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President's Message by Mark C. Maestrone 

BALPEX '91: An Unqualified Success for SPI! 

As I wing my way (through those friendly skies of 
United) to Indianapolis, Indiana for the XXVIth World 
Gymnastics Championships, I have nothing but warm 
feelings for my four days at BALPEX. The facilities pro­
vided by the Hunt Valley Inn, north of Baltimore, were 
exceptional, and our hosts, the Baltimore Philatelic Society, 
couldn't have been more accommodating. 

After a rather harrowing aborted takeoff from San 
Diego, a rerouting through Chicago's O'Hare Airport (my 
least favorite connector facility), and a "mild" disagreement 
with an Alamo Rental Car agent in Baltimore, one can 
imagine my not-too-pleasant demeanor upon finally arriving 
at the Inn. That black cloud quickly dissipated when my 
dear f r i e n d , J im 
Bowman, opened the 
door to our suite. To 
my great surprise, the 
p a r t y , which had 
begun at 8:30 p.m., 
was still in full swing 
with the huge dining 
room table groaning 
with food, and the 
sound of ice clinking 
in glasses emanating 
from the bar. Drop­
ping my bags in my 
adjacent room, I was 
immediately greeted 
by a tall cold one 
(beer) and the won­
derful camaraderie of 
all those faceless 
telephone voices with 
whom I had spoken 
so often over the past 
few y e a r s , J i m ' s 
delightful wife, Mar­
ian, whom I have met many times, was first up, soon to 
be followed by SPI Director Dorothy Weihrauch from 
Florida, Dave Bressler and his wife from New York, Cora 
Collins and Philatelic Judge Joan Bleakley from Virginia, 
and Chris Northwood and his dad all the way from Wiscon­
sin. Even SPI member, Jean-Pierre Picquot, had flown in 
all the way from Saint Cloud (near Paris), France, to add 
a truly international flavor to our convention. During the 
course of the evening, many more people attending the 
show passed through. At one point, the entire judge's panel, 
including another of our members, Kaz Kuzmin (an a-
pprentice judge at BALPEX), dropped in for a visit. It's 

(1-r) Jean-Pierre Picquot, Dorothy Weihrauch, and Mark Maestrone in front 
of Dorothy's gold medal winning exhibit on tennis. 

apparent that SPI is going to have a tough time living up to 
its reputation as a bunch of "party animals" during its future 
conventions! Last but not least, our trusty host, Morris 
Rosen, materialized out of nowhere. When he wasn't 
making sure that everyone was getting well fed, he was 
introducing each new arriving guest to the group. Where he 
gets his energy, I'll never know. I got tired just watching 
him! 

Saturday dawned bright, hot, and sticky. Although a 
Virginia boy, I had forgotten how miserable summertime 
weather in the mid-Atlantic states can be. By 10:00 a.m., 
a large crowd had gathered outside the Maryland Room in 
anticipation of the first day presentation of a new stamp: the 

$14 In te rna t iona l 
Express Mail eagle 
with Olympic Rings. 
The s t amp ' s high 
value (in fact, the 
highest value U.S. 
s t a m p eve r to be 
issued) had collectors 
flocking around in 
hopes of obtaining a 
first day program. 
Before beginning, I 
had the opportunity to 
meet with various 
postal officials from 
the Baltimore branch, 
as well as with those 
from USPS head­
quarters in Washing­
ton, D.C. But to my 
amazement, I was 
accorded an even 
greater honor during 
the ce remony, by 
being presented a 

special commemorative first day album of the stamp, along 
with eight or ten others! Small recognitions like this make 
my job all the more worthwhile. 

The brief presentation concluded with many seeking out 
the stamp's designer, Timothy Knepp of Laurel, Maryland, 
for autographs. Having garnered his John Hancock in my 
presentation album, I hustled over to our meeting room for 
the SPI General Meeting. I was most pleased to see roughly 
15-20 people eagerly awaiting our first formal get-together. 
When you consider that we have only about 300 members 
resident in the U.S., this assemblage represented about 5% 
of our domestic membership; this was a great turnout! 
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The formal portion of our meeting, which consisted of 
brief reports from our various committees, elicited few 
comments or questions. Let's face it, business meetings are 
pretty dry at best. However, our guest speaker, Kim Parks, 
Program Manager for the USPS's Office of Olympic Mark­
eting, carried the day. Those attending were made aware of 
the extensive marketing plan and variety of products that the 
USPS had planned in anticipation of the 1992 Olympic 
Games. Ms. Parks brought with her a number of souvenirs 
for distribution to all those attending, not the least of which 
were fully completed (stamped and cancelled) Philatelic 
Passports from the recent U.S. Olympic Festival-'91 in Los 
Angeles, CA. Full-sized posters of the 29C Track & Field 
stamps and packages of the track & field "baseball" cards 
were also available for each person. Kim's talk concluded 
with a lively question and answer session. Many of us then 
repaired to Morris Rosen's Court of Honor exhibit on the 
Early Olympic Games for a personal walk-through. Those 
of you who have the opportunity to see Morris' exhibit 
should endeavor to do so; some of the pieces in his collec­
tion are one-of-a-kind and not to be missed! 

Once again, I had the opportunity to meet several other 
members, including Joe Lopreiato from Maryland and 
Victor Polizos of Atlanta. I was particularly thrilled to 
finally have a chance to meet my long-time gymnastics 
correspondent, Joe Lacko from New Jersey. Joe, who often 
contributes articles to JSP, has supplied me with many fine 
items for my Men's Gymnastics collection, and so I was 
happy to have been able to finally thank him in person. 

Sunday and Monday were a bit less hectic, but certain­
ly equally satisfying. Jim Bowman entertained our SPI 
members with his slide show and talk on the Seoul Olympic 
Games and OLYMPHILEX '88. A number of those present 
spotted themselves in Jim's slides, much to everyone's 
amusement. As on Friday night, we again entertained the 
membership and various "party crashers" on Saturday in 
our suite. Sunday, of course, was the BALPEX '91 Awards 
Banquet which we followed up with a marathon gab fest in 
the Inn's bar. When they finally tossed us out around 1:00 
a.m., we adjourned to the lobby to continue our talks. 

The BALPEX bourse of dealers was quite varied, 
catering to the diverse levels and interests of most collect­
ors. It didn't appear that sport or Olympic material was 
showcased by the dealers, yet it seemed that most collectors 
of our thematic area came away with at least a few new 
items for their collections or exhibits. 

While I won't elaborate on the exhibit awards themsel­
ves, as Dorothy will cover this topic in the News of Our 
Members Column elsewhere in this issue, I would like to 
bring to everyone's attention the fact that of the nine gold 
medals awarded, sports and Olympic exhibits won three of 
them. And this at a national WSP (World Series of Philat­
ely) Show! This just indicates that with a receptive show 
committee and knowledgeable thematic judges, our material 
is capable of surmounting that monolithic canard of "im­
portance" while at the same time successfully competing 
head-to-head with the more traditional exhibits. 

The only unfortunate occurrence during the entire show 
befell Morris Rosen. Saturday afternoon, Morris was 
stricken with a strangulated hernia. Within hours, he under­

went emergency surgery (and just in time, according to the 
doctors). But much to everyone's surprise, Morris was 
home on Sunday, and even managed a trip to the show on 
Monday for a brief walk around the exhibit floor! As the 
showbiz folk say, "what a trooper!" Although he missed 
much of the show, Morris deserves much gratitude, for 
without his help, guidance, and unselfish contribution (all 
the food and beverages were provided with money out of 
his own pocket), our convention would not have been the 
success it was. 

A few other people must be mentioned. Jim and Mar­
ian Bowman spent much of their time organizing things, 
both in the suite in the evenings, and at our meetings. And 
Marian thought she was on vacation! In addition, I would 
like to thank our very quiet member, Ruperta Waters, who 
missed our General Meeting because she had agreed to man 
our membership table. Next time, Ruperta, I've got a seat 
up front reserved for you. My kudos to all of you! • 

New SPI Director Elected 

Your Board of Directors has elected a new member, 
Norman F. Jacobs, Jr., to serve the second half of the 
present 2-year term of office (September 1, 1991 through 
August 31, 1992). With three officers and five directors, we 
sometimes ended up with a 4-4 deadlock on certain issues, 
necessitating an extra vote. 

Norm, a resident of the Atlanta area, has been serving 
admirably as SPI's Special Representative to the Atlanta 
Committee for the Olympic Games. I think that Norm's 
input on the Board of Directors will be invaluable. Please 
help me welcome him! • 

Second International Convention 
of SPI to be held at WCSE '92 

Lastly, I would like to announce that SPI will be 
holding its Second International Convention during the 
upcoming World Columbian Stamp Exhibition (WCSE) '92 
in Chicago from May 22 through May 31, 1992. Our 
General Meeting will take place on the second Saturday of 
the show, May 30th, at 10:00 a.m. at the Radisson Suite 
O'Hare Hotel adjacent to the O'Hare International Exposi­
tion Center. 

As this is a major international show under the patron­
age of the USPS, we hope to have a great turnout from our 
membership, particularly our international members. 

We will have a special program of events and evening 
get-togethers, so why not plan to join us for the fun! Full 
particulars are provided on the next page. Plan early, 
because I hear that the three special show hotels are filling 
up quickly. • 
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2nd International Convention 
of 

Sports Philatelists International 

To be held during 
World Columbian Stamp Exposition '92 

May 2 2 - 3 1 , 1992 
O'Hare Exposition Center 

Rosemont, Illinois 

SPI General Meeting 
Saturday, May 30, 1992 

10:00 a.m. 
I Radisson Suite O'Hare Hotel | 

• Major International Show Patronized by USPS 
• American Topical Association Convention 
• 2,000 Frame Exhibition 
• International Bourse of About 200 Dealers 
• Special Sports & Olympics Programs 
• Special Airline & Hotel Rates 

Call Glenview Travel, the Official WCSE '92 Travel Agent, to reserve 
your special hotel and airline rates: 1-800-253-2408 (toll free). 

More information on WCSE '92 is available by writing the committee at: 
7137 West Higgins Road, Chicago, Illinois, 60656, U.S.A. 
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Letters by Mark C. Maestrone 

Member Interests 
Correction 

As requested in our Membership Handbook, we invite 
members to let us know of changes in their collecting 
interests. To date, we have received the following correc­
tion: 

W.J. Arnold, Hendersonville, NC: include under Cricket 
heading. 

29C Flag & Olympic Rings 
Second Day Cancels 

I am writing in regards to the article in the July/August 
1991 issue of the Journal of Sports Philately on the "29C 
Flag With Olympic Rings Definitive." 

On April 17, 1991, the Lincoln [Nebraska] Stamp Club 
was fortunate to have as its program speaker, Rex Walton, 
Clerk of the Philatelic Window of the local post office. 
During his presentation, he indicated that he had received 
notice within the previous 3-4 days that a special second 
day cancellation was to be used with the Flag With Olympic 
Rings Definitive. Also, that a special ceremony was planned 
on the North steps of the State Capitol for the stamp at 1:30 
p.m. 

There was no advance publicity regarding the cere­
mony, so it was very sparsely attended. (I might note that 
Rex did his best to get information into the local papers, but 
their required lead times for such events made it impossible 

once the details of the ceremony were advanced enough to 
publicize.) I would estimate attendance at about 40-50, most 
of whom were students of a junior high class which led in 
the Pledge of Allegiance and other persons on the program 
(including 6 or 7 former Olympians living in the area). Not 
more than 10-15 members of the general public were in 
attendance. 

The local post office presented a souvenir cover, with 
enclosed program to all those in attendance free of charge. 
These covers were also available at the Philatelic Window 
for 30 (I think) days after the ceremony and a number were 
sent to me to distribute to members of the Lincoln Stamp 
Club (please see figure below). 

Did other state capitals have similar ceremonies, or did 
they just have the cancel available for use? 

I concur with your hope that such second day cancella­
tions do not become a recurring USPS policy. However, if 
they do, sufficient advance notice should be provided to 
allow local officials to plan and publicize any activities 
associated with such cancellations. 

Larry Kinyon 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

According to Kim Parks of the USPS Office of Olympic 
Marketing, the theory behind having second day cancels for 
this issue was to provide an opportunity for communities to 
hold special Olympic celebrations and programs. 

I have no idea how many other state capitals took 
advantage of this; Lincoln's was the first I have heard 
about. Can our readers provide information on other Olym­
pic celebrations tied to this second day cancel? 

Olympic Pride Day 
Lincoln NE 68501 

Second Day of Issue 
April 22,1991 

L!»%*C0l.M 

jCA 

Second day cancel for the 29C Flag with Olympic Rings stamp, on a special cover produced by the Lincoln, NE Post Office. 
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World Soccer Cup Finals 
Mexico '86 

by Shlomo Vurgan 
edited by Mark Maestrone 

| | r r i h e biggest show on earth" so 
JL they say. Well, with over three 

billion spectators watching on live 
television, one can hardly argue with 
the statement. 

The World Cup, as it is popularly 
known, conducted its 1986 World 
Championship of Football in Mexico. 
This was the thirteenth outing for this 
competition, which goes back to 1930 
(Table 1). It was really a big event for 
philatelic collectors, that's for sure. I 
do not have all the issues and I can 
not cover all the philatelic aspects of 
the games. I'll try, though, to illus­
trate the games through First Day 
Covers and other items, and thus 
stimulate your interest and encourage 
soccer collectors, both beginners and 
advanced. I would like all of you to 
contribute your knowledge of the 
subject to fill the gaps and aid in 
further philatelic research. 

Mexico became the only country 
to host the World Cup twice. Follow­
ing the disastrous earthquake in Sept­
ember 1985, the Mexican people 
managed to recover their spirit and 
exhausted all their resources in order 
to have the venues ready on time. 60 
million Mexicans shared the success 
of the games. 

Competition began at twelve 
stadiums across Mexico. The 24 
qualifying teams were placed in six 
pools: 

A: 

C: 

E: 

Italy 
Bulgaria 
Argentina 
S. Korea 

France 
Canada 
USSR 
Hungary 

W, Germany 
Uruguay 
Scotland 
Denmark 

B: 

D: 

F: 

Mexico 
Belgium 
Paraguay 
Iraq 

Brazil 
Spain 
Algeria 
N. Ireland 

Poland 
Morocco 
Portugal 
England 

Year 

1930 
1934 
1938 
1950 
1954 
1958 
1962 
1966 
1970 
1974 
1978 
1982 
1986 

Table 1 
Previous World Cup Hosts & Results 

Site 

Uruguay 
Italy 
France 
Brazil 
Switz. 
Sweden 
Chile 
England 
Mexico 
W. Germ 

Champion 

Uruguay 
Italy 
Italy 
Uruguay 
W. Germany 
Brazil 
Brazil 
England 
Brazil 

. W. Germany 
Argentina Argentina 
Spain 
Mexico 

Italy 
Argentina 

Final Game and Score 

Uruguay 4, Argentina 2 
Italy 2, Czechoslovakia 1 
Italy 4, Hungary 2 
1" place in Finals League 
W. Germany 3,Hungary 2 
Brazil 5, Sweden 2 
Brazil 3, Czechslovakia 1 
England 4,W. Germany 2 
Brazil 4, Italy 1 
W.Germany 2, Holland 1 
Argentina 3, Holland 1 
Italy 3, W. Germany 1 
Argentina 3, W. Germ. 2 

Figure 1 illustrates an entry ticket 
to one of the preliminary matches at 
the Estadio La Corregidora in Quere-
taro. The official 1986 World Cup 
emblem appears in the upper left 
corner. It modifies the symbol of 
soccer's International Sports Federa­
tion, the Federation Internationale de 
Football Association (FIFA), which 

appears as the two hemispheres of the 
globe, by adding a soccer ball bet­
ween them. FIFA's emblem can be 
seen just below, and to the right, of 
the official logo. 

As with most major sporting 
meets, the World Cup depends on 
official corporate sponsors to provide 
much of the financial backing. In 

\t)} ; \ \ i ;-f :i t r r :-1 ) t 

(Si/l ... Vtv, ;, •*. 

Figure 1. Typical ticket for the World Cup, with the distinctive 
logo of the games in the upper left corner. 
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Figure 2. The reverse of the ticket in Figure 1 lists many of the 
sponsors, without whose contributions the Cup competition would 
not have been possible. 

Figure 3. Label depicting "Pique," the mustach­
ioed mascot of Mexico '86. 

return, the sponsors receive extensive 
advertising. The reverse of the ticket 
illustrated in Figure 1 notes many of 
these official sponsors (Figure 2). 
Among them were such international 
"giants" as Canon, Coca-Cola, Philips 
and Seiko. 

These same sponsors are also 

allowed to advertise their support of 
the World Cup on their products. In 
Israel, I came across much of this 
sponsor propaganda. Coca-Cola had 
beautiful colored labeling on their 
bottles and cans, as well as on match 
boxes. Gillette offered a grand prize 
trip to the World Cup. As the Official 

Film of World Cup 1986, Fuji Film 
used special packaging. If anyone has 
seen other sponsor collectibles, I 
would appreciate hearing about them. 

What would a major sporting 
event be without an official mascot? 
Figure 3 depicts a sombreroed soccer 
player named "Pique." Designed by 

I M E X I C O 

2 c=y^~\ -

r r ^ ^ 

mm.* 
f\ , -vs. 

comas \9-*y*4 
•KJicaar. 

Figure 4. Registered cover to Israel bearing the special commemorative Mexico '86 se-tenant soccer stamps with tab and special 
cancellations. 
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Sport-Billy Product ions , this jo l ly 
cha rac te r , whose mus tache e\ an 
smiles, appeared all over the world. 

We now turn to First Day Covers 
and other postal items relating to the 
games. I'll start with a very fine cover 
from Mexico (Figure 4) bearing the 
1984 special se-tenant stamps from 
Mexico. The 20.00 and 24.00 pesos 
stamps depict soccer balls. The tab is 
inscribed "Mexico 1986" and should 
be collected along with the pair of 
stamps. This registered cover to Israel 
is postmarked with a special first day 
cancel illustrating a soccer player. The 
wording around the edge of the square 
handcancel reads: MEXICO SEDE 
DE/LA COPA MUNDIAL/DE FUT-
BOL " 8 6 " / C O R R E O S 19 -XI -84 / 
MEXICO. D.F. 

The Cup competition started on 
May 31 , 1986. There was a set of 
five new stamps plus a souvenir sheet 
issued to mark the occasion. Six 
special first day covers were designed 
to carry the stamps (Figure 5-7). Two 
identical cancels, but with different 
wording were used. One is a first day 
cancel for the stamps. The other is 
inscribed "INAUGURACION" (In­
auguration) along with the first match 
played at the Estadia Azteca in Mexi­
co City: Italia-Bulgaria. Both cancels 
are dated May 3 1 , 1986. [Editor 's 
note: Is the accent mark over the "e" 
in "Mexico" in the inauguration cancel 
an error? Shouldn't the accent mark 
be oriented in the other direction, i.e. 
from upper right to lower left?]. 

Cat»$seon»to it la Copa 
Mondial cSe Futbel Mexico 8(5 

i ^I£^$*,rt, 

\ 

Di* de Emisidtt 

Figures 5. Typical official FDC for the Mexico '86 stamps, with first day cancel and 
special "Inauguration" cancel. 

Caiapeoaaio de 5a Co pa 
Mundisi de Futboi Mexico 86 

* jV" . i******^^" 

£ Jfi§b % 

DCa de Emission 

Figure 6. Another FDC for the Mexico '86 World Cup of Soccer. 

Campeonato Mundsal <le 
Futtol Mexico 86 

X 
MfX'K 

4 J»i<, >:*• 
!^i%v^K 

•f'tiik--,J;' 

2* a •--••. -v> ^ i -

Figure 7. $110 souvenir sheet on official FDC with both cancels. 
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