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E X P E R I E N C E : W e a r e s e r v ' n g philatelists for over a half century. Our stock accumulation over 
these long years and our experience is at your service. 

We are one of the few "Pioneers" Teftl Today's rarities of U.P.U., Rotary, etc. we 
have distributed back to 1949, 1955 etc. 

N E W I S S U E S : W e have records of undisrupted new issue service of French Antarctica since 
1956, France, Andorra, Monaco, etc. for many years in Imperfs, Die Proofs, De­
luxe Sheets, Trial Colors. 

I N V E N T O R Y : We can offer you one of the finest selections of "SPECIALTIES", Imperf, Essays, 
Die Proofs (some only 3 exist) and Errors from almost all TOPICALS, AIRMAIL and 
from some 50 different countries. 

AWARDS: 

TRY US: 

We have been able to assist many philatelists around the world in helping to 
build up or complete specialized collections; particularly TOPICALS (no matter 
how advanced they were), making it possible for them to win higher awards. 

Please return this form with your instructions and preferences and we wi l 
glad to compose a selections. 

No obligation but to return at your expense, INSURED in 14 days. 

be 

DAIRMAILS 
DALBANIA 
• AMERICANA 
DANDORRA 
DANTARCTICA 
D ARMENIA 
DARPHILA 
DASTROLOGY 
D AUSTRIA 
• BELGIUM 
D BICENTENNIAL 
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DCAMBODIA 
DCENTENARY 
• CHESS 
DCHILDREN'S YEAR 
DCHURCHILL 
DCOLOMBIA 
DCOPERNICUS 
DCOSTA RICA 
•CONCORDE 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR SPECIALTY 
• ECUADOR 
D EISENHOWER 
D EUROPA 
• EXHIBITIONS 
D FOOTBALL 
DFRANCE& COLONIES 
DFRENCH COMMUNITIES 
DINSECTS 
DINV. CENTER 
• J.F. KENNEDY 
DLAOS 
• LATVIA 
DLENIN 
DLIBERIA 
• LINCOLN 
DLIONS 
DLITHUANIA 
• M A P S 
•MARINE LIFE f 
• MEDICINE 
• M I N . SHEETS 

Please Check TOTAL Value of Our Approvals Desired 
•$100 . D$200. O%S0Q. •$1,000. 

Please Check Limit for INDIVIDUAL Item: 
• $ 1 0 . D$30. D U p t o ? 

• MONACO 
•MONTREAL 
•MUSIC 
•OLYMPICS 
• PAINTINGS 
• PHILEX 
• POLAND 
• RAILROADS 
• RED CROSS 
• RELIGION 
• F.D. ROOSEVELT 
• ROTARY 
• RUSSIA 
• DR. SCHWEITZER 
•SCOUTS 
•SOCCER 
•SPACE 
•SPAIN & COLS. 
• SPORTS 
• STAMP ON STAMP 
• T A N N U TUVA 
• U.N. (Worldwide) 
• U.P.U. 
•V IETNAM 
•WOMEN'S YEAR 
• ZEMSTVO 

Please check if you are interested In: 
• Errors • Trial Colors • Die Proofs 

NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 
BUSINESS or BANK References 

ZIP 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, INC 
P.O. BOX 448, MONROE, N.Y. 10950 
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President's Message by Mark C. Maestrone 

A fter numerous headaches, lost (or graying) 
hair, and baggage (who am I kidding — it's 

more like steamer trunks) under the eyes, you 
now have in your hot little hands the product of 
many months work. All of us on the JSP Com­
mittee and on the Board of Directors of SPI hope 
that our "new format" house publication will 
better serve you, the membership. We have tried 
our best to incorporate many of the suggestions 
you made in last year's questionnaire, but as they 
say, you can't please everyone all the time. If 
you feel that we are forgetting something critical, 
do let us know. 

For this first issue, I would like to give you 
a quick tour. First, you will notice by quickly 
perusing the Table of Contents, that we have a 
roughly even balance of Olympic and sports 
articles. While still on the Contents Page, notice 
the pictographs at left: key articles will be high­
lighted with their respective logos. 

Now, let's go deeper inside (don't skip the 
President's Message — you don't want to miss my 
occasional chuckles). First up in the Regular 
Features department is "The Sports Arena," our 
answer to the Member's Bourse, Things To Send 
For, Questions, and other quick takes all rolled 
into one. This is followed by 13 pages of articles. 

In the very center of each issue will be four 
pages devoted to checklists. The location is criti­
cal; these pages can be removed and filed without 
interfering with the rest of the publication. 

We follow with five more pages of articles 
before hitting the "back-of-the-book" (sorry, no 
cinderellas folks). This is where most of our 
regular features and columns will be located. 
"Olympic News," a brand new column, will bring 
you up to date on developments in the Olympic 
world that are not necessarily philatelic. Often, 
this means information on upcoming Games or 
candidate cities. This issue's contribution looks at 
Atlanta's candidature for the 1996 Summer Olym­
pics, an introduction to Salt Lake City's bid for 
the '98 Winter Games, and reports on this year's 
U.S. Olympic Academy. 

Next on board are Dorothy Weihrauch's 

"News of'Our Members" and "Reviews" Col­
umns. 

The excitement builds with a new column on 
exhibiting penned by International Olympic Ex­
hibitor, Jim Bowman. Jim is going to tackle this 
complex topic from both the Olympic and sport 
perspectives with the help of other sports exhibit­
ors. Look for some helpful advice and encourage­
ment in the months to come. 

Bringing up the rear, our ever-popular "New 
Issues" column PLUS a new addition — a "Com­
memorative Sports Cancels" column compiled by 
yours truly. Initially, I'll be backtracking to 1988 
to cover cancels as listed in the General Image 
Catalogue. 

The one feature missing from this issue is the 
"Letters" column; we haven't received any! 
Hopefully, members may feel more motivated by 
our expanded coverage to let us know what 
they're thinking about. As always, we need to 
fill these pages with something, so get out the 
pen and paper and shoot us some articles; we 
especially need sports-related material. 

I would also like to direct your attention to 
the dreaded renewal envelopes enclosed with this 
edition. You will notice that for the first time in 
many, many years, we have had to raise our 
rates. Jn fact, we don't recall exactly when the 
last increase was. Postage rates have risen many 
times since then and threaten to do so again come 
February, 1991. At the same time, this new 
format increases the size of each issue by about 
one-third. So, we think you will be getting a lot 
more "bang for your buck." 

We also have planned a number of bonuses 
for inclusion with your JSP. Our membership 
roster with cross-indexed collecting interests will 
be published as a separate booklet. This will be 
one of our first bonuses. Monographs, special 
reprints, bibliographies and other assorted "good­
ies" are planned as bonuses as well. 

So, we hope you will stick with us as mem­
bers of our great thematic fraternity: Sport & 
Olympic Philatelists! • 
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The Sports Arena by Mark C. Maestrone 

The United States Postal Service announced the use of 
new indicia on its internal penalty mail envelopes to adver­
tise the USPS sponsorship of the 1992 Olympic Games. 

The announcement, without illustrations, was made in 
the February 8, 1990 issue of their Postal Bulletin. The 
report indicates that the new indicia will bear the Olympic 
Rings and words, "Official Olympic Sponsor". 

Current plans call for the USPS headquarters organiza­
tion and officers to be the first recipients of the new spon­
sorship stationery. Other branches of the postal service will 
be supplied with the revised materials as they deplete their 
current stocks. 

Over the next few months, readers may wish to inquire 
with their own post offices about securing examples, as 
these will be eminently collectible pieces. Let JSP know if 
you find one, so that we can illustrate it in a fliture issue. 

Jim Yarwood needs members to help with editing the 
completeness and accuracy of the catalog information for 
the Simplified Handbook of Adult Competitive Sports 
Stamps. Jim also wants corrections to the current series 
published up through 1972, and needs help for the 
upcoming sections, 1973 to date. Jim can be contacted at 
5925 Clarendon Avenue, Rockford, IL 61111-5509. 

USPS plans to issue a booklet of 5 different designs 
commemorating various famous U.S. Olympic athletes, 
including Jesse Owens, were changed. While the stamps 
were still issued on time (July 6, 1990 in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota), the format was altered to a pane of 50 stamps. 

The reason for the change, according to USPS officials 
and as reported in Linn's Stamp News issue of April 16, 
revolved around a scheduling problem with the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing (BEP), the primary printer of U.S. 
issues. With the impending rate change in 1991, the BEP 
has been engaged in producing the non-denominated 
F-series stamps which are used for domestic mail only. 
Huge quantities of these stamps are required to bridge the 
gap between the rate change and production of first-class 
letter rate postage at the new 30 cent rate. 

While many Olympic collectors, especially from the 
U.S., may be disappointed that an Olympic stamp in book­
let form has yet to be issued, the five athletes commemor­
ated here make a nice addition. Hopefully, a booklet may 
yet be produced, especially as the USPS is an Official 
Olympic Sponsor and will want to capitalize on its par­
ticipation in this program. We'll all have to take a "wait-
and-see" attitude! 

Sherwin Podolsky came across an'item in Ihe.Los 
Angeles Times that might be"of interest to all collectors of 
sports and Olympic memorabilia. In his column "Your 
Collectibles," LA Times Staff Writer Ronald L. Soble 
reports on a publication entitled The Sports Address Bible 

(also titled The Comprehensive Directory of Sports 
Addresses, 1989-1990, 4th edition, 345 pages, soft-cover, 
$12.95 by mail). This helpful source for sports information 
lists addresses telephone numbers and contact persons for a 
number of sports. In addition, it includes listings for sport-
card manufacturers, hobby periodicals, mail-order houses, 
stores, shops and clubs. 

This publication is available from Ed Kobak, Jr., 
Global Sports Productions Ltd., 717 11th Street, Santa 
Monica, CA 90402. 

Another major periodical for the sports hobbies noted 
in this article: Sports Collectors Digest, 700 E. State Street, 
Iola, Wl 54990. 

When it comes to philatelic terms, philatelists are often 
accused by the uninitiated of speaking a foreign language, 
yet even the initiated are quickly humbled when dealing 
with philatelic terminology in a foreign tongue. Like any 
technical field, our unique usage of words is rarely trans­
lated in standard English-foreign language dictionaries. 
Deciphering an auction, article or letter from a fellow 
collector can become a daunting task, and in the case of the 
former, a potentially expensive task — especially if you 
misbid on a lot! 

The German Philatelic Society has come to the rescue 
(20 years ago) by publishing the German-English Philatelic 
Dictionary. Still in print, it is available from the GPS for 
$13.50 postpaid ($11.50 for members). Write to them at: 
GPS Service Center, Box 779, Arnold, MD 21012. 

No one can accuse the U.S. Olympic Committee of 
being slow out of the philatelic starting blocks. Their recent 
mailing of information relating to the 1992 Olympic Games' 
U.S. Ticket Agent was sent in oversized envelopes bearing 
a slogan meter tape (Figure 1). 

The tape, in red, promotes the U.S.'s participation in 
the Games. To the left is the USOC's quadrennial logo in 
the shape of a shield with the words "USA/1992" over the 
Olympic Rings. This tape was generated on meter 
#F9700048. The circular date hub reads "COLORADO 
SPRINGS/COLO." around the inner edge, and is dated 
April 18, 1990. It is unknown how long this meter has been 
in use. 

Z = T 9 9 2 = 

<®9 * J: l'c>' (Tin * ' ' 

Figure 1. Red USOC meter tape being used for the 1988-1992 
quadrennial period. 
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The ASICS TIGER CORPORATION, a major manu­
facturer of athletic shoes and apparel, has been utilizing 
colored picture post cards to advertise their products and the 
athletes they sponsor. 

The front of each card is comprised of a color action 
photograph of an athlete wearing ASICS clothing. The 
ASICS logo and athlete's name also appear on the face of 
each card. In some cases, a facsimile of the athlete's 
signature appears along with the event and/or competition 
in which the athlete has been victorious. 

The reverse is a divided back which lists the various 
worldwide corporate offices with their addresses, telephone 
and FAX number. No printer information is noted. 

A phone call to the U.S. headquarters in California 
revealed that the cards are produced for advertising pur­
poses and are not sold. Normally, they are distributed 
during special ASICS TIGER events. Cards are often 
produced for specific athletes when they make personal 
appearances, the cards therefore serving the purpose of a 
special memento for the public. 

ASICS mailed me a selection of 4 different cards that 
happened to be "in-stock" at the time. These cards (Figures 
2 & 3) illustrate: 

• PATRIK SJOBERG/SWEDEN (high jump) 
»• JUMA/IKANGAA/TANZANIA (running) 
• WERELDKAMPIOEN/NELLI COOMAN 60M 1987 
• ROS A/MOTA/PORTUG AL/OLYMPIC MARATHON 

CHAMPION/1988 SEOUL 

You can contact them at: ASICS TIGER CORP. 
South Susan Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704. 

3030 

Figure 2. 1988 Olympic Champion, Rosa Mota, on ASICS 
TIGER promotional post card. 

' , . J i j,ojBW»WBW>WW|rtta>i> 

Figure 3. ASICS post card depicting Nelli Cooman, 1987 World Champion in the 60m sprint. 
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IOC Congresses and Sessions 

by Guiseppe Sahelli Fioretti 

(Note: This article appeared in the June 
1983 edition of The Olympic Review and 
is presented here with slight modifica­
tions and the kind permission of Mr. 
Fiorett i . Where possible, catalogue 
numbers for the various cancels and 
postal stationery have been included as 
fol lows: V = Volk; S = S c h n e i d e r ; 
Wi=Winternheimer. Edited by Sherwin 
Podolsky, George Scheffel, and Mark 
Maestrone. Illustrations courtesy of 
Sherwin Podolsky.) 

The philatelic history of the IOC 
Congresses and Sessions begins 

with the Prague Session held from 29 
May to 4 June , 1925. It was the 
eighth on the list, starting with the 
Congress held in Paris, at the Sor-
bonne , from 16 to 24 June , 1984 
where it was decided to restore the 
Olympic Games. Before Prague, there 
had been the Congress of 1897 at Le 
Havre, Brussels (1905), Paris (1906), 
Lausanne (1913), Paris again (1914), 
and Lausanne-Montbenon (1921). In 
1925, the IOC had reached its 23 rd 
Session, but up to that time philately 
was not yet an aspect of this type of 
event. 

The Congress at Prague was the 
first, and remains the most important 
in this area of Olympic phi la tely. 
Thanks to the enthusiasm and activity 
of M r . Guth Jarkovski , a former 
member of the IOC in Czechoslo­
vakia, the Congress was distinguished 
by an issue of three stamps (Scott 
#B137-139) celebrating the event 
obtained by an overprint (in blue ink 
on the first two values, in red on the 
highest value) affixed to three stamps 
bearing the portrait of Masaryk which 
had been issued two years previously. 
The first line of the overprint is in 
semi-circular form (text: Congress 
Olymp. Intern.) and forms an outline 
below the face of Mr. Masaryk. Be­
neath, between the two indications of 
value, a second line specifies the town 
and the year: Praha 1925. Table 1 
lists the pertinent information on these 
stamps. 

On the back of them can be found 
a large monogram, printed in black 
and composed of three interlaced 
letters of the alphabet:" P . " in the 

center, and slightly superimposed a 
coupled "C." and "S." These are the 
initials of the Posta Cesko Slovenska. 
These stamps were sold for double 
their face value and the surplus divid­
ed be tween the Czechos lovak ian 
Olympic Committee and the post 
office employees benevolent fund. 

The Italian specialist, Maurizio 
Tecardi, who has made a penetrating 
study of this issue from the point of 
view of the overprint, the paper, the 
watermark and the perforations, points 
out variations in the printing, such as 
the "C" in the word "Congress , " 
which is incomplete below, the "R" 
of "Praha" without the stroke of the 
lower oblique line (which makes it 
look more like a "P") and also the 
absence of some letters in different 
words. One variation which may be 
considered as constant, but only on 
t h e 50 h . , i s t h e l e t t e r " O " of 
"Olymp" open on the right, which 
makes it look like a "C." The three 
values have in common the absence of 
a full stop after "Internal." 

As far as the paper is concerned, 
there are only three types to be found: 
light, thick and heavy. The latter is 
one of the rarest. The study of the 
watermark is much more rewarding. It 
can be found in eight different posi­
tions. It is made up of two pairs of 
lime-blossom leaves, joined in the 
middle by an undulating horizontal 
line. The four positions which can be 
found with a horizontal watermark are 

doubled if the paper has been printed 
with a vertical watermark. 

Tecardi's perforation study was 
done on about 100 sets with a precis­
ion idontometer. The perforations used 
on these stamps are listed in Table 1. 
According to the usual method, the 
first number indicates the horizontal 
perforation, and the second the verti­
cal perforation. 

The Czechoslovak postal authori­
ties have not only opened up this 
Olympic sector in the world of post­
age stamps but they have also graced 
it with a set of five postal cards 
(V:V.B.la-e). The green 50 h. cards 
carry a portrait of Masaryk; the cards 
are overprinted in the upper left cor­
ner with text in five lines (Figure 1): 

MEZINARODNI 
KONGRES OLYMPIJSKY 

CONGRES 
OLYMPIQUE INTERNATIONAL 

PRAHA 1925. 

This overprint was printed in five 
different colors exactly the same as 
those of the Olympic Rings, the em­
blem of the IOC: blue, black, red, 
yellow, or green. For this reason, 
there were five different cards. 

Finally, we come to the cancella­
tions, of which there were two. The 
first (V:VI.C.B.I) was a continuous 
machine type which the Spanish call 
"rodillo" and the Italians call "without 
end." Affixed in a cartouche (undulat-

Table 1: 

Scott # 

B137 

B138 

B139 

1925 Prag 

Denom. 

50 h. 

100 h. 

200 h. 

ue Olympic Congress Stamps 

Color 

Green 

Red 

Blue 

Printing 

280,000 

110,000 

50,000 

Perforations 

U'A x 1414, 
14 x 14V*, 
U'A x U'A 

U'A x U'A, 
14 x U'A, 
U'A x U'A 

13-3/4 x U'A, 
U'A x U'A, 
U'A x U'A 
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Figure 1. 1925 IOC Congress postal card with commemorative handcancel (Type I). 

ing lines) can be read the following 
legend in four lines (Figure 3): 
MEZINARODNI KONGRES OLYM-
PIJSKY/CONGRES OLYMPIQUE 
INTERNATIONAL/24. V.-6. VI. 1925 
/(Oly. Rings) PRAHA (Oly. Rings). 

The m a n u a l c a n c e l l a t i o n 
(V:VI.E.l) is round and comes in 
three slightly differing types, obvious­
ly because of the four different dies. 
[These differences appear in the loca­
tion of the letter "O" of "OLYM­
PIQUE" and the configuration of the 
tail of the number "1" in "1925." In 
the first variety, the tail is straight and 
the "O" is situated below and between 
the "OD" in "MEZINARODNI." The 
second variety has a slightly curved 
tail in the number " 1 . " The third 
variety has a straight tail, but the "O" 
is located directly under the "O" in 
"MEZINARODNI." [Further varie­
ties are discussed in the accompanying 
article by Sherwin Podolsky.] 

This, then, is the rich philatelic 
haul of the Prague Congress, which 
has not been surpassed up to now and 
which offers us some rarities among 
the varieties. 

After Prague, there came the 
Berlin Congress (1930) which also left 
us a philatelic souvenir: a round can­
cellation, in black, affixed at "BER­
LIN W8" (V:VI.E.l). Illustrated in 
the center are the five rings superim­
posed on the famous Brandenburg 

Gate. Above, is "1930," and along the 
circle under the gate is "Olympischer 
Kongress Berlin" (Figure 2). Its value 
is increased if it appears on the envel­
ope used by the German Olympic 
Committee. 

There is a delay of several years 
before this collection can be enlarged. 
The next Session to give us this op­
portunity is the 51st, held at Cortina 
d'Ampezzo during the Vllth Olympic 
Winter Games in 1956. Amongst the 
many manual cancellations adopted, 
there was one (S:IV.e) with the in­
dication "SEDE C-I-O" and the same 
is borne out by the machine cancella­
tions (S:V.2). t 

There is also a linear stamp re­
served for registered letters of the 
IOC. It is on two lines and reads: 
"Cortina d'Ampezzo/Sede CIO." 

Figure 2. Berlin 1930 Olympic Congress 
cancel. 

These obli terations 
have a higher value if 
they have been made 
on cards issued by the 
IOC for members of 
the IOC taking part at 
the Session, which can 
be recognized by the 
two line inscription on 
the back (under the five 
Olympic Rings in white 
relief): "51" Session du 
Comite International 
Olympique/Cor t ina 
d'Ampezzo (Italie)." In 
regard to the cancella­
tion made by hand, the 
linear stamps are of 
two types, with slight 
differences, due to the 
fact that two dies were 
used, both hand en­
graved. 

At the Rome Games 
(1960) there was one single cancella­
tion (S:IV.4). It was round with the 
inscription "SESSIONE C.I.O." In 
this case it has higher value if it is 
found on an official envelope. 

The subsequent stages of this 
interesting Olympic sub-theme are as 
follows: 

1962 - 59th Session, Moscow 
A postal envelope with a postage 

stamp of 4 k. and bearing a design in 
red and blue at the top left showing 
the towers of the Kremlin and the em­
blem of the IOC with the words 
"IOC/Session/Moscow" written on the 
inside. 

1964 - 61st Session, Innsbruck 
Circular cancellation (Wi:B.5) 

with a diameter of 40mm bearing the 
emblem of the Games and text: 
"INNSBRUCK 1/61. Session Interna­
tionales Olymp. Comite/IX. Olymp. 
Winterspiele." Twelve dies were used 
each bearing the same subject but 
differing in number from 1 through 
12. 

1965 - 63rd Session, Madrid 
A stamp (Scott #1315) showing 

the Madrid Sports Palace (face value 
1 peseta) as well as a round hand 
cancellation (WkB.l): "MADRID/63 
SESION COMITE OLIMPICO IN­
TERNATIONAL." 
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