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““SUPER SUNDAY’’ COVERS
by Donald B. Crisman

When it first began in 1967 the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum did not sell
out and the game was known as the first world championship game. The
participants were the NFL power house Green Bay Packers versus the upstart
AFL Kansas City Chiefs. As predicted by most, the Vince Lombardi coached
Packers won the first Super Bowl running away in the second half 35-10.
The name Super Bowl actually didn't catch on until the fourth contest in
New Orleans at Tulane Stadium. League officials felt the word "world"

had to be in the game title if the game was to reach the stature of the
World Series.

Most of the experts were stunned by the New York Jets and Kansas City
Chiefs victories in Games III and IV, evening the series. Starting with
Super Bowl V the AFL and NFL were merged into a single league, the NFL,
which continues today. BAmerican style football is not supposed to be

popular throughout the world, but in recent years the "Super Sunday" game

?
has been seen on live television in 20 countries and on a delayed basis

in 53 additional countries. While it may not be the world's game, it is
without question America's game. The Nielsen television audience ratings

for the top twenty all-time television programs include seven (7) Super
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Bowl games as of December 1983. No other sports event has broken into
the top twenty.

Starting with Super Bowl XIII, the author has prepared Super Bowl game
covers. For the next two years only standard machine and hand cancels
were available. The first special Super Bowl cancellation offered by

U.S.P.S. was for Super Bowl XVI in Pontiac, Michigan, where the San Fran-

cisco 49ers defeated the favored Cincinnati Bengals 26-21. (See U.S.P.S.

press release.)

A football shaped bullseye cancel was also available along with the four
line cancel which included the football dater and the worcés "Super 3Bowl

XVI Sta. Pontiac Silverdome". Special cancellations have also been
available for Super Bowls XVII and XVIII, the latter beinc an extremely
large device.

The earliest Super Bowl game cover the author has seen was for Suprer Bowl
VII which was the second and only other game to be played in the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum on January 14, 1973. That game, remembered by most Zor

Garo Yepremian's missed field goal and errant pass, was won by the Mia=i ‘

Dolphins, defeating the Washington Redskins by a 14-7 score. That victory
culminated a 17-0 undefeated season for the Dolphins.
Being able to attend all eighteen "Super Sunday" games to date is obvicusly

more than one should expect. Meeting many of the games' key participants
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and being able to obtain their autographs on the appropriate game covers
has been really special for an avid NFL pro-football fan like -yself. What
follows is a selection of some of my favorite "Super Sunday" covers. The

author would enjoy corresponding with other Super Bowl cover collectors

. -
-

and is particularly interested in learning about covers prepared for the *°

first six Super Bowl games.

T 16

MINNESOTA 6 .
VIKINGS

JANUARY 12, 1978 NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA

Super Bowl IX cover autographea oy the winning Pittsburgh Steeler Coach
Chuck Noll. The first of four Pittsburgh Super Bowl victories played
at Tulane Stadium in New Orleans.

Continued on page 85
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EDITOR’S NEW ADDRESS

955 S. SIXTH AVE., LA GRANGE, IL 60525
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objectionable material,

84



MINNESOTAI 4
VIKINGS

OAKLAND 3 2
RAIDERS

Ny,
SUPER BOWL ELE

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

This cover from Super Bowl XI is autographed by the winning Oakland
Raider Coach John Madden. This was the first Super Bowl game to be
played in the Rose Bowl.

& SUrel
> 3BOWL Xl

1-15-78

© PhilAmaerics Corp., 2038 K. 17th Ave., Denver, Co. 80308

Super Bowl XII game cover autographed by the winning Dallas Cowboy Team
Quarterback Roger Staubach. Super Bowl XII was the first game played in

the Louisianna Superdome.
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The thirteenth Super Bowl was played in the Orange Bowl in Miami. This
cover is autographed by winning coach Chuck Noll, his third Super Bowl
victory over Dallas, 35-31.

by
-

@]

@] e |
SUPERBOWL XIV

In Pasadena on Super
Sunday, January 20, 198

oy

Super Bowl XIV was a close game for three quarters and then Pittsburgh
charged ahead for an unprecedent»d fourth victory. This Super Bowl XIV
cover is autographed by Defensive Stalwart Mighty Joe Greene.
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in New Orleans on Super
Sunday, 'January 25,1981

Most valuable player Jim Plunkett cooled off his critics with a sterling
performance in Super Bowl XV leading the Raiders to their second Super
Bowl victory over the Philadelphia Eagles.
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SUPER BOWL XVI

Super Bowl XVI was the first game to have a special cancellation. The
device was 9.2 cms in length. A bullseye cancel consisting of the
football shaped portion, 3.5 cms long was also used. This cover was
autographed by the games MVP, Quarterback Joe Montana.
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United States Postal Service

Pontiac Silverdome - January 24,1982

SUPER BOWL 1st
A Super Special Station

For the first time in the history of the Super Bowl, the U.S. Postal Service has been authorized to
establish a temporary Postal Station to commemorate this event. Super Bowl XVI Station has been
made possible through the cooperative efforts of the National Football League and the Pontiac
Silverdome Authority. This special Postal Station is without precedent either in NFL or in Postal
Service history.

Super Bowl XVI Station will be located at the Pontiac Silverdome in the East Entrance Ticket Office
on the Main Concourse. The station will be in operation on January 24, and the lours ot operation
will conform to the Silverdome hours on Super Sunday.

Of primary interest to those who attend the game will be the unique

COMMEMORATIVE CANCELLATION

SUPER BOWL XVI STA.
PONTIAC SILVERDOME

This special cancellation will be available throughout the day at the Super Bowl XVI Station. The
Postal Service will cancel almost anything to which a 20¢ postage stamp can be affixed. Super Bowl
XVI Station will also carry a complete line of postal products. These items may be cancelled too —
at your request.

The Postal Service will provide “Mail-In" service for the Special Cancellation. Simply mail a stamped,
self-addressed envelope or post card to: Super Bowl XVI Station, Postmaster, Pontiac MI 48053.

For additional information, please contact either:

W. A. Green — Postmaster Bob Karpinski — Coordinator
Pontiac MI 48053 Dearborn Hts. MI 48127
Phone: 338-4511 Phone: 278-2567
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MIAMI DOLPHINS WASHINGTON REDSKINS

B
x *

in Pasadena on Super
Sunday, January 30, 1983.

SUPERIBOWLPXVIL

8

The Washington Redskins beat the odds and the Miami Dolphins in Super Bowl

XVII. Redskins head coach Joe Gibb autographed this cover,

at Super Bow] XVIII in Tampa, Florida,
A Great American Sports Ster on Super Sunday, January 22, 1984.

The NFL has honored football greats of the past during recent years by
selecting them to toss the coin. ‘At Super Bowl XVIII the legendary
Bronko Nagurski was so honored. Nagurski played for the winning Chicago

Bears in the first NFL championship game in 1933.
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TAMPA BAY
HOSTTO

SUPER BOWL

Los Angeles Raiders Washington Redskin:

The Redskins second straight trip to the Super Bowl was not a pleasant one.
The renamed Los Angeles Raiders crushed the Washington team 38-9. Raider
Coach Tom Flores autographed this Super Bowl XVIII cover. Note that the

special pictorial cancel was not used because of its size.

DOOOOOOOOVOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOCDOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOO0C

by Sherwin Podol sky

"An Introduction to Modern Proofs of the French Area" is an excellent
full color brochure on its subject. It can be obtained by sending

2 20¢ stamps to France International, P O Box 1568, Fort Lee, NJ
07024. In my opinion, only the die proofs, sepia printer's die
proofs and artist's proofs and trial color plate proofs and

trial color die proofs tell the story before the stamp is issued

in its final colors. Other items - deluxe sheets, compound deluxe
sheets, gummed imperforated deluxe sheets and imperforates-contain
the approved designs in final colors. The deluxe sheets should have
the cutouts somewhere in the margin. Sometimes the sheets are
trimmed, unfortunately, perhaps by persons trying to fit an oversize
item to an album page. All these items have a different quality of
Pedigree and serious collectors should research this field from
independent literature.

Are you looking for a new issue service for modern fancy U. S.
cancels? Write to General Image, Inc., P O Box 335, Maplewood,

NJ 07040 and ask for information. They sell by subscription only
and require a deposit. It isn't clear whether the covers or post
cards or postal cards used are cacheted (illustrated). Also,

all their material is unaddressed. Still, this is a long overdue
service and I know many collectors, especially overseas, will want
to investigate.
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56 | f P.O. Box 1568
' Fort Lee, NJ 07024

CeE . ..
In er natlonal Phone (201) 461-0727
SOCCER

Selected Offerings From Our Stock <3y

AFARS & ISSAS (1967) 315 Imperforate 8.00
Buy a Pair and Save! 4.00
Deluxe Sheet 15,00
(1974) 373 World Cup Munich Imperforate 8.00
ANDORRA (1982) 296-7 World Cup Imperforate Triptych 35.00
Deluxe Sheets 75.00
CAMEROUN (1972) 538-9 African Cup Deluxe Sheets 28.00
(1970) C150-2 World Cup Mexico Imperforates 24.00
Buy Pairs and Save! 44,00
(1974) C213-4 World Cup Munich Deluxe Sheets 28.00
(1978) C273-5 World Cup Imperforates 26.00
Deluxe Sheets 42.00
CONGO (1965) 129 Brazzaville Imperforate 9.00
(1973) C141-2 African Cup Imperforates 12.00
(1974) C183 World Cup Imperforate 6.00
Buy a Pair and Save! 11.00
C187 World Cup Imperforate 5.00
Buy a Pair and Save! 9.00
‘ FRANCE (1977) 1549 French Cup Imperforate 25.00
MADAGASCAR (1973) C120 World Cup Munich Die Proof P.O.R.
MALI (1974) 214-5 World Cup Munich Imperforates 16.00
Die Proofs P.O.Rs
(1970) C101-2 World Cup Mexico Imperforates 16.00
(1973) C208-9 World Cup Munich Imperforates 16.00
Buy Pairs and Save! 29.00
C210 World Cup Munich Imperforate 30.00
MAURITANIA (1970) 279-82 World Cup Mexico Deluxe Sheets 55.00
(1973) C136-8 World Cup Munich Imperforates 12.00
Buy Pairs and Save! 22.00
NIGER (1966) 172-4 World Cup Wembley Imperforates 24.00
Buy Pairs and Save! 44.00
173 World Cup Wembley Die Proof 150.00
(1974) C228-30 World Cup Munich Imperforates 20.00
Buy Pairs and Save! 36.00
We have a large selection of ALL Ask to receive a
Topicals: Imperforates, Deluxe
Sheets, Color Proofs, Die Proofs and ;
‘ other specialized material. selection on approval !
Your inquiries and want-lists are welcomed.
DE BT
masier charge ERMS OF SALE: Please add $1.50 for postage, insurance and
Ay htmdling on domestic orders, $5.00 for same on foreign or- (NN

ders. New Jersey residents, please add 69, sales tax. SAT-
ISFACTION GUARANTEED — you may return material with-
in 8 days for a full refund.
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Heiko Volk
Olympia-Philatelie

Postfach 3447 - Erbacher Str. 49 - D-6120 Michelstadt - West-Germany
Tel. 06061-4899

ISSUING PRICE-LISTS WITH SPECIAL

WE ARE THE TOP- AUCTION PART
SPECIALISTS .,
WA

ALL OVER THE WORLD IN @

OLYMPICS

IN OUR STOCK WE HAVE MORE THAN 25.000 DIFFERENT

ITEMS FROM 'I'HE OLYMPICS

. 1896 ATHENES UP TO 1984 LOS ANGELES

STAMPS-BLOCS-SHEETS|VIEW-AND PHOTOCARDS
FIRST-DAY-COVERS TICKETS

POSTMARKS BOOKS AND PROGRAMMES
POSTAL-STATIONARIES|{VIGNETTES

AUTOGRAPHS PHOTOS

PICTURE-~CARDS OLYMPIC=-STICKERS

&

FOOTBALL-WORLDCHAMPIONSHIP-MATERIAL
18934-18982
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

by Sherwin Podolski

Why are SPI's dues so low? Most clubs charge double

or more. Or if their rates seem low, they doa't

issue a Jjournal as often as we do. John La Porta wrote
some interesting insights that I would like to share
with you.

The price of producing JSP is not really a true figure

as we see in our financial statements. In fact, we are
subsidized by K-Line Publishing Company which is owned
by member George C. Kobylka. The printing costs are
around 25% lower than the going rate in this area. Also,
the pages are printed 2-up (8 1/2 x 11 inches) and then
cut and drilled for a 3-ring binder. We do not pay for
this. Additional photo work is done by George when John
needs it and at no cost.

John does all the collating and general mail preparation.
He doesn't charge for this and does not know what it
would cost to have someone do it for us. With our new
size of 56 pages (28 sheets) plus a larger printing, we
now have 14,000 sheets that have to be collated. Also,
the collated issues have to be stuffed into envelopes.
Address labels have to be affixed. The envelopes have

to be sorted and bundled for mailing. The foreign
airmails need special attention. Canada and Mexico

also need special attention. John affixes the necessary
rubberstamp markings and George affixes the postage on
all foreign mailings.

The foreign dues are only higher than US dues because
the former cost much more in postage. With our non-
profit status, we pay only 5.5¢ per piece for US mail.
The foreign third class rate is 54¢ per piece. Canada
and Mexico get first class, but the cost is still 54¢
per piece. The airmail fees are a different matter and
we really do not charge enough to cover the entire cost
for far away members in Japan, Australia and other
places. However, it is easier to charge a single rate
for the airmail service for the foreign members.

We all owe Goerge and John a round of thanks for their
selfless service.

Does SPI have too much money in the bank? We have at
least two book projects in the works that could cut our
balance considerably. Also, we have to keep a reserve

of funds for life memberships and for dues prepaid for
more than one year. We did buy a computer last year for
Clem Reiss, our secretary-treasurer. We see the benefits

in address labeling, ac%ounting, periodic financial
reports, membership’'lists.
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We can still use a member on the board who can tackle
the work of publicity. Now, we do have Glenn Estus
providing summaries of every issue of JSP to the three
major philatelic newspapers in the USA and Canada.
That is the limit of his publicity work as he also
handles our new issue report. Other publicity would
cover articles in the philatelic and non-philatelic
press. We could use someone who could coordinate

a special sport issue in a major philatelic publication
and solicit articles from several SPI members for that
issue. We could use someone to make our free award
certificate program known to stamp shows. A person
with a creative imagination can find other ways to
seek publicity. Perhaps the most important area is

to seek youth members. Clem Reiss reports we have no
members under the age of 21!

The candidate we seek will have time and a sense of
commitment to this important task. We have had offers
from persons who would be most qualified except that
they did not have the time available. Delays would have
seriously undermined the effectiveness of their contri-
butions. If you have time, ability, interest, write me.

The board is looking into improving our auction service
to members. We are considering all aspects - costs,
illustrations, easier reading, more lots, more frequent
auctions. We hope to have news on this in coming months.

‘HELP “WANTED
& Sheswin Dodilihy

SFI Board member Francis Daziniere, Residence Eurofac, Tour 3 -
Appt. 404, F-33170 Gradignan, France is seeking certain 1984
cancellations: New York "Olympics for the Disabled," and Torch
Relay cancels from Denver (June 23), Oakland (July 16), and
Los Angeles (July 28). Francis has some very nice trades.

Nino Barberis, Viale Famagosta 24, I-20142 Milan, Italy is

secretary of the of Associazione Italiana Collezionisti di
Affrancature Meccaniche (AICAM). This club translates into the
Italian Society of Collectors of Meters (or mechanical franking).

He reports that he and other members are looking for sport material.
ATICAM issues a quarterly bulletin with a page for free announcements
of members' wants and offers to exchange. Nino is personally
interested in football, baseball, soccer, golf, basketball, bowling,
tennis cycling and volleyball. Nino writes excellent English

and, at time of writing, had an excellent collection of 22 football
(soccer) meters from the magnificent collection of the late

Dr. Salvatore Caruso. Readers will find Nino helpful and interesting.
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SPORT STAMPS: BEHIND THE SCENES

by MARGARET A. JONES PART 13
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cyclists and over three hundred rated as Masters of Sport."77 As many
as 33 gold medals have been sought for annually in Soviet championships
in three types of cycling matches: track racing, running from 200
meters to 100 kilometers; road racing; and cross-country runs. One day
and long distance races are popular Soviet events. Beginning cyclists
usually start by entering individual contests and work up to group and
team events. Soviet cyclists placed first in the Warsaw-Berlin-Prague
Peace Race in 1956 and 1958.78 A stamp (Fig. 555) was issued to com-
memorate the Tenth Peace Bicycle Race, the year following their 1956
victory. One stamp (Fig. 556) commemorated the International Games at
Moscow in 1935, and another (Fig. 557) honored bicycling in the Inter-
national Summer Sports Championships in 1962. However, the majority of
the ten bicycling stamps commemorated the various Spartacist Games:
First People's in 195 (Fig. 558), Third People's in 1963 (Fig. 559),
Eighth Trade Union in 1965 (Fig. 560), Ninth Games for School Children
(Fig. 51), and Fourth People's in 1967 (Fig. 562). Bicycling stamps
were included in two serles publicizing sports in the Soviet Union: in
1949 (Fig. 563) and 193 (Fig. 564).

Two specific events were commemorated among the five stamps de-
plcting motorcycling: Technical Sports Spartakiada in 1961 (Fig. 565)
and the International Motor Rally on July 19, 1967 (Fig. 566). Soviet
motorcycle races are held on roads which are straight for one-half mile
or more, on curved closed highways for distances of as much as 300 miles,
on tracks and speedways, and on cross-country runs ranging between fif-
teen and 200 miles.”? Acrobatic motorcyclists were featured on the 1938
stamp (Fig. 567). In 1948 a motorcycling stamp (Fig. 568) was included
in the series publicizing sports in the Soviet Union while in 1959 one
stamp (Fig. 569) honored the voluntary aspects of the army.

Many people of gBe Soviet Union pursue the sports of parachute
Jjumping and gliding. The first (Fig. 570) of four parachuting stamps
was issued in the 1949 series publicizing sports in the Soviet Union.

A stamp (Fig. 571) depicting a parachute landing commemorated the Third
World Parachute Championships in Moscow in 1956. In 1959 a parachuting
stamp (Fig. 572) was one of those honoring the voluntary aspects of the
army, and in 1969 parachute jumping was portrayed on a stamp (Fig. 573)
publicizing technical sports in the Soviet Union. Gliders performing
stunts were depicted on a stamp (Fig. 574) commemorating the 1961 Tech-
nical Sports Spartakiada.

Thirteen equestrian stamps have been issued. The first three
(Figs. 575,576) commemorated the 1955 International Horse-racing and
Trot-racing contests which were held at the Moscow Hippodrome. The
contestants were teams from Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Re-
public, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and the Soviet Union. Twenty main
prizes were awarded, and first place was captured by the Soviet team,SL

7?8, D. Sinani, "Preparation of Physical Culture Road-Cyclists for
the Third People's Spartakiada of the Union of Soviet Socialists
Republics," Yessis Review of Soviet Physical Education and Sports 1
(March 1966):3:

78Igor Ippolitov, "Cycling," Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Illustrated Monthly 33 (June 1959):62.

79"Queries from Readers," Soviet Life 160 (January 1970):6.
80Van Dalen and Bennett, op. cit., page. 321.
8l"Sports," Soviet Union 67 (September 1955):38.
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