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President's Message by Mark Maestrone 

II • f it looks like a duck, walks like a duck and quacks 
I like a duck, then it must be a duck" is an old political 

saw that seems appropriate when discussing the USPS's 
current plan to issue a $9.95 Express Mail stamp incor­
porating the Olympic Rings in the design (see illustration). 

Despite USPS "quacks" that they do not consider the 
stamp an Olympic commemorative, their purpose seems 
obvious: "feathering" their nest with philatelic profits. 

As collectors of a popular thematic, Olympic and sports 
philatelists face the almost constant onslaught of stamps; 
some are legitimate, others less so. SPI has consistently 
stood on neutral ground, and quite rightly. I, for one, abhor 
those that try to tell me what I can, or should, collect, and 
which stamp issues should be ignored. The important thing 
is for a collector to be able to make an informed decision 
regarding specific philatelic acquisitions. 

But what are we to make of the $9.95 Olympic Rings 
Express Mail stamp? Does it really belong in an Olympic 
Collection? 

Sports and Olympic philatelists intuitively assess pros­
pective purchases, so I decided to apply these subconscious 
criteria to a rating system of sorts. The following four 
questions are an attempt to logically categorize these valua­
tions: 

#1 Does the subject stamp's face value satisfy a fixed 
postage rate or at least not exceed the highest fixed 
postage rate in force at the time of issue? 

Yes 
No 

1 point 
0 points 

Wl Are any of the stamp's design elements Olympic in 
nature? 

J l 7C - A \J\J /V W i y i l l l / l ^ VIVIIIVLILO 

26% - 50% Olympic elements 
25% or less Olympic elements 

3 ^omts 
2 points 
1 point 

Is the predominant element of the design Olympic? 

Directly Olympic (logo, athlete, venue) 2 points 
Inferentially Olympic (non-Olympic 1 point 

landmark in Olympic host city) 
No Olympic connection (satellites) 0 points 

#3 Does the stamp's purpose of issue coincide with an 
Olympic, or related, event? 

Directly commemorates Games, victors, 2 points 
or anniversary of an individual or event 

Purpose indirectly Olympic 1 point 
Decidedly non-Olympic reasons 0 points 

#4 What is the connection of the stamp issuing entity to 
the Olympic Movement? 

IOC member and participates in Games 2 points 
IOC member, but does not participate 1 point 
Not an IOC member 0 points 

The maximum possible score for a stamp is 10 points. 
In my rating system, I would rate a postal issue as: 

Strongly Olympic 
Marginally Olympic 
Non-Olympic 

8-10 points 
5-7 points 
0-4 points 

So, how does our Express Mail stamp fair according to 
my system? Well, it is undeniably legitimate, as it satisfies 
the Express Mail rate that went into effect on February 3, 
1991 (1 point). However, the Olympic element in the 
design—the Olympic Rings—occupies less that 25 % of the 
overall illustration (1 point). The predominant element of 
the design—the eagle—is certainly non-Olympic (0 points). 
While the issue "advertises" the USPS sponsorship of the 
Games rather than the Games themselves (1 point), the U.S. 
nevertheless will participate fully in both the 1992 Summer 
and Winter Olympics (2 points). 

The bottom line is that the $9.95 stamp receives a 
rating of 5, making it marginally Olympic in nature. I 
suspect that I will collect this one correctly used on an 
Express Mail envelope. It will then be placed in that part of 
my collection that describes the increased (since 1984) 
importance and influence of corporate sponsorship in 
conducting the Olympic Games. 

Will this rating system work for all postal items pur­
porting to be Olympic? I don't know, but maybe it is a start 
in trying to winnow the wheat from the chaff. Let's hear 
from those of you who have ideas on how to imDrove it. 
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Letters by Mark Maestrone 

To cricket What was that address - Part II? 

I was intrigued by your item on Barbuda Scott 1-11 
[JSP, January 1991, Sports Arena], because I had not heard 
it before, although I have been collecting cricket stamps for 
some 15 years and thought I knew it all!!! 

However, the information may well be correct and I 
look forward to hearing about it from another member's 
contribution. 

I say it may be correct, because there is a precedent for 
issuing stamps to raise money for a recreation/cricket 
ground. St. Kitts-Nevis did just this in 1923 (Scott 52-62) 
and raised £3,916, which was enough to pay for a pavilion 
as well. The ground, named Warner Park, is depicted on 
St. Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla's 1952 20 value (Scott 108) 
and 1954 20 value (Scott 121). Other stamps, issued in 
1969 (Scott 199-201) and 1973 (Scott 258-61 and 265-68) 
commemorate, in various ways, the landing and other 
aspects of the life of Sir Thomas Warner, the founder of the 
colony, after whom the ground is named. 

Hope this will prove helpful. 
W.J. Arnold 

Hendersonville, NC 

Or not to cricket? 

Reference is made to the 1922 Barbuda stamps having 
been overprinted to raise money for a cricket pavilion on 
Barbuda. From several articles I have seen during the past 
few years it would seem that this is not so, and that the 
Barbuda issue has been confused with the St. Kitts Tercen­
tenary issue of 1923. I enclose an extract from one of the 
articles published in the British Stamp World for 18 June 
1987 by Marcus Williams on "The World of Cricket 
Stamps": 

"Research has similarly shown that the well known 
St. Kitts Tercentenary issue of 1923 (SG 48-60) 
has a strong cricketing link; although depicting Sir 
Thomas Warner's ship lying off the cost, it was 
issued to finance a recreation/cricket ground and 
the money raised (£3,916) paid not only for the 
land but also for a pavilion. The ground, named 
Warner Park after the colony's founder, was itself 
depicted on stamps of 1952 and 1954 (SG 95, 
108). Incidentally, it seems that a long-standing 
story in the philatelic world, that the Barbuda set 
of 1922 was issued to pay for a cricket ground or 
pavilion, has over the years become confused with 
St. Kitts and should now be discounted." 

Of course Praha is not in Yugoslavia! I confirm the 
statement of David Fogel of Chicago, IL [JSP, January 
1991, Letters]. There is a very simple explanation as 
concerns the address on the 1925 Czechoslovakia cover 
depicted on the front of the September 1990 issue: Jugo-
slaVska = Yugoslavian Street. That's all. 

WARNING: everyone should be careful when trying to 
translate languages 1:1! 

Dr. Roman Babut 
Warsaw, Poland 

This obviously also explains the number 56 that follows the 
word "Jugosldvskd" on the cover in question: it's not a 
postal code, but a street address! Dr. Babut's advice is well 
taken. Because foreign conventions may differ, both in time 
and place, from those we accept as standards today, one 
must be doubly careful in translating the written word! 

More holes in JSP 

Is it possible to 3-hole punch the JSP editions before 
mailing? The new size is much better. 

Cliff Jeger 
West New York, NJ 

The JSP Committee discussed this option. However, our 
printer, John La Porta, expressed the difficulty and added 
steps involved in performing this task on a stapled journal. 
We also felt that the new format publication would, more 
likely than not, be placed on a book shelf rather than in a 
3-ring binder. After all, this was one of the reasons for 
discarding our old loose-leaf format for the journal! 

Olympic Candidate Cities 

Let me say that I think our new format is a marvelous 
improvement to the Journal. Not only is it exciting, but it 
even seems that there has been a spin-off to more detailed, 
and interesting articles. Congratulations! 

As a collector, and student of Candidate City material 
(primarily publications and pins), I was most interested in 
your note concerning Bill Mallon's work. 

I have been working in the Brundage Archives to try to 
find some of the material reported in the November 1990 
issue of JSP. His work has been a big help to me, and I 
guess that's what it's all about. 

A.J. Gardner 
Somerset, England 

2 May 1991 

See Letters on Page 31 
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The Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee: 
An Olympian Corporation 

by Mark C. Maestrone 

Amazing! That's the only possible 
adjective that can be used to 

describe the performance of the Los 
Angeles Olympic Organizing Commit­
tee, more popularly known by its 
acronym, LAOOC. I cannot fail to be 
impressed by the gargantuan task that 
the LAOOC faced. Hercules has, 
since ancient times, been strongly 
identified with the Olympic Games. 
And it's no wonder; organizing a 20th 
Century Olympics could not be any 
less "herculean" a task than cleaning 
the mythical Augean Stables. 

The Closing Ceremonies of an 
Olympic Games signal the beginning 
of a lengthy period in which various 
facets of the games are analyzed. 
Philatelically, we have already seen 
comprehensive reports on the various 
USPS-sponsored commemorative 
cancels, checklists of Olympic stamp 
issues from around the world, and 
inventories of related products such as 
post cards. 

However, on a recent foray 

through my 1984 cover collection I 
realized that, to date, there has been 
no examination of the LAOOC! More 
specifically, the growth of this organi­
zation from its creation in 1978 to its 
disbandment in 1985 has never been 
explored. 

In order that this "oversight" 
might be corrected while at the same 
time shedding some light on this 
fascinating business, I have tried to 
trace the development of the LAOOC. 

Over the course of its nearly 
seven year existence, the Los Angeles 
Olympic Organizing Committee was 
responsible for a budget of nearly 
$500 million (1984) and a permanent 
administrative staff that grew to 1750 
persons by 31 May 1984. Each new 
phase in the planning process usually 
necessitated staff increases which in­
variably resulted in a move to larger 
quarters. It therefore seemed logical to 
organize the philatelic contributions of 
the LAOOC around the movement of 
the administrative headquarters. 

Three areas of philatelic interest 
are covered in this article: 

• Covers exhibiting the various 
address changes of the LAOOC. 

• USPS-produced "change of 
address" labels applied to incom­
ing mail to the LAOOC, and; 

• Meter markings applied to outgo­
ing mail from the various LAOOC 
offices. 

This article also serves as a caveat 
for Olympic Philatelists. A great 
quantity of LAOOC letterhead station­
ery was produced for in-office use. 
Human nature being what it is, some 
of this was used for the personal 
business of employees. Following the 
Games, remainders were sold to the 
public; again much of it was used to 
"personalize" individuals' correspon­
dence. This article provides, when 
possible, approximate dates for leg­
itimate LAOOC use in an effort to 
guide philatelists in the purchase of 
said covers when they appear in the 
philatelic market place. 

Q§> 

Mr. Peter V. UEBERROTH, 
President, 
Los Angeles Olympic Organising 
10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, 
6th f loor, 

LOS ANGELES 
;» ',.: '• ' i j 30067 / Etais-tinis 

i t tee , 

[BY 

Figure 1. IOC cover to the newly-installed President of the LAOOC, Peter V. Ueberroth, at the organization's first formal 
location. Ueberroth assumed his post on 26 March 1979. 
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Figure 2. Cover to John C. Argue while temporary head of the LAOOC. 

Office #1 
6/78 - 4/79 

626 Wilshire Blvd. 
Suite 1000 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Planning. Few realize that Los An­
geles, California had been a bit player 
for 44 years before its successful stag­
ing of the XXIIIrd Olympiad. In fact, 
Angelenos were so taken with the 
1932 Olympics, that in September 
1939 a group of like-minded sports­
men formed the Southern California 
Committee for the Olympic Games 
(SCCOG). Committed to resecuring 
the Games for Los Angeles, the 
SCCOG submitted a bid for the subse­
quently canceled 1940 Games. Its in­
terest continued as the U.S. candidate 
city for the 1952, 1956, 1976, and 
1980 Games before finally being 
selected as host of the 1984 Games. 
John C. Argue, President of the 
SCCOG, was instrumental in guiding 
the city's preparations. 

A valid argument could be pre­
sented for any of three dates to mark 
the creation of the LAOOC: 

• 18 May 1978; Athens, Greece: 
Provisional awarding of the 
Games to Los Angeles during the 
80th Session of the IOC. 

• 15 June 1978: Legal incorporation 
of the LAOOC as a non-profit, 
private corporation in the State of 
California. 

• 20 October 1978; Washington, 
DC: Formal signing of the Olym­
pic Contract between the City of 
Los Angeles and the IOC. 

As the initial award of the Games 
to Los Angeles in May 1978 was 
provisional, I favor the second date 
whereby the LAOOC became a legal­
ly-constituted entity under U.S. law. 

A search for a President and 
Chairman for the LAOOC began 
almost immediately, taking nearly a 
year to settle on Peter V. Ueberroth 
and Paul Ziffren. In the interim, John 
C. Argue served as temporary head of 
the new Olympic Organizing body 
which operated out of the SCCOG 
offices on Wilshire Boulevard (Figure 
2). 

Administration & Philatelic. Staffing 
during this period remained at 11 per­

sons. Mail to the LAOOC was ad­
dressed to the SCCOG offices on 
Wilshire Boulevard. Confusion in 
terminology often resulted with two 
different entities (SCCOG & LAOOC) 
occupying the same premises (Figure 
3). No slogan meter postmarks or 
other commemorative or advertising 
postal items are known from this per­
iod. 

Office #2 
4/79 - 7/81 

10100 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Suite 630 

Los Angeles, CA 90067 

Planning. Almost immediately upon 
the naming of Ueberroth and Ziffren, 
the LAOOC moved (April 1979) into 
its own quarters on Santa Monica 
Blvd. in the Century City area of 
West Los Angeles (Figure 1). 

The period up through 1980 was 
termed the "pre-Games" period, refer­
ring more to the XXIInd Games being 
held in Moscow rather than to the 
XXIIIrd Olympiad. It is important to 
remember that the IOC rules "prohib-
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it any sponsor contracts from being 
concluded prior to the conclusion of 
the previous Olympics."1 LAOOC 
activity was, instead, focused on three 
major areas: development of a strate­
gic plan, revenue acquisition, and 
securing venue sites and support facili­
ties. However, potential corporate 
sponsors were approached, so that 
upon the opening of the new Olympic 
Quadrennial on 4 August 1980, the 
day following the closing of the Mos­
cow Olympics, the LAOOC was able 
to announce nine sponsorship agree­
ments totalling $30 million, plus the 
highly lucrative U.S. Television rights 
which went to the American Broad­
casting Corporation (ABC) for $225 
million. 

Administration. Staff growth during 
this period was slow. Starting with the 
initial group of 11 members brought 
over from the SCCOG offices, the 
LAOOC grew to 19 by November 
1980. 

It was inevitable that once the 
new quadrennial began, LAOOC 
business would expand rapidly. An 
administrative headquarters of reason­

able size would be needed. In the 
original 1978 Bid Documents, the 
University of California at Los An­
geles (UCLA) had been designated an 
Olympic Village venue, along with the 
University of Southern California 
(USC) and the University of Califor­
nia at Santa Barbara (UCSB). The 
LAOOC elected to negotiate with 
campus officials at UCLA for land to 
build a permanent administrative 
headquarters. No doubt this was be­
cause USC was woefully short of 
additional land, and UCSB was far too 
distant from Los Angeles to be func­
tionally feasible. This was agreed to in 
March 1981, with costs shared by the 
LAOOC and UCLA. Construction on 
the three-story structure began almost 
immediately, and took 16 months to 
complete. 

Philatelic. I have not seen any "fo­
rwarding" markings from the SCCOG 
office to the LAOOC offices on Santa 
Monica Boulevard Corresponding to 
that period, although it's certainly 
possible that some exist. Again, no 
slogan meters are known from the 
LAOOC offices during this period. 

Office #3 
7/81 - 8/82 

10995 Le Conte Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
(Univ. Extension BIdg.) 

Planning. As previously stated, the 
LAOOC's initial work during the 
"pre-Games" period paid off. With the 
start of the new quadrennial, it was 
financially secure with corporate 
sponsorship contracts and numerous 
venue pre-agreements. The "planning" 
period from 1981 through 1982 foc­
used on hiring key staff and the devel­
opment of a departmental structure 
about which the organization of the 
Games would revolve. The introduc­
tion of the Commissioner Program 
and development of a Master Plan 
were the two primary activities of the 
LAOOC during this period. 

Administration. Construction of the 
permanent administrative headquarters 
of the LAOOC was on schedule; the 

* 

* 

* 
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Figure 3. Cover to the SCOOG offices after awarding of the Games to Los Angeles. 
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Figure 4. Cover forwarded to LAOOC offices in the Univ. Extension Building before the advent of the USPS "change of address" 
labels. The reverse of the cover bears a receiving cancel of 26 December 1981. 

anticipated occupancy date was August 
1982. In the intervening period, ex­
plosive staff growth necessitated by 
entry into the Master Planning phase 
of development rapidly outstripped the 
existing facilities of the Century City 
offices. 

In July 1981, an agreement was 
reached with UCLA to temporarily 
lease space in a facility across the 
street from the permanent head­
quarters building. The sixth and half 
the seventh floors of the University 
Extension Building became a transi­
tional location for the LAOOC offices 
(Figure 4). 

Philatelic. Another problem surfaced 
during this period as a direct result of 
the constant movement of the LAOOC 
offices: forwarding mail from one 
address to another. 

"Mail delivery to the LAOOC 
was enhanced when the United States 
Postal Service granted a special ZIP 
code for all LAOOC mail: Los An­
geles, California 90084, USA. By 
acquiring this special code, no street 
address was required and all LAOOC 
mail could be addressed in the same 
way from approximately July 1981 
through the existence of the Organiz­
ing Committee. In view of the many 

moves which were to come, this 
proved to a be a wise action and 
saved considerable confusion among 
t h o s e w i s h i n g to c o n t a c t the 
LAOOC."2 

Besides exhibiting the new format 
for addressing letters to the LAOOC, 
the cover in Figure 5a shows other 
interesting characteristics. 

The oval cancel in blue reads: 
REGISTERED/12 MAY 82/BUCK-
INGHAM PALACE S.W.I. The real 
clue to its sender is encrypted on the 
rear flap ~ the crest of The Order of 
the Garter (Figure 5b). All senior 
members of the Royal Family have 
their own individual ensigns, so it was 
a matter of doing some digging to 
determine whose crest this was. The 
Curator of the Royal Philatelic Collec­
tion provided the answer: The Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. The Cura­
tor also explained that because the 
crest was embossed in green, it likely 
contained a letter in Prince Philip's 
own hand. General correspondence 
emanating from the Prince's office 
would normally be mailed in black-
crested envelopes. While the contents 
of the cover were not available, I 
would surmise that it involved the 
equestrian competition at the Games, 
as The Prince Philip was President of 

the International Equestrian Federa­
tion. 

To expedite correct delivery of 
mail addressed to the LAOOC at its 
various previous addresses, the USPS 
used computer-generated, rerouting 
labels. These yellow, self-sticking 
labels measured 3.25" x 0.95" (8.25 
cm x 2.4 cm). Eight variations are 
known (Figures 6a-6h). 

The labels can be grouped into 
two primary groups by ZIP code: 
90084 and 90024 (the ZIP code for 
UCLA). Further differences are pri­
marily in the phraseology of the for­
warding address. 

Because the LAOOC's move to 
the UCLA campus coincided with the 
implementation of the special 90084 
code, it is not possible to judge which 
code was used first on the labels, or 
even if they may have been used 
simultaneously. Yet, the absence of 
recorded examples of the 90024 code 
from the early part of 1982 suggests 
that it may have been instituted by the 
USPS as an "expansion" code as mail 
to the 90084 code increased. 

The earliest dates that I have seen 
for each code ared: 6 May 1982 for 
ZIP code .90084, .and 19 November 
1982 for ZIP code 90024. 
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Office #4 
8/82 - 6/85 

10940 Le Conte Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90084 

(New Headquarters) 

Planning. Refinement of the Master 
Plan with detailed time lines for each 
department continued. The LAOOC 
initially used an interesting computer-
generated tool known as PERT (Pro­
gram Evaluation and Review Techni­
que) which broke down the Games 
planning into 20,000 tasks! Unfor­
tunately the first complete run of the 
program showed the Games being 
ready several years after the date set 
for the Opening Ceremonies. Needless 
to say, the program was scrapped in 
favor of a simpler one. However, this 
may give the reader a deeper apprec­
iation of the monumental task of 
organizing an Olympic Games. 

Administration. On 9 August 1982, 
the permanent LAOOC headquarters 
building was inaugurated. The existing 
staff of 90 immediately moved over 
from their temporary facilities in the 
adjacent University Extension Build­
ing. 

Figure 5b. Green Order of the Garter 
crest on rear flap of cover in Figure 5a. 

Philatelic. A noteworthy philatelic 
event during this period was the mail­
ing of Invitations to the Games on 1 
July 1983. From the Official Report: 
"Official Invitations from the LAOOC 
to the recognized National Olympic 
Committees in 151 countries are 
handcanceled and mailed at the 
Worldway Postal Center in Los An­
geles. U.S. Olympic medalists Anita 
DeFrantz and Bob Seagren join U.S. 
Postal Service officials for the mail­
ing. "3 

Office #5 
8/83 - 9/84 

2560 Walnut Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90230 

(Marina Center) 

Planning. By the summer of 1983, 
the LAOOC had solidified its plans 
for the Games. Venues were in place, 
including those new facilities built 
with corporate sponsorship such as the 
Cycling Velodrome and Swimming 
Stadium. A trial run for the overall 
Games program was scheduled using 
pre-Olympic sporting events. 

Administration. The staff had grown 
to 390 by June 1983. Within two 
more months, the new LAOOC Ad­
ministration Building has been out­
grown; the permanent staff now num­
bered over 500. 

It was clear that the new head­
quarters at UCLA would never be 
able to absorb the further planned 
increase in personnel to 1750 per­
manent staff members. The LAOOC 
selected a vacant helicopter engineer­
ing and design center (previously 
owned by Howard Hughes) in Culver 
City, about 10 miles southwest of the 
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Figure 5a. Cover to President Ueberroth from H.R.H. The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and President of the International 
Equestrian Federation. Registration marks from the Palace appear on the front and reverse. 
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