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f all the celebrations of the Modern Olympic Games,

the least researched, and probably least understood,
were the Games of the III" Olympiad in Saint Louis. From
a philatelic standpoint, there were no Olympic stamps
issued, no Olympic postmarks, and no meter machine tapes
from businesses sponsoring the Olympics.

So, the question any Olympic thematic collector might
rightly ask is "why should I bother researching something
that can bear so little philatelic fruit"?

For me, the answer is simple. The St. Louis Olympic
Games of 1904 where duly authorized by the International
Olympic Committee, and took place within the parameters
and rules governing amateur sport at the turn of the cen-
tury. In short -- they were THE Olympics! The dearth of
preexisting information (much of it conflicting) is no excuse
for not learning as much as we can about the first Games
held in the United States.

What struck me most about these Olympics is how
much times have changed. The US television network
covering the Barcelona 92 Games (NBC) recently an-
nounced that in addition to

coverage of St. Louis’ celebration. Being used to wading
through page after page of our local newspaper’s sports
section, I was astonished to find 1904’s sports results buried
in the vicinity of the obituaries (sorry, no pun intended).

Next, a trip to the card catalog (now on computer)
yielded nothing under the heading of the St. Louis Olym-
pics. Even the periodical index provided little in the way of
sport news, although there was an unending list of articles
about the Louisiana Purchase Exposition.

For all the frustration and time spent, I believe we have
put together a wide ranging overview of these Games; there
should be something for everyone. I will have considered
this special issue of JSP a success if we manage to pass
along at least one piece of valuable information to each
reader.

Some special thanks are in order. First, to Sherwin
Podolsky for his extensive research and tireless reediting of
his articles when new information was unearthed. To our
regular columnist, Jim Bowman, kudos for coming up with
an excellent 1904 slant to his Exhibiting Column. Thanks

are also due Conrad Klink-

their standard "overview" of
the sporting competition,
cable television users in the
US will have access to three
pay-per-view cable stations
that will collectively broad-
cast nearly 650 hours of the
Games.

As usual, the print
media will be working over-
time. ’

And photographs -- the
superstars visages will be
plastered over the covers of
every weekly newsmagazine,
eventually being immortal-
ized on that most American
of all edibles, Wheaties:
The Breakfast of Cham-
pions!

How things have
changed in 87 years. When I
began researching back-
ground material for these
Games, my first stop was
the University of California,
San Diego Central Library.
Like most major college
facilities, they had a full run
of the New York Times on
microfilm. Amazingly, that

ner, Joe Lacko, Dorothy
Weihrauch, Laurentz Jonker
and all our other faithful
readers for a plethora of
support material.

I would also like to single
out Patricia Olkiewicz, the
photo/film archivist of the
US Olympic Committee for
digging up some photographs
of the 1904 Olympic com-
petition; Dr. Bill Mallon for
helping us make sense of the
many inconsistencies bet-
ween the primary sources;
and, to Dr. Scott Crawford
for giving us a "flavor" of
what the St. Louis Games
were like. O

A correction to my Sports
Arena column (page 15) in
the last issue of JSP. I
meant to refer to the King
George V period of phi-
lately as in its "zenith"
rather than "nadir” with
respect to design and execu-
. tion. (You can imagine how

doyen of the newspaper

business provided very little the 1900 Paris Olympics.

2 March 1991

Figure 1. Ray Ewry competing in the Standing High Jump at

I did in my college Astro-

(USOC Archives) nomy 101 class.)
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The 1904 Olympics: A Study of

by Scott A.G.M. Crawford

riginally planned to be held in

Chicago, the 1904 Olympics
were moved to St. Louis because
President Theodore Roosevelt felt that
the St. Louis Exposition would be an
admirable staging vehicle for the
games.

What was America like at the
beginning of the twentieth century?
Historian Samuel Eliot Morison de-
scribed it thus:

By 1900 industry had captured
the Middle West and crossed the
Mississippi, agriculture, itself
transformed, had conquered the
Great Plains; the United States
had become the greatest iron-
and-steel-producing country in
the world, national trade unions
had given labor a new dignity
and greater buying power, new
combinations were dominating
the business and even the politi-
cal world. Feverish development
and ruthless competition, [was]
conducted in a framework of
pioneer individualistic mores..."

In 1904, the Olympic year, the
thermos flask was invented in Ger-
many; a vacuum tube to facilitate
radio capabilities was developed in
Great Britain; the century’s first major
conflict (Russo-Japanese War) began,
and the Curies’ in France continued
their studies on radium. In the U.S.A.
the Wright brothers developed Flyer 2
to continue their roles as pioneers in
flying heavier-than air craft. The first
feature film, The Great Train Rob-
bery, was released; architect Frank

Lloyd Wright launched his meteoric

career; Charles W. Eliot presided
over Harvard,? and the greatest all
around athlete of all time, Jim Thorpe
as a 16 year [old] run-away was
moved "for rehabilitation to the Car-
lisle Indian School in Pennsylvania. "

At St. Louis the Exposition and
Olympics were interwoven to such a
degree that spectacle and scenario
seemed every bit as important as ath-
letic achievement. Geronimo, the
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great Red Indian warrior, was put on
stage as one of the anthropological
exhibits.

St. Louis during the present
season is billed to set forth a
particularly imposing array of
chieftains of one type or
another...!

A contemporary newspaper edit-
orial then used a cricketing analogy to
sum up the then tragic plight of the
American Red Indian.

They [Red Indians] have had
their innings and have been
bowled out with tickets of leave
to quit the game, and no invita-
tion to resume it.’

The arrival of the SS La Savoie
from Havre was highlighted because
on board were 76 musicians of the
Parisian orchestra/band known as the
Garde Republicaine headed for the St.
Louis Exposition. Cheering crowds
were entertained by renditions of the
Marseillaise and the Star-Spangled
Banner.

Notwithstanding aerial feats of
Wilbur and Orville Wright, the skies
were still the domain of balloonists
and in September 1904, managers of
the St. Louis Exposition offered
$100,000 "in prize plums awaiting
those who can fly far and high enough
to pluck them."” Another feature of
the Exposition was an exhibition
featuring a display of military kites.
The British Army was represented by
Major Baden F.S. Baden-Powell, a
brother of Major General Baden-
Powell (founder of the Boy Scout
movement). Baden-Powell described
[the] worth of the military kite:

The Kite has many advantages
over the balloon in warfare. . .a
bullet-hole produces disastrous
consequences on a balloon,
while a hundred bullet holes will
not appreciably affect the ser-
vice-ability of a Kite.®

Contemporary News Sources

In terms of sporting activity all
manner of contests and championships
went on. A world championship of
basketball took place between the St.
Francis Xavier basketball team and the
Central Young Men’s Christian As-
sociation of Chicago.’

Newspaper announcements pro-
claiming the Olympian games to be
held in the stadium at the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition at St. Louis noted
that in 1896 the USA won nine out of
10 events and four years later in Paris
won 17 out of 24 contests.

Elaborate preparations have been

made, including the erection of a

permanent gymnasium and ath-

letic field or "stadium" with seats

for 35,000 persons. The latter is

as nearly as possible a counter-

part of the ancient stadium at

Olympia and is also a permanent

structure. Both the stadium and

the gymnasium will become the

property of Washington Univer-

sity after the exposition is over."

The stadium was venue for not
Jjust the Olympic games but a series of
other athletic competitions. Chief of
the Department of Physical Culture at
the World’s Fair, James E. Sullivan,
commented as early as mid-July that
over 5000 competitors had made use
of the stadium’s facilities. There were
561 entries for the Amateur Athletic
Union three day championship in
June, 1904."

Pre-Olympic trials were held for
certain events on grounds not of na-
tional origin but rather of club mem-
bership. Thus the Metropolitan As-
sociation of the A.A.U. held a 5 mile
race on August 13, with the first eight
men crossing the line being assured of
places in the Olympic Marathon
(raced over 40 kilometers on August
30). Then, as now, kudos attached to
success in the marathon were con-
siderable. "The race [the marathon] is
the principal event at the Olympic
games.""

March 1991 3



August 1904

In retrospect the Olympic games
of 1904 were essentially a North Am-
erican championship and neither es-
tablished international representation
nor cosmopolitan clout that previous
or later Olympics possessed. The 1904
Olympics had the smallest number of
competitors (687) and countries (12)."
Nevertheless, there were enough en-
trants from outside of the U.S.A. to
give an exotic flavour to proceedings.

The foreign countries represent-
ed among the list of competitors
include Germany, Canada, New
Zealand, Australia, the Philip-
pine Islands, France, Greece,
Italy, Switzerland, Hungary,
Bohemia, Transvaal, Ireland,
Scotland, Cuba, Mexico, and
Prince Edward Island."

Moreover, it would be accurate to say
that a number of events were of a
genuine world championship level.
For example, the shot put pitted Am-
erican world record holder W.W. Coe
(48°’7") against the Irish champion
Dennis Horan (48°2").'

When the Olympics opened,
conditions, to use New Zealand horse
racing parlance, were ideal -- "the
track fast and springy."” Humour,
wit, and levity have never been an

integral part of Western sport writing.
It is perhaps significant that Punch,
celebrated British journal of ridicule,
satire, and barbed jocularity, explored
foibles of economics, gender polities,
and entertainment. It seldom dissected
sport as an exploratory avenue for
comedy and caricature. The Washing-
ton Evening Star, nevertheless, intro-
duced some banter on meddlesome
ways of some officials.

Unquestionably the greatest
array of athletic officials ever
seen at one meet swarmed the
arena and made life miserable
for athletes. When they were
tired ordering the contestants
around they exercised their
official authority on each other."®

The New York Times escaped
momentarily from its serious prose in
a description of novelty of the steeple-
chase run and challenges of the ten
foot water jump. "Several of the run-
ners failed to clear the ditch, and each
splash was greeted by prolonged
cheering.""

Ray Ewry (Figure 1) repeated his
1900 Olympic success in the standing
long jump with a world record of 11
feet 4-7/8 inches; Ewry won this
event at [the] Games of 1906 and
1908. It is difficult to gauge this
distance against modern leaping re-

Figure 1. Ray Ewry competing in the Standing Broad Jump. (USOC Archives)

4 March 1991

cords as standing long and high jump
are no longer official Olympic events.
Other event performances, however,
can be placed under comparative
scrutiny. The hammer was won with
a distance of 168 feet 1 inch (just over
51 meters) -- 1988, Seoul, 84.80m.
The 400m winning time was 49-1/5
seconds -- 1988, Seoul, 43.87
seconds. Of course, sport implements,
shoes, track surfaces, and techniques
have undergone radical innovations
and advances.

Unquestionably the 1904 St. Louis
marathon was the most sensational and
headline catching event of the whole
games. It had scoundrels and chican-
ery; massive crowd support; a truly
international field with 10 Greeks in
the field of 31, running as much for
national pride as individual success;
mounted cavalry clearing the way for
the runners; a following centipede of
automobiles with judges, physicians,
and journalists; and a tiring leader
being slowed to a walk on a hill only
two miles from the stadium. David
Wallechinsky’s description of the race
is a classic piece of sport writing and
the story line would make for a mag-
nificent stage play, a wonderful televi-
sion miniseries, or epic tragic comedy
film done by Woody Allen or Mel
Brooks. The first man across the
finish line, Fred Lorz of New York
City, on the verge of receiving his
gold medal, was disqualified for ac-
cepting an automobile lift after 9
miles.” Newspaper accounts did not
match Wallechinsky’s flair, colour,
and quickness. However, they did add
detail to an already magical and biz-
arre mish-mash of drama, endurance,
and theatre.

Hicks [the eventual American
winner] was running with a
mechanical exactness, slowly and
with every motion of his body
indicating by its regularity and
apparent effort that he was suf-
fering from fatigue. But he was
still full of grit. In answer to a
question as to how he was feeling
he called back over his shoulder:
"I want something to eat as soon
as [ get there. I’'m nearly
starved."”

The Washington Evening Star in

its account of the St. Louis marathon
stooped to some rather unkind, indeed
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caustic, comments on some of the
competitors.

If the Greeks were renowned in
ancient days for their speed their
representatives yesterday showed
no trace of it, and at the best
their exhibition was ludicrous.
Loping along in a sort of sling
trot the Greeks were more inter-
ested in their personal appear-
ance than of covering ground.
The nine men ran bunched and
with great shocks of curly hair
reminded the spectators more of
the old frescoes of Grecian
runners than of men in a com-
petition.

The style of progression used by
the Kaffirs was little better and
they stepped along as if engaged
in a tiger hunt, but for style the
Cuban took the cake. He wore a
faded pongee shirt, trousers cut
at the knees and low cut street
shoes with high heels and he
trotted out with high action and
made as much noise as Lou
Dillon [a champion trotting
horse] at a 2.02 gait.?

The writer concluded the account
with a succinct description of the
course ("abominable") and a postscript
read, "Up to a late hour last night the
Greeks, Kaffirs and the Cuban had
not been heard from."*

September 1904

Although track and field tended to
secure most Olympic sporting high-
lights in the press of the day, there
were other featured sports. Tennis
went on for a week and concluded on
September 4, with Beals Wright and
Edgar Leonard of Boston defeating
Robert Leroy of Columbia University
and A.S. Bell of Los Angeles 6-4, 6-
4, 6-2.* Seventy five entered the
qualifying round of the golf tourna-
ment on September 19, with the top
32 eligible for match-play finals.”

On September 1, the New York
Times showed its partiality towards
track and field athletes by noting that
“"they are the peers of any previous
aggregation of international charac-
ter."” Harry Hillman won the 400
meter hurdles ("travelling over the
timber")” but as he knocked down the
last hurdle the record of 53 seconds
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Figure 2. Two African Marathoners.

was not upheld.” George C. Poage of
the Milwaukee Athletic Club, who
came third in the intermediate hurdles,
was the first black athlete to win a
medal at the Olympics.” It was yet
another day of American success tem-
pered, however, by international ex-
ploits of J.J. Daly of Ireland who won
the one mile run and Perikles Kakous-
is of Greece who pressed 186 pounds
in the barbell lift to win the event.*
Handicapping was part and parcel of
the 1904 Olympics. Daly, for ex-
ample, ran off a handicap of 20 yards
in the one mile compared to the fourth
place runner who had all of 85 yards
of a start.”

M.J. Sheridan of the Greater New
York Irish Athletic Association set a
world record of 132 feet in the discus
on September 1. Fred Winters of the
New West Side Athletic Club won
[the] dumbbell competition; other
events not found in 1988/1992 Olym-
pic programmes were [the] 200 meter
hurdle race, throwing [the] 56-pound
weight, and five man tug-of-war com-
petition.

The race of the day was the 800
meter championship. About 150
yards from home Lightbody and
Valentine drew out and then

(USOC Archives)

began one of the stiffest tussles
ever seen on a cinder path in the
west. The Chicago man won by
a yard from Valentine in the
cracking time of 1:56.%

Entered in the race were repre-
sentatives of the United States,
Germany, Canada, and New
Zealand . . . Not only did James
D. Lightbody of the Chicago
Athletic Association lower the
Olympic record by five and two-
fifths seconds, but he ran the legs
off the German representative,
who collapsed at the finish. The
pace also proved to be heart-
breaking for E.W. Breitkreutz of
the Milwaukee Athletic Club,
who, after crossing the tape in
third glacc, fell exhausted on the
track.

On September 3, track and field
events ended and according to the
New York Times the meet was "proba-
bly unequaled in the sporting annals
of this or any other country."” Would
Athens and Paris, host cities for the
1896 and 1900 Olympics, have agreed
with this summary? Probably not.

The last day of athletic events
took place in a packed stadium and
"following the announcement of each
broken Olympic record the crowd
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rose to its feet and cheered the for-
tunate athlete again and again."* The
award of a "magnificent loving cup,
emblematic of the Olympic champion-
ship"” was not made to the leading
athletic association (in points scored)
which was the New York Athletic
Club because of a protest lodged by
Chicago.

The Chicago association, how-
ever, has protested the entry of
John R. Dewitt of the New York
Athletic Club, who won second
place in the sixteen-pound ham-
mer event and the New York
Athletic Club tug-of-war team
which finished fourth in that
event. The result of these pro-
tests will be unless the charges
are withdrawn, that the awarding
of the championship cup will be
delayed until after the meeting
of the governing board of the
Amateur Athletic Union in New
York next November. Should the
protests be allowed by that body
it will result in a tie, as Dewitt
won three points and the tug-of-
war team one point for the New
York club.*

A British Perspective

The London Times on July 2,
discussed the St. Louis Exhibition:

There has, perhaps, never been
so much difficulty in procuring
exact information about an ex-
hibition after its opening. At the
end of a month after the formal
ceremony only one country had
issued its catalogue in English.
This was England itself! &

Although British interest in the
1904 St. Louis Olympics was mar-
ginal their attention to, and affection,
for sport, especially international
sport, was marked. In July, for ex-
ample, the British rugby football team
was on tour in Australia; Davis Cup
tennis went on between Great Britain
and Belgium; athletes from all over
the British Empire competed at the
Edinburgh Highland Gathering in
Scotland; George Hackenshmidt of
Russia wrestled Tom Jenkins of Am-
erica at Albert Hall, London; Ireland
played England at polo, and [the]
Yale-Harvard track and field team
took on Oxford-Cambridge.*

There were brief Olympic track
and field reports on the first and sec-
ond of September. On September 5,
the succinct report read:

The games are now concluded.
Of 38 events the United States
have won 34, the remaining four
falling to Canada, Ireland, Ger-
many and Greece."!

On September 8, a short para-
graph discussed the swimming team
championship won by New York with
Germany second and Hungary third.
There was considerably more space
devoted in a previous paragraph to a
gondola race, of all things, between
two Venetian watermen at the Earl’s
Court Exhibition in London.

The British public school’s nine-
teenth century perception of sport and
hard knocks as a character builder
dominated [the] Letters section of the
London Times later in September.
Feisty George Bernard Shaw berated
the British Navy for continuing its
flogging policy for errant midship-
men. Vice Admiral C.C. Penrose
Fitzgerald replied:

. . . when boxing, fencing, wres-
tling and probably football have
been suppressed as dangerous,
pugnacious and possibly blood-
letting exercises, when our boys
instead of volunteering by thou-
sands for such a dangerous pro-
fession as the Navy, will be
content to stay at home with their
mommas, and knit stockings or
moral handkerchiefs. . .*

The Times it should be empha-
sized did not restrict itself to sport at
home in Europe and across the vast
spread of the British Empire. Auto
races were reported from New York;*
Princeton’s 12-0 victory over Yale

received extensive coverage;* and

the British championship sprinter
winner (1900-1903) A.F. Duffey
of Georgetown University (Amer-
ica) was acknowledged as a great
athlete.*

Conclusion

Outside of sports themselves that
went on under the Olympic mantle,
there were profound philosophical
issues and divides that were to be-
come perennial problems for
Olympic administrators. Amateur
and professional parameters have
never been easy to distinguish. Dr.
Knipe, amateur champion boxer of
the United States, was not allowed
to compete at the St. Louis Olym-
pics. - .

Figure 3. W.M. Varley (USA), Double Sculls.

6 March 1991

(USOC Archives)
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