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MISHA THE MOSCOW MASCOT 

by 
Edward B. Epstein 

Although Russian propaganda sources claim the official 
mascot for the Moscow Olympic games, the bear cub Misha,was 
selected by the 01ympiade-80 Committee from 40,000 proposalŝ  
the date of his debut still remains a mystery. 

The cheerful mascot, designed by Viktor Chizhikov.has 
been described as "the embodiment of kindness and strength, 
hospitality and sportsmanship, nerve and calm. Chizhikov's 
cub reveals an independent character and confidence in its 
strength - qualities essential in each competitor." The 
above quotation, published on pp 149-150 in "Sputnik",(No7, 
1978),gives us our first clue as to Misha's date of origin. 
A replica of the bear cub, according to sources, is aboard 
cosmonaut Kovalyonok's Salyut6 space laboratory. 

Misha made his philatelic bow on two postal cards print­
ed by the U.S.S.R. Ministry of Communications on April 5, 
1978. Similar in format, the Moscow Theatres postal card 
(Figure I) and the Moscow Museums postal card, with FDC's of 
July 20 and July 22, 1978 respectively, picture Misha hold­
ing theatre and museum cards with the text,"This you shall 
see at Moscow." A third card of this format series, printed 
April 14,1978 with a FDC of Sept.14,1978'shows Misha hold­
ing such landmark cards as the Kremlin, 533 acre Economic 
Achievement Exhibit,Arkhangelsoke, Russian Architecture XVI-
XVII cent, and the 30-story Mutual Economic Assistance build­
ing with the same,"This you shall see"propaganda text. It 
should be noted that Misha's brown coloration varies on these 
postal cards. 
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Three days later, on April 17th, the Russians printed a 
fourth postal card diagramming the Moscow Olympic Units 
(Stadiums) (Figure 2). On this postal card the bear cub, 
although positioned in the same stance, is now pointing with 
one extended finger to Moscow Olympic facilities with the 
same invitational text. 

Although it is impossible to imagine how many different 
Misha souvenir items were created,a detailed painting of the 
cheerful cub graces a "My Congratulation With The New Year" 
Dec. 26, 1978 Leningrad handstamped card (Figure 3).Essent­
ially pictured in the same pose as on the postal cards the 
enlarged cub now holds a miniature Christmas tree. The 
illustration also shows to better advantage the five-Olympic 
colored banded belt, attached by a five-ring buckle, that 
girdles his waist. 
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It should come as no surprise that 
mascot should appear on the 1979 New Year 
New Year's salutation is boldly emblazed 
blue shoulder sash. Misha stands beside a 
tree holding a Santa Claus stamp which is 
a 4K valued air mail letter in the lower 
FDC for this issue (figure 4) with a Dec 
commemorative New Year's handstamp has a 
Misha with both arms at his sides. Misha 
that of his image on the stamp and shows 
colors formed in bands which follow his 

ences in the basic shapes of Misha's head 
the New Year's card and the cacheted cove 
change in Misha's grin. Gone,too, are the 
Mickey Mouse styled ears which are so con 
postal cards. 

the now familiar 
s stamp. The usual 
in white on his 
stared Christmas 
superimposed over 

right corner. The 
.25,1979 Leningrad 
cachet image of 

is now reversed to 
the five Olympic 
right side. Differ-
and white snout on 

r causes a subtle 
completely round 

spicuous on the 

Perhaps the most interesting item is a silver-colored New 
Year's folder which shows Misha standing in a wicker basket 
of a Moscow Olympiade-80 fluttering ribboned air baloonpour­
ing from a red embossed Horn of Plenty gold medals (Figure 5). 
Again, the shape of Misha's snout and the fur shading of his 
head convey a different expression. The embossed medals re­
minds one of chocolate-covered foil discs. 
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Figure 6. 



The 4k New Year's stamp was also applied to a different 
Jan.1,1979 postal card imprinted with a 3K stamp on its 
divided back. Misha has teamed up with a pert winter-garbed 
young girl and a rabbit on skis (Figure 6).Misha's face is 
now more anatomically detailed and his eyes ogle the lass. 
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Figure 7. 

The same Leningrad New Year's cancel ties the Misha 
stamp to another trio (Figure 7). In this instance a waving 
Santa Claus stands behind Misha who crosses a paw with the 
flipper of the seal mascot of the Tallin sailing events. 

The Leningrad July 19- Aug.3, 1980 Olympic handstamp 
used by the city's main post office during the period of 
the games cancels an Aug.3,1980 4k imprinted stamped enve­
lope. The text beneath the cacheted scene crowd filled fire­
works stadium reads,"Triumphal Closing." This time a grin­
ning Misha wears a gold medal around his neck and holds a 
bouquet of flowers (Figure 8). 
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Figure 8. 

Another interesting cover (Figure 9) canceled from 
Leningrad May 31, 1980 was produced unstamped by the Book 
Selling department^"Lenkniga" (Leningrad Books). It shows 
the bear cub in a relaxed attitude with one paw draped over 
what appears to be one of its texts and the other paw waving. 
It should be noted that Misha has changed his usual three-
quarter stance to a full front view. 
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Misha is cute. He is adorable and cuddly.Yet one can't 
help but wonder what motivated his creation. Was it simply, 
as many before him, just an innocent talisman of good luck 
or was his invention another instrument of Soviet propaganda? 
His uses may provide the answer. In addition to his emblem-
matic rank which when printed on thousands of different 
articles signify the product's offical status as a supplier 
to the Moscow Olympic games, he introduced a column in "Sports\"' 
in the U.S.S.R." where short stories related to the triumphs • 
of Soviet athletes were recounted and extolled. 

Sign-Up a New Member! 

°HELP WANTED 

The Los Angeles Olympics has past into history. Now is the time 
to collect information about the many meters used by suppliers, 
licensees and sponsors. Also nearly all the Olympic venues provided 
full postal service which included meters. They are inscribed in the 
dial: LOS ANGELES OLYMPICS 1984. 

We need the following information about meters used by the sponsors, 
licensees and suppliers: 
1. photocopy of meter 
2. note as to color 
3. name of user, if known (if possible, photocopy should include 

letterhead) 
k. Meter number, if not clear on the photocopy. 

We need the following information about meters used at the Olympic 
venues (including the soccer venues at Harvard University (Cambridge, 
Massachusetts), Stanford University (Palo Alto, California), and the 
U. S. Naval Academy (Annapolis, Maryland): 
1. photocopy of meter 
2. note as to color 
3. venue site (usually the black pictorial cancel may help identify 

the venue site—the photocopy should include the entire cover or 
card, if possible, including other side of postcard) 

k. Meter number, if not clear on photocopy 

Some of the sponsors, licensees and suppliers use several meter 
machines, each with a different number. We want to know all the 
meter numbers used. Similar information is needed on the venue 
meters. 

Please send your information to TIM NAGEL, 1920 Hobson Road, #211, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46805. 
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OIYMH& NOTES 
by SHERWIN PODOLSKY 

RANDOM NOTES. On Monday, April 30, 1984, the first day 
ceremonies for the .13 Torch Relay postal card was held at 
the Coliseum. We were seated inside the stadium on the 
grounds and listened to speeches including those by' 
Olympians from the 1932 Olympic Games. During one speech 
the torch was lit on the peristyle. It was a truly stir-
ing moment. 

On Friday, May 4, 1984, during the same week, we attended 
the first day ceremonies for the .20 Summer Olympic stamps. 
Held at the University of California at Los Angeles in West-
wood Village, the event was exceptionally well attended. 
Mayor Bradley, LAOC President Ueberroth, and stamp designer 
Robert Peak were there among others. Peak is not a public­
ity conscious artist and seldom attends public functions. 

The city is getting ready for the Olympics. City Hall, 
across the street from where I work, is being decorated with 
banners, flags and stars. On the third floor is a very 
fine display of Olympic memorabilia from the Xth Olympiad 
in 1932. LIFE Magazine has just come out with a special 
issue devoted to the Olympic Games and features a picture 
of John Torney, well-known SPI member who collects all kinds 
of Olympic memorabilia. 

SPI members Conrad Klinkner and Ted Neima are busy creating 
all kinds of philatelic collectibles here in Los Angeles area 
where they live. For example, the items released here for 
the First Day Ceremonies on April 30 and May k were only 
available at post offices and ceremony sites inside Los 
Angeles (not including the northern part of the City in 
San Fernando Valley). The fun included taking these items 
outside the City of Los Angeles to other cities and commu­
nities for cancellations on the First Day date. All 
kinds of possibilities were explored. 

There have been a few surprises. On June 1, 1934, a 
machine slogan cancellation was supposed to be installed 
at the downtown Terminal Annex post office. The cancella­
tion features the front of the Coliseum with torch ablaze, 
and the words "HOST CITY 1932 - 1984." SPIer Robert de 
Violini got early word of this and I dutifully prepared 
many covers and sent them to the correct address for speci­
al processing. Conrad Klinkner was also notified. Well, 
I am still waiting for my covers as of this date June 13-
In the meantime, one piece of non-philatelic mail-has come 
to me dated June 3. 

The problem with this cancel is that this very large 
post office has 15 cancelling machines and reportedly 
not all the machines were fitted with the commemorative 
device on June 1. 
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Another surprise is that the design on the .13 Torch Relay 
postal card is available on maximum cards. The maximum card 
is being sold at .50 each but only in a limited way. It 
is released at each of the 41 major cities along the Torch . 
Relay Route on the day of the arrival of the torch. Each* A 
of these cities also has a special Torch Relay hand cancel. fP 
Reportedly only about 250 of the cards are being sold at 
each stop and only for that day. They are not on free sale 
at the philatelic sales agency in Washington, DC nor any 
place else — except, perhaps Long Beach, California. Yes, 
the card is being sold at the philatelic sales window at 
the downtown Long Beach post office. The card will be on 
sale at the Los Angeles Terminal Annex post office on July 
28 to coincide with the arrival of the Torch at the Coliseum. 
Only 250 will be available at the Annex. However, an 
additional quantity will also be available at the mobile 
post offices at the Coliseum. Thus it should be possible 
to get dual cancellations—Torch Relay cancels and Open­
ing Day cancels. 

Why the US Postal Service is being so secretive about the 
Torch maximum card I do not know. It is, of course, one 
of those little things, surprises, that add the spice to 
collecting. SPIer Ward Nichols reports discovering the 
Torch Relay maximum card quite by accident when attending 
the arrival of the Torch at one city. Joe Lacko was also 
surprised and had to chase for his share on May 8 in New ^^ 
York. 9 

How should the Torch Relay postal cards be collected? I 
try to get mine postally addressed and they get the postal 
colored computer markings usually. These are great for 
the Torch Relay cancels. But for something different, the 
maximum cards with Torch Relay postal card design are a 
more expensive and more elusive alternative. Few people 
will think of getting covers, especially with appropriate 
cachets, with the Torch Relay cancels. Registered covers 
or cards and those marked for Special D- livery and having 
these Torch Relay cancels should be quite unusual. 

Drawing Board of Texas has, at last count, 40 different 
picture postcard designs. Drawing Board is the official 
licensee and its cards bear the official logo. Many 
designs include Sam the Eagle. Drawing Board also is 
the manufacturer of the official stickers featuring Sam 
the Eagle in a variety of sport poses and sometimes the 
stars-in-motion design. In time, all these postcards will 
be cataloged. There are official and unofficial "illicit" 
designs. 

One FDC dealer has gotten FDCs with the Goodyear blimp ^ ^ 
cachet. This is a non-postal, private helium-filled 
dirigible used mainly for aerial advertising. Cute. 

At this writing tentative information indicates 33 differ­
ent special cancels during the Olympic Games, including 
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the IOC session at the Biltmore Hotel, Olympic Arts 
Festival, the Press Center, and International Broadcasting 
center. The US Postal Service will have a booth at 
OLYMPHILEX '84 in Pasadena and there will be a special 
cancellation. 

PIPO neuus 
crj oherwin Podolsk1] 

OLYMPHILEX '85 will be held March 18 - 24, 1985 at the 
Palais de Beaulieu in Lausanne, Switzerland. This is the 
international Olympic stamp exhibition organized by the 
International Federation of Olympic Philately (FIPO by 
the French acronym) under the patronage of the Interna­
tional Olympic Committee and the City of Lausanne. 

Participation in the exhibition is open to all collectors 
of philatelic and postal documents relating to Olympism, 
the Olympic Games and all sports recognized by the IOC. 
The classification of collections is: 

1. Court of Honor, by invitation 
2. Official category including postal administrations, 

national Olympic committees, international sport 
federations, postal museums, postal stamp print­
ing works, stamp engravers and designers 

3- Olympic Games including 1896 Athens, general 
collections, collections featuring one or more 
Olympiads 

4. Winter Games including general collections (all 
Winter Games) or collections featuring one or 
more editions of the Winter Games 

5. Sports recognized by the IOC including general 
collections, single sports, sports of a single 
country or collections specializing in sports 
cancellations 

6. International sports meetings, World Champion­
ships, and World Cups 

7- Vignettes 
8. Youth (four different age categories) 

Only the category for 1896 Athens will be competitive. 
All other categories are non-competitive. The IOC will 
present a commemorative medal and diploma to every 
exhibitor. Prizes presented by various authorities or 
organizations, federations, publishing houses, associa­
tions or companies may also be awarded. 

Participation is free. There is no frame charge. Howev­
er, the exhibitor pays for cost of dispatch and insurance. 
The organizing committee for the exhibition pays for 
return of collections. 
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The calendar includes a "day of exchange amongst collec­
tors" on March 22. Awards for "Athens 1896" on March 23 
and distribution of all prizes, medals and diplomas that 
day. An official luncheon is scheduled March 23. 

The FIPO General Assembly will meet March 23 and an 
election of officers will be held. 

Readers should send for the exhibition prospectus with 
application form. The prospectus also explains what 
FIPO is about and details from its Constitution. 
Readers should also ask for a membership application. 
Membership is free and they send out news reports with 
commemorative meters of philatelic interest. They do 
require a passport-size photograph or two and a signature 
of a FIPO member. I will gladly sign the application 
of any SPI member, but please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return to you. They ask for details 
of your philatelic interests and activities. Some 
applications that I have seen and that were approved 
indicate some very simple, general philatelic interests 
such as a specific sport, used Olympic stamps, or stamp 
issues of only one Olympiad. 

Write Mme. Monique Berlioux, Treasurer, International 
Federation of Olympic Philately, Chateau de Vidy, 
CH-1007 Lausanne, Switzerland. 

The last day to enroll for participation in OLYMPHILEX 
•85 is October 15, 1984. 

FIPO announces the distribution of the first volume of 
the catalog "POST, PHILATELY AND OLYMPISM" to take place 
June 15, 1984. Price is 30 Swiss francs. You can 
pay by check at the current rate of exchange (check your 
newspaper) and send your order to Mme. Berlioux. 

The IOC is also offering a subscription to the meters 
used at the IOC headquarters for 1984 and 1985 for the 
sum of 20 Swiss francs. The meters will be on IOC envel­
opes and be sent in two deliveries (December 1984 and 
December 1985). 

—June 21, 1984 

I984 OLYMPIC METERS 
by Tim Nagel & Wayne Soderlind 

This column began in the Kay-June, 198U issue of JSP (Vol. 22,No.5) 
pp.llj.9-51. A description of the slogan meter i s listecTbelow each 
entry. Additional meter numbers are l i s t e d for en t r ies li and 6. 

For l i s t i n g , send meters or photocopies to Tim Nagel, 1920 Hobson 
Rd. #211, Fort Wayne, IN U6805. 
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Company & Address Meter Numbers 

Lt. Eastman Kodak Co. 1661^5 
3U3 S t a t e S t . 691U20 
Roches te r , NY 1U650 
"Kodak/Off ic ia l SDonsor/l9"Lt/ 
U. S . Olynpic Team" 

6 . Xerox Corp. 632389 
Roches te r , NY I/46L1L1 lLi"905 
(LA Olympic Logo) " O f f i c i a l Sponsor / 
I98/4 Olympics" 

11.Los Angeles Olympic Organiz ing C o m i t t e e 601175Lt 
Los Angeles , CA 9008L 2063693 
(LA Olympic Ar ts F e s t i v a l Logo and Olympic 
Rings) "Olympic Ar ts F e s t i v a l Los Angeles 
198Li/June 1-August 12 , I96L1" 

12.Amateur B a s k e t b a l l A s s o c i a t i o n , U.S.A. 11977U2 
1750 Eas t Boulder S t . 
Colorado Sp r ings , CO 80909 
"Double Gold i n /Los A n g e l e s / J u l y 28-August 
12 , 198U" 

13.Amateur Baske tba l l A s s o c i a t i o n , U S.A. 11977U2 
(Address Above) 
"Shoot for t h e Gold/Los An gel e s / Ju ly 22-
August 12 , I98L1" 

1U.ARA S e r v i c e s 6013006 
Independence Square V/est 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 19106 

ARA S e r v i c e s 67U328 
P.O. Box 219998 
Houston, TX 77218 

ARA Living Centers 6102982 
Eas te rn Div i s ion 
11350 N. L'eridian S t . , S u i t e 200 
C a m e l , IN L16O32 
(LA Olympic Logo) "ARA/Serv ices /Off ic ia l 
Pood ^ / T r a n s p o r t a t i o n / S e r v i c e s / F o r The 
A t h l e t e s " 

. P 

l5 .Dravdng Board Gree t ing Cards 98386I4. 
8200 Caroenter Freeway 
P .O. Box" 220355 
D a l l a s , TX 75222-0355 
(LA Olympic Logo) " O f f i c i a l L i c e n s e e / 
198Li Los Angeles / Olympic Games/Q Los 
Angeles Olympic Organiz ing Committee" 

16 . ITT Con t inen t a l Baking Company, I n c . 698L22 
P .O. Box 731 
Rye, KY 10580 
(U.S . Olympic Committse Logo) "Supp l i e r 
To The/198Lt Olympic Team" 

17 .1 'o to ro la Communications and E l e c t r o n i c s , Inc . 662802 
1313 Eas t Algonquin Road 
Schaumburg, IL 60196 
(LA Olympic Logo) " O f f i c i a l Radio / 
Communications/Sponsor f o r t h e / I98L1 
Olympic Games" 
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Company & Address Meter Numbers 

1 8 . P a c i f i c Telephone 376262 
P .O. Box T 
Sacramento, CA 95813 

P .O. Box 7665, Val ley Annex 38O86O 
Van Nuys, CA 9lLi09 
" P a c i f i c Te lephone / i s a n / o f f i c i a l s p o n s o r / 

. of the 198It/01ympic Games" 
(Both mete r s d i s c o n t i n u e d Dec. 3 1 , 1°83) 

1 9 . I n t e r n a t i o n a l Olympic Committee IIL1I6 
CH-1007 
Lausanne, Swi tze r l and 
"lit J eux /D 'Hiver /Sa ra jevo / l98U" (Sarajevo 
Olynpic lego) 
vUsed Feb. 3-19, 198Lt) 

2 0 . I n t e r n a t i o n a l Olympic Committee IIL1I6 
(Address Above) 
"Sarajevo I9OI4. Los Angeles" (Sarajevo 
& LA Olympic Logos) 

2 1 . M i t s u b i s h i FBU 1157 
Kont ich , 2C50 Belgium 
" O f f i c i a l Car /Suppl ie r /Sara jevo / l981 t" 
(Mi t sub i sh i & Sarajevo Olympic Logos) 

2 2 . M i t s u b i s h i , ML'C-Auto Deutschland Gmb H 
Hessennuer S t r . 2 . 
D-6097, Trebur 2, ".'.'est Germany 
(Sarajevo Olympic Logo) " M i t s u b i s h i / O f f i z i e l l e r 
Aus rus t e r /mi r PKW u n d / A l l r a d - F a h r z e v g e n / 
Olympische/Vt tn terspie le *8U" 

2 3 . Gorenje Sozd 
Cel j ska S t r e e t 5A 
Velenje 
S loven ia 63320, Yugoslavia 
" g o r e n j e / F o k r o v i t e i j XIV. z i r . s k i h / 
o l i m p i j s k i h i g e r / S a r a j e v o "Sit" 
(Sarajevo Olympic IjOgo) 

2lt. German Nat ional Olympic Committee 
O t t o - F l e c k , Schneise 
D-6000 F r a n k f u r t / M . l , '.Vest Germany 
"Na t iona le s Olympisches Komitee/fur 
Deutschland" (Olympic Rings) 
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XXXIIIrd OLYMPIAD 

The Pcstmark Panic 

*&L wtn ^Lseac/atvy 

(August 5. 1984) The Olympics aren't over yet, but a pattern 
of postal fickleness, foolishness and just plain fussiness has 
added a strong element of philatelic frustration. 

There are really four types of cancellations, so far: 
1. the station type, black cancel, including a pictorial 

representation of the site or venue, followed by an 
oblong of abstract lines. 

2. the station type, black cancel, without the oblong of 
abstract lines. This is called the "bullseye." 

3. The double ring cancel. The inner ring contains the date. 
The outer ring says LOS ANGELES/l984 OLYMPIC GAMES. 
This is usually in red, but some venues apply this cancel 
in^black. 

k. A Pitney-Bowes meter in red. This is always a tape, not 
applied as an impression direct to the envelope or 
packet. Contains the following words in the date circle: 
LOS ANGELES 0LYMPICS/l984. 

Technically, the double ring cancel (Type 3) is applied only to 
special mail: registered, insured, certified. But the cancel has 
also been used by some postal clerks to regular mail as a favor 
to philatelists. But some clerks refuse to allow the favor use 
and restrict use of the Type 3 cancel only to special mail. 
Thus covers will be found showing inconsistent use of the double 
ring cancel. For example, an inconsistent policy may be found 
on covers with the swimming station cancel. One clerk at that 
station will allow favor use of the Type 3 cancel, another at the 
same station will not. 

OLYMPHILEX '84 at the Pasadena Center opened July 25 and was the 
first opportunity for philatelists to see what surprises might be 
at hand at the postal counters. Only types 1 and 2 cancels were 
announced in the philatelic press. It was quickly discovered 
that types 3 and k were also available. 

Opportunities were quickly envisaged by philatelists. The postal 
counters had only the Olympic stamps and postal stationery, the 
Babe Ruth and Jim Thorpe 20(2 stamps. This meant that any odd-rate 
additional postage required had to be made up with meters. The 
philatelic press announcement indicated that each Olympic venue 
postal station was supposed to be a full-service station. 

Now, every meter machine has its own P.B. meter number. Even 
though the cover may bear only a meter and no other cancel, it 
should be possible to identify the venue station by the meter 
number eventually. However, as a convenience, it is nice to 
have a Type 1 or Type 2 cancel on the same cover with the meter 
(which would be desirably tied to the cover with the Type 3 cancel). 
This will usually help identify the venue station using the meter. 
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The key word is "usually" and not always, because it may be possible 
to get short-paid covers canceled with Type 1 or 2 cancels and take 
them over to another station for the meter purchased for the make-up 
rate. More on this later. 

Note that Types 3 and k cancels are generic; they don't tell you 
anything about the specific site or venue readily. We are told 
that all venues had the same Types 3 and k cancels. 

On July 25, 1984, about 30 pieces of mail were processed with meters 
at OLYMPHILEX '84. It was discovered that the meter contained the 
wrong date: "JUN 25" instead of "JUL 25-" A few pieces went through 
with the corrected date. But the postal supervisor did not like the 
idea of using so much meter paper for small amounts of postage. For 
example, a 130 Olympic stamp plus a 7t meter tape add up to the 
correct domestic 200 first class mail rate. Only knowledgeable 
collectors were seeking the meters. The supervisor decreed a $1 
minimum for metered mail. Thus overfranked covers may be found. 

On July 25, 1984, I was able to get 10 dry meter tapes, each bearing 
a .20 first class rite. Later the cleric refused to provide dry 
tapes. All meter tapes had to be affixed to outgoing mail. Handback 
covers with meters were not possible. 

A few days later, the meter was withdrawn from use. The supervisor 
claimed a "breakdown" but complained how expensive the meter paper 
was for such small amounts of postage requested. Another supervisor 
said that the primary purpose of the Olympic postal station was to 
sell over-the-counter stamps and packages of maximum cards witn 
the special (Type l) cancels. Also available was a book priced at $20. 
The individual unused maximum cards were also available and their 
selling was very time-consuming as notices sorted out through the 
25 designs, including the one for the Torch relay postal card. 

Opening Day, July 28, 19&4 at the Coliseum proved to be a madhouse 
at the three postal stations. It became clear how they were set up. 
A separate counter or counters provided the Types 1 and 2 cancels. 

The postal patron could go to the stations to buy stamps, the 
book, postal stationery, get forms for special mailing (certified, 
insured, registry), get meters. The canceling for Types 1 and 2 
cancels were done outside the air-conditioned postal stations. 
Thus, to make up an "ideal" cover showing the Type 1 or 2 cancel, 
a meter, and the double-ring cancel, one had to first go through two 
very long lines. One line to get the Type 1 or 2 cancel, and the 
next time to get the Types 3 and 4 cancels—usually on registered 
or insured mail. 

But a few days later, the meters at the three postal stations 
at the Coliseum were removed. (Remember that each had its own 
meter machine with a meter number). The excuse was none. They were 
too much work. "Go to the regular post office at 39th and Vermont." 

That was on August 4. I had covers with the Boxing and Athletic 
Station Type 1 and 2 cancels but could not process them at the 
postal counters in any of the three Coliseum stations. By the way, 
the boxing and athletic station cancels were provded at counters 
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outdoors by the same clerks. So, I went to the Swimming Station 
about a half-mile away. The single station was closed for lunch. 
I waited outside for 45 minutes. Fortunately, an occasional breeze 
relieved the heated sun. 

I put my best foot forward there. I had two special delivery items 
(good for meters nearly $2 apiece). This disclosed an operating "*• , \ ̂'., 
and available meter. The clerk figured up the charges and I spilled .: * 
out a bunch of other items needing small-change meters on the counter 
and she didn't blink an eyelash. But she refused to apply the meters 
before me. The supervisor did that, she said and the meter was in the 
rear behind a small partition, not readily visible. She promised 
to apply the double-ring cancel, though. 

Partly encouraged, I made up Swimming station covers, approached 
another clerk at the same station who dutifully promised the same 
thing, but refused to allow any double-ring cancel except on a 
registry item. 

From Conrad Klinkner, it was learned that the Pentathlon postal 
station refused to honor meter requests the first day. The next 
day, the supervisor relented when that person was told that 
"all the other stations were doing it." 

The same meter and double ring cancels were also available at the 
Hotel Biltmore, site of the IOC session. Announcement of the 
special IOC cancel came very late in the national philatelic press, 
although it was known and expected for weeks before locally. 
The meter was apparently being used by the many international guests 
staying at the hotel. I saw one large package with the commemorative 
meter tape on it. The IOC cancel was a different style from the 
Olympic venue cancels, but the double-ring and meter types were the 
same. 

The registry forms, forms for insured and certified mail were not 
always readily available or available at every station. I do not 
know the circumstances for most stations. Some did not have labels 
for special delivery and a rubberstamp or handwriting had to be 
suffice. In another instance, insured mail forms (which come 
with a sticker to affix to the letter or packet) were not available 
but a rubberstamp was. 

Overall, the pattern is one of inconsistency in service and materials 
necessary for the items intended to go through the mails. Souvenir 
hunters had the most convenience in seeking handback items. People 
were sticking the Olympic stamps in the souvenir book sold by the 
postal people. One lady had rolls of uncut sheets of US $1 bills. 
Each bill had an Olympic stamp affixed to be canceled at a venue. 
I asked her if she was a philatelist. "No," she said, "I'm a 
coin collector." From the looks of what she had, her sheets were 
nearly completed canceled. 

As readers know, there were many official and unofficial picture 
postcards. The official licensee, Drawing Board Greeting Cards, Inc. 
of Texas put out about ^0 different designs. But some designs were 
modified, such as by including Sam the Eagle later. I have made no 
attempt to classify these cards. Also, not every sport or venue 
was depicted on a card. Some designs were practically general-
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