his
covers was registered from Olympic
Valley (Figures 2 and 2A), the tem-
porary post office in operation from
December 1, 1959 through March 3,
1960.

We were accumulators at the
time. Requests for cancels were often
duplicated because of the vagaries of
the Post Office. Duplicates that sur-
vived in good condition were later
useful for trading. We also collabor-
ated on printing a vignette (Figure 3).

James built a disorganized collec-
tion from 1896 to the 1960 Winter
Olympics. Our collections were
housed in red or blue Elbe springback
binders. He found an engraved, high
relief metal plate commemorating the
1932 Los Angeles Olympics and
mounted it on the cover of the album
that housed his 1932 cover collection.

We moved to different parts of
Los Angeles and gradually saw less of
each other. In 1977, faced with a

divorce, James consigned his collec-
tion to Peter Kenedi, a local philatelic
auctioneer. [ discovered James’ collec-
tion when I examined the lots before
the sale. The collection was broken
into two or three lots. I could only
afford to buy one of the lots at the
time.

When I came by to pick up my
purchase, the auctioneer told me that
the buyer of another lot wanted to sell
it for the price he paid, $400. Would
I buy the lot from HL, the holder of
the other lot? He had been greatly
distressed with his purchase as he
thought it was a collection of Olympic
stamps from the Sand Dune countries,
which was what he really wanted.

I remembered the lot. It had the
1896 Dynamite cover, a regi.iered
1906 Olympic cover with the 1 drach-
ma stamp, a decent collection of 1932
Olympic covers, a hodgepodge of
mostly common 1936 Germany cov-
ers, a collection of 1956 Italy Winter
Olympic mostly unaddressed favor
covers, and the 1960 Winter Olympic
covers and postcards. I was generally
unimpressed with the lot and felt it
was not worth $400. However, I took
note of HL’s address and telephone.

Looking up towards Papoose Peck from the standing blee-
chers of the Olympic ames area in Squaw Valley, Colifornia.

J. H. MASON
32114 North Spaulding Ave.
. Los Angeles 36, California
k'S — ilex o=

RN § DISTRIBUTED BY RENO NEWS AGENCY, RENO, NEVADA

o =X

STANTON PAPER & FOIL CO., INC. NEW YORK
FOILEX PRINTED IN W. GERMANY

Figure 1. Postcard
with red slogan
meter dated June 8,
1960, Tahoe City,
California. The slo-
gan portion is partly
obscured by the
printed logo, but
reads: Squaw/Valley
(Olympic Rings)
1960. James Mason
returned to Squaw
Valley in June 1960
to obtain this meter.

Journal of Sports Philately
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. 200

Figure 2. Front (above) and back (below) of a postally-correct registered cover from the Olympic Valley branch of
the Tahoe City, California post office. The return address is that of H. Sigurdson, an interpreter for the deaf.

Figure 2A (right). Registry receipt
for the registered letter illustrated
in Figure 2, above.
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Figure 3. A FDC with the official cachet sent to the author by James Mason. The vignette (DuBois #2), tied
by the postmark, was printed in an edition of 1,000 copies, but 500 were lost. A similar cover in the Alevizos
mail bid sale had an opening bid considerably higher than the catalog estimate of $50.

Over the years, I kept thinking of
the Dynamite cover. Details of other
parts of the collection dimmed in my
memory. I asked HL to let me see the
collection and he did. HL did not
want to break up the lot. I was still
not impressed with the value of the
collection and again passed it up.

In 1989, I again wrote HL and he
then asked me how much the collec-
tion was worth. Allowing for infla-
tion, I quoted $750, but told him I
had to see the collection in order to
give a fair estimate. He never con-
tacted me again.

In January 1993, a lot in a Super-
ior Galleries (Beverly Hills) auction
catalog caught my eye. It described a
collection of Olympic covers from
1896 to 1956 and valued at $250 to
$350. A fellow SPI member and I
found each other examining the lot. It
was James Mason’s collection from
the 1977 Peter Kenedi auction ab-
solutely intact in four original red
spring back binders, an envelope of
1960 Winter Olympic covers mounted
on notepaper pages, and the unhoused
accumulation of 1956 Winter Olympic
favor-cancelled cards and a cover.
The lot description erroneously omit-
ted the 1960 Winter Olympic covers.

Journal of Sports Philately

Didn’t Superior know that HL had
paid $400 for the lot many years ago?
Obviously, HL had done nothing with
the collection but store it away intact.
What a shame not to have mounted
and written up the lot.

My bid of $1,050 was placed
through a local auction agent. The lot
sold for $1150, plus the 10% buyer’s
commission, to another buyer, who
was ready to bid ‘‘much, much
more,”” according to the agent. Good-
bye to the Dynamite cover, I thought.
The local SPI member and I who lost
our bids consoled ourselves in the
knowledge that the lot was overpriced.

Then came the April 1, 1993
George Alevizos mail sale catalog and
I was astonished to find the Mason
collection broken up into many lots.
Apparently, Alevizos was the success-
ful bidder on the lot in the Superior
auction. I tallied the estimates and
found they totaled nearly $4,500. I bid
on some lots and later obtained the
opening bids of several lots. They
were well in excess of the estimates.
With the 10% buyer’s commission,
the collection probably realized nearly
$6,000.

I finally focused on two of the
lots: the Dynamite cover and the 1960

Winter Olympic lot containing FDCs,
slogan meters and the registered cover
from Olympic Valley. My bids were
successful. At least I obtained the lots
of greatest interest at a total cost of
less than I had originally bid on the
entire lot when it was listed with
Superior.

Figure 4 shows the Dynamite
cover. It has the Greece 1896 Olym-
pic 25 lepta stamp tied by a socked-
on-the-nose Athens 1 cancel dated
April 2, 1896. I had not realized the
significance of this date prior to my
successful bid. The jet black cancel is
dated on the ninth day of the Olympic
Games. Tarassouleas, in his book,
Olympic Games in Athens 1896-1906,
states that *‘the official announcement
of the winners and the distribution of
prizes in the stadium’’ were to take
place that day. People gathered in the
stadium in the morning, but at 2 p.m.,
a pouring rain fell. The event was
postponed to the next day.

The cover has the printed address
of the Nobel Dynamite Actien Com-
pany in Vienna. At the lower left
corner is the rubberstamp of the Max
Rothschild Company, founded in
1833, in Athens. Mark Maestrone
translates the addressee as ‘‘Stock
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