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XV OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES
by
Mark C. Maestrone

Another Winter Olympics has now come and gone, and while
most of us in the Olympic Philatelic Community are taking a
short breather before the onslaught of the XXIVth Summer
Olympics, it is time to take a look at the philatelic output
from Calgary. While this task is not as complex as it was
for Los Angeles or will be for Seoul, information is still

. being received and analyzed.

This first article will discuss the various philatelic
venues (hereafter referred to as 'venue post offices'), as
well as present initial information on cancel varieties, and
their relative value on cover. A postal rate chart in matrix
form has also been included so that the reader may determine
the class of his mailed covers. A future article will pre-
sent a day-by-day, event-by-event chart that will illustrate
the various varieties of cancels available during the Games.

Wwhile there were eight venue post offices (6 in Calgary,
1 each in Canmore and at the Kananaskis Village Resort), this
author has first hand knowledge of only 3: OLYMPEX and
Station 'M' in Calgary, and Kananaskis Post Office. Any
reader who can provide new or differing information on these
or the other venue post offices is encouraged to write me at
2824 Curie Place, San Diego, CA 92122.

CANADA POST MAILING RATES AT THE TIME OF THE GAMES

[All rates reflect the first weight increment. Past cards
are treated as first increment letters, i.e. no special post
card rates are in effect in Canada.]

‘ Canada (domestic rate): 37¢ .
United States: 43¢ ¢
International: ug
Registration: $2.70 plus above postage
Special Delivery (Alberta only) $1.83 plus aobove postage
Special Delivery (all others) $2.63 plus above postage
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COMMEMORATIVE OLYMPIC CANCELS

Advance information from Canada Post did not make clear
the fact that OLYMPEX would be using all cancels available
each day according to the schedule of events. However, the
other venue post offices were only authorized to use the can-_
cels for their own venue city. CPC also removed one spefialy
cancel from their list before the start of the Games: the
Disabled Skiing at Canmore. This left 19 special cancels in
all.

Initially, there was also some confusion as to when to
apply cancels for postponed events. When the Men's Downhill
Skiing event at Nakiska on February l4th was postponed be-
cause of bad weather, the Kananaskis Post Office removed the
Alpine Skiing cancel from use. OLYMPEX, however, continued
to use theirs. Whether any cancels did indeed get applied
at Kananaskis on that day is, as yet, unknown. Another post-
ponement occurred on February 20th when the Disabled Skiing
Slalom event at Canada Olympic Park in Calgary was delayed
until the 2lst (figure 1). In this case, OLYMPEX and Station
‘M' were warned in advance, and this cancel was never put in-
to use on the 20th.
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The cancelling devices used at all venue post offices
were identical. Similar to the mechanical pricing gevices
used by supermarket clerks, the metal handcancel consisted
~° a moving ink plate which rotated out of the way wnhen the

:ndle was pressed down, causing the inked die to make con-
tact with the surface to be printed. The fact that the die
was hidden by the inking plate while in the 'passive' posi-
tion, made lining up the cancel very difficult. Smudged im-
pressions were also quite common due to the unwieldly nature
of the cancelling device. Uneven inking was also a major
problem, especially on the Cpening Ceremonies cancels at
OLYMPEX; in many cases, the date was so faint as to be vir-
tually unreadable. This problem was later corrected.
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An initial examination of the special cancels from the
various venue post offices reveals no discernible difference
in image, size of die, or lettering style/position.
there are major differences in the order of the 'month-day-

year'designation in the moveable date portion of the die:

TYPE 13
TYPE 20
TYPE 33
TYPE 4:

[A member of our sister organization,
discovered two other types which were hu-
Only a couple of cancels were applied before the
I assume

Olympic Collectors,

man errors.

moveable date was corrected by the postal employee.
that these types will be discussed in a future issue of The

Year.Month.Day
Day.Month.Year
Year Month Day
Year Month Day

Torchbearer. ]

(ex.:
(ex.:
(ex.:

(ex.:

88
20
88
88

«11..20)
.11.88)
II 20)

2 20)

5
. \ BN

no periods
no periods,

Arabic numeral
month.

The Society of

There are reports of cancels in which only one period

is present,

however it has not been determined whether this
is due to poor inking of the die or not.
eties in style of dating may seem trivial,

they

are, I be-

lieve, the only way to discern one venue post office from

another (when meter tapes,

used).

particular cover.

Cancel types 1,

days for specific event cancels.
these varieties will be presented in a future article.

VENUE POST OFFICES

The following chart should help in identifying the four

registration,

2

etc.

An exact enumeration of

primary post offices open to the public:

OL YMPE X Station 'M'{Kananaskis |Canmore
Location Calgary Alberta Kananaskis |Canmore,
Convention |Provincial [Resort TOL 2MO
CEr., 120 Gov. Bldg. |village,
9th Ave.SE |220-4th 3kms. south
T2T 0OP3 Ave.SE of Nakiska
T2G4Y2 venue
TOL 2MO
R8s # None * 571458 AB 589020 AB 571962 AB
Meter s None PB 500165 H 2003128 PB 152418
PB 500245 L
—
Regist. Nene 'R' Block 'R' Block 'R' Block
handstamp, |handstamp, |handstamp,
numbering numpering numbering
handstamp by hand by hand
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SPORTS PHILATELISTS INTERNATIONAL

PRESIDENT: John Osborne, 236 Bexley Lane, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4JH, England
VICE-PRESIDENT: Edward B. Epstein, Bd. of Education, 33 Church St., Paterson, NJ 07505
SEC.-TREASURER: C. A. Reiss, 15415 Lake Ave., Lakewood, OH 44107
DIRECTORS: Glen A. Estes, Box 451, Westport, NY 12993 o b
Francis Daziniere, 5 Rue de la Republique, 24260 Le Bugue, France \ .
Joseph M. Lacko, 1031 W. Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083
Ward H. Nichols, P.O. Box 8314, Ann Arbor, MI 48107
Sherwin D. Podolsky, 16035 Tupper St., Sepulveda, CA 91343
Robert E. Wilcock, 24 Hamilton Cresent, Brentwood, CM 14 SES England
Lester M. Yerkes, P.O. Box 40771, St. Petersberg, FL 33743

AUCTIONS:
MEMBERSHIP: Margaret A. Jones, 3715 Ashford-Dunwoody Road, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30319
SALES DEPT: Jack W. Ryan, 140 W. Lafayette Road, Apt. 3, Medina, OH 44256

Sports Philatelists International is an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to the study and
collecting of postage stamps and related collateral material dealing with sports (including Olympics) and
recreation and to the promotion of international understanding and goodwill through mutual interest in
philately and sports. Its activities are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer services of its
members. All members in good standing receive the bi-monthly issue of Journal of Sports Philately. The dues
for regular U.S. membership are $6.00, foreign $8.00 (airmail is additional) per year plus a one time admission
fee of $1.00. Membership applications may be obtained from Margaret A. Jones, 3715 Ashford-Dunwoody
Rd., N.E., Atlanta, GA 30319 USA.

TRTED - SPORTS PHILATELY o

EDITOR: John La Porta, P.O. Box 2286, La Grange, IL 60525-8386
ASSOCIATE
EDITORS: Edward B. Epstein, Bd Of Education, 33 Church St., Paterson, NJ 07505

Glenn A. Estus, Box 451, Westport, NY 12993

Margaret A. Jones, 3715 Ashford-Dunwoody Road N.E., Atlanta, GA 30319
Joseph M. Lacko, 1031 W. Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083

Dale Lilljedahl, 4044 Williamsburg, Dallas, TX 75220

Sherwin D. Podolsky, 16035 Tupper St., Sepulveda, CA 91343

George A. Scheffel, 1971 Parkside Dr., Concord, CA 94519

Wayne Soderlind, 3026 45th Ave., N.E., Tacoma, WA 98422

Dorathy E. Weihrauch, Nine Island Ave., Apt. 906, Miami, FL 33139

Brian G. Vincent, P.O. Box 1321, Wellington, New Zealand

CIRCULATION: C. A. Reiss, 15415 Lake Ave., Lakewood, OH 44107
PUBLISHER: Custom Impressions, P.O. Box 2286, La Grange, IL 60525-8386
PUBLICITY: Glen A. Estes, Box 451, Westport, NY 12993

ADVERTISING RATES: FULL PAGE $14.00; HALF PAGE $8.00. Advance payment for all advertising
must accompany copy. Camera ready copy must be supplied by the advertiser. Publishing deadline is Nov. 15,
Feb. 15, Apr. 15, Jun. 15, Oct. 15 for each preceeding issue.

APS Affiliate Number 39 B

ISSN 0447 - 953X

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors and they do not
necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SP1 or the position of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers
quoted in this publication are from Scott’s Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue unless specifically stated
otherwise. SP1 and JSP do not guarantee advertisements, but accept copy in good faith, reserving the right to
reject objectionable material.
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* As OLYMPEX was not a post office, it was not allowed to
deal with special classes of mail, and therefore had no
metering machines, etc.

Meter None None
Slogan

OLYMPEX

The focus for philatelic activity at the xv Olympic
Winter Games was OLYMPEX '88, the worldwide non-competitive
exhibit of Winter Olympic and Winter Sports philately. Held
under the auspices of the Olympic Arts Festival, OLYMPEX '88
took place at the Calgary Convention Centre, an impressive
multi-level facility located on 9th Avenue at the hub of the
downtown Olympic activity. Provided one could beat one's
way through the crowds of crazed pin collectors on the mall,
Salon 'A' provided a beehive of philatelic activity.

Greeted by the courteous Arts Festival Staff at the en-
trance, where the Exhibition Programs were available for
sale, 227 frames of magnificent material stretched out ac-
cordian-style down the length of the hall. President Sama-
ranch's always impressive exhibit, as well as Georgios Doli-
anitis' breathtaking display of early Greek Olympic issues
were highlights of the Court of Honour, while many of our
fellow SPI members like Joe Lacko, Glenn Estus and Francis
Daziniere, among many others, showed their equally fine col-
lections in the open category. Personally, one of my favor-
ites is still Alice Johnson's "Figure Skating" exhibit which
took on an added meaning as I watched the Ladies' Figure
Skating short program a few nights later in the Olympic Sad-
dledome!

Three Postal Administrations were represented by sales
boothes: Canada Post Corporation (CPC), Korean Philatelic
Centre (KPC), and the Paraguayan Postal Administration.

Many Olympic issues were aviilable from each, with KPC of-
fering its maximum cards and postal stationery for the Seoul

Olympics as well. Both KPC (figure 2) and the Paraguayan
booth (figure 3b)had special handcancels available. Only

* ¢ KPC cancel was of a moveable date type. The Paraguayan
c:ncel was applied in red, although an identical black can-
cel was also on view. However, the person manning the booth
seemed hesitant to use the hlack version. CPC made the
OLYMPEX cancel (figure 3a)available at their booth. Three
to four identical devices were at the public's disposal at
all times. The Arts Festival favor cancel (figure 4) was
available at the courtesy desk at the show's entrance. All
cancels were in black nnly, with the exception of the Para-
guayan cancel as discussed above.
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OLYMPEX was also important for another reason: all
daily commemorative cancels for the three venue cities were

available at this one location.
down period,

There

was an

initial shake-

as the seven rotating representatives from CPC

acquainted themselves with the task of cancelling philatelic

mail.

One CPC representative confessed to me that she had

never used a cancelling device before,

and that

it took her

quite a while to learn. Following the initial stampede of
Opening Ceremonies Cancel seekers, a table was set up away
from the CPC booth to cancel mail. It was subsequently rare
to see more than a handful of people in line at any one time.

THE CANMORE NORDIC CENTRE
An Othicial site of the 1988 Olym-
pic Winter Games. The Nordic
Centre 1s ideal for cross country,

nordic combined and biathion “
evenls.
<1703, @525
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Unfortunately, however, OLYMPEX was not granted the
status of a Post Office, and therefore did not offer special
services such as metering, registration, or special delivery.
Fortunately, another venue post office, Station 'M', was lo-
cated six blocks away. It should be noted that no commemor-
tive registration labels nor commemorative meter machine
slogan cancels were created by Canada Post for the XN Olym-\
pic Winter Games. L b N

Mark C. Maestrone
2824 Curie Place
San Diego, CA 92122
U.S.A.

PRINTED N 1TALY
Py e ¥ Buacre

s B € Comats St e AV

“Onympx” @ 81 Ol Mok of e Canacan Ohymem Assccason COMIE € Magh Couniry Coler Bus 5000, Conmers Alta TOL OMO

Poste Restante mail addressed to OLYMPEX did indeed
reach its destination, as the round "OLYMPEX" favor cancel
was often used as a backstamp along with a commemorative
Olympic event cancel. The mail may, however, have been pro-
cessed across the street from the Convention Center in the
Palliser Tower complex, headquarters of the I0C and Calgary
Olympic Organizing Committee (figure 5 and inset). The
rectangular Arts Festival cancel was also used-4s a back-
stamp on postal material sent to OLYMPEX.

As the most easily accessible of all the venue post of-
fices, OLYMPEX cancels will certainly prove to be the most
common. It should be noted that a large percentage of im-
r-essions were applied in "Olympic Passports" rather than to
L.vers or post cards. Intercstingly enough, postage did not
have to be affixed to the article to be cancelled. Collect-
ors will remember that at Los Angeles the USPS required at
least 20¢ in postage (the first class domestic letter rate)
be applied to non-postal items (e.g. tickets, the USPS sou-
venir book, etc.) before carcellation could take place. Very
few philatelists were obtaining cancels at OLYMPEX; even few-
er were placing their cancelled materials in the mailstream,
most electing to use the "handback" method.
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STATION 'M' VENUE POST OFFICE

OLYMPEX did not have registration c¢:r metering facili-
ties. Station 'M', the nearest full-service venue post
office, was the obvious choice for philatelists to obtain
special services.

Located in the Alberta Provincial Building, the facility
was open Monday through Saturday. This presented a problem
with regard to obtaining registration for a Sunday cancel,
since registered mail must be cancelled at the sume postal
facility. As Station 'M' only offered Calgary cancels (this
was true for all 5 venue post offices in Calgary), it was
impossible to register covers to be cancelled with non-Cal-
gary cancels (except, of ccurse, if one processed them at
either Kananaskis or Canmore). This author managed to get
around this nuisance by metering mail at Station 'M' for the
Special Delivery rate, and then carrying the properly frank-
ed mail back to OLYMPEX for cancellation. This system also
worked fer Sunday cancels such as the (losing Ceremonies
(figure 6).

Logic suggests that the Closing Ceremonies cancel will
be the only one of the 19 available commemorative cangels
that will not exist on a registered cover, except pos&ibly
as a backstamp or from the Calgary Olympic Village Post Of-
fice. Only two venue postal facilities were open on Sunday:
Kananaskis, which did not offer this cancel, and OLYMPEX,
which could not register mail. Special Delivery Closing
Ceremonies covers will therefore be quite rare.
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Special Delivery Exprés

KANANASKIS (NAKISKA) VENUE POST OFFICE

The Kananaskis Post Office served the Nakiska venue, and
was located at the Kananaskis Village Resort about 3 kms.
south of Nakiska at Mt. Allen (the venue for all the Alpine
Skiing events). Neither Nakiska ("Meeting Place" in the
local Indian dialect) nor Kananaskis are towns. The resort
hotel complex was granted a post office as a convenience to
their administration and guests. It was open 7 days a week
and provided all special services.

A most helpful postmistress processed all the mail. I
met no other philatelists there, and suspect that because it
was so far removed from the Olympic venue at Mt. Allen there
was very little registered or special delivery mail cancelled
there.

Fortunately, it is very easy to differentiate the can-
cels applied at Kananaskis from those at OLYMPEX: the month
designation in the moveable date portion of the die is always
an Arabic numberal as opposed to Roman numberals used at all
other venue post offices (figure 7).

The Kananaskis Post Office was also the only one to use
a slogan in their meter machine. While not an Olympic-relat-
ed slogan, it nonetheless is interesting because the "Kanan-
askis Village" designation suggests an athletes' village.

incidentally, two National Olympic Teams (the Swiss for
uvine) housed their Alpine Skiing Teams at the resort, a mini
athletes' village, if you will!?

Transit and receiving cancels applied at Kananaskiséwere
dependant on the quantity of mail that had to be processed
that day. In one case, a cover mailed poste restante to
Kananaskis on February 20th from OLYMPEX, received a square
"moon cancel" backstamp at Kananaskis on February 24th, an
Alpine Skiing backstamp on February 26th, and an Alpine Ski-
ing frontstamp on February 27th (figure 8 and inset).
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As noted above, Alpine Skiing cancels from Kananaskis
are easily differentiated, and will prove to be rare when
used to cancel stamps on cover. Probably the rarest cancel
of all 19 will be the Freestyle Skiing cancel which was only
available on February 22nd (figure 7).
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CANMORE VENUE POST OFFICE

While I did not personally visit the Canmore Post 0fi-
fice, information was provided to me by the postmaster of
that facility. As commemorative Olympic cancels were fre-
quently used as backstamps, it has been easy to record what
their cancels looked like. o i T

Unfortunately, the Canmore postmaster was not as acl ‘o
commodating as his counterpart at Kananaskis: the moveable
date portion appears to be identical to those used at OLYMPEX.
Sherwin Podolsky does report that in some cases the period
between the year and month designation is either missing or
extremely faint. So far, I have no further reports from
which to make a judgement on this question.

Canmore, the venue for all Nordic Skiing events, did
have its own official Olympic village. While there was a
post office facility within this village, it was totally sep-
arate from the Canmore Post Cffice in the town of Canmore.
The Olympic village Post Office was for originating mail
only. All mail addressed to the Village Post Office was pro-
cessed directly through Calgary. Canmore's Postmaster states
that there were no "Olympic Village" cancels of any kind at
that facility, however I do not know whether the Athletes'
Village Post Office used the commemorative Olympic cancels
or not.

CALGARY OLYMPIC VILLAGE

The primary athletes' village was located on the campus
of the University of Calgary (which was also the site of the
new Olympic Speed Skating Oval and McMahon Stadium, venue
for the Opening and Closing Ceremonies). As has been the
case since 1976 in Montreal, Olympic Villages have biccome
fortresses of security. While a post office was provided
within the village, I have yet to receive concrete informa-
tion on how it functioned.

A large, round, single-circle handcancel with the words
"Calgary Olympic Village" (COV) inscribed along the top in-
ner diameter of the die was used both in red and black (fig-
ure 9). While red markings are normally used as arrival
cancels, I suspect that this was not entirely true of the
COV cancels.

A number of my own poste restante covers were returned
with this markirg, and a pattern developed. Those covers
mailed to the Media villages (either Lincoln Park or Broad-
cast Hill) were front- or backstamped with the COV cancel in
black. Further, I believe these cancels were applied at
Station 'M' in Calgary, rather than at either of the Media
villages. This theory stems from the fact that two of .these
covers were returned to me in an official CPC brown .envelobe
(with a corner handstamped return address of Station 'M')
bearing the identically dated black COV cancel on front and
back! Since date and color matched, I have to assume that
Media village mail was processed dlrectly at Station 'M!'
with black arrival/forwarding cancels (figure 10).
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On the other hand, all covers addressed to either the
Calgary Olympic village or fanmore Olympic village (in care
of the former) were returned with red COV cancels. While we
can be sure that a COV cancel was used at the Calgary Vvil-
lage Post Office (as evidenced by George Killian's cover il-
lustrated in the May/June issue of SPI), can we be certain .
that the village post offYIce applied the COV cancel in black
as a cancel and in red as an arrival mark?

Forwarding marks from the Olympic village consisted of
the commemorative event cancels; in many cases, all the
available cancels for that day were applied to front and/or
back. The order of 'month-day-year' differs from Station 'M'
and can therefore be assumed to have been applied at the
village post office, supported by G. Killian's cover men-

tioned above (figure 11). )
As previously stated, we know that the Canmore Olympic

village Post Office did not possess a COV cancelling gevice.

Macx C. MagsTrode | i
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SECONDARY Chincz

The popularity of pictorial 'philatelic show' cancels
in the United States is often cause for the generation of
many Olympic-related markings, and the Calgary Olympics were
of course appropriately commemorated. It is not within the
scope of this article to discuss them at length. For the

record, they include the following:
January 8-10: ORCOEXPO '88, Anaheim, CA (2 cancels)
February 6: LOBEX 1-'88, Long Beach, CA
February 14: CLINTPEX '88, Clinton, CT
February 28: CORPEX STA, Corvallis, OR
March 4-6: BEPEX '88, Montvale, NJ
April 9: SHEPEX '88, Sheboygan, WI

One such cancel is of interest to the serious collector:
the Anchorage, Alaska 'OLYMPIC STATION' cancel of February
13th. It's significance is two-~fold:

1) The one-day cancel commemorates the opening day of the
XV Olympic Winter Games.

2) The cancel illustrates the logo of the Anchorage 1994
Orgarizing Committee, the sole bid city from the United
States for the 1994 Winter QOlympic Games.

Figure 12 illustrates this cancel applied to the 1988

U.S. Winter Olympic stamp. The Calgary Olympic commemorative

cancel, used as an arrival stamp at Kananaskis, creates an

interesting cover tying together two Winter Olympic Games.
This same caver also illustrates anaother aspect of Qlym-

pic markings.

Cver the past few Games

postal authorities

have often created special return-to-sender handcancels _to
notify the sender that either the addressee is no longer até

the Olympic Athletes'
of ficially eclosed.

handcancels are know
typical rectangular marking used,

village, or that

with

most of the venue post offices.

In the case of Calgary,
to have been used.

the Olympic Games are
no such special
Figure 12 shows a

slight variations, at
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CONCLUSIONS

It would be safe to assume, first of all,

that the class

of cover from the Calgary Olympics initially determines it's

scarcity, i.e.
all adhesive elements tied by commemorative cancels,
more desirable than an over-franked handback cover.
this theorem, there is also a hierarchy of event cancels
from specific venue post offices. Collectors may wish to
keep their eyes open for different rates used.

that a properly franked registered cover with
is far
Given*,

-

» €y A
\ - \
‘ ba

With the two

rate changes that occurred between the first and last issues

of Canadian Olympic stamps,
rates with combinations of Olympic stamps.
The following scale (1 being lowest) should aid the

Olympic Philatelist in determining the rarity of his cover:

Level 1: All OLYMPEX covers.
cover might be, say, a Biathlon cancel from OLYMPEX,
with a Biathlon arrival cancel from Canmore!

Level 2: Calgary cancels from any of the other 5 Calgary
venue post offices. Opening or Closing Ceremonies
cancels from any venue post office.

Level 3:
and 25th,
ruary 21lst (rescheduled from the 20th).
cels were one-day cancels.

Level 4: Any cancels from either Kananaskis or Canmore.
The red Calgary Olympic Vvillage cancel.

Level 5:
Kananaskis.

This rating is based on alot of common sense as to the
accessability of the venue post office and the frequency of
It is certainly

application for a particular event cancel.

it was easy to make up various

Calgary Freestyle Skiing cancels of February 21st
the Calgary Disabled Skiing cancel from Feb-
All these can-

The Freestyle Skiing cancel of February 22nd from
The black Calgary Olympic Village cancel.

An interesting combination on

NOT the definitive word on the value of any collector's cover
and should be used as a guide in making an informed decision.

XV Ol‘/mf-..‘ Wln'(u C"'"‘“'

Olympic Station l
Feb. 13,1988 |3 3
rage, AK 9£2USA
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LETS POOL OUR OLYMPIC AND SPORTS KNOWLEDGE
Edited by Edward B. Epstein

Sports and Olympic philatelists have, collectively, a great deal of
knowledge, which when pooled, can be of mutual benefit. Questions
. concerning sports and Olympic philately will be assigned a\nuy\heé and
published in JSP. Responses to questions will be printed in subsequent
issues. Address all questions to your editor: Edward B. Epstein, Paterson
Board of Education, 33 Church Street, Paterson, NJ 07505 USA.

Q- 118 Information is requested about the sailboat
pictured on the recently issued Maryland
bicentennial issue.

A- 118 At time looks can be deceiving. There is no
sportive association with the sailboat pictured
on the United States issue commemorating Maryland's
bicentannial unless one considers oyster dredging.
a sport.

According to the March-April 1988 issue of Topical
Time the Maryland statehood stamp pictures a
skipjack sailboat. Annapolis marine artist
Stephen Hustvedt selected the 1908 built

"Clarence Crockett”, skipjack number 48 of a sail-
powered fleet of 2,000 skipjacks,which were used
since the 1880's to dredge oysters from the
Chesapeake Bay. The craft, which is still in
operation, was painted by Hustvedt sailing on the
Severn River with an Annapolis view of the domed
Maryland Statehouse at right and St.Ann's Church
at left.

Yachting made its postage stamp appearance on
one in a series of eight stamps publicizing the
7th Olympic games in Amsterdam. Unlike Nikolai
Litvinov's 1978 lithographed Olympic issue
picturing the 470, 8tar, Flying Dutchman, Soling,
Pinn and Tornado class crafts which were to be
contested at the 1980 Moscow games,the March 27,
1928 light blue Dutch stamp, designed by Fokko
Mees pictures a Cutter, a craft which was not
represanted in the Olympic games.

Between 1936 and 1940 Burmuda, on three of thair
definitive issues, pictured the same yacht "Lucie"”
design. On the 1936 stamp it was printed in blue
and black. Its reappearance took place on a 1938
brown and black issue and in 1946 in red and
ultramarine.

The Bahamas also repeated a illustration of a

Star boat race on its brown 1945 issue commemorating
the 300th anniversary of the Bahamas. Inh 1954 the
same design was used for a definitive stamp with .

a added portrait of Queen Elizabeth. -

.y
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REVIEWS -

Dorothy E. Weihrauch

BASKETBALL PHILATELIC NEWS

Voluma 2, Number 1 of the basketball group’s newsletter is
dated April, 1988, and numbers 28 pages. The feature
article by Shlomo Vurgen of lsrael defines and describes
maximum cards, which are reputable philatelic items too
little appreciated by many American sports philateliets.
Two basketball maximum cards, one from Russia, the other
from France, are reproduced, and readers are referred to
the article on this aspect of philately by Sebastian
Safiano which appeared in the April, 1988, issue of "The
American FPhilatelist"”

Other articles in this issue of the newsletter relate to ‘
the two stamps issued by Greece on Octaober 1, 1987, to |
celebrate the 25th Eurocpean Men's Basketball
Championshipss; the basketball cancels of Japan used for
the 1985 Universiade held in Kobej; a +first day cover of
the Peoples’ Republic of China of Nov. 20, 1987, the
cachet of which features the mascot for a basketball
competitioni and new basketball stamps of Argentina (from
1ts set 1ssued for the 10th Pan American Games) and St. |
Thomas and Prince (for the Barcelona Olympics). |

There 18 a long article detailing the basketball
cancellations used at various postoffices in Japan for the
42nd National Athletic Meet held in October, 1987. Another
article relates to the 1968 International Games for the
Paralyzed held in Israel, and illustrates the stamp,
vignette and official maximum card 1ssued for the games,
as well as reproducing an article on the history of those
games. Finally, the LINN’s article about Jamas A.
Naismith, who is credited with inventing the game of
basketball, is reproduced, and several new U.S. basketball
cancellations are illustrated.

Write George E. Killian, 325 Rangely Drive, Colorado
Springs CO 80921, about membership in the basketball study
group.
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FILATELIA SFORT-OLIMFICA, ISSUE #19

This issue of the journal of the Sports Group of CIFT
(Italian Center for Thematic FPhilately) 1s dated February,

1988. It totals 40 pages., and includes a number of",
articles on 1individual sports. As wusual,it 1s well
illustrated with reproductions ot stamps, covers,

postmarks and meter cancels.

The articles discussed below are those likely to be of
most interest to American collectors. There 18 an article
by Giuseppe Sabelli Fioretti on the history of collecting
Olympics material. He attributes to Count Bonacossa,a
member of the Italian National Olympic Committee, the
credit for founding this aspect of philately. In 1928
he was already collecting philatelic material +from every
Olympiad he attended. In 1951 he proposed the first
philatelic exhibition devoted entirely to Olympics
material, to be held in Rome i1n 1952. Such an exhibition
was i1ndeed held, successfully, but 1t had been preceded 1in
1951 by a natiaonal exhibition i1n Barcelona devoted the
Olympics material, the inspiration of Juan Antonio
Samaranch, the current president of the International
Olympic Committee.

The editor reminds readers that in connection with the XI
FPan American Games, to be held in Havana 1in 1991, an
international exhibition of sports and Olympics philately
will take place.

The most extensive article in this 1ssue of the journal 1is
devoted to basketball, with nearly six pages of material
listing and 1llustrating new stamps, covers, cancellations
and maters.

Franco Uccellari and Nino FEarberis call attention to the
recent discovery of several spurious early Italian meter
cancels, most Olympics-related but one (purportedly dated
1928) with a rowing theme. The authors 1ndicate that the
forgeries may be detected readily because the envelopes
on the which the cancellations appear are of the modern
tormat and too clean and white for their purported age.

Shorter articles relate to baseball (i1llustrated with two
fine ltalian meter cancels)., cycling (two pages of Spanish
pictorial cancellations shown) , both old and new
sports-related meter cancels from throughout Europe
(nearly t+our pages ot illustrations shown), two pages of
meter cancellations (mostly German) used by praivate tirms

to promote their manutacture or sale of sports equipment. ®

Finally, the editors note that Franco Fellegrini’s exhibit
"In the Spirt of the Olympics,"” having won 1ts  thard
international large gold medal at HAFNIA "3/, will only be
shown 1n the Champion Class, outside of competition, at
future 1nternational exhibitions, joining the Olympics
collection ot Manfred Bergman i1n this place of honor.
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OLYMPHILEX 87
by Dorothy E. Weihrauch
Olymphilex 87 was held 1in Rome from August 29 to

September 9, 1987, during the Second World Track and
Field Championships. Organized by the Italian National_

Olympic Committee (CONI1), it was the second world
exhibition of Olympic philately, the first such exhibition .

having been held in Lausanne in 19835. From information
provided 1in the International Federation of Olympic
Philately (FIPO)’s document number 10 and from a special
supplement of its journal published by the Sports Group of
the Italian Thematic Association, a partial report on
this exhibition can be derived.

The exhibition was held at the Foro Italico, the
headquarters of the Italian National Olympic Committee.
Somae 120 exhibitors submitted collections for judging,
occupying a total of 900 frames (14,400 pages). This
compares with between 200 and 300 frames at the typical
national-level U.S. stamp exhibition. An estimated 50,000
visitors attended during the 12 days of the show.
Forty—four postal administrations were represented, as

well as szseveral national and international sports
federations and three national Olympic committees. The
Italian postal administratiocn provided a dated

cancellation for each day of the show, as well as four
special cancellations.

As might be expected, the extremely active Italian Sports
Group participated heavily as exhibitors and were well
rewarded with medals. In the competitive class, ltalians
won 3 of 18 bronze medals, 2 of 9 silver bronze medals, 7
of 10 silver medals, S5 of 10 large silvers, 3 of 9
vermeils, 2 of 4 large vermeils, and 3 of & gold medals.
The grand prize was awarded to one of the Italian gold

medal winners - Franco Canepa - for his exhibit "The Paris
Olympic Games of 1924." Other gold medal winners were
Erich Brenzikofer (Switzerland) "Games and Sports on Ice
and Snowi" FPierangelo Brivio (ltaly) "Soccer;" Dieter

Germann (Germany) "The Olympic Games in Germany 19363"
Ladislav Karel (Switzerland) "The Olympic Games 1896-19352;"
and Franco Pellegrini (Italy) "In the Olympic Sparit.”

The logo for Olymphilex *87 showed two figures from Roman
mythology, the Etruscan twins Romulus and Remus, legendary
founders of Rome, being suckled by a she-wolf. Tas
emblem was repeated in all of the Italian post office’s
special cancellations, in meter cancels used by CONI and
by the 10C in Lausanne, and 1in most of the special
cancellations applied at the exhibition by the philatelic
agencies of the various countries represented there. It
also appears on one of the two stamps i1ssued by Italy to
mark both the Track and Field Championships and the
philatelic exhibition, and on the souvenir sheet 1ssued by
the Vatican to commemorate those events.

The schedule for future exhibitions of sports and Olympics
philately has been +ixed well into the future. 1988, of

218

-

@



‘course, brings us Olymphilex 88 in Seoul. This will be
followed by a2 similar exhibition at Sofia (Bulgaria) in
19903 at Barcelona (in connection with the summer
Olympics) in 19923 in 1994 at Paris} and in 1996 at
Athens. Additionally, in 1989 there will be an
international sports-Olympics exhibition in Havana (Cuba)
on the occasion of the XI Pan American Games, and in
1990, in connection with the World Soccer Chnnpjon*hqp-, Sy

another sports philatelic exhibition

in Rome.

SPI wmember's *

may want to begin thinking now about developing their
collections so they will be ready to exhibit in one of
these future sports philatelic competitions.
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