—

romeor SPORTS
PHILATELY

VOLUME 31 JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1993 NUMBER 3

Sport In Latvian Philately

Aan Jeux Clympiques 1940 via les Pays Batligues 8

To (e Oivmpic-Gager 1940 wia e Balit States. |8

Iy Sen Olympisthen Spizlen 1940 fured ¢e B
Baitisthen laalen

S.L.M Turisma nodaja




CONTENTS

Articles
Sport in Latvian Philately A. Petrevics 3
100 Years of Basketball...and Philately Luciano Calenda 7
Final U.S. Summer Olympic Stamps Issued Mark Maestrone 12
Bidding For The 1998 Commonwealth Games Lim Lik 14
A Moral Victory Produces A Philatelic Response George Killian 19
Olympic Flag Arrives in Georgia Margaret Jones 21

Regular Features & Columns

President’s Message Mark Maestrone 1
Letters Mark Maestrone 2
The Sports Arena Mark Maestrone 23
Book Reviews Sherwin Podolsky 25
On Sports & Olympic Exhibiting James Bowman 26
Reviews of Periodicals Dorothy Weihrauch 30
News of Our Members C.A. Reiss & D. Weihrauch 31
New Stamp Issues Brian Bjorgo 33
Commemorative Sports Cancels Mark Maestrone 36

SPORTS PHILATELISTS INTERNATIONAL

PRESIDENT: Mark C. Maestrone, 2824 Curic Place, San Dicgo, CA 92122
VICE-PRESIDENT: Sherwin D. Podolsky, 16035 Tupper Street, North Hills, CA 91343
SEC.-TREASURER: C.A. Reiss, 322 Riverside Drive, Huron, OH 44839
DIRECTORS: Edward B. Epstein, 570 Fort Washington Avenue, New York, NY 10033

Glenn A. Estus, P.O. Box 451, Westport, NY 12993

Norman F. Jacobs, Jr., 2712 N. Decatur Rd., Decatur, GA 30033

John La Porta, P.O. Box 2286, La Grange, IL 60525

Dorothy E. Weihrauch, P.O. Box 5955, Scotisdale, AZ 85261

Robert E. Wilcock, 24 Hamilton Cres., Brentwood, Essex, CM14 SES, ENGLAND

SPECIAL REP TO ACOG: Norman F. Jacobs, Jr., 2712 N. Decatur Rd., Decatur, GA 30033
AUCTIONS: Glean A. Estus, P.O. Box 451, Westport, NY 12993
MEMBERSHIP: Margaret A. Jones, 3715 Ashford-Dunwoody Road N.E., Atianta, GA 30319
SALES DEPT.: Jack W. Ryan, 140 W. Lafayettc Road, Apt. 3, Medina, OH 44256
Sports Phihlel.im International is an indepmdenl,no&pmﬁtorgminﬁondediened to the study and
collecting of p and related collateral material dealing with sports (including Olympics) and

rec:uuonmdtolhcpmmononofmwrmuond d ding and goodwill through mutual interest in
philately and sports. lh-cuvmamphnnedlndclniedonenﬁmlybyﬂwmpcid,vohmaermiouof
its members. All members in good standing receive the bi-monthly issue of the Journal of Sports Philately.
Annual dues: $10.00 U.S. membership, $15.00 foreign (Surface Mail), $20.00 foreign (Airmail).

JOURNAL of SPORTS PHILATELY

PUBLISHER: John La Porta, P.O. Box 2286, La Grange, IL 60525
EDITOR: Mark C. Maestrone, 2824 Curie Place, San Diego, CA 92122
ASSOCIATE EDITORS: Brian Bjorgo, 3220 Forest Drive, Bremerton, WA 98310

James B . 3459 Township Avenue, Simi Valley, CA 93063

Glenn A. Estus, P.O. Box 451, Westport, NY 12993
Sherwin D. Podolsky, 16035 Tupper Street, Sepulveda, CA 91343
Dorothy E. Weihrauch, P.O. Box 5955, Scottsdale, AZ 85261

AD MANAGER: Mark C. Maestrone, 2824 Curie Place, San Diego, CA 92122
CIRCULATION: C.A. Reiss, 322 Riverside Drive, Huron, OH 44839
PUBLICITY: Glenn A. Estus, P.O. Box 451, Westport, NY 12993
TYPISTS: B. Stahl, B. Tomkins, J. Trgovac, C. Vokoun
ADVERTISING RATES: COVER $35.00; FULL PAGE $32.00; HALF PAGE $17.00; QUARTER PAGE
$10.00. Advance payment for all advertising must mpany copy. Camera ready copy must be supplied
by the advertiser. Publishing deadlines: Jan. 15, Mar. 15, May 15, July 15, Sépt. 15, Nov. IS for the
following issue. Single copy price $2.50 postpaid. APS Affiliate Number 39. ISSN 0447-953X.
The opinions exp d in this p i md:ooeofmemdwnd\ul-uthonmdmcydomwnlympmt
ﬂ)oseoflheednor.ﬂxeofﬁcenofSP!orlhepocmonofSleelfAll log d in this
publication are from Scott’s Standard P Stamp Catalog lmlullpecnﬁcnuymtedolhctwue SPI and JSP

do not g adverti bmncceptcopyingood faith, reserving the right to reject objectionable material.



New Secretary-Treasurer Needed For SPI

After more than a decade of faithful service to
Sports Philatelists International, Clem Reiss has in-
formed me that he wishes to retire from the post of
Secretary-Treasurer (and its associated position on the
Board of Directors of SPI).

Clem has done yeoman’s duty as the hub of the
society by processing membership applications, main-
taining the official records of our organization, and
carefully and conscientiously handling the treasury.
Without his help, SPI would certainly not have func-
tioned as smoothly as it has over the past decade.

As the “‘host’ philatelic society for Olymphilex
’96 in Atlanta, Clem feels that SPI may be taking on
too big a responsibility. Upon receiving his resigna-
tion letter, I spoke with Clem at great length about his
concerns. I assured him that SPI’s involvement with
Olymphilex *96 would be limited to providing volun-
teer help and know-how. In most countries, large
international shows are organized by a national postal
administration. However, in the U.S. this is more
often than not left up to an organizing committee
composed of individual philatelists and philatelic
societies.

In the case of Olymphilex *96, an entirely separate
organizing committee is being constituted with mem-
bers drawn from SPI and other philatelic groups from
around the country. So that no confusion results, the
treasurer of the organizing committee handles all
funds for the show. While a number of SPI Board
Members are also serving on the executive staff and
Board of Directors of the Olymphilex '96 Organizing
Committee, SPI will not in any way incur any liability
for the show, financially or otherwise. Liability in-
surance and bonding premiums for members of the
organizing committee will be borne entirely by the
organizing committee itself.

Unfortunately, my explanation did not satisfy
Clem’s misgivings about SPI's limited involvement. I
must therefore solicit our members for a replacement
to take over as soon as possible.

In a relatively small society as ours, the positions
of Secretary and Treasurer are held concurrently.
Experience has shown that because most income is
generated from memberships, it is far more efficient
to have the Treasurer receive and process all applica-
tions as well (the primary job of the Secretary). In
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summary, the Secretary-Treasurer is responsible for:

1. Processing membership applications.

2. Maintaining membership records on society com-
puter.

3. Providing bimonthly financial statements to the
President, and an annual financial statement at the
end of our fiscal year.

4. Filing any necessary state or federal tax forms.

While it is not necessary for prospective applicants
to be in the accounting field, a working knowledge of
bookkeeping is essential. SPI maintains its member-
ship records on an IBM-compatible computer owned
by the society. The computer will be transferred to
whomever assumes this position. The computer ap-
plication program that we use is First Choice (a very
easy program to learn).

This is an unpaid, volunteer position. Postage,
telephone calls, and photocopying expenses incurred
in performance of the job are reimbursable. Supplies
are also provided.

Prospective applicants should contact the President
with their qualifications.

Each member should have, by now, received an
information packet distributed by Norway Post con-
taining material describing their Olympic Philatelic
Program for Lillehammer *94. The Board of Directors
of SPI felt that this information would be of interest
to many of our members. Norway Post mailed John
La Porta stuffed and already-stamped envelopes to
which John affixed the membership labels (thereby
protecting our mailing list).

We hope that many of you will avail yourselves of
the opportunity to obtain some of the many fine items
being marketed by Norway Post for the 1994 Winter
Olympic Games!

A correction to the annual SPI financial statement
that appeared on page 12 of the November-December
1992 issue of JSP. Calculation errors and the omission
of income from advertising resulted in an inaccurate
Net Income figure for 1991-1992. Our profit was
actually $863.58 rather than the reported $704.99.
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THE PRESIDENT

CHICS LTS TOKTIES

INTERNATIONAL OLymeric COMMITTEE

To : Members of the F.I.P.O.

Lausanne, 30th November 1992
Ref. No. PO/172 /92/msa

Re : FIPO

Dear Sir/Madam,

As you have already learned from the "FIPO-DOCUMENT", from next
year, FIPO is changing its structure; rather than a Federation of individual
members, it will become a true Federation of national sports and Olympic
philately associations.

After ten years of international activity, it is generally acknowledged
that FIPO has attained a prestigious position in the world of philately, and 1
am sure that this prestige will be maintained and even enhanced with the
new structure.

The achievement of that objective has been made possible by the
commitment and support of all of you and the efficiency of the small group of
assistants who have seconded me over these years.

I would like to thank all of you and to express the hope that, in the
context of your national associations - those already in existence and those
which will be created with your help - this cooperation with the International
Olympic Committee and with the new Fédération Internationale de Philatélie
Olympique will be able to continue in the best possible way, in the interests
of the ever greater success of sports and Olympic philately.

Yours sincerely,

Juan Antojio SAMARANCH
Marqués

CHATEAU DE VIDY, CASE POSTALE 356, 1001 LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND

2 January/February
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Sport in Latvian Philately

[The following article first appeared in
Issue Number 30 (June-October 1980)
of the Latvian Collector, the non-
periodical publication of the Latvian
Philatelic Study Group.]

by A. Petrevics

here is, I believe, a parallel be-

tween the development of the
modern sport movement and philately.
Both of these ‘‘hobbies’’ started as
leisure time activities of the privileged
classes in the 19th century.

In Latvia, organized sport began
with the registration of the Riga Turn-
verein (gymnastic) Club in 1862 al-
though sport enthusiasts held meetings
much earlier than this official recogni-
tion. The number of participants and
clubs grew steadily, and by 1900,
there were about 70 clubs. The most
popular sports were cycling, wrest-
ling, weight lifting, track and field,

Olympiad held in Riga.

yachting and soccer.

As sports became socially accep-
table and the modern era Olympic
Games were commenced and held
regularly, sports became more popular
in Russia, of which Latvia was a part.
After a rather poor showing at the

1912 Olympics in Stockhdlm, the
Russians decided to pay more atten-
tion to the preparation of athletes for
the next Olympics which were to be
held in Berlin in 1916. In Stockh6lm
in 1912, Russia ranked 15th of 27
countries participating. Four medals
were won of which one was by a
Latvian and one by an Estonian ath-
lete. National ‘‘Olympiads’’ were
held, the first one in Kiev in 1913 and
the second in Riga in 1914. For the
Riga ‘‘Olympiad,’’ a special com-
memorative seal was printed (Figure
1). Then came World War I with all
its devastation, and sports were for-
gotten until 1920 when Latvia was an
independent nation. Again sport start-
ed from nothing and gradually grew
until by 1939, there were over 160
sport clubs with many sections and
tens of thousands of participants.
Many national and international com-
petitions were held; Latvian athletes

Figure 2. 1940 Olympic Games publicity envelope from the host country, Finland, to Riga.
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Figure 3. "Prepare For The Bicycle Unity Ride 27-28 VIII" (Slogan #20) used from
August 14 - 27, 1938 (14 days).
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Figure 4. "Volunteer Lodgings With The Travel Bureau For Europe’s Skaters"
(Slogan #25) used January 18 - February 3, 1939 (17 days).
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Figure 5. "Prepare For The 4th Unity Ride" (Slogan #40) used July 16 -
August 26, 1939 (40 days).
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Figure 6. "World’s Weight Lifting Championship" (Slogan #45) used September

5 - September 7, 1939 (3 days).
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participated in the Olympic Games
and won awards: in 1932 in Los
Angeles, J. Daligp§ won a silver medal
in the 20 km walk, and in 1936 in
Berlin, A. Bubenko won a bronze
medal in the 50 km walk and wrestler
E. Bietags won a silver medal in his
weight class.

Before World War I, Latvian as
well as athletes from many other
Russian Empire minority nations,
were part of the Russian Olympic
contingent. The same situation existed
after World War II when Latvian
athletes were again part of the Russian
team and competed on its behalf.
They won awards in many fields with
the credit going to Moscow. Perhaps
the best illustration is the career of
Latvian javelin thrower Janis Lusis
who won one each [of] gold, silver
and bronze medals in three consecu-
tive Olympics, and was a world class
athlete who held the world record for
many years. The honors, of course,
go to the Soviet Union rather than to
an independent Latvia.

During the period when Latvia
was an independent country (1918-
1940), Latvian sport progressed stead-
ily and international recognition came
as the reward. Latvia was requested to
arrange European championships in
many fields: 1926 for wrestling, 1937
for basketball, and 1939 for speed
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Figure 7. Rare 1940 Olympic machine cancel in French and
German inviting visitors to the 1940 Games in Helsinki to go "to
the Olympic Games 1940 via Latvia."

skating. During the 1920s and 1930s,
the European ice yachting champion-
ships were regularly held on Lake
Kisezers near Riga, and Latvian com-
petitors won many awards. In 1939,
the world weight lifting championship
was planned in Riga from September
16 to 18. Since Germany attacked
Poland on September 1 of that year,
the competition was cancelled.

Sports did not fare so well in
Latvian philately. During the early
years of independence, the Latvian
post was very reluctant to use stamps
or postal cancellations to commemor-
ate special events. This position did
not change until the late 1930s when
a special Olympic machine cancel was
used for a short time to publicize the
1940 Olympic Games at Helsinki,
Finland (Figure 7). This cancel is
very scarce and much sought by sport
and Olympic specialists.

Besides this cancel, there are
several little known postal handstamps
(Figures 3-6) whose text pertains to
sports. These handstamp markings
were for domestic use with the text in
the Latvian language. They only ap-
pear on foreign mail rarely.

A special multicolored postcard
for the 1939 European speed skating
championships was issued in 1939.
Also, an attractive seal was issued by
the Tourist Office of Latvia for the
1940 Olympics in Helsinki. This seal
shows the Olympic Rings with text in
French, English and German (See
front cover of this issue of JSP). [J
[Editor’s Note: For further informa-
tion on the Latvian 1940 Olympic
machine cancel, see Latvian Collector
issues 25 and 27. Additional details
on Latvian postal handstamps related
to sport may be found in Latvian
Collector issues 12 and 13.]
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100 Years of Basketball

[Part One of Mr. Calenda’s article on the centenary of the
sport of basketball appeared in Volume 30, Number 5
(May/June 1992) of the Journal of Sports Philately.]

by Luciano Calenda

As promised, following is the second, and final, part of
the philatelic story of the worldwide postal issues
celebrating the Centennial of Basketball!

In keeping with the format of my first article, stamps
and postal stationery items are listed first, followed by
commemorative cancellations and, finally, slogan meter
cancels.

New Stamp Issues

We begin with a set of four stamps (Figure 1) issued
by Bulgaria on December 6, 1991. These multi-colored
adhesives follow the path, in progressive fashion, of a
basketball tossed toward (43 and 62 values) and finally
entering the hoop (90 and 1 values).
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Figure 1. Bulgaria’s four stamp set issued in

commemoration of basketball’s 1991 centennial.

Unlike its fellow Central American neighbors, Costa
Rica decided to celebrate this event. However, the postal
authorities didn’t feel that the event was important enough
to justify the issue of a new

stamp. Their solution, there- ;Fgmmzﬁ .
fore, was to overprint a 1987 ;ég;_:g‘;:‘ e
issue commemorating cultural fZ5-2% |
cooperation between Costa EESE% ]
Rica and Liechtenstein. The :5;}1‘";" .81 >
overprint, which is oriented §GOSTA RICA omica)
vertically, reads: Centenario kassssssss 2.
del Baloncesto (Figure 2). Figure 2. Costa Rican

The Philippines produced basketball overprint on a
a souvenir sheet of four 1987 cultural cooperation
stamps for the centennial stamp.
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... and Philately (Part 2)

1891 BASKETBALL CENTENNIAL 1991
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1934 - The Philippines issusd the worldh first

Figure 3. First day cancelled Philippines souvenir
sheet of four. The 6p value (lower left) notes their
1934 issue as the first basketball stamp.

(Figure 3). The 6p value’s inscription touts the fact that in
"1934 - The Philippines issued the world’s first Basketball
stamp.” The other three stamps in the sheet note Dr.
Naismith’s invention of the game, the introduction of
basketball in the Philippines in 1905, and the Professional
Basketball Association (PBA). The same four stamps were
also issued in sheet version. Finally, a 16p imperforate
miniature sheet was produced with simulated perforations.
The African country of Senegal is the final country to
issue a set—and an unusual set it is (Figure 4). The two low
values are readily recognizable, depicting both a male and
female basketball player in action. The third stamp in the
set with a value of 180F portrays a king and queen and is
so inscribed along the lower right edge: "Roi et Reine de
Basket." The final stamp shows a number of trophies,
presumably won by the National Team, against the back-
ground of a lion. Definitely a set out of the ordinary!

January/February 1993 7



e Teevsvesvena sewvws

Vlw MOSEEAFE
DU BAET-8AL

SENEGAL g—
=
iy

—

Seacccstaccnssonaas

U NS UTEsRce T TRTE P PET YT
.

.

.

.

.

.

)

.

.

.

)

.

.

.

.

.

- g .

d .

.
Asssmssasessncsncnsssancnnn
AR A AL A A RE A Al R 4 o o o g o

’
»
14
»
»
»
»
3

basaase

el

Figure 4. An unusual centennial set from Senegal included depictions of the "King and
Queen of Basketball" and a series of, perhaps, national basketball trophies.

Postal Stationery

Readers of part one of my article will remember that I
did not list any postal stationery items. Since then, how-
ever, three interesting basketball centennial items have
surfaced. The first item, from Bulgaria, was issued along
with the set of four stamps discussed above. Figure 5
reproduces a first day cancelled example of this rather
unassuming postal envelope. The official cachet is a stan-
dard pictogram representing two basketball players, while
the first day cancel shows a basketball ready to drop into
the hoop.

The southwest African country of Angola, whose
Olympic team was unlucky enough to face the United
States’ professional players in their opener at Barcelona,

issued two, nearly identical, aerogrammes (Figure 6). One
pays the rate to other African countries while the other is
for mailing overseas. The only difference between the two
is in the color of the lettering—either green or blue. Unfor-
tunately, I don’t know which version pays which rate as the
printed indicia do not indicate the intended destination.

A more unusual postal stationery item is the Canadian
card illustrated in Figure 8. In reality, this is an advertising
card mailed by Canada Post to advertise their upcoming
new issues. This one notes the three stamp set issued
October 25, 1991 and includes a background depicting both
Dr. Naismith and an athletes in action. However, as one
can see, the reverse of the card (Figure 7) includes the
indicium "Mail Poste" which confirms it as a piece of
"official service" stationery.
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Figure 5. Postal stationery items for basketball’s centennial have not been numerous, however Bulgaria did
produce this postal envelope with a pictogram portraying basketball players.
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