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President's Message by Mark C. Maestrone 

A Lack of Philatelic Awareness 

Jack Treutle, an SPI member residing in West Virginia, 
was the anonymous contributor of information about the 
U.S. White Water Canoe & Kayak Olympic Trials reported 
in The Sports Arena column in the July/August 1992 issue 
of JSP. A recent letter from Jack, which is reproduced in 
this month's Letters column on page 2, reported an unfort­
unate occurrence with regard to the cancel. 

In short, Jack had prepared the design for a special 
handcancel to commemorate the trials which were to be 
held near McHenry, MD. Approval was granted by the 
local USPS office, and the applications completed. How­
ever, the local postmaster recommended that the application 
and artwork be mailed to the USPS's Baltimore processing 
center by the sponsor of the event. The only action required 
of the sponsor was a signature. Unfortunately, the sponsor­
ing committee, in their ignorance over what all this was 
about, never bothered to mail in the materials. The deadline 
for the submission passed, and the cancel was never pro­
duced. 

The moral of this sad story is simple: never underesti­
mate the lack of philatelic awareness of the non-philatelic 
public. 

Our European colleagues seem to have far less trouble 
in having special sporting events commemorated on cancels. 
Every year, I receive numerous examples on cover from 
our foreign SPI members, especially from Germany. Over 
the years, these collectors have taken on the task of es­
tablishing working relationships not only with their own 
postal administrations, but also with the various sporting or­
ganizations in their own country. These sports administrat­
ors, organizers, and sponsors have been educated to the 
benefits of publicizing their sports and events at little or no 
cost. A slogan die for a Pitney-Bowes meter machine is 
under $50 here in the U.S. A commemorative cancel for an 
event is virtually free. 

So, how can we as sport and Olympic philatelists 
reverse this trend? We need to make a concerted effort to 
"talk" with the publicity departments of our national sports 
federations. When a venue is selected for an important 
national or international competition, and each of us usually 
keeps track of this information for our own sports, contact 
the organizing committee and acquaint them with the bene­
fits that will accrue from introducing an advertising slug 
into their meter machines and providing a special cancel for 
their event. 

Pages 15 and 16 of your 1991-1993 SPI Membership 
Handbook lists all the national sports governing bodies in 
the U.S. A total of 40 sports federations are listed: seven 
for winter sports and 33 for summer. 

Now that the 1992 Games are over, I would like to 
issue a challenge to all our members. During the next 
quadrennium, I would like to see: 

• Every one of these 40 sports federations contacted with 
information on how to obtain advertising slugs for their 
meter machines (an information letter has already been 
prepared for this purpose and is available from me for 
a self-addressed stamped envelope); and 

• at least one major national or international event for 
each sport commemorated with a special handcancel. 

I am more than willing to serve as a clearing house for 
the information. Let me know which sports federation you 
are "adopting," and don't forget to submit copies of your 
successes for publication in JSP\ Certainly, I would wel­
come your comments and suggestions on how to improve 
this program. 

OLYMPHILEX '96 

Despite what many of you have undoubtedly read in 
your July 27, 1992 issue of Linn's Stamp News, the decis­
ion by the new Postmaster General, Marvin T. Runyon, Jr., 
not to renew the USPS's Olympic Sponsorship for 1996 is 
in no way a "death knell" for OLYMPHILEX '96. In fact, 
I expect that they will be much more receptive to the idea 
of funding the show. For a fraction of what they would 
spend on Worldwide Sponsorship, they can target a specific 
group of people (we sport and Olympic philatelists), while 
participating fully in the Olympic experience. 

I fully anticipate a successful outcome this fall when I 
present our budget outline and requirements to the USPS. 
And if they are not as generous as we would like them to 
be, then outside sponsorship will not be out of the question. 

So until you hear otherwise, SPI will continue as 
Exhibition Managers for what will be the best Olympic and 
Sport Philatelic Exhibition ever held—OLYMPHILEX '96! 

I would also like to thank all of you who have mailed 
in your questionnaires that were included in the last issue of 
JSP. Your names and volunteer information are being held 
on a computer data base. Within the next three months, we 
will be contacting each of you with more detailed informa­
tion. In the meantime, keep working on those exhibits. And 
if you haven't started on one, there's no time like the 
present. Let's have good U.S. representation in '96! 
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Letters by Mark C. Maestrone 

Cricket at the 
Olympics? 

At the recent SPI General Meeting on 30 May 1992 at 
the World Columbian Stamp Expo '92 in Chicago, it was 
suggested that the game of cricket was an Olympic Sport at 
the turn of the century. 

Details of this would be appreciated. 

Peter N. Street 
1830 Wellesley Commons 

Indianapolis, IN 46219, U.S.A. 

Sports-Related Provisionals 
From the Former USSR 

The breakup of the USSR is creating philatelic items of 
potential interest to topical collectors. In the Baltic Repub­
lics, provisional postal stationery is made by handstamping 
any USSR items on hand; many of these were sports-re­
lated (Figure 1). These are not expensive (around $3 each), 
but are likely to be extremely difficult to find in the future. 
Now is a good time to keep your eyes peeled for items 
related to the sports you collect! For myself, I am delighted 
to have found two women's gymnastics items, locally used 
in Estonia. 

Richard Scott 
Orlando, Florida 
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Figure 1. Women's gymnastics postal stationery from 
the former USSR with a boxed provisional postage paid 
handstamp from Estonia. This envelope was mailed 
from Aste, Estonia, March 17, 1992. 

WCSE Society Frame 
Thank You 

I would like to thank all those people who contributed 
material for the SPI Society Frame that we provided at the 
World Columbian Stamp Expo '92 this past May in Chica­
go. These include Larry Moriarty, Mark Maestrone, Clem 
Reiss, Morris Rosen, Peter Street, and Dorothy Weihrauch. 

Glenn Estus 
Westport, NY 

[And many thanks to Glenn for taking on this task.] 

Too Many Cooks 
Spoiled The Broth 

Regarding the commemorative handcancel for the U.S. 
White Water Canoe & Kayak Olympic Trials reported on 
in the July/August 1992 issue of JSP [The Sports Arena, 
page 22]. The effort was totally prepared and should have 
been finalized. The local postal authority approved and felt 
that they should have concurrence with the sponsoring 
committee. The request had only to be accepted and placed 
in the mail to USPS for acceptance. The sponsors, Grette 
Community College in McHenry, MD, gave the request to 
a committee—a committee that did not fully understand or 
have the knowledgeable foresight to process [it] at once. 
Time is always of the essence. No action by said persons/or 
committee let the project evaporate amid the lack of proper 
handling. All they had to do was mail the "addressed" 
request to [the USPS Office of] Merchandise and Promotion 
in Baltimore, MD who awaited the forms and artwork. It 
is a sad commentary that those who are not philatelically 
aware can sink the ship because of lack of necessary action 
and failure to follow outlined and detailed instructions. 
Time is the enemy, but when they do not react for whatever 
reason, we lose. The loss is discouraging. I spent six 
months and monumental hours getting art work, etc. They 
did not even send it back when they said they would. Oh 
well, I wonder if it's worth trying again. We will never 
have another Olympic event in Western Maryland. 

Jack R. Treutle 
Keyser, WV 

[See President's Message for further thoughts.] 

WANTED: Olympic machine cancels from all 
countries; skiing, bobsled and luge material; and 
FRAMAS from any country. Glenn A. Estus, P.O. 
Box 451, Westport, NY 12993, U.S.A. 
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Soviet Union Sports 

A Splendid Issue 
J?nr An Ahnrfprl 

Spartakiade 

by Vsevolod Furman 

edited by Mark Maestrone 
& Sherwin Podolsky 

Not a single generation has passed 
that philatelists haven't conject­

ured over the circumstances surround­
ing the issuance of the U.S.S.R.'s 
first set of sports stamps commemor­
ating the World Spartakiade. The 
stamps are bold and colorful.1 Figure 
1 (on the cover of this issue of JSP) 
shows the issued set, cancelled to 
order. It took a great deal of time and 
effort for the author to trace the phila­
telic path of these mysterious stamps. 

The World Spartakiade 

A "World Spartakiade" athletic 
event was first discussed at the IVth 
Congress (August 23-28, 1928) of Red 
Sport International (RSI).2 The Cong­
ress decided to hold, in the near fu­
ture, "the First World Spartakiade in 
the capital of the first workers' and 
peasants' state in the world." 

Within two years, the RSI Execu­
tive Committee passed a resolution to 
hold an international Spartakiade in 
the summer of 1931 at Berlin "as a 
first step on the path to a world com­
petition." The festival was timed to 
occur within the period of the then-
current 5-year plan. 

On September 23, 1931, the 
Presidium of the Central Executive 
Committee of the U.S.S.R. approved 
the resolution of the All-Union Coun­
cil On Physical Culture (Protocol No. 
17) to hold the World Spartakiade 
from August 6-18, 1933, at Moscow. 
More than 50,000 athletes were ex­
pected to participate, 5,000 from 37 
foreign countries. 

The preparatory period formally 
commenced in June 1932 at the RSI 
Methodical and Technical Conference, 
even though the practical work (de­
signing the central stadium near the 
Izmailovo Zoo, reconstitution of the 
sports movement and advertising) had 
long since gotten under way. 

As a result of the initiative of Ivan 
Zholdak, a former RSI Secretary, the 
All-Union Council On Physical Cul­
ture made a proposal to the RSI Coun­
cil On Rendering Assistance To Postal 
Stamp Issuance (a social organization) 
under the Postal-Newspaper Depart­
ment of the U.S.S.R. People's Com­
missariat On Communication for 
issuing a commemorative set of 
stamps. This offer was accepted. 
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Text on Reverse 

Workers! 
Go into phy­
sical training, 
take the test 
quotas for badge 
"Ready for Labor 
and Defence". 

2 million 
workers should 

pass the test 
quotas for badge 

"Ready for Labor 
and Defence" before 

the World Spartakiade. 

Figure 2. One of two postal stationery envelopes issued to publicize the World Spartakiade that was scheduled for 
Moscow in 1933. Released in February or March 1933, the envelopes were printed in either green or brown. 
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World Spartakiade 
Postal Issues 

A 1932 issue of the magazine 
Physical Training and Sport an­
nounced that the Mass-Agitational 
Commission had received approval to 
issue "the sports postage stamps, and 
half-a-million postcards and envelopes 
with the logo of the World Spartak­
iade. " The August-September issue of 
Soviet Collector published the 5-year 
stamp issuance program. Listed as 
item 6 under the column headed 
"1934": a set of stamps commemorat­
ing the World Spartakiade. This ex­
plains why the proofs of these stamps 
are inscribed 1934 rather than the 
rescheduled 1935 date. 

The two magazines give different 
dates for the stamp and postal station­
ery issues. Two types of postal sta­
tionery envelopes were issued with 
Spartakiade slogans, advertising, and 
the date 1933 on the reverse (Figure 
2). The envelopes differ from each 
other in color: one type was printed in 
green, the other in brown. The set of 

postage stamps was, however, post­
poned until at least 1934. 

The conflicting dates are an am­
biguity that has never been addressed. 
The envelopes were released in Febru­
ary or March of 1933, although by 
that time it was common knowledge 
that the World Spartakiade would not 
be held on time. 

Within a year, the stamp designs 
were ready and the proofs printed, yet 
their release was again postponed. 
Finally, on July 17, 1933, the Peo­
ples' Post and Telegraph Commis­
sariat adopted Resolution No. 323 
authorizing the issuance of a set of ten 
stamps for the World Spartakiade. 
Unfortunately, the competition or­
ganizers had encountered numerous 
difficulties in preparing for the games, 
including problems associated with 
construction of the stadium. But the 
propaganda machine continued work­
ing. 

While the stamps were eventually 
issued, the 1st World Spartakiade of 
1935 at Moscow never took place. 
The Scott Standard Postage Stamp 
Catalogue lists the first day of issue 

as April 22, 1935. This date, which is 
in error, is repeated by other Euro­
pean catalogues, including the German 
Michel catalogue. Even the Soviet 
postage stamp catalogue of 1983 is 
incorrect, citing June 1935 as the 
correct first day of issue. Old time 
collectors that I have consulted with 
remember the stamps appearing 
"sometime in Autumn [1935]." The 
earliest use that I have seen of any of 
the 1935 Spartakiade stamps is on a 
letter to Switzerland postmarked Sep­
tember 25, 1935 (Figure 3). My best 
conjecture, therefore, is that this set 
of stamps was released sometime in 
August or September of 1935. 

[A cover shown in Figure 3A 
bears a Spartakiade stamp clearly 
postmarked Moscow, 23.5.35.18 or 
May 23, 1935 at 6 p.m. This cover, 
addressed to Vienna, was discovered 
at the World Columbian Stamp Expo­
sition in Chicago in May 1992. Mr. 
Furman has studied a photocopy of 
this cover and believes it is suspect. 
While the cover's postmark suggests 
that the stamps were issued in May 
1935, Furman disagrees. 

Figure 3. Reverse of cover from Moscow to Zurich dated September 25, 1935 with two values (10k 
and 40k) of the Spartakiade set. An additional 5k definitive makes up the correct 55k rate. 
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Figure 3A. A "highly suspect" registered cover to Austria, bearing only a single 35k stamp—which is short 
40k. Note how the May 23, 1935 postmark is strategically placed to show the date clearly. 

[Furman says that an "employee 
of the Philatelische Sowjet Assoziation 
made a nice souvenir to one of his 
clients." Between July 1, 1930 and 
January 1, 1935, the postage rate for 
a registered letter to Europe was 35 
kopeks (k). However, on January 1, 

1935, the rate went up to 75k. The 
cover in Figure 3A is franked with 
only a single 35k Spartakiade stamp, 
and is therefore short by 40k. 

[There are no markings on the 
reverse side of the cover. It is likely 
that the sender had a registry rubber 

n i • • p ^ 

+ « V.I \ i 
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Figure 4. A proof stamp with the 
artist's autograph, V. Zavialov. The 
enlargement, at left, shows his 
signature more clearly. 

stamp in his possession which may 
have been stolen from a postal em­
ployee. It is unlikely that the cover 
passed through the mail. Instead, it 
was probably privately delivered or 
mailed in a separate envelope. 

[Since collectors may possess, and 
certainly will continue to find, covers 
bearing the colorful Spartakiade 
stamps, Furman has provided Table 1 
showing the postage rates in effect 
during the period of use of the 
stamps. The information will be valu­
able in verifying the authenticity of a 
cover. - S. Podolsky]. 

The Stamp Proofs 
and Specimens 

Now, let us turn to purely phila­
telic matters. The artwork for the 
stamps Was prepared by artist V. 
Zavialov (Figure 4), yet the original 
designs were not his. They were 
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Domestic Rates 
(within the U.S.S.R.) 

From 2/25/33 to 2/6/38: 

Local (within town) 
Non-local (out-of-town) 

International Rates 

From 7/1/30 
From 1/1/35 (A) 
From 1/1/35 (B) 
From 5/1/36 

Table 1 
U.S.S.R. Postal Rates 

Postcard 
Regular 

5k 
15k 

10k 
30k 
40k 
30k 

Postcard 
Regist'd 

25k 
35k 

50k 
50k 
60k 

IR 10k 

Notes: 100 kopeks (k) = 1 Ruble (R) 
(A) = within Europe; (B) = to other continents 

Letter 
Regular 

10k 
20k 

15k 
55k 
65k 
50k 

Letter 
Regist'd 

30k 
40k 

35k 
75k 
85k 

lR30k 

Figure 5. Samples of proof stamps. Note the year "1934" at the top of each proof. Designs were adapted from posters 
created by A. Maleinov. The 40k top value is an exact copy of Maleinov's poster. 
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adapted from posters created by A. 
Maleinov. At that time, copyright 
laws were non-existent and graphic 
artists copied freely from each others 
photographs and sketches. 

Special attention should be paid to 
the 40k stamp (Figure 5) which is an 
exact copy of Maleinov's poster. The 
stamp's subject is the key to under­
standing the RSI concept. The symbol­
ic procession is headed by an athlete 
holding a Red Banner. His singlet is 
emblazoned with the Cyrillic letters 
rTO (RLD): Ready to Labor and 
Defend. He is followed by repre­
sentatives of foreign proletarian sports 
organizations marching with a firm 
step; their singlets are inscribed "RSI" 
(Rote Sport International). The back­
ground of the stamp pictures the 
outline of an industrial enterprise. 
This design element is a profound, but 
subtle, representation of RSI's theme 
for the Spartakiade competitions — "a 
new form of practicing the tactics of 
the united front in sports." The offic­
ial slogans repeat this point: "It is a 
matter of honor for every athlete to 
meet the World Spartakiade as the 
best shock-worker"; "Athletes, master 
your production processes!"; and, 
"Every participant of the World Spar­
takiade should pass the test quotas for 
the badge 'Ready for labor and de­
fence! '" 

II 1 1 ^ 

HHi 
Figure 6. The carpet wat­
ermark design found on 
the proofs. The issued 
stamps are printed on 
unwatermarked paper. 

Nearly all the stamps in this set 
were printed on white paper. Only a 
small part of the printing was on 
paper with a cream colored tone. I 
have not been able to ascertain the 
number of stamps in a post office 
pane; however, the stamps were ar­
ranged on the printing plate in the 
same direction so that the side of one 
stamp abutted the opposite side of the 
adjacent stamp. There was no waste 
selvedge between stamps, as has been 
the case with some diamond-shaped 
stamps of the modern era. Philatelic 
research has discovered some varie­
ties, but these are considered to be 
misprints of some stamp design ele­
ments. 

Many collectors desire stamp 
proofs. Let us review Table 2 in order 
to understand the characteristics of the 
proofs and how they differ from the 
stamps as issued. The most obvious 

differences between the proofs and 
stamps as issued are easily recog­
nizable. First, the overall size of the 
proofs is dramatically smaller — by 
6mm to be exact (nearly !4 inch). The 
perforations are also significantly 
dissimilar; the stamps are perforated 
14, while the proofs have perforations 
of 10 V4 which appear much farther 
apart. The final, and most visible, 
variation, is in the inscription at the 
top of each proof and stamp. The 
former includes the date "1934" while 
the latter omits the date completely. 
By the time the resolution was passed 
to issue the stamps, it was already 
1935. For those familiar with water­
marking stamps, a check of the proofs 
will reveal a "carpet" watermark like 
that depicted in Figure 6. The issued 
stamps themselves have no watermark. 

By analyzing the proofs, I can 
conclude the following about their 
relative rarity. One may encounter the 
2k value of the set most often. More 
rare are the proofs with values of 1, 
35 and 40k. The 15 and 20k proofs 
appear a bit higher on the rarity scale, 
with the 3, 4, 5 and 10k proofs the 
rarest of all. After many years of 
searching, I have never managed to 
find them all! Nor, to my knowledge, 
is there a single collector who has 
seen the entire set of proofs, though 
theoretically they should exist. 

Dimensions: 
overall 
image area 

Perforations 

Inscription, at top 

Watermark 

Denominations 

Table 2 
Printing Details 

Proofs 

39mm x 39mm 
36mm x 36mm 

Line, lO'A 

CCCP & 1934 

Carpet 

1,2, 3 , 4 , 5 , 
10, 15, 20, 35, 40k 

Stamps As 
Issued 

45mm x 45mm 
40mm x 40mm 

Line, 14 

CCCP only 

None 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
10, 15, 20, 35, 40k 
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At that time, it was standard 
practice for all new postal items to be 
printed in sheets and marked with the 
word "OBRAZETS5 meaning "Speci­
men." The marking was applied in 
Cyrillic characters as illustrated in 
Figures 7 and 7A. This marking was 
executed, in rather large print, by 
means of a perforating machine. The 
stamps from the World Spartakiade set 
were no exception. The sheets of 
stamps were perforated with the word 
OBRAZETS in continuous rows, the 
same perforation being used on all 
values. The careful observer of the 
proofs reproduced in Figures 8-12 will 
note that the word OBRAZETS does 
not appear in the same direction on all 
values. There is no consistency to 
this, as the direction of the perforation 
depended entirely on the how the 
printer inserted the sheet into the 
perforating machine. Figure 13 il­
lustrates two variations of this phen­
omenon. When these two different 

• • • 

• • • • 

••• 

• » • • • « 

•••' • • • • • • • • • 
• • • * 
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Figure 7. Specimen stamps received a perforation in 
Cyrillic characters spelling "OBRAZETS" (SPECI­
MEN). See Figure 7A, below, for pane layouts. 

values were placed side-by-side, they 
created the entire word OBRAZETS. 
It is also important to note that the 
specimen perforation was designed to 
span many stamps in a row at one 
time, which explains why a single 
specimen stamp may display anywhere 
from a piece of one letter of the word 
OBRAZETS to an entire syllable. 

Of course, such specimens are 
always desirable additions to any 
collection. Their presence, along with 
the proofs, exponentially increases the 
level of demonstrated investigative 
analysis. 

Postal Usages 

Philatelists are always interested 
in how specific stamps have been 
postally used, however rare their 
occurrence may be. For the Spartak­
iade stamps, this is not easy. While 
the total number of sets that were 
printed was typical for that period, 
they were not available for sale in 
complete sets at the post office. Two 
or three denominations would be on 
sale in one city, while post offices in 
other cities would have different val-

Horizontally Perforated Vertically Perforated 

Figure 7A. The OBRAZETS specimen perforation spanned many stamps at a time and was not consistently applied 
in the same location on each pane. If the operator turned the pane 90°, the stamps were vertically perforated. 

Journal of Sports Philately September/October 1992 9 



Stamps Perforated "SPECIMEN" 

Figures 8-13, below, illustrate specimen perforations on the 1935 World Spartakiad stamps. The perforation floated around 
the pane, depending on how the operator inserted each pane in the machine. This resulted in specimens exhibiting anywhere 
from a single letter to one or more syllables of the OBRAZETS perforation. 
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Figure 8. Letter "O" Figures 9 & 10. The upper portion of syllables "OBRA" 
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Figure 11. The lower part of 
the last syllable "ZETS" 

Figure 12. Final letters "ETS" 

Figure 13. Specimens of an ideal and rare coincidence 
where the perforated parts of two different stamps create 
the entire word "OBRAZETS" when placed side-by-side. 
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