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"SUPER SUNDAY" COVERS (UPDATED)

By

Donald B. Crisman

Super Bowl XIX took place at Stanford Stadium on the campus of
Stanford University in Palo Alto, California on January 20, 1985.

The anticipated shoot out between the NFL's best teams, Miami's
Dolphins and the San Francisco Bay Area's Forty-Niners lasted a
little more than one quarter. At that point, a fired up Forty-Niners
(switched to a four man front) and a scrambling Joe Montana turned
the game into a rout. A Forty-Niner miscue just before the half
brought the Dolphins within 12 points (28-16), but that was as close
as they would get. From that point it was all Forty-Niners as they
won convincingly 38-16.

while the players, coaches, media and league officials were preparing
for the Super XIX game, another group of pros was also gearing up for
the big event. Palo Alto postmaster, Johnny Y. Maeda, and his veteran
team had already prepared a ten-page booklet welcoming philatelists
and collectors. The booklet includes descriptions of the covers and
souvenir cards offered, along with area maps, an autograph page and
general information. It certainly seemed appropriate to have this
related item cancelled. (Figure 1)

Among the philatelic products offered was a set of three (3) covers
and two (2) cards. The covers had different cachets, one for both
teams and one for each team. The Forty-Niner cover is shown in
(Figure 2). The pictorial Super XIX cancel was used and three (3)
different ink colors were used. Black for both teams, blue appro-_
priate for the National Conference Forty-Niners and red appropriate
for the American Conference Dolphins. The souvenir cards were single
and multi-colored printings with black cancels (Figure 3).

Special pictorial Super Bowl cancels became available at Super Bowl
XVI (The Forty-Niners previous victory). In the past they have been
available either at the stadium (inside) or thru the mails. This
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arrangement made it difficult for those without game tickets to
service special items such as programs, media releases, social
invitation and ticket stubs which were not supposed to be handled
thru the mails. This year the postal stations were outside the gates
and many collectors without tickets took advantage.

Although this year's device was smaller than the previous years, it

was still large and presented problems for combination, multi-cancelled
and previously autographed cover collectors. Postmaster Maeda made

the standard Palo Alto double circle plug (registry type) cancel
available to collectors with special needs. I intend to write the
postmaster of New Orleans (site of Super Bowl XX) and suggest two
devices be offered in the future. A bullseye football shaped device
was available along with the pictorial cancel at Super Bowl XVI.

My two favorite covers from this year's game are shown in (Figures 4
and 5). Winning Forty-Niner coach Bill Walsh autographed one cover and
‘the other is a multiple (triple) cancelled cover which includes the
pictorial cancel, Palo Alto plug cancel and the San Francisco airport
branch cancel. For those of you in need of San Francisco cancels at
odd hours (we arrived at 11:15 PM), the airport branch is open seven
(7) days a week, twenty-four (24) hours a day.

Earlier I mentioned Postmaster Maeda and his team were veterans and
handled the situation very effectively. The same team had participated
in the 1984 Summer Games during the soccer venue some of which was also
held at Stanford stadium. Johnny presented me with a very interesting
cover from the soccer program. The cacheted envelope contains both
Postmaster Maeda's corner card (rubber stamp) and his autograph

(Figure §). The football station cancel is in two colors, red and
blue. It appears as though it was a single device and the two diffe-
rent or a special ink pad was used. I suspect many of SPI's Olympic
specialists are well aware of this two-tone cancel. Was it available
at all venues?

Getting back to my kind of football, Super Bowl XIX seemed to be a
great success for collectors thanks to the Palo Alto post office team.
They certainly tried very hard to accommodate collectors and it was
obvious a fair amount of planning preceded the big day. The author

is still very interested in obtaining information on Super Bowl

covers for the first six (6) games. Drop me a line if you have any
information.
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Figure 1

Cover of U.S.P.S. booklet distributed at the game site cancelled
at San Francisco airport branch after the game.






