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SPI Selected to Organize
OLYMPHILEX ’96

The biggest news since my last message is that SPI has
been selected by the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic
Games (ACOG) to organize Olymphilex *96. This competi-
tive exhibition of sports and Olympic philately is to be
conducted as a part of the Cultural Olympiad celebrating the
centennial Games of the XXVIth Olympiad during the
summer of 1996. We expect to showcase 1400-plus frames
of philatelic material along with interactive dispiays, in-
formative programs, and other special features that will help
"tell" the story of the Olympic Movement through philately.
Financing for this tremendous undertaking will come pri-
marily from the United States Postal Service, with the
ACOG lending extensive support.

In order for us to accomplish this task, we will need
volunteer support from all of you. It doesn’t matter if you
don’t live near Atlanta, nor is it a prerequisite that you be
an exhibitor. There are a number of committees that are
going to need your skills. A questionnaire insert in this
issue outlines the various areas in which we need help.

Please consider volunteering some of your time to make
this show the best Olymphilex in history. And don’t delay
responding — a great deal must be accomplished in the next
four years!

This issue of JSP marks the end of another year for
Sports Philatelists International, and a pretty busy year it’s
been! Consider the following:

® You, the membership, continue to positively respond
to our revised format for the journal, by contributing
thoughtful pieces as well as snippets of information that you
come across. Let’s continue this trend. If you have some-
thing to say but are a bit shy about writing an article,
contact me and we’ll match you up with an assistant editor
to help smooth the way.

® Many new international members are jumping on board
the SPI bandwagon as we see the fruits of democratization
in Eastern Europe. Long silenced by the bonds of com-
munism, our fellow collectors in these newly independent
nations are flooding our auctions with choice material not
often seen, and contributing scholarly articles on subjects
that we in the west know little about. If you presently
correspond with a non-member in Europe, encourage him
to join SPL.

® We successfully held our 2nd Annual Convention

during World Columbian Stamp Expo 92 in the Chicago
suburb of Rosemont with approximately 40 members in
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attendance. Further details on our activities are reported
elsewhere in this issue.

Now on to some other topics. Don’t worry if this issue
of JSP exploded with loose paper when you opened it. In
addition to our bimonthly auction, here’s what’s inside:

® A ballot for our biannual election

®  Your membership renewal notice

® A questionnaire about Olymphilex *96 and other impor-
tant services

Even though your officers and directors are running
unopposed, they will appreciate your vote of confidence.
We may not have as "amusing" a slate of incumbents as
you’ll find on your November ballots, but we guarantee we
won’t bounce any checks! And don’t delay mailing in your
renewal notices, as you certainly won’t want to miss any
of our exciting issues next year.

Finally, the questionnaire is your opportunity to provide
us with some feedback on current programs and possible
future services. We need translators for foreign language
philatelic articles, an Ad Manager (the present one isn’t
working out), a new Sales Division Manager for our FDCs
(Jack Ryan would like to retire and do some traveling), and
help on a Sports Handbook (a "how to" guide for new
collectors).

Suggested new services include the sale of foreign
monographs/handbooks and Atlanta Olympic post cards
through SPI. We’d like to know what you think and look
forward to hearing from you!

Correction

Two illustrations are incorrect in Glenn
Estus’ "Olympic Cancel Update" in the
May/June issue of JSP. On page 11, the
meters depicted in Figures 3 and 5 were
accidentally reversed. The author had
identified the meters correctly when he
submitted his article. Your editor regrets the
error.
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ATA Sports Checklist Service

The following Sports Checklists are available to SPI members. Please include 15¢C per page and a large enough stamped
envelope(s) — with sufficient postage (5 pages = 1 ounce: U.S. @ 29¢ for first ounce and 23¢ for each additional ounce;
Canada: first ounce @ 40¢ and 23¢ for each additional ounce; Europe, etc. @ 50¢ per '4 ounce). Mail to Mrs. Joan R.

Bleakley, 15906 Crest Drive, Woodbridge, VA 22191. *=abbreviated list (no descriptions)
Last Sport Last Sport Last Sport
Entry Entry Entry
11Jan92 Archery 7 Pages 18Jan91 Ice Hockey 4 Pages* 12Mar92  Tennis 10 Pages
19Mar89  Automobiles 25P 03May91  Judo 4P : .
17Dec91  Badminton 2P 30Mar91  Karate 2P bt S
10Jul90  Baseball 7P 21Jan92  Kites 2P s e o
06Nov91  Basketball 8P* 03May91  Martial Arts 5P 1006190 Higlvh Jump 4P -
31Mar90  Biathlon 2P* 30Nov91 Motorcycles 10P 100ct90 Huvrdle‘ 61;’
18Jan91  Bobsled, Luge, etc. 3P | 15Apr92  Mountain Climbing 3P* "

. 100ct90 Javelin 5P
17aug91 Bowling 1P 30Jan91 Parachute 3P 100ct90 Long Jump 3P
17Apr92  Boxing 9P 12Mar92  Playing Cards 1P g “ump

100ct90 Pole Vault 3P

10Apr92 Chess 8P 23Jan91 Polo 1P 100ct90 Relav Race 2P
27Mar92  Cricket (Sport) 6P 18Apr92  Roller Skating 1P Y

. .. . 100ct90 Running 18P
18Jan91 Diving Competition 3P* 16Jan92 Rowing 4P

. 100ct90  Shot Put 3P
26Mar92  Fencing 8P 01Feb91 Rugby 2P .

. 100ct90 Triple Jump 1P
18Jan91 Field Hockey 3P 17aug92 Scuba 5P 100ct90 Walkine 1P
13Mar92  Golf 2P 21Apr92  Sailing 7P aang
20Mar92  Gymnastics, Men 6P 19Jan91 Skating (no Hockey) 8P 23Feb92  Volleyball 5P
20Mar92  Gymnastics, Women 8P 30Mar90  Skiing (no Biathlon) 16P 18Jan91 Water Polo 1P*
17Jan91 Horse Racing 4P 01May91  Soccer 28P 18Jan91 Water Skiing/Surfing 2P*
100ct88 Hunting & Shooting 6P 19Jan91 Swimming 7P* 18Jan91 Windsurfing 2P*
03Sep87 Hunting Scenes 2P 18Apr92  Table Tennis 3P 19Jan91 Wrestling 6P*

New SPI Cacheted FD Covers

Now available! Cacheted covers for this year’s five Winter Olympic stamps and the Olympic Baseball
issue. Each Winter Olympic cover bears a single stamp matched to the single color cachet: silver (skiing),
mauve (hockey), dark brown (bobsled), blue (speed skating), and orange (figure skating). Only 50 sets
were produced and are available for $7.50 postpaid per set, plus a self-addressed stamped envelope. The
baseball stamp, with a brown cachet similar to the stamp’s design, is $1.50 postpaid, plus a SASE. Please
order from Jack Ryan, 140 W. Lafayette Road, Apt. 3, Medina, OH 44256.
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The Olympic Marathon Race of 1908

by Sherwin Podolsky

he fascinating story of the 1908

Marathon Race at the Fourth
Olympiad at London 1908 has been
told many times. Here is the story
again, embellished with stamps, post-
marks, postcards, vignettes and a
cover.

The 1908 Olympic Marathon is
historic because it was the first to
standardize the distance at 26 miles,
385 yards (42.263 kilometers). The
385 yards around the cinder track
inside the stadium was added so that
the race would end at the Royal Box
of Queen Alexandra (Figure 1). It was
the last time that the race was run
with different start and finish lines.
Beginning in 1912 at the Stockholm
Olympics, the Marathon began and
ended in the stadium. On the hot,
stagnant and muggy day of July 24,
1908, 56 runners lined up in four
rows on the lawns of Windsor Castle,
East Terrace (Figure 2). The course
ran from the Castle grounds to the
Great White Stadium at Shepherds
Bush. 250,000 spectators along the
route witnessed the spectacular event.
Several firms provided motor cars for
use by the officials. A special car was
designated to pick up runners who
abandoned the race.

There were twelve runners each

Figure 1. Queen Alexandra
presided over the running of the
Marathon Race at the 1908
Olympic Games in London.

from the United States, Canada and
the United Kingdom. Other countries
represented included Australasia,
South Africa, Greece, Finland, Rus-
sia, Holland, Italy, Germany, Sweden,
Austria, Bohemia, and Belgium. At a
signal from Her Royal Highness the
Princess of Wales, Lord Desborough
tired the starter’s pistol at precisely
2:30 in the afternoon. Competitors
raced down the left side of the road.
Refreshments along the route
included hot and cold Oxo (similar to
beef bouillon), Oxo and soda, rice
pudding, raisins, bananas, soda and
milk. Stimulants were available in
case of a runner’s collapse. Cologne
and sponges were available at four
refreshment booths along the route.
The British runners, under great
pressure from the crowds, started off

too fast and exhausted themselves too
soon. The Official Report lists names
of the two to six leading runners at
the end of each mile. Pietri Dorando
of Italy placed among the leaders, but
not as rthe leader until the 25th mile
(Figure 3).

At the 15 mile mark, Charles
Hefferon of South Africa was leading.
By the 20 mile mark, Hefferon had a
lead of 3 minutes, 52 seconds. He
then accepted a drink of champagne
and, within a mile, developed stomach
cramps and became dizzy. Meanwhile,
John J. Hayes of the United States
was steadily passing one runner after
another. At 22 miles, Hayes pulled
even with Hefferon. With only two
more miles to go, and with great
effort at the urging of the wild crowd,
Pietri Dorando of Italy made a dis-
astrous spurt to pass both of the lead-
ers.

The Stadium at the Great White
City presented a remarkable sight
(Figure 4). Over 100,000 people
greeted the staggering leader. They
were up trees and lamp posts and at
every vantage point. A diminutive
man, Dorando was nearly senseless
with exhaustion (Figure 5). He trotted
through the entrance, took a wrong
turn to the right, and collapsed on the
track. While many people screamed
for the officials to help him, others,

- T
(Lllustrated THE,

MARATHON RACTH .

1hann Starvt fram ! ace

Turrace,

Windsor Castle,

Figure 2. The East
Terrace of Windsor
Castle was the scene of
much fanfare, as the
56 runners began their
race toward the Great
White Stadium, more
than 26 miles distant.
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knowing that such help would dis-
qualify the plucky Italian, called out to
leave him alone.

Dorando’s nearly lifeless form
was picked up by officials and turned
toward his goal. He should have been
taken to an ambulance, but, as long as
he could stand, no one had the heart
to stop him. The Official Report
states: "It was impossible to leave him
there, for it looked as if he might die
in the very presence of the Queen."
Doctors and officials, including famed
author A. Conan Doyle, rushed to
help him; Dorando managed to get to
his feet and plod on, only to fall
again, repeatedly. Then another run-
ner—not Hefferon, a good man of the
Empire—but Johnny Hayes of the
U.S.A., entered the stadium.

This was too much for the British
officials. Only the day before, they
and the British crowd were incensed
that American J.C. Carpenter prevent-
ed British Lieutenant Wyndam Hals-
well from passing in the 400 meter
race. This time the British wanted
anyone but an American to win. When
Dorando started to collapse for the
fifth time, Jack Andrew, Clerk of the
Course, caught him and carried him
across the finish line (Figure 6). The
Italian flag was immediately run up
the victory flagpole. Hayes crossed
the finish less than a minute later,
establishing an Olympic record. The
Americans lodged a protest. Dorando
was carried away on a stretcher,
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Figure 3. It wasn’t until the 25th mile of the race that the Italian
runner, Pietri Dorando, was able to pull ahead.
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Figure 4. The ultimate
destination of the
Marathon runners: the
Great White Stadium
at Shepards Bush.
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Figure 5. Confused with exhaustion, Dorando incorrectly headed to the right upon entering the stadium,
but the race officials quickly turned him in the proper direction for the final lap.
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THE MARATHON RACE

Figure 6. Aided by the race officials, including the Clerk of the Course, Jack Andrew, Dorando was
virtually carried across the finish line.

seemingly near death. The Official
Report says that Dorando’s heart was
a half an inch out of place. The pro-
test was allowed and Hayes was de-
clared the winner.

The next day, Dorando was back
on his feet and complained that he
should have been left alone and that
he could have finished under his own

Journal of Sports Philately

power. As a token of her gracious
sympathy with the courage she had
watched, the Queen presented Doran-
do with a special large gold cup (Fig-
ure 7). Dorando became an interna-
tional celebrity (Figure 8). Irving
Berlin wrote songs about him.

The 1908 Official Report devoted
no less than 16 pages to the Marathon

Race and described the finish to be
"as unexpected as it was distressing."
In the list of all the runners, Pietri
Dorando heads all the rest. However,
the first place designation is given to
the second name on the list, J.J.
Hayes of the United States.
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Figure 7. Although disqualified, Dorando’s bravery was
rewarded by Queen Alexandra with a gold cup trophy.

Figure 8. Dorando with his cup — a "winner" after all!

John J. Hayes (Figures 9 and 10)
was lost in the excitement. A 22-
year-old clerk at Bloomingdale’s
department store in New York City,
Hayes had prepared by resting in bed
for two days. In 1906 and 1907,
Hayes practiced at Marathons in Bos-
ton and Yonkers. Mr. Bloomingdale
ordered a cinder path built on the roof
of his store so that Hayes could train
during his breaks. When he was cho-
sen for the Olympic team, Blooming-
dale gave him a full vacation with
pay. Upon winning the gold medal,
Hayes was promoted to manager of
the sporting goods department.

Hayes and Dorando turned profes-
sional, building up capital by running
scores of races in the next couple of
years. Dorando won two contests
against Hayes in November 1908 and
March 1909. Later, Dorando lived out

6 July/August 1992

his life as a taxi driver in Italy and
received a stipend from the Italian
government for scouting promising
Marathon runners.

The drama of the Marathon Race
has continued in subsequent Olympics
and many cities have sponsored their
own events. The story of human
endurance is always exciting.

REPUBLiOUE D'HAITI
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Figure 9. Hayes 1908 Olympic Marathon record was
noted on a 1969 Haiti stamp featuring-the £1 King
Edward VII stamp of Great Britain overprinted in

black: Marathon/Hayes.
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