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"SUPER SUNDAY" COVERS (UPDATED) 

By 

Donald B. Crisman 

Super Bowl XIX took place at Stanford Stadium on the campus of 
Stanford University in Palo Alto, California on January 20, 1985. 
The anticipated shoot out between the NFL's best teams, Miami's 
Dolphins and the San Francisco Bay Area's Forty-Niners lasted a 
little more than one quarter. At that point, a fired up Forty-Niners 
(switched to a four man front) and a scrambling Joe Montana turned 
the game into a rout. A Forty-Niner miscue just before the half 
brought the Dolphins within 12 points (28-16), but that was as close 
as they would get. From that point it was all Forty-Niners as they 
won convincingly 38-16. 

While the players, coaches, media and league officials were preparing 
for the Super XIX game, another group of pros was also gearing up for 
the big event. Palo Alto postmaster, Johnny Y. Maeda, and his veteran 
team had already prepared a ten-page booklet welcoming philatelists 
and collectors. The booklet includes descriptions of the covers and 
souvenir cards offered, along with area maps, an autograph page and 
general information. It certainly seemed appropriate to have this 
related item cancelled. (Figure 1) 

Among the philatelic products offered was a set of three (3) covers 
and two (2) cards. The covers had different cachets, one for both 
teams and one for each team. The Forty-Niner cover is shown in 
(Figure 2). The pictorial Super XIX cancel was used and three (3) 
different ink colors were used. Black for both teams, blue appro­
priate for the National Conference Forty-Niners and red appropriate 
for the American Conference Dolphins. The souvenir cards were single 
and multi-colored printings with black cancels (Figure 3). 

Special pictorial Super Bowl cancels became available at Super Bowl 
XVI (The Forty-Niners previous victory). In the past they have been 
available either at the stadium (inside) or thru the mails. This 
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arrangement made it difficult for those without game tickets to 
service special items such as programs, media releases, social 
invitation and ticket stubs which were not supposed to be handled 
thru the mails. This year the postal stations were outside the gates 
and many collectors without tickets took advantage. 

Although this year's device was smaller than the previous years, it 
was still large and presented problems for combination, multi-cancelled 
and previously autographed cover collectors. Postmaster Maeda made 
the standard Palo Alto double circle plug (registry type) cancel 
available to collectors with special needs. I intend to write the 
postmaster of New Orleans (site of Super Bowl XX) and suggest two 
devices be offered in the future. A bullseye football shaped device 
was available along with the pictorial cancel at Super Bowl XVI. 

My two favorite covers from this year's game are shown in (Figures 4 
and 5). Winning Forty-Niner coach Bill Walsh autographed one cover and 
the other is a multiple (triple) cancelled cover which includes the 
pictorial cancel, Palo Alto plug cancel and the San Francisco airport 
branch cancel. For those of you in need of San Francisco cancels at 
odd hours (we arrived at 11:15 PM), the airport branch is open seven 
(7) days a week, twenty-four (24) hours a day. 

Earlier I mentioned Postmaster Maeda and his team were veterans and 
handled the situation very effectively. The same team had participated 
in the 1984 Summer Games during the soccer venue some of which was also 
held at Stanford stadium. Johnny presented me with a very interesting 
cover from the soccer program. The cacheted envelope contains both 
Postmaster Maeda's corner card (rubber stamp) and his autograph 
(Figure 0 ) . The football station cancel is in two colors, red and 
blue. It appears as though it was a single device and the two diffe­
rent or a special ink pad was used. I suspect many of SPI's Olympic 
specialists are well aware of this two-tone cancel. Was it available 
at all venues? 

Getting back to my kind of football,Super Bowl XIX seemed to be a 
great success for collectors thanks to the Palo Alto post office team. 
They certainly tried very hard to accommodate collectors and it was 
obvious a fair amount of planning preceded the big day. The author 
is still very interested in obtaining information on Super Bowl 
covers for the first six (6) games. Drop me a line if you have any 
information. 
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Figure 1 

Cover of U.S.P.S. booklet distributed at the game site cancelled 
at San Francisco airport branch after the game. 
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San Francisco 49ers 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONS '85 

Stanford Stadium 

Jlm&; Thorpe 

JAN 20 1985 

SUPER BOWL XtX STA. 

PALO ALTO. CA 9 4 3 0 5 

Figure 2 

U.S.P.S. NFC champions cacheted envelope. The cancel was blue 
on the 49ers cover. 
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Figure 3 

U.S.P.S. SUPER BOtJL XIX Souvenir Card 



Super Bowl XIX Jim^'Thorp* 

in Stanford, California, on 

Super Sunday, January 20, 

SUPER BOWL XIX STA. 
PALO ALTO, CA 94306 

* * ' Ttr 

MIAMI DOLPHINS SAN FRANCISCO 

Figure 4 

Triple cancel Super Bowl XIX cover (pictorial, Palo Alto and SFO 
airport branch) 

Super Bowl XIX 

MIAMI DOLPHINS SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 

Figure 5 

Cover autographed by winning 49er coach Bill Walsh 



Figure 6 

1984 Olympic soccer venue cover with red/blue cancel with postmaster 
Johnny Maeda's corner card and autograph 

Postal worker Bob Bush canceling Super Bowl memorabilia and covers 
for a standing room only crowd of Super XIX fans and collectors 

Don Crisman can be reached at : Fairway Dr.. Kennebunk M A 
04043 



HELSINKI'S OLYMPIC STADIUM 

by Ossi Virtanen 

(Edited by George Scheffel and Sherwin Podolsky) *• -V'-J 

When the International Olymplo Committee decided In 
1938 to move the 1940 Olympic Games from Tokyo to Hel­
sinki It caused great national rejoicing In this small 
but sportsmlnded country. Karlier, In 1936, there had 
been great dlappolntment when the Xllth Olympiad was 
awarded to Tokyo. 

The IOO decision In 1938 effected not only a great 
pleasure but produced a large variety of products which 
were sold to advertise the (James at home and abroad. The 
money realized was used for organizing and preparing for 
the Games. 

The two covers Illustrated (figures A 4 B) are 
examples of the philatelic promotions used for the fund-
raising efforts. ! 

One cover, (figure A ) , shows runners and athletes 
engaged In Track and Field, which Is the most popular 
sport In Finland In summer. The pictures were taken at 
some unidentified national tournament. The reverse shows 
the various events at the meet. 

The other cover, (figure B), shows the Olympic 
Stadium on the front side and views of public buildings 
on the reverse. The lower photo on the back shows "The 
White House" of Finland, the official residence of the 
president. The left-hand photo Bhowa the main post 
office. The top picture is that of the Airport Terminal. 
The photo on the right shows the long distance Bus 
Terminal. All the buildings are In Helsinki. 

The envelopes were printed by private enterprises 
in unlimited quantities. The covers were used from 1938 
to about 1945 and there are at least two varieties of 
covers with the stadium on the front but Bhowing differ­
ent buildings on the back. The censor's markings on 
many oovers tell that they were used during the war. 

Obviously, Instead of the Olympio Games, Finland 
had to fight for its freedom, independence and Its very 
existence against the Russian Invasion from November of 
1939 to March 1940 and again from Autumn 1941 until the 
Autumn of 1944. However, we are still living as a free 
nation even though the price was exceedingly high. 
Finland proudly became host to the XVth Olympiad in 1952. 
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Figure A (front) 

Figure A (reverse) 
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Figure B (front) 

Figure B (reverse) 
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The Olympic Stadium In Helsinki, (figure C) , io 
owned by a foundation which was set up In 1927. Con­
struction began in 1934 and the official opening took 
place June 12 1938. During the Games of 1952 additions 
were made so that it seated 70,000. The additions were 
removed at the close of the Games and the stadium today 
holds 50,000 spectators. , „ 

^ 

OLYMPIASTADION 

HELSINKI HELSINCFORS 

Figure C 

The stadium was designed in the early 1930s by two 
prominent architects, Yrjo Lindegren and Tolvo Janttl. 
At the 1948 Olympic Games In London, Lindegren won a 
gold medal in the architectural branch of the arts. 

More than 1800 events have been held since It was 
opened in 1933, among them world championships and 
European championships In track and field, gymnastics, 
speed Bkatlng, football (soccer) and other disciplines. 

The stadium Is a well equipped sports center with 
indoor facilities for virtually every sport Including 
boxing, basketball, volleyball and table tennis. Dance 
groups alBo use Its spacious halls and the Tartan track 
under the main stand provides sprinters and hurdlers 
with excellent winter training facilities. Rent income 
for UBe of the facilities has played an Important part 
in the stadium's operating costs. 

The most important event in Its proud history was, 
of course, the XVth Olympiad held 19 July to 3 August 
1952. 4,925 athletes from 69 countries took part and the 
Olympic flame was brought into the stadium by that King 
of Runners, 55-year-old Paavo Nurmi. 
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The Btadium is 243 meters long and 159 meters wide 
and has 56 entrance aisles. The tower stands 72 meters 
high and several articles I have seen report that the 
tower was planned at this height because the world 
record in the Javelin throw was almost the same distance. 
It was held by Matti Jarvinen of Finland who also won a 
gold medal at the Los Angeles Olympic Games in 1932. ^ • —. 

The covers illustrated are not rare but are less 
commonly seen as time goes by. Although the paper seems 
of good quality, the covers are found usually handled 
roughly and have bent corners and tops ripped unevenly. 
Censor markings are an added Interest. The machine 
publicity slogan Olympic cancel (figure D) on these 
covers is a valuable plus but this combination somehow 
is rarely seen. 

leeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeei 

THE SEOUL OLYMPIC STAMP PROGRAM 

by Ward H. Nichols 

The 24th Olympic Games will be held in Seoul from 
September 17 through October 2, 1988. The government 
of the Republic of Korea has already initiated an 
ambitious philatelic program to publicize the games. 

The Ministry of Communications will issue eight stamps 
each year from 1985 to 1988 with Olympic themes. The 
first two of these emissions were released March 20th 
and depict the Seoul Olympic Committee Emblem and the 
Mascot of the Seoul Olympics. Single stamps, sheets of 
twenty, and a souvenir sheet containing one of each 
design were released. 

mmmmm$$mmmmmm 

The emblem is patterned after'Sam Taegeuk1, a traditional 
Korean motif of decoration combining three large commas 
into a circle which represents harmony between heaven, 
man and earth. This motif is most often found in works 
of Korean folk handicraft and in the decoration of the 
traditional gate. 
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The Seoul Olympic Emblem represents 'gathering and 
diffusing'; the centripetal movement symbolizes the 
gathering of the world's athletes in Seoul for peaceful 
competition. The centrifugal movement is symbolic of 
the diffusing of the spirit of peaceful competition 
throughout the world. 

The Mascot of the 24th Olympiad is a Korean tiger 
depicted as a cute little figure. The tiger has been 
familiar to Koreans through legend and fables as a 
powerful but friendly animal. The tiger illustrated 
is turning 'Sangmo', a hat with a long tape attached 
to it which is put on when farmers play music at festivals. 
Sangmo placed on the tiger's head represents the folk 
tradition of the Korean people. The 'S' shape of the 
tape is the first letter of the Olympic host city, Seoul. 

Issues three and four of Korea's semipostal Olympic 
issues are dedicated to track and field and boat racing. 
These issues were released on June 10th. As with the 
first two Olympic issues, bhth single stamps and souvenir 
sheets (containing both stamps) were released. 

J i t 301035? KOREA 1985 \ % C*0iaEJ^ KOREA 1985 

Additional release dates for Korea's Olympic stamps 
include July 22nd with two stamps (subjects unknown) 
scheduled. Two final Olympic issues for 1985 are 
expected on November 1st. 

Collectors should also note the release of a pre-Olympic 
post card and Airletter. The latter depicts the Seoul 
Olympic Stadium. For additional information collectors 
can write either to the U.S. agency for Korean new issues 

Kent Research 
P.O. Box 86 
Hewlett, New York 11557 

or to: 
Philatelic Center 
CPO Box 1899 
Seoul 100 
Korea 

•Adapted from information supplied by Korean Philatelic 
Center 
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90th SESSION - INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

by Sherwin Podolsky 

East Berlin, Eas t Germany (DDR) was the s i te of the 90th sess ion of the 
International Olympic Committee. A 35 pfennig stamp with a non-denom­
inated sertenant stamp was issued. A special handcancel was dated 
June 4, 1985- A silver embossed cachet showing the meeting si te and 
Olympic Rings appears on the cover. Perhaps the most interesting is the 
red special registry label used. 

The registry label has a printed value of 50 pfennig. It also includes the 
wording " 9 0 . IOC-Session 1985." 

bnsQireiben 
---•,'"•...-«'jO Ft rai— 
" :" 102S Be rim 

a w. toe lMri»» HU 
" 1 

535 SbPA 
' •«!•>': CvgbuhrbezahH •» 

Mr. Sherv7in D. Podolsky 
16O35 Tupper Street 
Sepulveda, CA-91343 

U,3.A„ 
Eir.::' r:iSen 
recc .,,icnde 

asr.ta f50 P I BSJWawsiMj 
[!«%(;} 1023 Berlin * 

!"""035 SbPA 
™ l̂1j6:Gbuhr bezahit OSfc 

14 



^diio/iin/ 
In the las t couple of i s sues we published a l is t ing of 1983 US Sport 

Handcancels . Included in this listing were the addressess of, the sponsor­
ing organizations and prices for covers. If our members feel this ipfor* 
mation is useful, p lease drop a note to the editor. Let us know your 
feelings on other ar t ic les . What do you want to see or discontinued. 

JSP is now listed under the National Serials Data Program. Our number 
i s : ISSN 0447—953X and will be l isted on page 4 of each i s sue . 

In the July-August issue there is an outstanding error printed. George 
Kobylka (our printed, SPI 9) noted this error after the page was printed 
and brought it to the attention of the editor. A free name and address 
rubber stamp to any and all members who report the error and correction 
to your editor. Correction will be printed in the November-December 
i s sue . Le ts go sport fans, this is an easy one!!! 

S P I M A I L A U C T I O M +1= 1 S S U M M A R Y 

Lot 
1 
2 
3 
5 
6 
11 
21 
24 
25 
28 
29 
30 
TT"T 

37 
44 
46 
51 
52 
53 

Bid 
* 6 . 00 
12.00 
12. 00 
12. 00 
28. 00 
10. 50 
6. OO 
5.00 
5. 50 
6.00 
10.50 
10. SO 
17.00 
10.00 
5. 50 
4.00 
3. 50 

28.00 
3.00 

Lot 
54 
59 
60 
61 
66 
70 
77 
91 
93 
98 
102 
112 
114 
115 
119 
144 
146 
147 
158 

Bid 
* 8.50 
55.00 
35. 00 
3. OO 
4. 50 
2. OO 
2. 00 

10. 50 
3. 00 

23. 00 
4. 50 
4.50 
9.50 
6.50 
4. 50 
3. 00 
4.50 
4.00 
10.00 

Lot 
163 
165 
167 
170 
171 
174 
177 
178 
179 
181 
182 
184 
185 
186 
187 
191 
192 
193 
194 

Bid 
* 4. 

3. 
10. 
2 
2. 
*t 

5. 
5. 
3. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
11. 
11. 
2. 
2. 
13. 
11. 
15. 

00 
, 00 
00 
, 00 
00 
, OO 
00 
, 00 
50 
, OO 
00 
,50 
,00 
,50 
, 00 
, 00 
50 
,50 
,50 

Lot 
195 
198 
202 
204 
207 
208 
209 
21 1 
215 
216 
217 
218 
219 
220 
221 
r3T>2 

223 
224 
225 

Bid 
* 4.50 

3.50 
3.50 
3.00 
7. 00 
14.50 
7.50 

15. OO 
4.50 
3.00 
10.00 
7.50 
9.00 
16.50 
16.50 
5.00 
9.50 
15.50 
7.50 

Lot 
227 
228 
229 
230 
234 
236 
242 
243 
255 
256 
257 
259 
260 
261 
262 

Bid 
*15.00 
13.00 
4.00 
2. 00 
7. 00 
B. 00 
5.00 
4.00 
2.50 
4.50 

22.00 
2. 00 
10.00 
7. 00 
10.50 

Number o-f lots sold: 91 
Number of consignors: 9 
Number of bidders: 28 
Total realization this auction: *785.00 
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AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S HOCKEY ASSOCIATION e e e e e e s e e e e e e ® 

submitted by Brian G. Vincent 

With about 100,000 registered players, hockey is one of the major parti­
cipator sports for women in Australia. The sport has been played in t h i s „ 
country since around the turn of the century. By 1910 it had developed to ' fy 
the point where a national associat ion was formed. 

On July 2, 1985, Australia Post released a pre-stamped envelope to 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Australian Women's Hockey 
Association. 

Originally it was known as the All Australian Women's Hockey Associa­
tion, but the word 'Al l ' has long since disappeared from the t i t le . The 
Associat ion 's initial function was to oversee Austra l ia ' s first interstate 
women's hockey tournament. Held in Sydney, the tournam; nt attracted 
teams from South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and Tasmania. 
Later tournaments become truly national events with all States represented. 

The pre-stamped envelope was designed by Melbourne artist Brian 
Clinton. The main illustration captures the excitem; _nt of a match in pro­
gress . The stamp area shows a grotip of players in 1920s-style uniforms, 
posed formally for a team photograph. 

ISTUALtA 

Swap your duplicates—sell your surplus-
through the Members Bourse 
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JIM THORPE, THE "GREATEST" 

Biography by Vanverre Leon 

James Francis Thorpe was born May 28, 1886, in Shawnee, 
Oklahoma. He was the most versatile of American athletjes-. 
He was an Indian of the Sac and Fox tribe. - \ «•• J}1 

At the Carlyle Indian School he was chosen on All-
American teams in 1911 and 1912. He excelled in track & 
field, football, baseball, basketball, La Crosse, swimming, 
and hockey. 

At the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm, he won Gold 
Medals in the Pentathlon and Decathlon. Six months after 
the Olympics he was forced to return his Olympic Medals 
when it was discovered that he had played semi-professional 
baseball two years before at Rocky Mount North Carolina. 

From 1915 to 1917 he was an outfielder for the New 
York, Cincinnati, and Boston Baseball teams in the National 
League. He was a star of the American Professional Football 
Association and served as its President. In 1950 Sports-
writers and Broadcasters voted him the Greatest All-Arond 
Athlete and the Greatest Professional Football Player. 

Jim Thorpe died May 28, 1953 at Lomita, California. 
He is in the Hall of Fame of 3 sports: College Football, 
Pro Football, and Track & Field. 

In 1973 the Amateur Athletic Union restored Thorpe's 
amateur standing for 1909 through 1913. The U.S. Olympic 
Committee took the same action in 1975. At last the 
International Olympic Committee cleared Thorpe's name on 
November 13, 1982. 

Jim Thorpe in Philately: 

1. In a series, "Great Olympic Champions", there is a 25DH 
stamp (Perforated and imperforated) from Manama Depend­
ency of Ajman, representing the athlete in action(foot-
ball?) yuert serie postage 64 - Michel 640 (1971). 

2.August 15, 1975 - Souvenir Sheet, Michel 89 - Nicaragua. 
At the occasion of the Montreal Olympic Games, issuing 
of an Airmail sheet of 20 Cordobas, representing King 
Gustav V of Sweden honoring the athlete while addressing 
him with these words, "You are the greatest athlete in 
the world." 

17 



3.May 1984 issue at Shawnee, Oklahoma. A new stamp' in the 
American Sports series depicting Jim as a pro football 
player for the Canton Bulldogs. 
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OLYMPHILEX '85 - LAUSANNE by Bob Wilcox 

Olymphilex '85 was a feast, Olympically, philatelically, 
and socially. It was superb. 

There were some 170 entries of from 4 to 10 frames, 
1000 frames in all. Apart from the specialist 1896 class, 
entry was non-competitive. The total of all this was inter­
esting and thought provoking. Undoubted pluses were bhe\ "*• 
fact collections could be seen far more completely than "i£ ' p 
usual, and with so many displays of Olympics and sports, 
the range and diversity was enormous. There was astonish­
ingly little duplication. Obviously some stamps were pres­
ent many times, and if there were half a dozen known copies 
of a rarity, the chances were they were all there, but with 
the strong thematic emphasis there were only 2 or 3 occa­
sions where 2 collectors had adopted a very similar approach. 

On the negative side,to some minds,was the fact that 
quite a proportion of the displays were rather poor by nor­
mal competition standards, and it showed. The freedom from 
competitive restraint did however increase the number of 
entries and the range made viewing the displays more inter­
esting and gave novices a chance to compare their efforts 
with those of more experienced collectors adjacent. 

Every Olympic Games was covered in greater or lesser 
depth, and most Olympic sports. Barely represented were 
1900, 1904, and 1908, perhaps hardly surprisingly, but also 
the LA '32. Sherwin Podolsky covered Lake Placid '32 in 
great depth (most interesting to a European who seldom sees 
such material), but there was only a sprinkling of material 
from Squaw Valiey and Lake Placid 1980, and just 2 displays 
on Los Angeles 1984, one a full if very orthodox display 
of the special handstamps on cacheted covers, and one a 
frivolous frame showing LA cancels and stamp exhibition 
cancels applied (improperly?) to stamps of less than 20 
cents value. The only LA '84 meters I saw on display were 
in a Polish exhibit. 

The owner of that exhibit gave a most entertaining 
explanation of his exhibit, on the history of Polish part­
icipation in the Olympics, at the official FIPO reception, 
over the free kir and canapes. When he originally put the 
display together, following the boycott, he presented it 
for exhibition in Poland with a blank page. He had a long 
tussle with the censor, but was eventually allowed to keep 
his blank page. However, there were Polish judges and 
officials in LA so he later got material, and did not have 
a blank page at Olymphilex. 

The reception was the only formal social event laid 
on, and very pleasant it was, but socializing went on all 
the time, and really made Olymphilex. It was the stamps 
that brought us there, but the contacts with collectors 
from all over the world that added an extra dimension 
of interest and enjoyment. There were plenty of tables 
and chairs for us to sit and relax, chat and swap stamps ' 
and stories, and language was no problem? there was always / 
somebody willing and able to act as interpreter. It was a 
real pleasure meeting fellow collectors from all over the 
world. Some were strangers at first, but the greatest 
pleasure came from meeting for the first time collectors 
I had corresponded and exchanged with. I was disappointed 
Sherwin was not able to make it, but there were a surprising 
number of American collectors there, most if not all of whom 
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