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SUPER SUNDAY COVERS 

(Part III) 

By 

Donald B. Crisman 

Super Bowl XX failed to live up to the annual media hype and while 

that is not unusual, for those of us from the New England area, the 

Bears mauling of our Patriots was hard to swallow. Cinderella's 

glass slipper broke one game too soon, but it was a great season 

in retrospect. At least the "Pats" got there. Having been a loyal 

follower of the boys from Foxboro since the franchise's inception, 

it was difficult to admit the Bears from Chicago were the superior 

team going into the game. Nonetheless, I expected a competitive 

game; the 46-10 trouncing was certainly not in my crystal ball. 

As the saying goes, wait till next year. 

From a philatelic viewpoint Super XX was also disappointing. Fewer 

cachet designs than usual were seen. The NFL's strong position on 

licensed products may be influencing some potential cachetmakers. 

The postal service personnel from New Orleans were disappointed 

they could not offer cacheted cover(s). It appears that they were 

ioatnttttad twt to prepare. • cachet, although it was not clear 

whether that ruling came within U.S.P.S. or the N.F.L. The 
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U.S.P.S. customer service staff was nonetheless very enthusiastic 

as they prepared for the big event. Gail Bourne, Customer Service 

Manager, Nick Shambra and Mike Falati, Customer Service Representatives, 

and many others were extremely cooperative and cancelled just about 

anything from programs to footballs. 

First World 
Championship 

GameAl?l!,vsK)PH 

SUPf I BOWL I • LOt AHGU.U 
JANUAtT Ii. 1?le 

LOUISIANA SUPttDOMtNfW OILIAHS 
SUM* IOWI STATION 70113 

Figure -1 

U.S.P.S. Super Bowl cover with Super Bowl I (Green Bay vs. Kansas 

City) label attached. 

In addition to the Super Bowl XX theme cancel, a New Orleans Bullseye 

was also made available for collectors with small or special auto­

graphed items. There were some unhappy collectors early in the day 

because people without tickets were not allowed access to the ticket 

windows. The U.S.P.S. Super Bowl station was located at the gate "B" 

ticket window. That policy was changed later in the day, but it 

appeared that some collectors gave up and departed before the change. 

U.S.P.S. sold uncacheted cancelled envelopes for fifty cents each. 

These covers were ideal for add-on cachets (figure i). Chicago Bears 
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quarterback Jim McMahon was his usual controversial self throughout 

Super Bowl week, but when it was time to play he was brilliant (figure 2), 

cMiffiBira&SB 
Mew ewotANO PATRIOTS CWC400 BEARS 

I xHtfsiaitn SarKitloiiK1 

Jan. 26.1986 

Figure -2 

Interesting cacheted cover depicting the Vince Lombardi trophy 

and the Superdome autographed by Bear quarterback Jim McMahon. 

At the time, no one knew that Super Bowl XX would be New England's 

perennial All-Pro, offensive lineman John Hannah's last football game. 

Hannah announced his retirement after thirteen great years prior 

to the 1986 training camp. Many football experts believe he may 

have been the best ever at his position (figure 3). 

Teamwork was also evident off the field at the U.S.P.S. Super Bowl 

station (figure 4). The Hyatt Regency Hotel at the Louisiana Super-

dome was the headquarters site for the National Football League. 

The N.F.L. also produced special stationery for the Super XX Game 

(figures 5 and 6). 

In 1987 the third decade of America' greatest single day sporting 

event will begin in Pasadena, California. Super Bowl XXI will be 

returning to the famous Rose Bowl for the fourth time next January. 
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Figure -3 

New England oriented cacheted cover autographed by Patriot 

great John Hannah. 
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Hopefully, philatelic interest will increase and many cachet varieties 

will appear. It would also be SUPER if the Patriots could get a 

second chance against the Bears, but the odds are certainly long. 

Only seventeen of the N.F.L.'s twenty-eight teams have appeared in 

the big game and only nine have made consecutive appearances. 

90 

Figure -5 

Appropriate Hyatt Regency Hotel IN.F.L. headquarters) stationery 

cancelled on Super Sunday. T'.ie ii.yatt logo is embossed on the 

envelope, but does not show in the figure. 



• w 

Figure -6 

N.F.L. Super Bowl XX stationery (No. 10 envelope) for the gai.ie. 
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SOME PRIZES FROM THE SEEBACHER COLLECTION 

by Sherwin Podolsky 

Harmers of New York, Inc. auctioned off the fabulous 
Ira Seebacher collection on September 18, 1966. 721 
lots presented material in his specialties which included 
mainly sports and Olympics material. Harmers seemed 
to recognize the more obvious errors, proofs and essays 
and this kind of material was appropriately lotted. 
However, the postal history material seemed to be 
treated as wholesale lots. Thus many better covers 
seem to have been buried. I doubt the Feldman auction 
house would have followed this procedure. 

There were many SPI members in attendance. At this 
writing I do not have the prices realized and most 
likly, a report on the realizations will come later. 

However, one of the successful bidders made available 
to me some excellent photocopies of items that seldom 
see the light of day. This person wishes to remain 
anonymous. I am sure we appreciate his consideration 
in sharing with us the illustrations of some of the 
fine material. 

If other successful bidders would like to make their 
material known anonymously in this way, please contact 
me. In this way, research and knowledge can be promoted. 

Figure 1 illustrated the 192U Uruguay Soccer Olympic 
victory set on a First Day Cover. Note the cover 
is registered and the registry label is tied 
by an indistinct transit cancel which seems to be 
from Montevideo. Note also the special commemorative 
cancel also used on First Day. The collection also 
has a similar registered cover postmarked July 31, 
1924. I wonder how long the special cancel was used 
and whether it was applied only to the Olympic stamps. 
Figure 2 shows the 1925 Czech International Olympic 
Congress set tied by special cancels on an unaddressed 
flimsy or cover with letterhead. Not illustrated is 
a set of the five commemorative postal cards tied 
by special cancel with extra postage. It isn't clear 
whether the extra postage includes the overprinted 
semi-postals for the Olympic Congress. 

Figures 3, 4, and 5 show the stationery envelopes 
cf the Belgian Committee for the VII Olympiad. Two 
the covers bear the slogan cancel. However, one reads 
Brussel (L.W.) and the other has a "1" in the bottom 
center of the postmark dial. Students of Organizing 
Committee stationery will want to note the letterheads 
wnich are from different offices. 

• 
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Thus, we see here the following offices with distinctive 
letterheads: 
1. Comite Executif, Secretariat General „ • ->. 
2. Comite Executif, Commission de la Presae, Secretarial- yy 1 
General. 
3. Comite Executif, Commission du Programme 
The Commission de la Presse also used a different 
address. Figure 5 bears no street return address. 

The addressee, Monsieur J. Rossler-Orovsky has his 
name and address on many early Olympic covers. He 
was probably the first Olympic postal historian. 
It would be interesting to know more about his personal 
background and to gather a collection of illustrations 
of the many covers to him. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA by Joe Lacko 

The International Peace Marathon was held in Kosice, 
Czechoslovakia on Oct. 7, 1984 during a cold, windy 
and rainy condition and the results attest to this 
unfavorable day. 

Results: 
Men 1. Li Dong Mjong, North Korea, 2:18:59 

2. Vestlund, Sweden, 2:19:25 
3. Poczos, Hungary, 2:19:27 

Women 1. Vahlensreck, W. Germany, 2:36:56 
2. Bain, Great Britain, 2:44:30 
3. Goldshawk, Great Britain, 2:45:00 

The special cancellation commemorating this traditional 
event, with 1207 participants, is a hand circular cancel 
in black ink, showing a runner in the center with the 
date, 7.10.1984 and the city of Kosice 1. In the circular 
format the text is: 54th International Marathon of Peace. 
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Swap your duplicates-sell your surplus-
through the Members Bourse 

THE SECOND EDITION - A BEGINNING? 

by Conrad J. Klinkner, 524 Ave. G - #6, Redondo Beach, 
CA 90277 

In the January - February 1986 JSP, Sherwin Podolsky asked the question, 
"Should we try for number two?" He was referring to a second edition 
of the SPI publication "Postal History and Vignettes of the 1932 
Olympic Games." Several years ago I asked Sherwin the same question 
right after I found a vignette that was mentioned but was not pictured 
in the handbook. Many times since then I have asked him the same quest­
ion, and the answer was usually, "Why don't you do the update?" My 
response was always, "I don't have the time and besides, Sherwin, you 
did such a good job the first time." 

Since finding that vignette, I have uncovered along with the help of 
fellow SPI members, Ted and Judy Niema, many more 1932 items which I 
think would be of interest to anyone having the handbook. I am sure 
that I am not the only SPI member who has found items which were not 
included, not pictured or simply not known to exist. You would be 
amazed at the number of interesting articles which came out of "grand­
ma's trunk" during the two years leading up to the 1984 .Games, and for 
that matter, are still turing up in the Los Angeles area. 

It is my purpose in this article, therefore, to show a way in which we as 
member of SPI can share our findings while at the same time updating the 
the 1932 handbook. Have you noticed that the pages from JSP are almost 
the same as those in the handbook down to the three holes punched for 
the three ring binder? Why not have the "second edition" come right 
from the pages of JSP? If a member has material which they feel needs 
to be in the update, then he or she organizes it along the same lines 
as Sherwin did in the first edition and submits it to JSP. As an 
example of how to go about it, I have layed out the vignettes which I 
feel update the handbook. All you have to do now is take the page and 
transfer it to the handbook. 

In forthcoming JSP's I hope to have more additions under the categories 
of first day cachets, ship covers and advertising covers. I hope other 
members to the same and help make the 1932 handbook better than ever. 
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SPORT STAMPS: BEHIND THE SCENES 
by MARGARET A. JONES PART 16 
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skating events in the 1962 season.10^ Thus, an overprint (Fig, 696) was 
issued to commemorate the victories of these two world speed skating 
champions. 

Speed skating for women became an official Olympic event at Squaw 
Valley in I960 (Fig. 697). Soviet women won three of the four events, 
while the men won two of their events. 109 - \ • J)' « 

At the 1964 Olympic Games in Innsbruck Lydia Skoblikova won all 
four events for women: 500, 1,000, 1,500, and 3,000 meter. Ants Antson 
received a gold medal for his 1,500 meter event. An overprint (Fig. 698) 
of a stamp, Issued earlier in the year for these Games, commemorated 
these victories. Ludmila Titova was the only gold medal winner for 
speed skating in the I968 Olympic Games at Grenoble. 

A woman figure skater was portrayed on a stamp (Fig. 699) to com­
memorate the i960 Olympic Games 1 however, no Soviets won medals that 
year in that event. Oleg and Ludmila Protopopov won the 1964 and the 
1968 figure skating pairs events. An overprint (Fig, 700) of a stamp, 
issued earlier for these Games, commemorated their 1964 victory, and a 
stamp (Fig. 701) was issued for their event in the 1968 Games, The 
Protopopovs won the pairs at the World Figure Skating Championships at 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, in 1965 after winning the European Figure 
Skating Championships in Moscow. An overprint (Fig. 702) of a stamp, 
issued for the European Championship, commemorated the World Champion­
ship victory. Irina Rodnina and Alexei Ulanov dethroned the Protopopovs 
in 1969 in Garmish and also won the 1972 Olympic Games figure skating 
pairs event. The 1969 victory was won on their second try which was 
considered an unusual feat.1-1-" The only skating stamps issued for the 
1972 Games were for speed (Fig. 703) and women's figure (Fig. 704) 
events. 

The latest stamp (Fig. 705) was issued to commemorate the 1974 
Women's European Ice Skating Championships held in Medeo, Alma-Ata. 
Other ice skating stamps issued by the Soviet Union include: two stamps 
(Fig. 706) of identical design for the Women's Championships in 1959! 
the Soviet winter spartakiady. first in 1962 (Fig. 707) and second in 
1966 (Fig. 70S)j the 1971 Trade Union Games (Fig. 709); and one stamp 
(Fig. 710) in 1952 to publicize Soviet winter sports. One other stamp 
(Fig. 711) entitled "Winter Joys" showed skaters in the background and 
was published in a set of drawings by children. 

Twenty-three skiing stamps have been issued. The designs include 
slalom, ski jump, cross-country, and long distant events. The first 
stamp (Fig. 712) commemorated the 1935 International Spartacist Games at 
Moscow. Other national skiing events commemorated include: the Second 
All-Union Physical Culture Day in 1940 (Fig. 713) j the Soviet winter 
spartakiady, first in 1962 (Fig. 714) and second in 1966 (Fig. 715)! and 
the Trade Union Winter Games in I963 (Fig. 456) and in 1971 (Fig. 716). 
Six stamps have been issued to publicize skiing as a Soviet sport in 
1938 (Fig. 717), 1948 (Fig. 718), 1949 (Fig. 719), 1952 (Fig. 720), 1954 
(Fig. 721), and 1959 (Fig. 722), and a painting of skiers was depicted 
on a stamp (Fig. 723) which commemorated the centenary of the birth of a 
Soviet painter S. V. Ivanov. » 

108"Sports," Soviet Union 146 (1962):55. 

109-viotories in Squaw Valley," Soviet Union 122 (1960):54. 
110Andrei Batashov, "Wizards—But Not in the Classical S ty le ! , " 

Soviet Life 1962 (March, 1970):32. 
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Olympic Alpine ski racing events include the downhill, slalom, and 
giant slalom) while Nordic events inc\ude cross-country and jumping 
•vents. In the i960 Games (Figs. 724,725) the only skiing event won by 
the Soviets was the women's 10 kilometer cross-country by Marija Gusa-
kova. In 1964, the women took all medals in the 10 kilometer cross­
country event, and thev won the 15 kilometer cross-country relay event. 
An overprint (Fig. 726) of a stamp, Issued earlier in the year for these 
Games, commemorated these victories. The special ski jump from the 90 
meter platform was won by Vladimir Beloussov in the 1968 Olympic Games 
for which two skiing stamps were published: ski jump (Fig. 727) and 
long-distance (Fig. 728). Five gold medals were won for skiing events 
in the 1972 Olympic Games, and again the two skiing stamps published 
depicted the ski jump (Fig. 729) and long distance skiing (Fig. 730). 

Another international event is the World Skiing Championships. Two 
stamps (Fig. 731,732) were issued to commemorate the 1962 championships 
held in Zakopane, Poland. 

In addition to the painting, "Skiers", by S. V. Ivanov and the mosaic 
of ice hockey, another painting with a sport theme appeared in 1970. 
"Tobogganing" (Fig. 733) was Issued to commemorate the centenary of the 
birth of its painter F. V. Sytchkov. This was the only stamp depicting 
tobogganing. 

The biathlon event is a combination of skiing and shooting, and it 
first appeared in the Olympic Games in i960. The biathlon was portrayed 
on a stamp to commemorate the Ninth Winter Olympic Games in 1964. 
Vladimir Melanin received a gold medal and Alexander Privalov, the 
silver, in this event. An overprint (Fig. 734) of this stamp was issued 
later in the year to commemorate their victories. 

In the far north, hunting game and reindeer and dog sled races 
have been extremely popular. Reindeer races were held several times a 
year at Sakhalin.^-Lli112 one stamp (Fig. 735) was issued in 1963 to 
publicize the sport of Lapp reindeer racing. 

Team Activities 

The first Russian soccer football matches were played in 1897, and 
the Soviet Union Football Gup was started in 1936. Currently football 
is one of the most popular team sports for the masses.113 sixteen 
Soviet stamps have been issued depicting soccer football as a male 
sport. In 1938 (Fig. 736), 1948 (Fig. 737), and 1949 (Fig. ?38) foot­
ball stamps were issued which did not commemorate any specific tourna­
ments or victories; this philatelic attention demonstrated the popular­
ity of football in the Soviet Union. Football teams are found in 
schools, institutions, and state farms or factories.11'*' It must be 
noted, however, that football is not a collegiate sport in the Soviet 
Union because these students have exams in the spring and are on vaca­
tion in early autumn. Therefore, most of the players in competitions 
are from factory sports clubs. Three football stamps have been issued 
to commemorate spartakiady: the 1935 International Spartacist Games in 
Moscow (Fig. 739), the All-Union Spartacist Games in 1956 (Fig. 740), 
and the Third Spartacist Games in 1963 (Fig. 741). 

iiiMashin, op., cit. 
112Sobolev, op_. cit. 
^J-^ortonj 0£. cit. 
UfrlMd. 
VLSLev Vlktorov, "Ball Game Number One," Soviet Life 145: 

(October, 1968):20. 
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