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President's Message by Mark C. Maestrone 
: • : • : • : • : - : • : - : - : • : - • : • : • : - : . : - : • : 

Recollections of Les Olympiques 

C o long, Albertville; hello, Lillehammer! In just 
^ t w o years time, Olympic fans and winter 
sports enthusiasts will be gearing up for another 
roller coaster ride on the snow and ice of Nor­
way. 

I'm not sure what makes the Olympic Games 
so much fun to watch. I guess it's the unpredict­
ability of the results. Oh, sure, there are always 
the favorites, like Alberto Tomba (La Bomba) in 
the men's slalom events, or the Russians (oops, 
Unified Team) in pairs figure skating. 

But who would have imagined that the Japan­
ese cross country skiing team would win a gold 
medal? I always thought that Scandinavian ath­
letes had these events all sewn up. 

What were some of the high points? How 
about Bonnie Blair repeating her 500 meter speed 
skating gold from Calgary—then adding an add­
itional first place in the 1,000. Or maybe it was 
16-year-old Toni Nieminen sailing toward a gold 
medal in the 120 meter ski jump. Hey, how often 
do you see a pastel clad youngster (lime green 
skis, canary yellow boots, magenta and white 
suit, and purple helmet) get the better of his 
elders? 

There were heart-wrenching performances like 
Dan Jansen's inability to shake off the trials and 
tribulations that befell him at Calgary. 

And there were performances rewarded. Paul 
Wylie, old man of men's figure skating at 27, 
finally pulled off a silver medal—the finest show­
ing of his long career. Perseverance obviously 
paid off for Paul. At the conclusion of the 
Games, he was honored with the U.S. Olympic 
Spirit Award given to the American athlete who 
most symbolizes the Olympic Ideal. 

Controversy, which inevitably seems to dog 
every Olympics, was remarkably invisible at 
Albertville. Of course there were the usual squab­
bles over judging and less-than-sportsmanlike 
conduct by athletes and spectators alike. But for 
once, drug abuse seemed to be absent. 

Miracles? Yes, they happened too. Like 
Prince Albert of Monaco emerging in one piece 
from his bobsled after a 1500 meter slide upside 
down. Okay, so there wasn't a repeat of the U.S. 
Hockey Team's 1980 miracle. But then you hon­
estly can't expect one lone goalie, no matter how 
good (and Ray LeBlanc was great!) to win with­
out an effective defense or aggressive offense. 

It was marvelous fun though, wasn't it? See 
you all at World Columbian Stamp Expo! 

Correction 

The January-February 1992 issue of JSP 
contained conflicting dates of withdrawal for 
the Haiti 1939 Coubertin semi-postal 
stamps. It was reported in the various ar­
ticles to be both December 31, 1939 and 
December 31, 1940. 
After consulting F. Burton Sellers, I now 

believe the stamps were available for sale 
through December 30, 1940 and were offi­
cially withdrawn on December 31, 1940. 
Remainders were incinerated on February 
15, 1941. Sellers says that proof should be 
found in the decree of March 14/15, 1939 
and which probably appeared in Le Moni-
teur shortly thereafter. There are files of 
this publication in the New York City and 
Congressional Libraries. 
The decree may also clarify if the stamps 

were demonetized upon withdrawal and, if 
so, whether any postal usage after Decem­
ber 30, 1940 was irregular. Sellers believes 
they were not demonetized as the stamps 
were used after that date. 
Perhaps an SPI member can consult one of 

these libraries and ascertain the facts and 
advise me of his or her findings. 

Sherwin Podolsky 
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2nd International Convention 
of 

Sports Philatelists International 

To be held during 
World Columbian Stamp Exposition '92 

May 2 2 - 3 1 , 1992 
O'Hare Exposition Center 

Rosemont, Illinois 

Schedule of Events 

Cocktail Reception, Friday, May 29 at 6:00 p.m. 
Radisson Suites Hotel 

General Meeting, Saturday, May 30 at 10:00 a.m. 
Radisson Suites Hotel 

Call Glenview Travel, the Official WCSE '92 Travel Agent, to reserve 
your special hotel and airline rates: 1-800-253-2408 (toll free). 

More information on WCSE '92 is available by writing the committee at: 
7137 West Higgins Road, Chicago, Illinois, 60656, U.S.A., 
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Offical Cachet Promoter Identified 

Official 0ird 3)au Cover 

£ ̂
C A *-/ 

VIII OLYMPIC 
WINTER GAMES 

C A L I F O R N I A 

February IS- 28-1960 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

S H E R W I N D. P D D D L S K Y 
7 6 2 1 W E S T H A M P T O N 

W E S T H O L L Y W O O D AS, C A L I F . 

Figure 1. The FDC with Official Cachet. Type 2 hand cancel tying the stamp and one of the official labels distributed by 
the Olympic Organizing Committee. 

The 1960 Squaw Valley Olympic First Day Covers 

by Sherwin Podolsky 

In 1983, while looking over my 
collection of Olympic covers, I 

found some addressed to Walter Hirsh 
in North Hollywood, California. As 
this was not far from where I was 
living at the time, I decided to write 
to Mr. Hirsh in the hope of finding 
more Olympic covers for my collec­
tion. 

Instead, I received a long letter 
from his widow, Irene Hirsh. Walter 
Hirsh had died in 1980 and there was 
almost nothing left. What follows is a 
near verbatim transcript of her letter 
with parenthetical editorial notes. 

"My dear husband, Walter, 
passed away three years ago. I will 
try to answer your questions to the 
best of my knowledge. I worked with 
Walter in his business as a wholesale 
stamp dealer. As such, he acquired 
the exclusive rights to handle the 
official Olympic FDCs in 1960 at 
Squaw Valley, California. To achieve 
these rights, he had to pay a substan­

tial sum to the Olympic Organizing 
Committee. 

"Regretfully, I cannot recall, nor 
do I have any data, who designed or 
printed the envelope for us. The de­
sign and everything was left up to us 
by the Committee, but they had to 
approve the cachet, which, of course, 
they did. (Figure 1 shows the cachet 
in blue and red and inscribed "Official 
First Day Cover.") 

"We had 12,000 envelopes printed 
and serviced more than 10,500 of that 
quantity. We did a lot of advertising 
months ahead in the USA and all over 
the world and took advanced orders in 
substantial quantities from 10 to 2,000 
FDCs with singles, pairs, blocks of 
four and plate blocks. 

"We prepared all the invoices. 
Large mailing envelopes were pre­
pared and addressed ahead of time, 
for all orders received, before we left 
for Squaw Valley. We rented a large 
apartment in a motel there, and a big 
room for an office as well. We left 
several days ahead. Six people had to 

do the work. Walter bought all the 
stamps we needed and we pasted them 
on the envelopes. 

"When we had several orders 
finished, he returned to the Post Of­
fice and had them First Day canceled. 
(Figure 2 shows a FDC with an af­
fixed photograph showing the post 
office.) Many single envelopes were 
mailed direct to the customers. Larger 
orders of FDCs had to be brought 
back to the office where we put them 
in the prepared addressed envelopes. 
The larger orders went especially to 
foreign countries where they were 
mailed from Squaw Valley as regist­
ered mail. (Figure 3 shows a cover 
with registry cancels. This cover is 
discussed later in this article.) 

"Walter had the privilege of hav­
ing the First Day cancel applied dur­
ing the ten days of the Olympic 
Games. We finished our work shortly 
before the last day and only saw the 
Closing Ceremonies out of the whole 
program. 
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VIII OLYMPIC 
WINTER GAMES 

8S6> 

I INITFn STATU POCT4CE 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

C. M. KRIEGER 
#7 SAN MATEO ROAD 

BERKELEY 7, CALIFORNIA 

Figure 2. FDC with photograph affixed showing the post office at right with mail box in front. The sign at center reads: 
U.S. Post Office/Olympic Valley California. Bank of America is at left. 

VISIT LOS ANGELES 

MgifSRA.'J>JnJ& • —JIMI 

REGISTERED l 

2.2. 2-3 j £f$/STC£Fj) 
S H E R W I N Q. P D D D L S K Y 

7 6 2 1 W E S T H A M P T O N 
W E S T H Q L L Y W Q O O 4 6 . C A L I F 

Figures 3 (above) and 3A (right). Last 
Day registered cover dated March 3, 
1960. The reverse of the cover in Figure 
3 (right) bears registry cancels from the 
Olympic Valley P.O. which was a 
branch of the Tahoe City, California 
Post Office. 
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UNITED STATES POSTAGE 

FIRST DAY OF 

OPERATION 

OLYMPIC GAMES P. O. 

-/ *- / 

/<f 

/ 

Figure 4. First Day of Operation, Olympic Valley Post Office. December 1, 1959 machine cancel. 

"Regretfully, the venture was 
financially unsuccessful. Expenses 
were high and we were not allowed to 
sell envelopes to the general public 
there. As of now (in 1983), I have 
only 1,000 blank cacheted envelopes." 

The Official FDC of the 4C 1960 
Olympic stamp is inexpensive. The 
two-color printing is high quality with 
some wording engraved. 

The Postmarks of 
Olympic Valley 

The Olympic Valley post office 
began operations December 1, 1959. 
Two types of regular cancels exist 
(Figures 4 and 5). The Post Office 
was supposed to close February 28, 
I960; cacheted covers exist recogniz­
ing that date (Figure 6). However, the 

post office wasn't officially closed 
until March 4, 1960 (Figure 7). FDCs 
dated February 18, 1960 should also 
exist with the regular Olympic Valley, 
California cancels of the types shown 
in Figures 4 and 5. 

It seems from Irene Hirsh's story 
that registered FDCs exist. Any regis­
try cancels of the temporary post 
office of any date are rare. 

OLYMPIC VAL 

POST fifMi Wm 

DECEMBER i. 195 

LAKE PLACID wrwYDRK 
y j FEBn(JARY«-|3.l93Z J_ ) 

i - IMtt *>IACID NOV YORK 
5 i J FEBRUARY 4-I3J»3Z Oj 

FRANK WARNER 
109 Nassau Street 

NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 

Figure 5. Post Office Opening, Olympic Valley, CA. December 1, 1959 hand cancel. 
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LAST DAY OF 

OPERATION 

OLYMPIC GAMES P. O. 
SOUVENIR 

OWES*"? 
V*L. I960 

IOUAW VAlllV 

VIII OLYMPIC 
WINTER GAMES 

QQO 

K * . 
UNITED STATES POSTAGE 

-:/. 

Figure 6. Erroneous cachet for Last Day of Operation of the Olympic Valley, CA post office. Closure date was originally 
set for February 28, but was unexpectedly extended. 

Unite* States* $ogt ©ffice 
Tahoe City, Calif. 
March 12, I960 

Sherwin D. Podolsky 
7621 West Hampton 
West Hollywood L6, Calif. 

Dear Mr. Podolsky: 

.CLASS 

IN REPLY1NT3 
MEMTKm INITIALS AND DATE 

We are \inable to comply with your request as the Olympic Valley 
post office closed officially on March L, I960. 

Yours very truly, 

Oliver Corona 
Postmaster 

Figure 7. Letter from the U.S. Post Office stating that the Olympic Valley Post Office was officially closed on March 4, 1960. 
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"'!~5~0 6 
Registered /*> '0 (, 

VIII OLYMPIC • VIII OLYMPIC 
WINTER GAMES • WINTER GAMES 

tmr|,xxr 

UNfTED STATES POSTAGE M UNITED STATES POSTAGE 

FOR TICKET INFORMATION WRI 

OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES . SAN F 

T^f g'vTtS^rww 

1593 
fei+iVi-JK-! 

Mr. G. Lindman 
Box 193 
Stockholm 1. Sweden 

Figures 8 (above) and 8A (right). A 
registered FDC to Sweden with mute, 
undated registry cancels. On reverse (at 
right), registry cancels dated March 18, 
1960, exactly one month after the Feb­
ruary 18 First Day. The reason for the 
mute cancels and the late dates on the 
backcancels is not known. 

Figures 8 and 8A show a curios­
ity. It is a First Day cover with a 
registry number 1593. Note that the 
registry number is handstamped, 
probably by a consecutive numbering 
device. The number is very high, 
1593. Compare this number with the 
handwritten registry number, 223, on 
the cover dated March 3, 1960 (Fig­
ure 3A). More striking are the mute 
(undated) double ring registry hand-
stamps of the Olympic Valley Br., 
Tahoe City, Calif. Note also, the 
number, 1506, machine stamped and 
pen-written at top in Figure 3. I sus­
pect that the 1506 is an arrival mark­
ing in Sweden. Figure 8A bears post­
marks of Tahoe City, Calif., dated 
March 18, 1960, exactly one month 
after the First Day on February 18, 
1960. I suspect that the addressee, 
Mr. Lindman, had sent his cover, 
with funds, to the Olympic Valley 
postmaster for FD and registry han­

dling. The cover arrived without the 
registry dispatch markings. So, Mr. 
Lindman returned the cover for the 
missing cancellations. The cover was 
thus treated with the registry hand-
stamp, the mute registry cancels, and 
the Tahoe City backstamps with the 
correct date. Note that one of the 
mute cancels ties an official label. 
Official labels were available from the 
Olympic Organizing Committee well 
in advance of the event and were 
available, without charge, to anyone 
requesting them. Mr. Lindman prob­
ably obtained his labels well before 
the First Day and Opening Day of the 
Games, February 18, 1960. 

The following is a summary of 
the types of postmarks: 

1. FD hand cancel (Figure 1). 
2. FD machine cancel (Figure 2). 
3. Olympic Valley, machine cancel 

(Figure 4). 

4. Olympic Valley, hand cancel (Fig­
ure 5). 

5. Olympic Valley Branch, registry 
cancel (Figure 3). 

Types 3, 4 and 5 should exist 
with the First Day date of February 
18, 1960. 

Cachet Varieties 

As the official promoter, only 
Walter Hirsh was authorized to use 
the words "Official" and "Olympic" in 
his cachets. However, a survey of 
some of the other FDC cachets indi­
cates that many cachetmakers were 
not deterred from celebrating the 1960 
Winter Olympic Games. 

American cachetmakers have had 
to wrestle with the word "Olympic" in 
their cachet designs due to copyrights 
and licensing arrangements. Examples 
of First Day cachets that avoided use 
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of the word "Olympic" are shown in 
Figures 9 and 10. Figure 9 is an 
Artcraft cachet that substitutes the 
word "International" for "Olympic." 
The cachet in Figure 10 also omits the 
word, "Olympic," but deviously uses 
the word "official" in the text. 

Figure 11 is one of several ex­
amples that exis t us ing the word 
"Olympic" without authorization. The 
cachetmaker is not identified. 

Figure 12 is the unauthorized use 
of the official emblem as well as the 
use of the word " O l y m p i c . " The 
cachet is bicolored and also incor­
porates a squaw with child on skis. A 
decal exists showing the identical 
design over the words "Squaw Val­
ley." 

The Opening Day Official Pro­
gram also exists First Day canceled. 

Rocket Flight FDCs exist in sev­
eral varieties. Figure 13 is one exam­
ple. Rocket flight covers are an inter­
esting specialty by themselves. 

The author and James Mason 
obtained an advertising print of the 
official emblem from the Olympic 
Organizing Committee with no obliga­
tion. 1,000 labels were prepared using 
the design and the words "Visit Los 
Angeles" were added. The production 
was split 50-50 among us, but the 
inventory owned by Mr. Mason was 
lost in a subsequent divorce. A few of 
the labels were affixed to FD and 
other covers (Figure 14). • 

WtNTtR*SP0R?s'GAMtS 
A Tahot National forts! California 

>W- 1900 ' 2 6 5 4 0 . .J'-

Figure 9. Artcraft FDC showing substitution of word "International" for "Olympic." 

1960 MULCTED 
, WINTFJT GAMES 

We deleted one word frum rliis rutin's sketch when 
we learned thr.t exclusive privilege of usinK it lias 
been granted one nun, The word so deleted and 
which we cannot lawfully use on tliis envelope, re 
lates to the famous organisation winch Iras spon­
sored the international winter games at Srjuaw 
Vallev. A new stamn is to he affixed to (Iris 
SOUVENIR COVER and it may refer to the 
official nature of the games. 

ISSUED FOR COLLECTORS BY 

lie &unt o£ "?(*<?* Ifatel 
10621 San Pahlo :; I-Auj 6-9020 

El Ce.r.lo, California 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

M Bicket , esq 

P 0 Box 123 

I n d i a n o l e , M i s s i s s i p p i 

Figure 10. Red Court of Flags Motel cachet explaining the "Deleted Winter Games." 

«S*S»! r5 fe fe>CSS5SS=-=S^^!*^S<! !S* l«^ 

\\ i \ I i; it 
The Eighth International W i n t e r 
Olympics was held at Squaw Valh y. 
California, for eleven days bejjiiuiii, -. 
February 18, I960. Squaw Valley is 
in the Sierra Nevada range. About one 
thousand athletes representing thirty-
four nations participated in the games. 

O I V I I P i t 
Competitions were be hi in fifteen 
skiing and ski jumping events, eight 
speed-skating races, three liynrc-
skating contests and twenty-eight 
hotkey games. International Winter 
Olympics were not launched until 
1'J24, when they were held in France. 

a A »i i; s 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 

S £-aXX AL AZM, y&W*iA~ 

Figure 11. FDC with unauthorized use of the word "Olympic" in the cachet. 
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VI I I OLYMPIC WINTER G, 

I K"U,° ' r i * s 
• 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE C ^ l I f f i t e M r - ' 

Figure 12. FDC showing cachet with word "Olympic" and official emblem. 

RRI ROCKETPOST FlIGHT VI 
Woihoe County, Nevodo lo 
St«rro Counly, California 

Conducted by the 
Rock*) ReieorcK Inilitule, Inc. 

3262 Cothtro Av«nw«, 
GUndala 8, California 

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 
VIM OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES 

Squaw Volley, California 
February IB, 1960 

FUND FOR ROCKET EDUCATION 

General Delivery 

Olympic Volley, California 

V I A A I R M A I t 

I I I tOCKITPOST FlIGHT VI 

Figure 13. Rocket Flight FDC. Two different adhesive labels are made part of the 
cachet. Note rectangular rubberstamp (in red): Flown in Rocket Olympic I February 
18, 1960. 

VISIT LOS ANGELES 

VIA AIR MAIL 

FIRST DAY OF "ISSUE 

fc-0 

J. H. MASON 
321Vi North Spaulding Ave. 
Los Angeles 36, California 

Journal of Sports Philately 

Figure 14. FDC with label reproducing the Olympic Games official emblem. 
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Olympic Cancel Update by Glenn Estus 

In 1989, the United States Postal Service (USPS) 
announced that it had become an Official Sponsor of the 
1992 Olympic Games. In the May 1991 issue of the Journal 
of Sports Philately, I published a 4-page listing of post 
offices in the United States that were using a special mach­
ine cancellation which read "U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/ 
OFFICIAL SPONSOR/1992 GAMES." 

In 1989, the USPS also announced that other postal 
services throughout the world had joined in the Olympic 
sponsorship program. Now I can report that at least two 
other postal organizations currently use special Olympic 
machine cancellations. 

In the fall of 1991, a number of the larger postal 
facilities in New Zealand began using the slogan cancel 
shown in Figure 1. The slogan shows the logo of the New 
Zealand Post Office as well as the logo of the New Zealand 
Olympic Committee (NZOC). The NZOC logo shows the 
Olympic Rings and the Kiwi Fern, a symbol of New Zea­
land throughout the world. 

« ^ ; » 
• i «<< » — 

Figure 1. Olympic slogan machine cancel currently being used 
by New Zealand Post at 16 regional postal centers. 

According to G.J. Sheat, Assistant Manager of Stamp 
Production of New Zealand Post the following facilities 
have "postmarking machines engraved Official Olympic 
Sponsor": 

Auckland 
Auckland Central Mail Centre 
Christchurch 
Dunedin 
Hawkes Bay Mail Centre (Napier/Hastings Region) 
Invercargill 
Manawatu Mail Centre (Palmerston North Region) 
Nelson 
New Plymouth 
North Shore Mail Centre (part of the Auckland Region) 
Rotorua 
South Auckland Mail Centre 
Timaru 
Waikato Mail Centre (Hamilton region) 
Wellington 
Whangarei 

Information received from Dick Armstrong, Treasurer 
of the Postal History Society of New Zealand, notes that 

most New Zealand mail is no longer cancelled at the local 
level but is collected and taken to larger regional centers for 
cancellation. The earliest cancellation that I have seen is 
from Christchurch (9 September 1991). 

Likewise, Canada Post began using an Official Sponsor 
cancel in late 1991 or at the beginning of January 1992 
(Figure 2). 

•;;-Q58>„ QSc% I 
Official Olympic Sponsor ? 

Figure 2. As an Official Olympic Sponsor, Canada Post is 
using machine cancels incorporating its logo and the Olympic 
Rings. 

Most mail in Canada is also cancelled at larger regional 
centers. However, Canada Post has gone even farther than 
most countries in striking the post office name from the 
cancellation. Most cancellation dials have the words "Postes 
Canada Post," the postal code of the cancellation center, the 
date, and nothing else. 

As of February 9, 1992, the following post offices have 
been recorded: 

N2E 2C0 (Guelph and Kitchener, Ontario) machine #1 
M4L 3T0 (Toronto, Ontario) machine #3 
E2L 2B0 (St. John, New Brunswick) machine #1 
N8W 4VV0 (Windsor, Ontario) machine #1 

The Canadian cancel shows the new Canada Mail Post 
logo over the Olympic Rings with the words "Official 
Olympic Sponsor/Commanditaire officiel des olympiques." 

I recently received Repertorio delle Affrancature Mec-
caniche del Giochi Olimpici lnvernali (Report on the Post­
age Meters of the Olympic Winter Games) by Alvaro 
Trucchi. This monograph was published in 1987 by the 
Italian Sports Group, Gruppo Sport. 

Thumbing through the pages, I notice that Mr. Trucchi 
has continued a listing from the 1980 Lake Placid Games 
which I believe is not an actual postage meter (Figure 5). 
This same mistake was made by Manfred Winternheimer in 
his work, Spezialkatalog Poststempel und Sonder-Ein-
schreibzettel zu den Olympischen Spielen 1980, published in 
1982. In Mr. Trucchi's work, the catalog number is #115 
(page 33) and in Mr. Winternheimer's work the catalog 
number is #F.l (page 17). 

I have actively collected Lake Placid 1980 since the 
village won the right to host the Games in 1974. In 1979 
and 1980, I was a planning member of the Philatelic Sub-
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