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TRADITIONAL KIRKPINAR OIL WRESTLING 

by Onae William Janaen.III 

Wrestling, the oldest known and recorded combat sport on 
Earth. The historical Klrkplnar Wrestling contests are 
a glimpse Into the hundreds of years of traditions In 
Turkey and her sport of "Pehllvan." 

Klrkplnar has an heroic source, passing on from genera­
tion to generation. Genturles ago, a group of forty 
soldiers under commandof Suleyman Pasha, the early Otto­
man commander who first conquered part of Europe, 
crossed the Dardenelles River one night on a raft, 
landing at Galllpoll, and taking part In the European 
campaign, in their leisure tlm« these forty soldiers 
conducted wrestling matches until there were only two 
undefeated men left to wrestle and decide the champion. 
The final two soldlerB wrestled non-stop from early 
morning until the moon rose high In the night sky. No 
one could persuade them to call the match a draw, they 
Just kept wrestling. Then finally at midnight, the two 
soldiers fell to the ground exhausted, and died. The 
sad news left the others bereft of their enthusiasm to 
continue the match. Early at dawn, the remaining soldiers 
burled their friends under a fig tree and continued on 
their Journey. Later on, visitors to the spot of the 
soldiers memorial had observed a spring of water bubb­
ling out of the ground between the two graves. They 
drank of the Ice cold water and called It "Xli-klar 
Plnari" or "the Spring of the Forty," In memory of the 
forty brave wrestlers. The name later became "Klrkplnar" 
or "Forty Springs1.' In the following years, old-style 
wrestling matches, In which the competitors oil their / 
skin, were arranged on the very meadow where the two 
men now rest. Now, every year in June, the green fleldB 
of Edlrne play host to Turkey's annual customary folk-
style wrestling called "Pehllvan." Turkey's "Pehllvan',' 
or "Oil Wrestling," is still carried on with the same 
old traditions, oostumes, and customs. 



Edlrne is Turkey's border city in Europe. The fields In 
Edlrne are encircled by a stream and this area 1B desig­
nated "the Inner Court." This Is where the matches are 
held. The Klrkplnar matches have been an annual event 
in Turkey for hundreds of years and are now called "The 
Forty Spring Games." Wrestlers known throughout the 
land come to compete in the games. At the same time "* . \" 
folklore groups, musicians, and others flock to Edlrne 
to add color and an air of festivity to the event. 

Just as modern day sporting events have announcers, so 
does the Turks' pehllvan wrestlers. The "Cazglr" is a 
person who announces the competitors In the field of 
wrestling, leads In the opening prayer and starts the 
matches. Wearing a special uniform, he stands behind 
each pair of wrestlers, who hold both hands, then he 
roars out the names of each wrestler, their records, 
skills, and favorite moves. Next he say9 the prayer 
called "Salavat." The Cazglr le among the most color­
ful personalities in the games. His Jingles and prayers 
are particularly Interesting to observe and to hear. 

The wrestling at Klrkplnar Is Freestyle Oil wrestling. 
Famous wrestlers come from all regions of Turkey to 
engage in this prestigious tournament. All the wrestlers 
wear a special type of leather pants resembling "knick­
ers" called "Klspet." The combatants then oil ther upper 
torso, which is bare-chested, with Olive oil.The Hatches 
are then divided into four groups: the little "deste" or 
"grade" for the youngest wrestlers; the middle "deste" 
for medium aged wrestlers; and finally, the "second 
prize" and "grand prize deste'.' A draw is NOT acceptable 
as a score result, there MUST be a winner In each match. 
This ruling is In keeping with the legend of the two 
soldiers that died after wrestling. There are different 
prizes awarded to the finalist (champion) of each deste. 
The greatest prize awarded at Klrkplnar Is the "Golden 
Belt." This honor is bestowed upon the champion of the 
"grand prize deste" for three consecutive years. 

To commemorate the "Klrkplnar Wrestling Matches," the 
Turkish Postal Bureau Issued a set of three stamps de­
pleting "Pehllvan Wrestling." The stamps are In values 
of 10, 20, and 100 Lira. The set was released June 30, 
1986. The stamps are listed In Scott's Standard PoBtage 
Stamp Catalogue, volume #4 on page #897, at the top of 
the first column. The stamps are numbered 2354, 2355,and 
2356 respectively. The design number is A613. All three 
stamps have a common background of the Selimlye Mosque 
in Edlrne, a truly magnificent masterpiece of Ottoman 
architecture. The first stamp depicts the wrestlers oil­
ing up, while the second, depicts four wrestlers oiling 
up with the Cazglr behind thern. The third stamp, 100 
lira (Scott #2356), depicts two wrestlers engaged In 
"Pehllvan."Trio Is handsomely designed and brilliantly 
colored. 



It is written in history that the traditional Turkish 
wrestling style of "Pehllvan," 1B an off-shoot of the 
"Kureeh Wrestling" brought to Turkey by the Turkoman 
tribes over 600 years ago. This fact Is readily evident 
in that in 1987, the 626th celebration of the "Klrkplnar 
Wrestling Matches" were held at Edlrne, the permanent. 
site. "•*_. v> 
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The Turkoman tribes were so well trained and fit, the 
Arabs recruited them from the regions of Central Asia 
to be soldiers in their armies. Eventually, the Turks 
revolted against their Arab masters and seized power, 
ruling an area from Morocco in North Africa to the 
behemoth.of India. In the year of 1299 A.D., a young 
Emir took power of the land, united the Turkoman tribes, 
and formed the mighty "Ottoman Empire," which Included 
all of present day North Africa, the Middle East and 
parts of Eastern Europe. The great Ottoman Empire met 
its demise In 1922. Prior to that, The Ottoman Turks 
took their " Kureeh Wrestling" wherever they conquered 
and ruled. 

Today, both styles, "Pehllvan and Kureeh Wrestling" are 
still practiced as popular national styles in countries 
such as Bulgaria, Greece, Iran, Turkey, and Yugoslavia. 
The styles have Influenced modern day wrestling through­
out the regions of Eastern Europe and the Middle East. 

One of the most famous "pehllvan" matches occured in the 
1969 Klrkplnar Wrestling Festival finals when the cham­
pion "Uzum" defeated former champion "Ordulu" In a match 
that lasted 14 hours and 35 minutes of non-stop wreBt-
llng before"Uzum" finally pinned "Ordulu." 

Let it not be said that Turkish tradition is not alive ' 
and flourishing in modern day Turkey! Good Job,Turkey.! 
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GERMAN 1899 SPORTING GOODS FAIR 

The promoters o-f the Sporting Goods Fair held in Munich in 
1899 produced several postal cards printed to private 
order which are among the earliest philatelic items 
related to various sports. The one illustrated 
incorporates a number of items o-f sports equipment held by 
the cherub-type figures, which were widely* ' used,, to> 
illustrate a variety of themes on postcards of that'era. 
Among the sports paraphernalia which can be identified 
are hiking equipment, bar bells, a net (possibly used for 
fishing), a ball about the size of a soccer ball, what 
seems to be a crossbow, possibly a lacrosse racket, 
possibly the wheel of a bicycle, a croquet mallet, ball 
and wicket, a tennis racket, fishing pole, a boat paddle, 
and a shotgun. This postal card has been postally used. 
It is addressed to a recipient in Wiener Neustadt and 
bears that town's cancellation dated June 1, 1899. The 
postmark on the impressed green S pfennig Bavaria stamp 
(like Scott 39) is illegible. Because postal regulations 
at this time precluded the writing of anything except the 
recipient's name and address on the address side of a 
postcard, the sender has inscribed his (her ?) message 
and signature on the picture side of the card. 

^ffijift'^ 
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Early postal stationery printed to private order provides 
much valuable material for all thematic collectors. 
Private organisations of many types arranged with the 
postal authorities to have their message or illustration 
printed on the reverse of government-authorized postal 
cards. The cards were then sold privately or used for the 
organization's business mail. Such postal cards Are known 
for many European countries as well as for Australia and 
New Zealand. They are unfortunately very hard to trace, 
there being no single catalogue which attempts to identify 
the many organizations for which printed to private order 
postal cards were prepared. Some countrys' specialized 
catalogs do identify and illustrate the thematic side of 
such postal cards, but most do not. In fact records 
probably no longer exist which would permit the 
compilation of a complete listing of all printed to 
private order postal cards which were issued. Examples of 
these cards turn up frequently, however, in postal 
stationery, postcard and thematic auctions, so it is well 
worth while to scan such auction lists carefully. 

by Dorothy E. Weihrauch 
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SPORT STAMPS: BEHIND THE SCENES 
by MARGARET A JONES P A R T 1 7 
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States team. 1 2 0 Basketball i s a good example of the ro le victory plays 
In the selection and Issuance of phi la te l ic materials . 

In the Fourteenth European Basketball Championships the Soviet team 
won the European t i t l e for the eighth time by defeating Yugoslavia, 
58-^9. A stamp (Fig. 752) commemorated th i s 1965 event which was held 
in Moscow and portrayed a map of Europe and sixteen flags of the p a r t i - . . 
clpatlng countr ies . ,« \ 

Three basketball stamps commemorated other various Soviet events. 
In 1956 women were portrayed on the stamp (Fig. 753) commemorating the 
All-Union People's Spartaklada. The Third People's Spartaklada was 
publicized through a stamp (Fig. 7510 in 1963, and the third stamp (Fi«. 
755) publicized the Fifth Youth Spartaklada which was held in 1971. 

Volleyball ha3 appeared on three stampst each commemorating dif­
ferent types of competition. The f i r s t commemoration (Fi^j. 75°) was the 
1956 F i r s t People's Spartaklada. The next stamp (Fig. 757) was for the 
Internat ional Summer Sports Championship in 1962, and the European 
Junior Volleyball Championship was the l a t e s t stamp (Fig. 758), appear­
ing in 1969. 

Soviet volleyball joined the international federation in 19^8. The 
Soviet women's volleyball team has won the European championships in 
19^9, 1950, 1951s and 1958, and I t has captured f i r s t place in the World 
Volleyball Championships in 1952, 1956, and I960. The men's volleyball 
team won the world t i t l e in 19^9, 1952, and I960, while holding the 
European t i t l e in 1950 and 1951.121,122 Interes t ingly, none of these 
v ic tor ies was recorded on Soviet stamps. 

Summary 

The first stamp to be issued in Russia was in 1857, and in 1935 the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Issued the first ten sport stamps as 
a set to commemorate the International Games at Moscow. Over 300 sport-
related stamps have been issued by the Soviet Union. Occassionally five 
autonomous republics! Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Ukrain, and White 
Russia issue stamps on their ownj however, none of these republics have 
commemorated sport-related events. 

At the turn of the century Rus3la had no national sports such as 
football, baseball, or cricket. The Russian intellects frowned upon 
athletics as a "waste of time and a desecration of the temple."123 

In 1921, the Soviet Union started their "sports for all" program. 
The government explored the aspects of sports and adopted a pure amateur 
sports participation and competition ideology. Amateur awards and pro­
fessional monetary rewards were forbidden, and athletes were not allowed 
to participate in the Olympic Games. All sports were strictly regulated 
"by school sports clubs, trade unions, army units, villages, and other 
social units."12'* 

120ibld. 
121viadlmlr Sawin, "Volleyball—Everybody's Game," Union of 

Soviet Socia l i s t Republics I l lus t ra ted Monthly 35 (August 1959)i62. 

122"Sports," Soviet Union 130 (1960):53. 
123Mlchael T. Florlnsky, Russia (Vol. 2: New York: The Macmillan 

Company, 1953). p. H 6 3 . 
12/+C. K. Hackensmith, History of Physical Education (New York: 

Harper and Row, Publishers, 1966), p. 221. 
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The slogan In the Soviet Union is still "Sports are for every­
body!", and physical culture is as important as any other area of 
culture.125>12° Matches are played on Sundays so as not to Interfere 
with work or study schedules, and the republic and national tournaments, 
which lasts a week or two, are held during vacation periods. An annual 
sports calendar Is printed to list the main competitions, sports fes­
tivals, and championships In all of the recognized sports for the Soviet. 
Union. The Soviets charge only a few cents for admission to athletic 
events.127,128,129 

About 60 international sports are played in the Soviet Union. Mass 
participation is found in all Olympic sports except bobsledding and 
field hockey. Those which are most popular Include soccer football, 
track and field, basketball, and volleyball. Skiing, skating, and 
hockey are the most popular winter sports.130s131s132 Tennis, boxing, 
wrestling, swimming, sailing, roving, water polo, sharpahootlng, para­
chuting, and gliding also are mentioned frequently in Soviet literature 
with badminton and handball gaining In popularity.133 Chess is regarded 
as a sport in the Soviet Union, and national tournaments receive as much 
attention as athletic events when they are held. National championships 
are held in approximately 50 sports. 

All of the above mentioned activities have been commemorated on 
Soviet stamps. Olympic events, not noted on stamps, Include judo and 
shooting. The other international sport not yet shown on a stamp is 
motor ball, a game in which soccer football is played on motorcycles. 

Popular activities which are native to the Soviet Union Includei 
georgiachidaba (national type wrestling), golulke (similar to bowling 
but a club is thrown), handball (played on an open field like American 
touch football), lelo (similar to American football), tskhenburtl (polo-
type game), nentsi (reindeer races), kazakhstan-kyzkuaanl (coed eques­
trian game with a nagaika or whip as motivation), yakutz (lasso), Buryat 
archery, and lepta (similar to cricket).l?*>135sl36 Buryat archery 
(Fig. 536). Lapp reindeer race (Fl«. 735), Armenian wrestling (Fig. 5*5) 
and Pamir polo (Fig. 587) are the native games depicted on stamps. 

As for the less popular sports, rugby exists behind the Iron 
Curtain, but it is frowned upon because the players break bones, and 
this slows production in factories.13' It was introduced in 1923s but 

125Sam Harby, "The Physical Education Movement in Soviet Russia," 
The Journal of Health and Physical Education 1 (June 1930)17 

126Mashln, op., cit. 

127Harby, OJJ. cit. 
128Mashln, op., cit. 

129Morton, op., cit. 
130riackensmith, op., c i t . 
13lRoberts, OJJ. c i t . 
132Van Dalen and Bennett, op., c i t . 
1 33vi t , op., c i t . 
13l+Mashin, OJJ. c i t . 
135Sturzebecker, op., c i t . 
13°Van Dalen and Bennett, op., cit. 
13'baley, OJJ. cit. 
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the first Soviet rugby meet was not until 193i*.138 Golf, baseball, 
American football, cricket, lacrosse, and rounders have not been exten­
sively played, and field hockey definitely Is not popular in the Soviet 
Union.139 Women have not been allowed to "box, wrestle, lift weights, 
do 'deep' jumping, I.e., jumping down from a height, or to play soc­
cer. "l'+O No Soviet 3tamps portray any of these sports. 

Soviet stamps do appear to reflect the philosophy of physical cul­
ture In the Soviet Union. Over 7 per cent of the Soviet commei«oratlTev 
stamps are sport-related; this fact seems to agree with the apparent P 
importance of this area in Soviet culture. Native activities, sport 
societies, festivals, spartakladv. and international events, all have 
been commemorated on stamps which emphasizes the point that sports are 
for everyone. Victory Is very important in the Soviet philosophy. This 
is reflected in the large number of overprints and original stamps is­
sued in commemoration of the successes of the Soviet athletes in inter­
national competitions. 

There is an emphasis on finding potential International level 
athletes and readying them for these competitions. The spartakiady 
stamps among others reflect this emphasis. The major sports, which 
appear to be popular with the Soviet masses, are the sports that are 
found In International competitions, and these are the sports mainly 
used in stamp commemoration. Due to the favorable climatic conditions, 
Soviets excel in winter sports, and a major stamp emphasis on winter 
sports In the Soviet Union Indeed is found. 

138"QUerles from Readers," Soviet Life 88 (January 1964)tjk. 
139vit, op., cit. 

l^°Dawson, OJJ. cit.. p. 38. 

NOTE 1 Sports stamps published since this study was made in 1975 
will be discussed later. 
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FRANCE 

France, located in Western Europe, is bordered on the north by the 
English Channel, North Sea, Belgium, Luxembourg, and West Germany; on 
the east by Vest Germany, Switzerland, and Italy) on the south by 
Monaco, the Mediterranean Sea, Spain, and Andorra) and on the west by 
the Bay of Biscay and the Atlantic Ocean. Ranking fourteenth in the 
world in population, this largest country in Western Europe with 
212,918 square miles, is composed of plains, river beds and basins, 
valleys, and massifs, dunes, and chalk cliffs. France has a temperate 
climate with the mountainous regions having cold winters and heavy snow. 
The capital is Paris, and the government is a republic. '2 

Structure 

France has not been considered a sports-minded nation as has 
England, Germany, and Sweeden. Reasons include: (l) inadequate co­
ordinated leadership of sports agencies, (2) good physical educators 
have been in the army and French people resented the military inter­
ference in education, (3) school authorities emphasize the academic 
subjects, and (4) inadequate equipment.3 ?hokion Heinrich Clias, Swiss, 
constructed a gymnastic program based on German influence for the 
elementary schools of Paris between 1841 and 1848; however, at the turn 
of the twentieth century, physical education was lacking in the schools, 
and the sports activities usually took place during the leisure time of 
the students. The Swedish system and the natural exercise system of 
Georges Hebert entered French schools in the early 1900's, and until 
recently traditional gymnastics has remained in the schools. 

The Young Men's Christian Association, at the close of World War I, 
helped to introduce sports programs to the French army as well as mass 
play and games to school children. In addition, the national sports 
federations included patriotism as a part of their objectives. To 
encourage youth to participate in athletic training, Leo Lagrange 
started the Popular Athletics Diploma in 1937 for those who passed the 
Popular Sports Test, which had low standards. A stamp (Fig. 7!%Q, which 
was issued to commemorate the World University Games, Paris, August 31-
September 8, 1957. depicts Leo Lagrange, in recognition of his efforts. 
In addition, funds for recreation have been raised by semi-postal 
stamps. One of the 1937 stamps (Fig. 760), which portrays a tug of war, 
used the surtax to finance the recreational fund for the employees of 
the Post, Telephone, and Telegraph. 

The war halted this successful beginning; however, because the 
Germans wanted to keep the children busy and the French wanted to keep 
them strong, sports promotion continued on a limited scale. In 1947, a 
Superior Athletic Diploma was begun for high jump, a running race, 

•'•James B. Hatcher, ed . , 
1975 (3 vols.; New York: Scott publishing Company, 1975) 

2Lynn Vendien and John E. Nixon, Thp World Today in Health, 
Physical Education, and Recreation (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey; 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., i960), p. 10T. 

3Georges Belbenoit, "Sports and Physical Education in France," 
Journal of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation 19 (April 1943): 
251. 

Tleobold B. Van Dalen and Bruce L. Bennett, A World History of 
Physical Education: Cultural, Philosophical, Comparative (2nd, ed.; 
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1971), p. 272. 
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endurance race, shot put, swimming, and rope climbing,5 Since World 
War II, more emphasis has been placed upon recreational, social, and 
moral goals of physical education by the national sports federations, 
but nationalistic goals have remained dominant. A stamp (Fig. 76l) was 
issued in 1965 to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the estab­
lishment of the cultural centers for young people or France, and in 
1969 a stamp (Fig. 762) commemorated the inauguration of the Central 
School of Arts and Crafts at Chatenay-Malabry. •**.*•.***,..- •"*' \ » 

• • V *"w *< > 
French education has a centralized administration with tfie author­

ities housed in Paris. The National Secretary for Youth and Sports has 
complete control of the school physical education and recreational pro­
gram as well as the equipment. In 1966, the Secretariat became the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports. Regional and departmental personnel work 
with the sports bodies, schools, and leaders of the civilian societies 
and labor groups.6 

The Sports Union of Primary Education organizes competitions on a 
non-complex scale, usually in basketball and handball. The Association 
for School and University Sports organizes national competitions in 
basketball, handball, rugby, soccer football, volleyball, boxing, 
fencing, gymnastics, judo, swimming, tennis, track and field, weight 
lifting, and wrestling. The Association is run by physical education 
teachers and is affiliated with the International Federation of 
University Sports. Girls participate in all activities except com­
bative sports, rugby, football, and weight lifting. School and univer­
sity students participate in the same championships by different age 
groups.1 

Private associations sponsor school sports programs in France. 
The one-sport national leagues, i.e., swimming, are affiliated with 
their corresponding international leagues while multisport leagues are 
affiliated with national sports leagues in order that these players 
may participate in national chamDionships. The leagues are financed by 
the Ministry of Youth and Sport. 

Special Events 

Olympic Games 

Pierre de Fredi (1863-1937), later made the Baron de Coubertin, 
attended a French military school at St. Cyr. He was disturbed by the 
weakness of France in her political status and went to England to learn 
why Great Britain was stronger in influence. Pierre de Coubertin found 
that the youth learned to exercise their free minds while observing the 
traditions of their country. In addition, he developed a thesis that 
mutual respect was founded on knowing one another and that sports was 
the medium through which to accomplish this respect. 

In 1888, de Coubertin helped to create the 1_|_ Union des Sports 
Athlltlques. an organization which tried to stimulate physical educa­
tion programs in the schools and universities of Frnace; and In 1899, 
he began a monthly paper, La Revue Athlitique, in an attempt to spark 
a national Interest in sportsT9" In associating himself with the sport 

5vendien and Nixon, op_. cit. , p. 114. g 
6Van Dalen and Bennett, OJJ. cit., pp. 272,276. 
7Vendien and Nixon, op_. cit. , p. H 3 . 
8Ibid., 118. 
9Carole Ann B.eton, Olympic Game Philately (M.A. thesis, 

Sacramento State College, California, Microcard HE6183, 1969)• 
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of rowing, he found that each country had its own definitions of ama­
teurism, and de Coubertin felt that a meeting should take place to 
arrange for a world competition for youth if there was to be one world 
of sport.1° 

An Olympic committee of fifteen members was formed by de Coubertin . , 
after approval of his idea was agreed upon by the Athletic Sports Union ^^k 
in 1894. These members were selected as ones who would think of the ^^F 
good of the world rather than of one nation. He later was named Life 
President for the International Olympic Committee.H 

Pierre de Coubertin received a gold medal in literature during the 
fine arts contest at the 1912 Stockholm Olympic Games for his "Ode to 
Sport," entered under the pseudonymns of George Heherd and M. Eschbach. 
In 1956, a stamp (Fig. 763) was issued to honor de Coubertin as founder 
of the modern Olympic Games on their sixtieth anniversary. The por­
trait used was one taken in Geneva one year before his death. An 
athlete, representing G. Andre taking his oath for the 1924 Olympics 
appears in the background of the stamp.i2 

The French Olympic Committee was created in 1911 to ensure the 
training of Olympic potentials at the National Institute of Sports.13 
The Eighth Olympic Games were held in Paris in 1924, and France re­
ceived 22 medals: eleven gold, seven silver, and four bronze. Four 
stamps were issued to commemorate these Games. The first stamp (Fig. 
764) depicts an allegory of the Olympic Games at Paris with victory 
welcoming the athletes, and the second (Fig. 765) portrays the trophy 
or a miniature statue of winged victory of Samothrace. 

The next stamp depicts Milo of Croton, who is considered the best 
ancient Greek athlete, winning six times each at the Olympic and 
Pythian Games, ten times at Isthmian, and nine at Nemean. In 525 B.C., 
a center pillar in the temple of Croton began to crumble, and Milo held 
the ceiling until all excaped before jumping 27 feet to the outside. 
To display his strength, he dared persons to take a pomegranate away 
from him as well as other tricks such a splitting tree trunks with his 
bare hands as is depicted on the stamp. However, legend says he later 
became wedged between a split tree and fell prey to wild animals.14.15 
The remaining stamp (Fig. 767) in the set portrays a victorious athlete 
raising his arm in triumph while holding a palm and wearing a laurel 
wreath.1" 

To commemorate the Rome Olympic Games in I960, one stamp (Fig. 768) 
contains a portrait of Jean Bouln, a Frenchman who set the pace most of 
the way during the 5>000 meter run in 1912 only to be nipped at the wire 
by Hannes Kolehamainen of Finland. Bouln died during World War I and is 

l°Henry L. Buzzard, "Korld Cooperation in Sports," Topical Time 3-4 
(1952-I953)il3. 

H"We Honor Baron Pierre de Coubertin," SportStamps 2 (January 
1962):4. 

12Helen Turner, "France"s Tribute to Baron de Coubertin," 
Journal of Sports Philately 5 (June 1967):5-

13Vendien and Nixon, op_. cit. , p. 118. 
li+"Blg John," SportStamps 2 (May 1962) :9-

15"01ympiana," Journal of Sports Philately 2 (December 1963):17. 

l6prescott Holden Thorp, Commemorative Stamps of the World (New 
York: Scott Stamp and Coin Company, 1934). 
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REVIEWS 1 > 

Dorothy E. Weihrauch 

MATCHPOINT - Newsletter of the Tennis Study Group 

Number 11 o-f "Matchpoint" is dated June, 1988. The 
newsletter has grown to S single-spaced 8 1/2 x 11" pages. 
Editor Les Yerkes reports that o-f the material included in 
the group's recent 179 lot auction, 81.67. o-f the items 
were sold, with the tennis stamps, meters and postal 
stationery attracting the heaviest bidding. 

This issue o-f "Matchpoint" contains two long articles -
one by Ron Backhouse oi England on the postal history 
aspects o-f Wimbledon cancellations o-f the period 
1958-1964, the second by this reviewer, a continuation o-f 
a long article on exhibiting a tennis collection. A 
shorter article describes the tennis connection to 
Cervantes' novel "Don Quixote." The balance o-f this 
issue is devoted to describing the plethora o-f new tennis 
stamps which have recently been issued, and describing and 
illustrating new tennis cancellations. 

Persons interested in joining this active group should 
contact Les Yerkes at his new address - P. 0. Box 424, 
Albuquerque N.M. 87103. 

BICYCLE STAMPS 

The) -fourth issue of "Bicycle Stamps" dated spring, 1988, is 
like its predecessor a 64 page periodical in the 9 1/2" x 
11 3/4", -format, reproduced by photocopy. While a 
considerable amount of the material is not sports-related 
(in particular, locals created -for bicycle posts in 
various parts o-f the world are extensively covered), there 
is still a good deal here which will interest' those who 
collect bicycle sports. A number o-f French sports-related 
bicycle meters are reproduced as well as rare British 
and New Zealand late 19th century postal cards, printed to 
private order, -for the Cyclists' Touring Club and the New 
Zealand Cyclists' Touring Club respectively. These latter 
two are probably among the earliest philatelic items which 
has a bicycle sports connection. New material is also 
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illustrated, including an Australia Post souvenir cover of 
1986, U.S.S.R. stamped envelopes of 1986 and 1987, and 
new stamps of Benin, Chile, Ireland, Togo, Paraguay, 
Panama and Uganda. A number of vignettes and trade cards 
which are related to bicycle sports are also shown. 

To receive "Bicycle Stamps" regularly join the Bicycle 
Stamps Club. Annual dues are 916 payable to Norman Batho, 
Secretary, 358 Iverson Place, East Windsor NJ 08520. 

FILATELIA SPORT-OLIMPICA, ISSUE #20 

This is the May, 1988, issue of the journal of the Sports 
Group of the Italian Center for Thematic Philately, 
totalling 48 pages. A separate insert with this issue is 
an 8-page update of the 1986 edition of the "Catalog of 
Meter Cancels of C.O.N.I.," the Italian National Olympics 
Committee, which pictures several cancels which were 
oinitted from the original catalog, plus all new meter 
cancels used by C.O.N.I. during 1986 and 1987. 
Badminton, table tennis, tennis and baseball are among the 
sports celebrated on C.O.N.I. s meters during those years. 

A short article discusses the five sports organizations in 
Israel, three of which — Betar, Elitzur and Maccabi — 
are affiliated with politcal parties. The smallest. Aza, 
15 for university students, while Hapoel has a labor union 
affiliation. The Hapoel vignette promoting the 14th 
Hapoel Games in 1991 is reproduced. 

Bix pages are devoted to new basketball material - stamps, 
postmarks and meters. Another long article discusses the 
sport of "ciclocross" (cross-country bicycling) which will 
appear as a demonstration sport in the 1992 winter 
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Olympics at Albertvllle. The sport was developed early in 
this century by bicyle racers, who did not wish to remain 
inactive during the winter months. Postmarks and meter 
cancels are reproduced from a number of European countries 
where competitions in this sport have been held since at 
least 1909. 
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The roller cancel used at Barcelona in connection with the 
European baseball championship games held there in August, 
1V87, is reproduced. Holland won this championship, with 
Italy second and Spain third. Another long article is 
devoted to the Universiade (World University Games), 
extensively illustrated with reproductions of vignettes, 
postal stationery, stamps, postcards and cancellations 
which have publicized the games over the years. 

Finally, there are three pages of new sports cancellations 
and four pages o+ new (or newly discovered) sports-related 
meter cancels, including what may b? the only meter cancel 
(from Criwitz, Wisconsin) to have promoted water skiing. 
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SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER TODAY! 
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CHARIOTS OF FIRE AND THE 1924 OLYMPICS 
"A story from toy collection".. .Vic Maniklan 

Following the turr.oil of World War I and the harsh 1920 Canes at 
Antwerp, the world was better prepared for the Paris Olympic festivities of 
1924 with 3,000 athletes from 44 nations participating. 

And with these Games, Olympic philately presented a new dimension; vitb'j 
stamps, cancels, postal stationery and vignettes attracting the attention of 
the philatelic world. These caused both philatelists and sportsmen to become 
Interested also In collecting Olympic Games' stamps and cancels. As shown, 
France's stamp designs had a deep meaning towards the Games. Also shown Is a 
publicity cancel from March 1924 for the Paris Games. 

There are unusual happenings at every Olympic Game, and it Is almost 
impossible to think of the Paris Olympics without recalling images from the 
movie "Chariots of Fire." The film accurately depicts the contrasting 
personalities of British athletes, Harold Abrahams and Eric Llddell. 

Harold Abrahams was a tall, carefree Cambridge student who drank ale and 
smoked cigars. Eric Llddell a short, serious divinity student was a stern 
Scot. Llddell who had a peculiar running style of throwing his head back, 
while pumping his anas rigorously in front of him, thought his best event 
would be the 100 meter, but the heats were scheduled on Sunday. Competing on 
the Sabbath was a violation of his strict religious beliefs so Llddell did 
not run In the 100 meter. He chose. Instead, to enter the longer races, the 
200 and 400 meters. Eventually, Abrshams won the 100 meter and Llddell the 
400 meter while Jackson Scholz of the United States won the 200 meter dash. 

About three years ago I wrote a letter to Horatio Fitch, the American 
runner who came in second to Llddell in the 400 meter race. Mr. Fitch had 
just passed away (May 1985). However, I received a copy of a very lengthy 
diary of Horatio Fitch on the Olympic Carries of 1924. On July 11, 1924 just 
two-and-half hours before the final race, Horatio Fitch set a world record in 
the 400 meter semifinal heat in 47.8 seconds. Reading through his diary 
Fitch remembers winning the race with ease; as a matter of fact, coasting 
through the finish line. 

In the diary Fitch says: "The final race was different. Llddell shot 
out of the starting holes to take an early lead. Around the turn he held the 
same pace. I couldn't believe a man could set such a pace and finish. But 
Llddell pushed himself like a man possessed, head tilted back with 
determination." 

"I remember what my coach had told me—when you are getting tiredest, 
keep your arms driving high—I wasn't tired, but I couldn't go any faster. 
Every second, I expected the Scot to slow down, to tie-up. He had sprinted 
the entire race." 

"Llddell didn't weaken. Just as he broke the tape, I jumped for it in 
desperation. The gap was just too great. My reign as world's champion had 
lasted a little more than two hours." 

"I went up to congratulate Llddell after the race and he was pleasant, 
but rather aloof. I suppose that was the way most of the British were at the 
time. He never really said much of anything to me." 

"Chariots of Fire" depicted the times ar.d the people in the race with 
accuracy; however, my opinion is if Horatio Fitch had not pushed himself in 
the semifinals there would have been no "Chariots of Fire." 
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Horatio Fitch congratulates Eric Liddell 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 

SPI MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

New Members: 

1625R Thomas J . S t i l l m a n , 870 40th A v e . , San Franc isco , CA 94121 
He is a proaramer and general c o l l e c t o r w i t h specia l i n t e r e s t it 
bastbal1 and Olympics. (Jones) 

\626rX Bonner H .J . Lee, an accountant who is f l u e n t in E n g l i s h , 
Japanese and Korean. He c o l l e c t s Olympics, tennis and g o l f . 
(Jonts) 
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1627R Doris Theiler, 10 Settlers Landing Lane, Eastharepton, NY 
11937. She is a college professor and specifically collects 
1932 U.S. FDC , 1939 baseball FDC and 1960 Tahoe FDC. (Podolsky) 

1628R George Osterhoudt, 23 Custiss Ave., P08 339, Sodus, NY 
14551. He is a welder and has collecting interest baseball, 
baseball memorabilia & chess. (Jonts) 

1629R Charles D. Rabinovitz, POB 265, Sykesville, ND 21784. A 
teacher and general collector. He specializes in poster stamps, 
seals, labels and cinderellas for all sports. (Reiss) 

1630R Made Ion H. Uillard, 1260 21st St. MJ, Apt 806, Washington 
DC 20036. Her interest is in Olympic stamps. 

1631R Daryl Reesor, Box 35, Candle Lake, Sask. S0J 3E0 Canada. 
He is retired, a general collector and special interest in 
Olympics. (Jones) 

Reinstated: 

Johannesburg Public Liabrary, Johannesburg, South Africa 

New Address: 

Marion Dombrowski, 800 Werner Rd., Attica, NY 14011 
Warwick Gowland, 58 Dallington Tee, Christchurch 6, New Zealand 
Harry Johnson, c/o Donise Dietz, 9000 SU Nimbus, Beaverton, OR 

97005 
Klaus Kobusch, Box 2714, Ft. Riley, KS 66442. 
George A. Scheffel, 2020 Grant St., Concord, CA 94520 

Awards: 

Congratu lat ions to the f o l l o w i n g SPI 4 ATA winners -for the i r 
ac t ive promotion and achievement in our hobby: 

BEPEX ' 8 8 River Edge, NJ, JOAN BLEAKLEY won the SPI award and a 
plaque -for best sports e x h i b i t for ' v o l l e y b a l l " . 

OKPEX ' 8 8 , Oklahoma C i t y , OK, RICHARD SCHUTZ won a bronze for 
•World Cup Soccer* . 

P h i l a t e l i c Show ' 8 8 , Boxborough, MA, VERNON MOORE won a bronze 
for 'Blow the W h i s t l e * . 

ROMPEX ' 8 8 , Denver, CO, JOAN BLEAKLEY won an ATA gold and an APS 
vermeil for 'Frog and Toad T r i v i a * ; ALICE JOHNSON won an APS 
s i l v e r - b r o n z e and and ATA bronze for "Figure S k a t i n g * . 

SPRINGPEX ' 8 8 , S p r i n g f i e l d , VA, JOAN BLEAKLEY won reserve grand, 
APS & ATA g o l d ' s and V i r g i n i a Federat ion award for " V o l l e y b a l l " 

WESTPEX ' 8 8 , San Franc isco, CA, JAMES BOWMAN won a s i l v e r and the 
O ' N e i l l award for '1936 Olympic S p i e l e * . 

SPI Best of Show awards w i l l be a v a i l a b l e to q u a l i f i e d e x h i b i t o r s 
at the f o l l o w i n g shows: 

CALTAPEX ' 8 8 , October 14-16 , Calgary , Canada, for prospectus 
w r i t e John Van Staden, S e c , Exh ib i t Mgr. , Calgary P h i l a t e l i c 
S o c i e t y , Box 604, S ta t ion J , Calgary, A l b . T2A 4X8 Canada. 

PIPEX ' 8 9 , Edmonton, Canada, for prospectus w r i t e John M. Powe l l , 
Exh ib i t Chairman, Edmonton Stamp Club, PO Box 399, Edmonton, 
A l b . , Canada T5J 2J6 

PRINCEPEX '88 for prospectus w r i t e Joan B leak ley , 15906 Crest Dr. 
Woodridge, VA 22191 . 

SARAPEX ' 8 9 , Sarasota , FL, for prospectus w r i t e Marty Nor ton , 
Chairman, 3015 Browning S t . , Sarasota , FL 34237. 
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