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President's Message by Mark C. Maestrone 
. 

The Case of the Disappearing Reference 

I can think of nothing quite so infuriating as spending time 
in the card files of a library compiling a list of materials 

for a research topic, only to find the item or items checked 
out, stolen, or just plain missing. Fortunately, more often 
than not, a satisfactory alternative can be located that 
duplicates material from other sources. After all, it's the 
nature of research that each successive publication on a 
particular subject builds and expands upon previous studies. 

Thematic philatelists (and traditional, too), often face 
the problem of having to perform original research. For the 
traditional collector, this means a primarily "philatelic" 
search. 

The nature of the thematic/topical "beast" dictates a 
veritable scavenger hunt be conducted. This means, that 
besides scouring those primary philatelic references, the 
researcher must delve deeply into the background of his 
subject. The collector writing up his stamps depicting the 
human body has likely consulted a copy of that well-known 
medical school favorite, Gray's Anatomy. And remember 
that great exhibit at last weekend's show entitled "Birds of 
a Feather ..."? I'd bet the topicalist who put that one 
together had Audubon's Birds of America within easy reach 
in his home philatelic library. 

But how about the thematicist researching his article 
on the Los Angeles Olympic Games of 1984? Sure, the 
various "souvenir" publications are available and quite 
useful if all you're looking for is information on the winner 
of the Decathlon and the date he won it. However, if it's 
detailed material on the organization of the Games, there is 
only one source: The Official Report of the Games of the 
XXIIIrd Olympiad. 

There's just one hitch: this is the only primary refer­
ence for an in-depth exploration of the 1984 Summer 
Olympics. It saw a press run of 2,250 two-volume sets that 
originally sold for $650. You'll never find this book in your 
library, university or otherwise; what library could possibly 
justify spending that kind of money on a contemporary 
reference work. And woe to the Olympic or sport philatelist 
who spends between $750 and $1250 for such an item! If 
his or her spouse ever finds out, there's likely to be a new 
chapter added to Charles Fitzhugh's "Murder in Philately" 
exhibit! 

Has it always been this way for the Olympic refer­
ences? The answer is, for the most part, yes. Rule 56 of the 
Provisional Edition of the Olympic Charter requires the 
organizing committee of an Olympic Games to produce "... 
an official report completed within two years after the close 
of the Games." Since at least the 1912 Stockholm Olym­
pics, this prerequisite has been conscientiously followed. 
Yet, the IOC has never required an organizing committee 

to print sufficient copies to allow for extensive dissemina­
tion of the information at a reasonable price. This is a 
serious omission, in my view, as this reference work is not 
only a useful tool for future organizing committees and 
students of the Olympic Games, but is an ideal means of 
spreading the spirit of the Olympic Movement to all corners 
of the globe. And isn't this one of the primary goals of the 
International Olympic Committee? 

There will be those that will say that a reasonably 
priced, yet comprehensive, Official Report cannot be 
produced. Untrue! In the depths of the Great Depression, 
the 1932 Los Angeles Olympic Committee published a 
superb report that was even offered by mail — and in three 
different bindings: cloth covered card, and two more richly 
bound leather versions. In 1988, the Calgary Olympic 
Organizing Committee produced an excellent Official 
Report for around $40. It was so popular, that it even went 
into a second printing, resulting in a total press run of 
2,000 copies. Admittedly, the Calgary Report, at 640 
pages, was far less all-encompassing than the 1,586 pages 
of the Los Angeles Report. But that is its only shortcom­
ing; the Calgary Olympic Organizing Committee should be 
commended for its effort. With the enormous profits being 
made by the most recent Olympic Games, Organizing 
Committees should be expected to substantially underwrite 
the cost of producing and publishing their Official Reports 
in order that all those desiring a copy can purchase one at 
a reasonable price. [A recent notice arrived in my mailbox 
announcing the public sale of the 1,530-page Seoul Official 
Report for $500 plus postage — and this with a press run of 
10,000 copies!] 

In summary, I would like to propose that the IOC 
amend its charter regarding the publication of Official 
Reports, as follows: 

Only one text version of an Official Report shall be 
produced, and this in sufficient quantity to meet the de­
mand of the public and research community. 
The Official Report shall be printed in full color, and 
endeavor to cover all aspects of the Games, including 
reproduction of all material (publications, medals, etc.) 
produced or commissioned to be produced by the 
Organizing Committee. 
The Official Report shall be made available at a reason­
able price, between $75-$ 150. 

Thanks to Harvey Abrams for the inspiration for this 
article, and I encourage all readers to contact the IOC, their 
own IOC members, and their National Olympic Commit­
tees. Let's rediscover this vital missing Olympic reference! 
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Letters by Mark C. Maestrone 

More bouquets 

This morning my latest issue of the Journal of Sports 
Philately dropped through my letter box and I wanted to 
write and congratulate you and your team for a first rate 
magazine. For the first time since I started our society, I 
feel that we have got a serious rival in America, and we 
will have to work very hard indeed to keep up with you. 

Franceska Rapkin 
Chairman, Society of Olympic Collectors 

Hatch End, Great Britain 

As head of our British-based sister society, your praise 
is indeed appreciated. I trust our friendly competition will 
keep us all on our toes! 

Becoming a member of SPI was the best thing that has 
happened to me in my philately pursuits. 

Enjoy reading the Journal immensely (really like the 
new format). Great articles. Have learned a lot. Looking 
forward to the months ahead. Keep up the good work. 

Don MacDougall 
San Leandro, CA 

Congratulations on the "new look" Journal of Sports 
Philately." My copy arrived yesterday and it looks great. 
As usual, the articles were of interest and informative, but 
the format made it easier to read and handle. Again, 
congratulations and thanks. 

Ron Alexander 
Topeka, KS 

I have received, today, Number 1 of the new Journal of 
Sports Philately. Congratulations for the beautiful job your 
team has done! 

J.P. Picquot 
Saint-Cloud Cedex, France 

What was that address? 

I suppose many people by now have noted that the 
cover of the new Journal [September 1990] has a picture of 
a cover (1925 Czechoslovakia) addressed to Praha (Prague), 
Jugoslavia. Of course, Praha is not in Jugoslavia. 

I do like the new format. 

David Fogel 
Chicago, IL 

Actually, you're the first! The cover in question, was 

Journal of Sports Philately 

supplied by V-P Sherwin Podolsky to help illustrate the 
article on the IOC. When contacted about this oddly 
addressed item, Sherwin responded: "Never noticed it 
before. There is no return address on the cover, but note 
that there are numbers [56] as part of the address. I wonder 
if they are valid?" Can one of our Slavic collectors solve the 
mystery? 

News Flash 

Due to a delay in the production of Catalog 9, 
we have extended the auction date to January 31, 
1991, or later. The actual date will be printed in the 
catalog. 

Catalog 9 highlights include a 1936 IOC gold 
chain of office; selection of Games medal, badges 
and pins; the Maxwell Garret Fencing and Sports 
Collection; and books, manuscripts & photos from 
the estate of the late General John V. Grombach. 

Catalog 9 fixed-price list and auction is 
available for $5.00 US, plus postage ($1.25 in the 
U.S., variable outside the U.S.). Write for 
information from: 

Harvey Abrams Books 
PO Box 732 

State College, PA 16804, USA 

Vernon Moore 
1914-1990 

SPI Member, Vernon C. Moore, passed 
away on October 7, 1990 after a sudden illness. 
He was 76 years of age. 

Vernon was an experienced exhibitor 
who delighted philatelic show-goers with his 
numerous, and varied, collections. Included 
among these was his popular sports exhibit 
"Blow the Whistle." 

Moore was also an occasional 
contributor to the Journal of Sports Philately; 
usually, his articles centered on his primary 
philatelic pursuit: errors, freaks, and oddities. 

Vernon's humorous exhibits, with which 
he garnered over 100 Most Popular Exhibit 
awards, will be sorely missed on the philatelic 
show circuit. 

January 1991 3 



XI FIBA Men's World Championship 

by George E. Killian 

T he XI FIBA Men's World Cham­
pionship was held in Argentina 

from August 8 to August 19, 1990. 
The preliminary rounds were 

played in four different cities. They 
were: 

1. City of Santa Fe (Group A: Yug­
oslavia, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, 
Angola) 
2. City of Rosario (Group B: Aus­
tralia, China, Brazil, Italy) 
3. City of Villa Ballester (Group C: 
USA, Greece, Spain, South Korea) 
4. City of Cordoba (Group D: 
USSR, Argentina, Canada, Egypt) 

On Saturday, August 11, first day 
services were held for a single stamp 
and a single souvenir sheet at the 
Central Post Office in downtown 
Buenos Aires. In addition, a single 
postmark featuring the championship 
mascot was used as well as the stan­
dard machine first day postmark 
(Figure 1). 

It was my pleasure to be in atten­
dance when both the stamp and sou­
venir sheet were placed on sale. The 
stamp and souvenir sheet were design­
ed by Nestor Martin, a well known 
artist who makes his home in Buenos 
Aires. Mr. Martin was kind enough to 
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Figure 1. Buenos Aires FD machine cancel on the World Basketball Championships 
stamp. The cachet reproduces the official championship logo. 

autograph a cover for me of both 
items (Figure 2). 

The classification round for places 
9-16 of the championship was held in 
the City of Salta. The teams playing 
in this round were: Venezuela, An­
gola, China, Italy, South Korea, 
Spain, Canada and Egypt. The official 
postmark featuring the championship 
logo was also issued in Salta on the 
same day as in Buenos Aires (Figure 
3). 

It is interesting to note that I was 
informed by the director of philatelic 
Services that the special postmark was 

issued only in the City of Buenos 
Aires. 

The championship round of eight 
was played in Buenos Aires at Luna 
Park. The competing teams were: 
Yugoslavia, Puerto Rico, Australia, 
Brazil, USA, Greece, USSR and 
Argentina. 

The final results: 

Champion - Yugoslavia 
Second Place - USSR 

Third Place - USA 
Fourth Place - Puerto Rico • 
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Figure 2. (1-r) Nestor Martin, designer of the stamp and s/s; George E. Killian; 
Marilyn (Mrs. George) Killian; Director of Philatelic Services, Central Post Office. 

Figure 3. Unannounced Salta FDC 
duplicating Buenos Aires'. 
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Developments in British Gymnastics 
as Shown on Stamps and Postal Issues 

by Robert A. Kensit 

T he British Amateur Gymnastics 
Association, known by the acro­

nym B.A.G.A., was formed over a 
century ago as the English Gymnastics 
and Fencing Association. This was 
back in the days when gymnastics 
included every conceivable form of 
physical activity which could not be 
classified as a "game." Gymnastics in 
Britain was greatly influenced through 
the establishment of clubs by German 
immigrants, in much the same way as 
in America. These developments are 
excellently covered in Jim Prestidge's 
book, The History of British Gymnast­
ics, which is publ i shed by the 
B.A.G.A. Gymnastics was not exactly 
a popular sport in Britain before the 
post-Korbut boom of the 1970's; up 
until that time, all the correspondence 
for the association was received at and 
issued from the home of one of the 
body's officers. Understandably, 

postal material from this time is not 
easy to find. One reminder of the 
earliest days of the B.A.G.A. and its 
past association with fencing is a 
cover issued by the Society of Olym­
pic Collectors (Figure 1). The cover's 
cachet reproduces a poster from the 
1908 London Olympics advertising an 
Olympic foil display on July 23. The 
cover was produced for the National 
Postal Museum's Olympic exhibition 
in 1988. It is franked with the 1988 
British Gymnastics Centenary stamp 
and bears a commemorative cancel 
noting the Olympic Exhibition. 

The Olympic Games returned to 
London in 1948 while Britain was 
struggling to recover from the effects 
of the Second World War. A set of 
four stamps was issued by Britain for 
the Games, which were held at 
Wembley Stadium. Evidence of the 
German domination of gymnastics up 
until the war was present in the form 
of the coach to the British Gymnastics 

Team: a German ex-prisoner of war! 
Wembley continued to be a name 

strongly connected with British gym­
nastics from the 1970's onward. The 
Empire Pool, which had been the 
indoor venue for Olympic swimming, 
was converted into an indoor arena 
and used for a variety of events in­
cluding major gymnastics competitions 
such as the "Champions All" and the 
"Coca-Cola International." The Em­
pire Pool did not change its name 
until long after it had been thoroughly 
dried out; it became, simply, Wemb­
ley Arena in the 1970's. This venue 
saw the arrival of an unheard of gym­
nast, Nadia Comaneci, at the 1975 
"Champions All," at which point she 
gave the British public a preview of 
her staggering gymnastics talent. A 
stamp issued by Mongolia to com­
memorate her 1976 Olympic victory is 
based on a photograph of Comaneci 
on the beam at that event in London. 
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Figure 1. SOC-cacheted cover recalling B.A.G.A.'s origins as the British Gymnastics & Fencing Association. 
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The British Post Office (B.P.O.), 
according to its usual practice, utilized 
two pictorial first day cancels for the 
1988 sports stamps. One was used at 
the British Philatelic Centre in Edin­
burgh, and the other at a location 
associated with the issue—in this case, 
Wembley, a district of North-West 
London. The latter shows the outline 
of the famous towers of Wembley 
Stadium (Figure 2). 

The British Amateur Gymnastics 
Association obtained its own per­
manent offices in Slough (pronounced 
to rhyme with "cow"), a nondescript 
suburb of South-West London. It used 
a meter mark, shown in Figure 3, on 
all correspondence. The meter in­
cluded the organization's full name 
and its address at 98 High Street, 
Slough. By the end of the 1970's, the 
B.A.G.A. was finding it difficult to 
manage its myriad responsibilities. 
These included organizing the training 
of coaches and gymnasts, running the 
gymnastics awards schemes which are 
used in thousands of schools and clubs 
in Britain and abroad, and trying to 
improve the standard of the national 
teams in Artistic and Rhythmic Gym­
nastics, and Sports Acrobatics. In 
1980, the organization narrowly avert­
ed bankruptcy, and subsequently 
managed to bring a more professional 
(still a dirty word in British sport, 
then) approach to its operations, there­
by attracting major financial sponsor­
ship. 

In the mid-1980's, the B.A.G.A. 
moved to new premises in Slough; 
their meter mark changed as a result 
to show the new address at 2 Bucking­
ham Avenue East (Figure 3). The 
activities of the national coaches were 
centralized at Lilleshall National 
Sports Centre (Figure 5), a beautiful 
country mansion owned by the Sports 

Figure 2. Wembly FDC of the British 
Gymnastics Centenary issue showing the 
famed Wembley Stadium Towers. 
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Figure 3. B.A.G.A. meter from its first Slough address on High Street. 
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Figure 4. B.A.G.A.'s mid-1980's move to new premises in Slough was reflected in 
their altered meter which now read 2 Buckingham Avenue East. 

rSTICH AMATEUR C-y.v,-
ASSOCiATCM 

L ' L ; hat-At.:. rv s 
ti' [!(:VVt--C,*«T C H . 9 C - ; 

( ( 2 0 . 8 . 8 7 ) ) : ' t l U |f 
.RB.D1321K ll 

Figure 5. Meter frank of the technical dept. and national training centre at Lilleshall 
National Sports Centre. The slogan incorporates the emblem of the B.A.G.A. 
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Figure 6. 1988 Centenary meter label issued at the B.A.G.A. head office, Slough. 

Council, which serves as the national 
centre for several British Sports, 
including the Football Association 
(soccer). The centre has its own sou­
venir shop, which sells an attractive 
postcard of Lilleshall. The B.A.G.A. 
office at Lilleshall began using its own 
meter featuring the association's em­
blem: a figure with one leg lifted 
high, surrounded by a laurel crown. 

As part of its centenary celebra­
tions, the B.A.G.A. changed its 
Slough office meter mark in 1988 to 
include the slogan "1888-1988/-
CENTENARY YEAR" above the 
name and address (Figure 6). It also 
sponsored its own first day of issue 
cancel for the sports stamps. The 
primary element of the cancel was the 

number " 100," with the first emblem 
of the B.A.G.A., an English rose, in 
one of the "0"s, and the present-day 
emblem in the other (Figure 7). 

The 18p gymnastics stamp was 
featured on the front cover of the 
B.A.G.A.'s own magazine, The Gym­
nast, in March, 1988, as well as on 
the cover of the B.P.O.'s British 
Philatelic Bulletin in the same month. 
The Post Office's 1988 promotional 
calendar showed a drawing of a pom­
mel horse, but gave the originally 
proposed—and incorrect—date for the 
stamp's issue, April 12. Benham is a 
British philatelic company which 
specializes in producing its own first 
day covers and cards for all British, 
and also some foreign stamps, all of 
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BRITISH GYMNASTS ASSOCIATION 

CS^am) WestcliJJHouse, Folkestone, Kent 

Figure 7. Benham cachet of 1987 World Champion, Aurelia Dobre. The B.A.G.A. sponsored its own commemorative centenary 
cancel utilizing both its previous and present association emblems. 

which feature Benham's own silk 
cachets. For the gymnastics issue, 
Benham produced a silk cachet show­
ing the Romanian 1987 World Champ­
ion, Aurelia Dobre, on asymmetric 
bars for their First Day Cover, and 
one of the gymnast on the floor for 
their First Day Card. The Benham 
covers were cancelled with the 
B.A.G.A.'s own cancel (described 
above, and illustrated in Figure 7). 
The cards carried a cancel celebrating 
the 125th Anniversary of the Army 
Physical Training Corps, a reminder 
of the close link between physical 
training and the military (Figure 8). 

The B.A.G.A. is responsible for 
the postal distribution of a large quan­
tity of material, much of which is 
mailed in its own distinctive packag­
ing. This includes the charts and 
certificates for their award schemes; 
The Gymnast magazine, which is 
mailed in a see-through cover (nearly 
impossible to mount in an album!); 
and the Junior Gymnast, a journal sent 
to schools and clubs, which is mailed 

in envelopes that feature 
advertisements for future 
events. 

The Centenary celebra­
tions seemed only just over 
when it became clear that 
the B.A.G.A. had allowed 
itself to run into another 
major financial and opera­
tional crisis. In 1989, the 
association moved its centre 
of operations once again; 
whether this was done to cut 
costs and avoid impending 
bankruptcy, or whether the 
operation itself caused the 
B.A.G.A. to lose funds, is 
difficult to say. The idea 
w a s to m o v e a l l t h e 
B.A.G.A. 's operations to 
Lilleshall, but until the move 
was completed in 1989, the 
Centenary meter mark con­
t inued to be used from 
Slough. One procedure 
instituted at Lilleshall was 
the r e g i s t r a t i o n of all 
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Figure 8. Benham card with a cancel noting the 
125th Anniversary of the Army Physical Training 
Corps. 
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