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THE BONN BUNDESPOST'S GSCHEIDLE OLYMPIC STAMP
By P. Pit, from "Sammler Express'" No. 21 '83
(Transpress-Berlin-German Democratic Republic)
Translated by Wayne Soderlind

A stamp which postally does not exist, is simply the perfect
sensation and this one was quickly promoted. The Gscheidle
Olympic stamp is referred to here, in any event it was
generally so designated in the West German media, and there
was hardly a philatelic journal in the Federal Republic

of Germany that let this lush morsel of philatelic desire
slip away. The story, as such, really seems like a modern
fairy tale. As the West German Postal Service prepared a
commemorative stamp for the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow,
the infamous boycott of these games came along and this
stamp was also stopped. In short, as the boycott of the
Moscow Games stood on the cabinet's agenda, Postal Minister
Gscheidle hastily allowed a sheet of this 60 + 30 Pf
commemorative with the five rings to come out of the

Federal Printing Works. The politicians looked at this
sky-blue stamp so that they could then blockade it as well.
A decisive no was expressed and there was a compulsion

to destroy all of the copies already printed. So far, so
good. None of these commemoratives saw the light of the
Post Office counter, though there were certainly question-
ing and cautionaing voices concerned about whether or not
all of the stamps had really been destroyed. Even the
proofs of this value had never come to be shipped. Then
came the brakdown. The retiring minister moved out of the
ministry. As luck would have it, he also carried that

sheet (or even three, as has been noted in press reports?)
along with him in his luggage. The same sheet (or sheets)
which he had gotten from the Federal Printing Works for
display purposes for the boycott decision. That would Tz
hardly have become known, and the ex-minister would most
probably have destroyed these "invalid stamps" if he had
noticed them, but then a Hamburg cigarette company organized
a contest. Elizabeth Gscheidle, the wife of the ex-minister,
participated and was among the lucky winners of a camera
worth DM100 in this competition. What adhered to this entry
card though was the non-existant Olympic stamp, making
itself known for the first time.



Meanwhile a genuine hunt for this Olympic stamp was insti-
tuted. Of course, Frau Gscheidle had already franked

several postcards or letters with this stamp. In the

meantime, mountains of postcards for this and that contest

were rummaged through, in order to discover more Gscheidle
stamps. The first one was found by a pensioner. Finally .
on August 25th the first copy of a peice of paper, in N \.
itself worthless and without postal validity, was auctioned -
at the price of DM46,000 with the addition of commision, by

the auction house of the Stelzer firm in Frankfort am Main.

In the meantime, three more 1980 Olympic stamps have been

discovered. On October 20th two more copies, including a
card, were auctioned at Mohrmann's in Hamburg.

You can see how a small piece of paper can become a
sensation, an "Hour of Stardom' of modern philately, as a
West German journal called this-find.

Note: according to the latest information from West Germany,
Frau Gscheidle is supposed to have "used up" all 50 stamps
of a sheet.

THE 1906 GREEK OLYMPIC IMPERFORATES - ADDITIONAL NOTES

by Sherwin Podolsky

The Scott catalog lists imperforate pairs of all the values of

the Greek Olympic 1906 set from the one lepton through the 25
lepta plus the one drachma. However, Dr. Bergman claims that no
imperforates exist of the 20 and 25 lepta. Any that are seen

as singles, pairs or larger are created out of multiples containing
misplaced perforations, thus the "doctoring" of a newly created
variety.

We are aware that stamps can be so poorly perforated that adjacent
pairs or even singles can be excised out of the sheet to look like
imperforated items from presumably completely imperforated sheets.
Those items are not true imperforates ("real imperforates" as in
Dr. Bergman's article, point 5). The exhibitor, thus, should take
pains to describe accurately what he has. Perhaps the descriptiorns
of the imperforates of the 20 and 25 lepta should be: "doctored"
imperforate (or "doctored” imperforate pair) excised out of a
misperforated sheet.

Subsequent correspondence from Dr. Bergman indicates these
impexrforates may be from color essays, but more about this later.

Also important is the impression that Dr. Bergman's caveat makes

is that just because material appears in any auction house does

not mean that it is authentic. However, in my opinion, it is okay
for auction houses to market questionable items provided the
descriptions are not misleading and not ambiguous. Also, estima-
tions should relect a completely different market level than the
genuine item or the original item from which the variety was er~ised.



Dr. Bergman, in a subsequent correspondence, expresses surprise

that Scott lists pairs: "I don't understand why they list PAIRS,

In general, when an imperforate variety exists, it is listed in

general, meaning SINGLES. Why suddenly in PAIRS? The pairs and

even blocks of the 20 and 25 lepta in imperforate condition are

not varieties. They are from the color essay sheets. One can

easily, if one knows how, distinguish between these essays and the *, ™ X
normal printing issue. This will be explained in a future article. *” ¥’
Still, it is conceivable that one day we shall really find imperfo-

rates of these stamps. All I claim is that we haven't found any

until now and that all that are being offered today are misplaced
perforations that were cut to simulate imperforates.”

Dr. Bergman seems to suggest that Scott's listings of imperforates
of the 20 and 25 lepta values are a recent development. Can any
reader verify this? The same question could also apply to the
Vlastos catalog listings.

DOCTORED 1906 OLYMPIC VARIETIES

by Dr. Manfred Bergman

WARNING to all collectors of the 1906 Greek Olympic
issue:

1. For many years, perforation varieties, and in particu-
lar, IMPERFORATE stamps of this issue, were and are

being offered (not to mention the price) in public
auctions in Greece, Switzerland, Italy, Germany, Great
Britain and USA.

2. While some of these imperforate varieties are genuine
(1, 2, 3, 5, 10 lepta and 1 drachma), others (20,
25 and 50 lepta) are all "doctored" items.

3. One should know that NO IMPERFORATE STAMPS EXIST

OF THE 20, 25 and 50 lepta values. All the ones being
offered on the market, even the ones with so-called

broad margins, are the result of falsifications.

in ALL cases, it is a question of MISPLACED perforations,
which were then cut to "create" imperforate stamps.

4. We should refuse to bid on any of these doctored

items, and demand of the auctioneers to withdraw them

(or to describe them correctly as "doctored" items

for study purposes and at a correspondingly low price). * _
Even if you find certified or signed items, beware; .
they are still falsifications.

by

5. If you are in possession of such items, have them
expertized. You may use them for study purposes,
but they should never be shown in your collection

or on exhibition pages as REAL IMPERFORATE.






