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It gives me great pleasure to announce that the
Board of Directors of SPI have elected a new Secre-
tary/Treasurer of the Society. Robert L. Mummert of
York, Pennsylvania will take over from Clem Reiss,
effective May 1, 1993. He will be completing Clem’s
term of office which runs through August 31, 1994.

Robert, who specializes in Tennis philately, has
been a member of SPI for a number of years. Profes-
sionally, his background is in accounting and financial
management, and has held treasurer positions with a
number of non-profit organizations.

I hope you will all join me in welcoming Robert
as he settles into his new position.

One aspect of the Secretary/Treasurer’s job is to
maintain the Society’s membership records. With the
last issue of JSP, you will have received the new
1993-1995 Membership Handbook. If you haven’t
done so, please take a few minutes to review the
Membership Directory and Members’ Interests sec-
tions. Corrections to any errors or omissions should
be sent to Robert Mummert.

While OLYMPHILEX °’96 is still three years
away, it’s never too early to begin preparing packets
of stamps for the OLYMPHILEX Youth Program. We
will have a large youth area at the exhibition that will
cater to many budding philatelists during the 16 days
of the Games.

Trudy Innes has generously agreed to coordinate
the Youth Stamp Program. She asks that members
send her sports and Olympic stamps (preferably used
and washed) which she will then sort and pack in
individual glassines.

I would like to encourage everyone, especially our
foreign members, to look through their boxes of
envelope clippings and duplicates. When one considers
that a few thousand packets containing 10 to 12
stamps each will be needed, the numbers add up
quickly. A donation of at least 200 stamps per mem-
ber will go far toward realizing our goals.

Let’s get these young collectors started out on the
right foot by taking a few extra minutes to cull those
stamps that are torn, scuffed, have thins, heavy can-
cels or other defects. Keep in mind the simple maxim:
if you wouldn’t want it in your collection, then don’t
give it to someone else for theirs!

Please send donations to Mrs. Trudy Innes, 14738
Darbydale Blvd., Woodbridge, VA 22193, U.S.A.
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Sorting and soaking all those wonderful extras that
you have accumulated over time is not the most excit-
ing of endeavors, I agree. So think about this while
you’re wrist deep in tepid water: wouldn’t it be great
to really take part in OLYMPHILEX ’96 by exhibit-
ing your specialty!

We have all (including myself) promised ourselves
that we would one day get around to putting that
exhibit together. Well, that time has arrived. Remem-
ber that to be eligible for the FIP Competitive Class,
you must have obtained at least a National level
silver. It will likely take you a few shows to achieve
that first silver, and with the exhibitors’ prospectus
scheduled for release in early 1995 you should start
NOW.

There are many people in the philatelic commun-
ity ready and able to help you achieve this goal. One
of the best resources of information are the members
of the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors.
Their quarterly publication, The Philatelic Exhibitor,
is packed with information that every exhibitor, from
beginning to advanced, should know. They also offer
their members a unique Exhibitor’s Critique Service.

For more information and a membership applica-
tion, please address your requests to the Executive
Secretary, Dr. Russell V. Skavaril, 222 E. Torrence
Road, Columbus, OH 43214.

I don’t want to leave our foreign members out, as
OLYMPHILEX ’96 is for Olympic and sports ex-
hibitors from around the world! If you are considering
exhibiting or want to know how to qualify your ex-
hibit in your own country, please write to your nation-
al philatelic federation for help.

On a more mundane, but no less serious note,
your editor is becoming frantic trying to assemble
enough material for the journal. Frankly, I don’t have
the time, nor the desire, to write every article that
appears in each issue.

Each of you is an “‘expert’ in your own field,
whether it is a specific Olympic Games, a particular
sport or event, or even a theme. If you are unsure on
how to proceed, either myself or one of our team of
editors would be happy to guide you. You might also
consult Sherwin Podolsky’s fine article on page 4 of
your new Membership Handbook on writing for JSP.

Let’s see some new authors come forward and
contribute.
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Although I enjoyed the informative article by Lim Lik
about the bids for the 1998 Commonwealth Games (JSP:
Jan/Feb 1993), I believe he made a mistake when he refer-
red to the earliest Commonwealth Games philatelic items.

He said: ‘“The earliest known postal materials com-
memorating the Commonwealth Games were issued for the
competition in Cardiff, Wales in 1958.”"

The first stamps ever to commemorate the games were
issued in 1958, by Great Britain. However, cancellations
and postal history material exist for some of the previous
games. Special postmarks commemorated the Inter-Empire
Championships held as part of the Festival of Empire at
Crystal Palace, London in 1911. The Commonwealth
Games movement can certainly be traced back to those
competitions.

Also, postal history material exists for the 1950 Auck-
land, New Zealand Commonwealth Games as well as
postmarks. The Canadian Post Office also used a slogan
postmark to publicize the 1954 Games in Vancouver. It is
difficult to find such material, but it does exist.

John Osbourne
Sidcup, Kent, UK

1984 Los Angeles Olympic
Material Wanted

I am looking for all LA ‘84 philatelic
items, including mint stamps, mint/post-
ally used postal stationery, meters and
postmarks on cover or cards. These items
will be for my new collection ‘’From Mos-
cow to Barcelona’’ which | hope to ex-
hibit in the near future.

| am a member of both SPI and ATA,
and can offer PRC philatelic material for
most any topic, or | would be happy to
pay in US$. If you can help, please write
as soon as possible to:

Mr. Wei XU
204-2 Long Kang Bridge
Suzhou 215008
People’s Republic of China

SPORTS TOPICAL METER SLOGANS
BOUGHT AND SOLD

in
NEW YORK STATE

MIWAINE =i

P>

Want lists selicited

METER
B o= A

P.O. Box 30 - Fishkill, NY 12524 - (914) 471-4179

ENGRAVINGS
FRANCE and COLONIES

PROOFS & ESSAYS

We offer, *‘Over 30 YEARS of sales
data for reference and assistance,” in
developing your collection and
lnvestment.

Modern Engravings in New Issue

Available in
Imperf, Deluxe Sheet, Collective Sheet
and Die Proof Only!

Please Check the appropriate varieties
of interest:

____ Artist Drawings ____ Die Proofs
____ Trial Colors ____ wlo seal
____ Printer’s Color Die Proofs __ 1956(9)-1964
____ Piate Proofs 1964 to date
____ Sepia Inspection Sheets ____ Stage Proofs
_ Imperfs

____ Deluxe Sheets
____ Collective Sheets

Other
Name
Address

If you don’t wish to cut your Journal
of Sports Philately, write your inter-
est on a separate piece of paper and
mail to...

E. Joseph McConnell, Inc.
P.O. Box 683, Monroe, New York, 10950
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ATA Sports Checklist Service

Dear Fellow SPI Members,

The following is an updated list of Sport Checklists available from the American Topical
Association (ATA). You need not be a member of ATA to avail yourself of these helpful aids
in assembling your collection; any SPI member may order them. The most recent entry for each
sport is listed first. The number of pages per checklist follows the name of the sport. If you
would like a copy of the checklist for those sports that are of interest, please include 15¢ per
page and a large enough stamped addressed envelope(s)—or 25¢ for my envelopes—along with
sufficient postage. (5 pages = 1 ounce: U.S. mailings @ 29¢ for the first ounce and 23¢ for
each additional ounce; Canada: first ounce @ 40¢ and 23¢ for each additional ounce; Europe,
etc. @ 50¢ each '2 ounce). Your requests should be mailed to me at 15906 Crest Drive,

Woodbridge, VA 22191.
If you are also a member of the American Philatelic Society, I would appreciate your vote
for me as a Director-at-Large in the forthcoming APS elections for the term 1993-1995.

Having served as an APS Vice President for the past two years, I feel very strongly that
philatelic sports collectors should be represented on the APS Board and ask that you elect me
to continue as your spokesman.

Thank you,
(Mrs.) Joan R. Bleakley

Last Sport Last Sport Last Sport
Entry Entry Entry

11Jan92 Archery 7 Pages 14Mar93  Ice Hockey 7 Pages Track & Field Events
09Jul91 Automobiles 31P 21Nov92  Judo 4P

17Dec91 Badminton 2P 21Nov92  Karate 2P 100ct90 Discus 5 Pages
14Mar93  Baseball 8P 13Aug92  Martial Arts 6P 100ct90 Hammer Throw 2P
14Mar93  Basketball 9P* 30Nov91  Motorcycles 10P 100ct90 High Jump 4P
31Mar90  Biathlon 2P* 15Apr92  Mountain Climbing 3P* 100ct90  Hurdles 6P
18Jan91 Bobsled, Luge, etc. 3P 05Jan93 Olympic Mascots 1P 100ct90  Javelin 5P
21Nov92  Bowling 1P 30Jan91 Parachute 3P 100ct90 Long Jump 3P
17Apr92  Boxing 9P 310ct92 Polo 1P 100ct90 Pole Vault 3P
10Apr92 Chess 8P 18Apr92 Roller Skating 1P 100ct90 Relay Race 2P
27Mar92  Cricket 6P 16Jan92 Rowing 4P 100ct90  Running 18P
18Jan92 Diving Competition 3P* 08Aug92  Rugby 2P 100ct90 Shot Put 3P
14Mar93  Fencing 8P 24Nov92  Sailing 8P 100ct90 Triple Jump 1P
14Mar93  Field Hockey 3P 13Mar93  Scuba 5P 100ct90 Walking 1P
11Sep92 Golf 2P 30Nov91  Skating (no Hockey) 8P

20Mar92  Gymnastics, Men 6P 30Mar90  Skiing (no Biathlon) 16P | 20Feb93 Volleyball 5P
20Mar92  Gymnastics, Women 8P 01Mar91  Soccer 28P 18Jan91 Water Polo 1P*
21Nov92  Horse Racing 4P 19Jan91 Swimming 7P* 21Nov92  Water Skiing/Surfing 2P*
100ct88 Hunting & Shooting 6P 18Apr92  Table Tennis 3P 21Nov92  Windsurfing 2P*
03Sep87 Hunting Scenes 2 P 12Mar92  Tennis 10P 19Jan92 Wrestling 7P

* = abbreviated list (no descriptions)

Journal of Sports Philately
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Figure 1a. The first pictorial cancel for Berlin’s 2000 Olympic Games bid. This cover also participated in
a special ““greetings airmail’’ flight to the Olympic city of Barcelona.

Berlin’s Olympic Bid and Its

by Thomas Lippert
edited by Mark Maestrone

here still remains nearly half a

year until the IOC’s decision, in
Monaco, on which city will have the
honor of hosting the first Olympics of
the new millennium. Nevertheless, a
remarkable number of interesting phil-
atelic items have been produced.

Bid Cancels

The first philatelic mention of
Berlin’s candidature was on a pictorial
postmark on June 23, 1991 celebrating
Olympic Day. The inscription on the
cancel reads ‘‘German Bid City Olym-
pia 2000”” (Figure 1la).

For the previous 28 years, Berlin
(actually East Berlin) had conducted a
track and field meet on this day. A
pictorial cancel for the event was a
tradition for East German sports and
Olympic collectors.

4 May/June 1993

Philatelic Campaign

With reunification, the 29th an-
nual Olympic Day celebration became
a united Berlin affair even though the
athletic meet still took place in the
eastern portion of the city. The day
also coincided exactly with the IOC’s
officially designated Olympic Day,
which normally takes place in July.

The design of the cancel surprised
a lot of collectors. The official an-
nouncement designated a post office
in eastern Berlin (O-1058 Berlin 58)
as the source for the cancel. However,
instead of the standard round cancel
used in East Germany, the announce-
ment carried a picture of an oval
cancel typical of those used by the
Deutsche Bundespost in the west
(Figure 1b).

In the end, the Olympic Day can-

cel was moved to a post office in the

western sector of Berlin: W-1000
Berlin 12, the special collector’s
service post office.

A second special cancel dedicated
to the founder of Germany’s Olympic

Movement, Dr. Willibald Gebhardt,
was scheduled for use aleng with the
Olympic Day cancel (Figure 2). In-
stead of moving it to the W-1000
Berlin 12 post office, it remained, as
announced, at the Berlin 58 office.

There is a certain irony in this
philatelic story for this (former East-
ern) German collector, as two parts of
one city that have been separated for
so long finally found a small way of
coming together.

23 -6.1991 is'
-3
XXMISCHE S

s\‘“%

Figure 1b. The cancel in Figure 1a
was to have been used in an eastern
Berlin post office—1058 Berlin 58.
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Figure 2. Dr. Willibald Gebhardt,
commemorated on a second cancel
in June 1991, was the founder of
the German Olympic movement.

These special postmarks created
an opportunity for a special airmail
flight cover to Barcelona, city of the
1992 Olympic Games. The covers
bear an additional cachet in German
which translates as: ‘‘Bid City Ber-
lin/Greetings Air Mail/Olympic City
2000/Barcelona 1992.”" This cachet
was applied in red on covers with the
Olympic Day cancel (Figure la).
Gebhardt-postmarked (Figure 2) cov-
ers have the cachet in blue.

A number of German cities were
candidates to host the yachting com-
petitions for the 2000 Games. Among

them were Kiel (once again a can-
didate after successfully hosting the
1936 and 1972 Olympic yachting ev-
ents), Liibeck/Travemiinde, and Ros-
tock/Warnemiinde. The German na-
tional Olympic committee finally made
its decision on December 12, 1992:
Rostock/Warnemiinde.

As early as the summer of 1991,
Rostock was already promoting its
candidature through philately. HANSE
SAIL ’91, a wonderful regatta of tall
(and not so tall) ships, was the first
attempt to demonstrate the city’s
ability to organize a large sporting
event. Two items of postal stationery
(printed-to-private-order postal cards)
recall these summer days of 1991.
One card carries a sponsor’s advertis-
ing (Rostocker Stadtdruckerei), which
seems to be more important to him
than the event itself (Figure 3). The
cachet in the upper left corner is from
the SS Blue Sirius, one of the ships,
though not really a tall one, that par-
ticipated in the regatta.

This card also illustrates a bit of
interesting postal history regarding the
unification of Germany. For the short
period of time from October 2, 1990
to March 31, 1991, the new federal

states of Germany (i.e. the former
East Germany) were allowed postal
privileges at much reduced rates as
compared with western Germans. This
included a special domestic postcard
rate of 30 pfennigs. Postal stationery
was printed specifically for this use,
of which Figures 3 and 4 are examp-
les.

Once the *‘preferred’’ rate period
expired, an additional 30 pfennigs had
to be added to the card, as shown in
Figure 4. The sender of the Figure 3
postal card failed to do so, and thus
the addressee was assessed a penalty
of 1 mark, 10 pfennigs, as indicated
by the manuscript ‘‘110”’ over the
address.

The Figure 4 printed-to-private-
order postal card, which also pro-
motes Rostock’s candidacy, is one of
175 cards flown on the airship D-
LDFP. The flight lasted 1'% hours,
landing at noon. The card was then
posted with the special HANSE SAIL
cancel, as noted by the ‘“12”’ (noon)
following the date.

The next piece of postal stationery
is very special (Figure 5b). It was
created by the commercial arm of the
Deutsche Bundespost in Wermsdorf.

Absender

9]

ROSTOCK/WARNEMUNDE -
Bewerber um die Olympischen
Segelwettbewerbe 2000

Ihr Ansprechpartner
fiir Drucksachen

]

vom 22. bis 28. Juli 1991

Rostocker Stadtdruckerei
Kropeliner StraBBe 85 - Telefon 36 5297

Figure 3. Rostock began its campaign to secure the yachting events for the 2000 Olympics by
hosting HANSE SAIL ’91. The 30 pf post card rate for eastern Germany had expired; a 1.10
mark penalty was therefore assessed.

Journal of Sports Philately
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Figure 4. A properly franked version of the postal card in Figure 3 (an extra 30 pf was added).
The card was also one of 175 flown on a special airship flight.

Before unification, the Wermsdorf
facility was responsible for producing
stamps and philatelic products for
Deutsche Post (the postal administra-
tion of the former German Democratic
Republic). These export philatelic
items generated much needed hard
currency from the West.

The background of this postal
stationery envelope needs further
explanation. The plain stationery with
the 50 pfennig Deutsche Post stamp
was part of the definitive set issued
July 2, 1990. The first overprint of
the envelope, illustrated in Figure 5a,
was sold at Berlin’s Philatelia '90 in
November 1990.

The overprinted Philatelia 90
envelope was reoverprinted for Phila-
telia ’91; this second version was
never seen during the exhibition. It is
known that the Philatelia *91 envelope
was printed in December 1990 despite
the fact that the Deutsche Post’s re-
sponsibility for printing postal pro-
ducts had ended nearly two months
previously on October 2, 1990!

Under their agreement with the
Deutsche Bundespost, Deutsche Post
was allowed to continue selling their
postal items in the new Federal States

6 May/June 1993

until March 31, 1991, when the postal
rates for all of Germany were standar-
dized. Deutsche Post stamps and
postal stationery could still be used
through December 31, 1991, at which
point they were demonetized. While
the post office could not sell the spe-
cial envelope in Figure 5b during
Philatelia ’91, it should have been
available from philatelic dealers.
There were still approximately six
weeks remaining until this envelope
and all other Deutsche Post materials
were demonetized. To this day, I have
not seen this cover postally used!
OLYMBRIA ’92, an exhibition of
sports and Olympic philately normally
held in the Olympic year, was the
occasion for the issuance of a rather
strange hand cancel. The cancel, from
Leverkusen 1, commemorates the
1936 Olympic Flight, the 1992 Winter
Olympics in Albertville, France, and,
of course, Berlin’s bid for the 2000
Games. Figure 6 shows two versions
of the hand cancel. The original de-
sign, at top, correctly shows the
Olympic Rings suspended between the
two towers of Berlin’s Olympic Stad-
ium. For some unknown reason, the
design that was eventually used, at

bottom, eliminated the Rings! The
result of this stupid change is that the
cancel inaccurately portrays the Olym-
pic Stadium.

\'@ERKUSEN 7.
= &

.

0,

LR IFY)
&
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e lHJSl_,/.(’
Yligy?,

23y, TOUTMPIA-FARRY 1838 "“\;:\é"
%5090 _*

Figure 6. Proposed (above) and
final (below) cancels for OLYM-
BRIA ’92. The proposed version
correctly shows the Olympic Rings
suspended between the towers of the
Berlin Olympic Stadium. These
were removed from the final cancel.
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Figure Sb. Reoverprinted postal stationery envelope illustrated in Figure 5a. Valid for postage for only
6 weeks after Philatelia *91, the author has never seen one postally used.
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Figure 7. FD cover (top) of the 1992 German Sports’ Aid stamp flown on a special Olympic flight to
Albertville. Above is the Winter Olympic receiving cancel.
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Figure 8. ILA ’92 flight cover with cachet promoting Berlin 2000.
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