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THE MISSING BASKETBALL STAMP

by Bob Bruce

Editor’s note: the following article was submitted by the late Bob
Bruce before the 1980 Olympic Games. The article still holds true even
if there will be a women’s basketball stamp issued this year honoring
the 1984 Olympic Games. As yet, nothing for men’s basketball.

What team sport was invented in the United States, has been our
greatest sport export, and has provided us with our most consistent suc-
cess in the Olympic Games? It isn’t baseball, which, despite the myth of
Abner Doubleday at Cooperstown, is descended from a variety of old
English games. There is no Olympic competition in baseball. It isn’t
football, which is an adaptation of soccer and rugby and virtually unknown
outside this country. There is no Olympic competition in football. It
isn’t soccer, which is the international team game. This country has
done poorly in Olympic soccer, usually failing to qualify for the sixteen-
team final. Only one sport, basketball, meets the three criteria.

Basketball was invented at Springfield (Mass.) College in 1891 by Dr.
James A. Naismith in fulfillment of an assignment to develope a game
to occupy football-baseball players between seasons. It spread rapidly
over the globe, aided greatly by YMCA personnel trained at Springfield.
By the 40th anniversary of the international basketball federation (FIBA)
in 1972, 132 countries were members.

Since basketball’s additional to the Olympic program in ‘936, the
United States has won seven of the eight champmnshxps The 1972
championship game, won debatably by Russia, is still hotly disputed as
a prime example of the refusal of FIBA bureaucrats to delegate sufficient
authority to their game officials so that the latter might fulfill their re-
sponsibilities. Despite this episode and despite that professional con-
tracts render our best players ineligible for Olympic play, basketball
remains our greatest team strength in a world totally enthusiastic over
sports.
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Now, what about baskball stamps? Are they issued in any quantity?
If one defines a basketball stamp as one either issued to commemorate
a specific basketball event (including one within a broader athletic com-
petition) or depicting some aspect of basketball play, he finds that
about 425 single stamps and souvenir sheets have been issued. The
Philippines offered the first basketball stamp (Sc 382), one of three
honoring the 10th Far Eastern Games in Manila in 1934. Panama follow-
ed in 1938 with a stamp (Sc C43) and a souvenir sheet (Sc C47a) to com-
memorate the 4th Central American and Caribbean Games in Panama. Cxty.
In 1939 Ecuador issed Sc 379 in honor of the 1st Bolivarian Games. It
is interesting to note that these issues commemorate three of the six
competitions sponsored officially (in addition to the Olympic Games them-
selves) by the International Olympic Committee. Thus began a steady
stream of basketball stamps. By the end of 1978, ten basketball or gen- -
eral athletic competitions involving basketball (in addition to the Olympic
Games) had been commemorated with five or more basketball stamps.

What has the United States, the home of basketball, contributed? In
1961 this country honored the centennial of the birth of the game’s foun-
der (Naismith) with a single stamp (Sc 1189). However, this is our coun-
try’s only basketball stamp. Meanwhile, baseball and football, both pre-
dominantly professional sports with little international tradition, have
been commemorated.

And what of Olympic basketball stamps? The following table summar-

izes these issues:

OLYMPIC BASKETBALL STAMPS AWD SOUVENIR SHEETS
(Items issued/countries)

Year Winners Winners Others Victories Hosts Others
(Pre-competition) (Post-competition) (Post-competition)

1936 0/3 0/3 0/0 0/1 0/o0

1948 0/3 0/3 0/0 0/1 3/2

1952 0/3 0/3 0/0 0/1 3/3

1956 0/3 0/3 0/0 0/1 3/3

1960 1/3 0/3 0/0 2/1 16/11 g
1964 0/3 0/3 0/0 4/1 22/17

1968 1/3 0/3 é/5 6/1 27/18

1972 l/f 1/3 1/ 2/1  2u/15 .
1976 1/3 0/3 0/0 1/1  28/23

Several interesting conclusions can be drawn from this table. Since 1960
host countries have regarded basketball competition highly enough to merit
modest, but regular commemoration on stamps. Since 1960 many other
countries have elected to honor the combination of basketball and the
Olympic Games; the average is now 22.4 items by 16.8 countries per -
Olympiad. Only one of the first three-placing squads (Cuba, third in"1972)
has directly honored its performance (Michel 1846/B1 40) although some
countries have occasionally honored gold medals won by others; usually
this latter group has involved the despised ‘‘sand dune’’ countries. Mean-
while a modest number of subsequently-placing squads (first three) have
routinely issued basketball stamps before the competition.
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However, Count out the United States, whose Olympic basketball
record is only a little short of perfect. We stick to prosaic bicycling,
bob-sledding, running, skiig, snowflakes, and statuary and the slightly
more glamorous diving and figure skating. In a few of these events we
win occasionally or even frequently; in others we compete representative-
ly; and in still others we do poorly. Yet none of these can equal basket-
ball for sheer consistency of Olympic success. -t

»

Is there any value to commemorating Olympic success? The Olympfc
Games are the biggest, most publicized and media-covered athletic com-
petition in a world gone absolutely mad over sports. Why should we not
gain publicity and propaganda values from our success, especially since
these successes are accomplished with rather low-key national efforrs?
We assemble our basketball squad thirty to sixty days before Olympic
competition; Russia’s and Jugoslavia’s national squads (read Olympic),
to cite only two, play together permanently, with new and better person-
nel providing the only break in absolute continuity. Yet we manage to
win--and win.

The purists would maintain absolute separation of politics and sport.
Who’s kidding whom? Regardless of the philosophical values, the Iron
Curtain and other countries wouldn’t let us do it; they understand the
value of winning at sports in both the Communist and Third Worlds and
are clobbering us repeatedly in both sport and propaganda. The world
press, radio, and television wouldn’t let us do it; too many millions of
dollars in advertising money are at stake. If we remain purists, we are
fighting a losing battle; the realists know better and advocate action.

To focus again on stamps, bluntly and simfly this all suggests a bet-
ter selection of subjects for future Olympic commemorative stamps.
Specific winners, by sport at least (indeference to the USPS operating
policies) should be featured in designs--basketball, swimming, women’s
figure skating, the sprints in track and field. But, first and foremost,
let’s have that missing basketball stamp!

Editor’s additional note: as we can all see, the recently announced

1984 Olympic Games stamps and the ones issued for the 1980 Games
are covered by the last paragraph in this article. But still, no mewn’s

basketball stamp, the context of this entire article.

“‘SIR, YOU ARE THE GREATEST ATHLETE IN THE WORLD”’
by Joe Lacko
declared King Gustav of Sweden.

This was said to Jim Thorpe, the great Indian sportsman at the 1912
Olympic Games. Jim Thorpe received this tribute just after winning the
grueling event, the pentatholon and decatholon. The fantastic athletic

ability led him to the top of other sporting categories, such as football
and baseball in the professional ranks.

Continued on page 5 131-
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James Frances Thorpe

A full-blooded Indian, was born near Prague, Oklahoma in 1888, whose
great-great grandfather was Chief Blak Hawk (great warrior at the age of
15). Jim was one of twin brothers; the other was named Charlie. Jim and
Charlie loved to race each other, swim and jump, and compete against
one another. Charlie, however, died at the age of 8 from pneumonia. Jim
played with his brother George, who was 7 years older. Horseback riding,
shooting and hunting became the other events in which Jim gained excel-
lence.

Jim liked the early years of school, where he learned football and base-
ball. Later, due to his mother’s death and injury to his father, he, now
12 years old wanted to prove to his father that he was no longer a child.
Taking off for Texas, where he tamed and trained horses, although at the
insistance of his father, he continued his education at nearly schools.
Later he enrolled in the Indian College at Carlisle, PA. In college, Jim
proved his ability in track and football under the coaching of Pop Warner.

Jim Thorpe played football in the professional league until he was 42
years old. In World War II, he joined the Merchant Marine, now 51 years
old. The Associated Press and sports writers and broadcasters voted
him the best football player in the first half of the century.

In 1953, Jim died in California, leaving behind a quality worthy of any
human being. He faced and accepted in degnified manner the praises,
failures, and difficulties, for which he was admired.

Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania is a community in Pennsylvania where
Indians were settled. With the consent of Jim Thorpe’s children, his
body was transferred from Oklahoma, where he was interned, to Mauch
Chunk (which in Indian means Big Bear). In 1954 the community changed
its name to the present JIM THORPE. Fig. 1.

EDGAR LEE|

AN AMERICAN POET
’

Fig. 1

UNITED STATES (3C

. JOSEPH M, LACKOT
1031 CHESTNUT S
AIR MAIL URTONS Nods
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A monument was dedicated to him, which bears the simple inscription,
the words of the King of Sweden, ‘‘Sir, you are the greatest athlete in the
world’’. This final tribute was spoken for all alike by the community,
which provided in 1957 a 20—ton mausoleum of marble and granite as a
final resting place for one of the greatest athletes of the world; bordered
by a nature of woodland, where deer and smaller animals ofter pass, lies
in peace, Jim Thorpe. Fig. 2. “

8 b, oh
Figy 2

A COLUMN ON U.S. CANCELS?

Tim Nagel is willing to prepare a regular column on U. S.
sport and Olympic cancels. Information will be gleaned from the
national philatelic press and other sources. Tim also offers to
answer all correspondence and invites information on cancels not
otherwise reported in the US national philatelic press.

The only problem is that a typist is needed to prepare copy
ready for editor John La Porta. Tim writes very legibly but is not
a typist.

Indeed, we have a number of projects pending except that typists
are needed to prepare suitable copy. All the articles you see are
typed by the authors themselves or by persons requested and found by
the authors.

Copy must be typed in a space no greater than six inches wide h .
and nine inches high. John La Porta has specially lined typing
paper that can be requested.

SPI members willing to help with some very interesting and
newsworthy projects by preparing typed copy are urged to contact
Sherwin Podolsky. We would like to have several potential voluntcers
on file to share the workload.
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Ed Mosler,
e the Giveaway King

of Memorabilia

by Bill Madden

Editors Note: The following article is reprinted from the 9—-16—1978
edition of Sporting News by permission. Ed Mosler is a former member

of SPI and is retired from all collecting.

NEW YORK-His vast collection
of sports memorabilia is all but
gone now, scattered amidst the
hallowed shrines at Cooperstown,
N.Y. and Kings Island, O. He'd be
the last one to ever acknowledge
such a tribute, but Ed Mosler,
sportsman extraordinaire, must
also surely rank as sport’s most
generous philanthropist. For my
money, he’s also the all-time sports
collector.

Quite possibly you've never
heard of Ed Mosler—unless that is,
you've got a safe in your home or
office and, in that case, his name
most probably appears on it. But as
a sportswriter who has traveled to
his share of major league cities, I
can attest to the fact that I've prob-
ably run into Ed Mosler in more
airports than I can remember.
Granted, those airports have
usually been the sites for some sig-
nificant baseball event because
that’s Ed Mosler’s first love—base-

ball. He's seen every World Series
game—in person that is—for the
past 30 years or so with the excep-
tion of 1961, when an ulcer opera-
tion kept him hospitalized for what
turned out to be an all-too-short
five-game Series. But don't ask
him for a particular score or even
winner because that isn’t what
turns Ed Mosler on about sports.
For him it’s the people.
“BECOMING a collector hap-
pened almost by accident to me,”
Mosler said while giving me a
guided tour of his huge pennybank
collection which encompasses
most of the wall space in his office
suite in New York. “It occurred to
me one day after having had so
much enjoyment going to ball-
games that | never cared so much
who won but rather about the peo-
ple I met who played them. In most
ballplayers I see people who I'd be
proud to call my own sons or proud
to have tell my own sons what to
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eat or what to wear. Anyhow, it oc-
curred to me that because of the
enjoyment I'd gotten out of watch-
ing these people give so much of
themselves toward the pursuit of
an excellence I was never able to
achieve as an athlete, that maybe,
insome way I could give something
back to the game. My original idea
was to make up a few exhibits of
the items which players had given
me through the years and send
them out on the road to Boys Clubs
and Little League organizations.”

And now collectors, if you’re
ready to weep a little bit, here are
just some of the items Mosler do-
nated to the college football and
baseball Halls of Fame to use as
exhibits: In football, there were
such jewels as helmets worn by
Herman Hickman, Bennie Ooster-
baan, Sid Luckman—-Hall of
Famers all-and historic jerseys
worn by Red Grange, Tommy Har-
mon and Luckman among so many
others. Programs from every
Rose, Cotton, Sugar, Orange and
Gator Bowl. Original footballs de-
picting the evolution of the game
from the old oval used in the early
1900s to ‘“The Duke,”’ currently
employed by the NFL.

THE BASEBALL items were
equally as awe-inspiring. Year-
books, autographed bats from
every World Series, uniforms worn
by Hall of Famers on their greatest
days, gloves, balls, you name it.
And all of them authentic.

“I always made certain never to
add anything to my collection that
I couldn’t document,”” said Mosler.
‘““For instance, there was the
catcher’s mask that Mickey Owen
wore in the 1941 World Series game
against the Yankees when he
dropped the famous third strike. I
asked him for the mask and he sent
it to me with a letter that said:
‘Dear Ed, enclosed is the mask that

I wore in the god damn game!
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You’re probably wondering how
Ed Mosler came upon all these
priceless items and if you think he
just went out and bought'lhem yon
couldn’t be more wrong.

“I just made it a point to get to
know the ballplayers I enjoyed
watching for so long,”” explained
Mosler. “‘After a while, other ball-
players would be introduced to me
and before long I got to know most
all of them. Because of my reputa-
tion as a collector, a lot of people
just call me and tell me they have
something that I might want. But
I've never had to pay for anything
except once. There was an old um-
pire’s indicator—probably from be-
fore the turn of the century—which
had five balls and four strikes on it.
I bought it from a bellboy in a Flori-
da hotel for $50 back about 1961."

ABOUT THAT same time Mosler
was laying plans for acquiring
some historic items from the
newest of his hometown teams—
the expansion Mets. ‘““The one
thing I learned in collecting,”” he
said, ‘‘is that you’ve got to prepare.
Thus, when the Mets were formed,
I went to all the players I knew on
the ball club and told them I had to
have the bat from the first hit, the
bat from the first home run and the
spikes from the first run scored.

““That’s one of the things I've
been fighting with the Hall of Fame
people about. To my knowledge,
nothing similar was done with the
Toronto and Seattle franchises.
And look at Pete Rose. Sure they’ll
probably have one of his uniforms
in the Hall of Fame someday when
he makes it, but the one they
should really have is the one he’s
worn this year when he got 3,000
hits and broke Tommy Holmes’
National League record for consec-
utive games hitting.”’

If Mosler makes any suggesuons
to the Hall of Fame, you can be
sure they listen to him. He’s given




them all his priceless memorabilia
and, aside from his pennybanks
and Olympic stamps, has walked
away from sports collecting.

“IT WOULD BE so easy to get
back into it,”’ said Mosler. “Why
look at this year alone—the great
items baseball has to offer. Jim
Palmer, Don Sutton, Steve Carlton
and Luis Tiant all won their 200th
games. Rose got his 3,000th hit.
Seaver and Palmer both got their
50th career shutouts. It’s been a
phenomenal year.”

Of course, Mosler’s pennybank
collection—~unsurpassed by any in
the entire world—is enough to keep
any serious collector busy. He
owns more than 1,000 of them—
most of them from the early 1900s
and before the turn of the century,
all of them originals and, of course,
priceless.

‘“As an executive for a safe com-
pany, I thought they made a most
appropriate decoration for my of-
fice,”” said Mosler. ‘I started out
with two or three, but before long
there were 20 or 30 and now, well,
all I can say i1s I'm not so much in-
terested in how many I have, but
rather how many I DON’T have.”

Not surprisingly, Mosler promi-
nently displays those pennybanks
with sports origins. There are five
of the classic “Darktown Five Bat-
tery’’— a Negro pitcher and
catcher from the 1890s—and two
others of a bowler.

“THE BOWLING alley banks are
probably the most valuable of the
ones I have only because they are
the only two known to exist today,””
said Mosler. “If they were ever
broken up, there would surely be a
battle over them, but otherwise
they aren’t really glamor banks.
The glamor sports bank in my
opinion is the one which is called
‘Calamity.’ It’s three very oldtime
football players who, when the
penny is inserted, come together

and bang heads. It’s from 1905.”"

Besides his undying affection for
baseball, Mosler is also ameng ¢ur
foremost Olympic benefactors. He
has been forced to miss spring
training each year because it coin-
cides with the world figure skating
championships, while the U. S.
Olympic Invitational indoor track
meet in New York each winter is
another Mosler pet project. That
explained the colorful display of
Olympic stamps on the wall which
immediately greets a visitor to
Mosler’s office.

“They go all the way back to the
first ever issued—in Greece in 1896
—and it’s the most complete collec-
tion of Olympic stamps there is,”
said Mosler proudly. “In the early
days, only the host country put out
the commemorative stamps but
now there’s hundreds of countries
issuing them, even ones that don’t
send a team to the Olympics. It’s a
great fund-raiser.”

Pausing briefly to place another
cigarette in his ever-present filter,
Mosler glanced down at a circular
table with a glass top. Neatly dis-
played within the table was a
colorful spiral of World Series and
All-Star Game press pins.

‘““ONE OF THE few baseball
items I've kept,” he said. “They’re
arranged in chronological order
and, you’ll note, there’s some pins
there that never got to be used—
like the 1967 White Sox and Twins
and the 1966 Pirates. In the World
Serieg programs I donated to the
Hall of Fame, there was, among
others, a 1951 Dodger-Yankee one
which Bobby Thomson made ob-
solete.

‘‘But I've got to confess,”” Mosler
concluded, *“‘when 1 go to a game
today, I don’t dare keep my ticket
stub or program. It would be just
too easy to get hooked again and
once you start collecting, there’s
no stopping.”
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP SET
«WINTER AND MARINE SPORTS»

This new stamp set has as its scope something of more
importance than a simple publicity campaign whose main
theme is a wide range of athletic events. The five stamps in
this set demonstrate the interest taken by the Greek govern-
ment in these two fields of athletics in which, parallel to inter-
national level competitions and pursuits, it is both possible
and vital to cultivate and foster social and economic growth
in the provinces.

The fortunes of Greece are written on the waves. In the
field of sailing, awards of distinction have been achieved at
important international athletic events, peaking in the suc-
cesses at the Olympics in Rome, Munich and Moscow. And,
in rowing, in spite of training difficulties, Greece has to her &
credit many noteworthy achievements. Greece is a country
with an admirable marine arena and, as such, in her various
coastal and island regions she has a vast margin in which to
develop water sports as much on the competitive level as on
the broader plane of «Sports for All».

On the other hand, the winter sports horizon is wide open.
Competitive skiing and athletic mountaineering deserve our
attention. Here, too, that which should be pointed out is the
possibility for growth in the provinces and the gainful employ-
ment of the population in outlying regions, with a direct
beneficial effect on the local and national economy.

And, of course, at the same time that marine and winter
sports pursue their competitive ambitions, they will be con-

tributing to a basic social good: physical fitness. e R e O
T

CLASS - QUANTITY - DESIGN:
15 drachmae 2,000,000 pieces Rowing-free composition

18 » 10,000,000 » Water Skiing-Sailing-
free composition. N
27 » 3,000,000 » Surfing-Sailing-
free composition
50 » 2,200,000 » Ascent to a Mountain ERYEN LA 3
Refuge- bR~ KA LAY .
free composition ) Tt
80 » 800,000 » Skiing-free composition ?mmﬁz

A, A IS AN A NS
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1982 WORLD ICE HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS
by Joe Lacko & Ewert Arwidsson

The 1982 World Ice Hockey Championships were held in Finland from
April 15 to 29, 1982. Helsinki and Tampere were the host cities, where
the round robin competition was held. S

-

The USSR won the championships, followed by Sweden with Czecho-
slovakia in third place, edging Canada by better than a two goal aver-
age. The USA finished last and therefore dropped into B division. In
order to return to the A division, the USA must win the B division.

Philatelically, the 1982 Championships were commemorated this year
with only special cancellations. There were of the handstamp type
round cancels in bi-lingual -- Finish and English texts. The city name
is in the center with the date over the Organizing Committe logo,
typically illustrating a puck and a hockey stick.

Covers from Tampere. Note the different cachets. Figs. 1 & 2.

Sample of Helsinki cancel. Fig. 3

PAR AVION
LENTOPOSTI
FLYGPOST

PAR AVION

LENTOPOSTI
FLYGPOST

PAR AVION
LENTOPOST!
FLYGPOST

It .. Jorko

€
Mo Chiociomat Strned
230

[ &

S

Fig. 1
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JARKIEKON MIA-KISAT
VM 1 ISHOCKEY
TAMIERE TAMMERFOKS

100 4 82

Fig. 2

CELCEONI I 55 receooan -
[ P = >

Fig. 3

Postcard cancelled in Helsinki and signed by the Czechoslovakia Nat-
ional Team. Fig. 4.

Unused official envelope from the Finnish Ice-Hockey Association.
Fig. D
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S.P.I. MAIL SALE #12
OLYMPIC RELATED MATERIAL

1904
1 PC  US 323 tied on PC (humor - six children on ~ M .
a donkey) by WORLDS FAIR ST. LOUIS "7"
Cancel - June 30, 1904 25.00
2.4 c US 324 tied on Ad C (Lumber Ass'n) by WORLDS
' FAIR ST. LOUIS "4" - June 15, 1904 254,00
1908 <
Fe PC G.B. MC PC from Franco British Exhibition 5.00
View of Flip-Flap - CDS FBE, LONDON - 5,10,"087°
L, PC G.B. MC PC of Pharoah's Daughter CDS 15.00

Franco British Exhibition - London_ Oct. '08
5 PC G.B. 128 on Exhibition PC (Louis XV Pavilion)

to USA June '08 1250
1932
64 FDC US 716 Blk 4,Mach cnl, Green envelope 5. 00
7 FDC US 716 Blk 4 on 2c Wash. Bic. Env - Hand and

Mach. Cnls. Addr. SE on L of BK. 10.00
8. FDC US 716 Pr. one with plate #, + a Pr. of

2c Wash.#704 to make 5c¢c air mail rate - Hand

and Mach cnls. - Air Mail Label 15400 .
9. FDC US. 716 Blk 6 - Hand Cnl. Special Delivery 750
10. FDC US 718 Cach €2 (Pty # 6) - €n Arc. Sta.l 25.00
11. FDE US 718 CachAla(PTY #8) Cn Arc. Sta. 1 30.00
12, FDC US 718 Cach A2 (PTY#9) Cn Arc. Sta. 1 30.00
13, FDC US 719 Gach Ala (PTY#8) €n Ar. Sta 1 30,100
14, FDC US 719 Cach C9 (PTY#20) Cn Arc. Sta. 12 32.50
1936
15w Germany B82-89 F 0G Ccv

16. PC Germany Foto PC REICHSPORTFIELD - # Addit.
Hndstp O0lympi€ Stadion Bell Cnl 8.8.36 MB11.00

17, PS Germany 5 M Postal Cards H&G #239-43 10.00
18. PS Germany H&G 244 15+10 Sailboat Card with

KIEL_ PRESSEPOSTAMT "a" Cnl. 10.8.36 MB 3.00
19. PC Austrian 0Oly. Fund Emblem PC with F I S

Skiier Cancel ( incomplete Strike ) MB 8.00
1940
20. V Set of 4 labels - Perf. _ Amer., Oly. Comm. 5.00
21, @ Finland "XII OLYMPIA" Cont. Cancel .3.7.39 ¢

+ round blue flame V (Ramp.#11) not tied 25.00
1948

22. PS G.B. Mint Air Letter Sheet- 6d 0ly St Impr 10.00
23. PC G.B. Foto PC of "The Stadium Terrace"
Wembly Stadium unused f 5.00
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1956

24, PS
25« @
1960

26. FC
27, FC
28. FDC
29. FDC
30, €6
31. C
1964

22y ©
33. C
34. Ps
1968

35. C
36. PC
1972

37« C
38. FDC
39. FEDC
4o. ¢~
L1, c
1976

L2, FDC
43, C
Ly, c
4s, FDC
L6, xx
1980

Ly, xx
48, PS
Lg, ¢
50. PC

Australia 5 Aerograms (3M,2U,2 with F Var.) 25.00
Greece Torch Flight C with MC Cach. Melbourne
Shot Putter Rec. Cnl. MB 7.00

. ~
S \

F

-

Austria B224 on FC - Vienna to Squaw Valley -

Sp. F1t Cnl & Oly Valley Rec. Cnl. MB 12.00
Austria B224 Fr. & Bk. tied with red Vienna

to Rome F Cnl. Oly Village Rec. Cnl. MC Cach. 10.00

US 1146 Pair Addr. VIA Air Mail label MB
US 1146 Bk of 4 - Visit L A Label for Cych 4.00
US Oly. Vill P.0. First day of Service Cach

2 Covers 1 Mach cnl. 1 Hand cnl. MB 5.00
US Red Meter Cnl. - SQUAW VALLEY _ RINGS _ '60

TAHOE CITY CC Unaddr. #10 Env 5.00

Japanese Oly. Committee MC #10 Env. With Rings,

Japan Flag, and 2 winter Athletes in native

Costume €bsS Tokyo 22.1.63 15,00
Austria - Oly Emblem Cach. 61 Session I0OC Cnl. MB
Japan 50 Sen Aerogram - Impr. Oly. rings - M 5.00

Dahomey 241,2,C58 on Reg C to N.Y. 5 .00
France B411 & B413 @ on MC Max C with Sp. Cnl 5.00

Ryukus 124,C25 on C to US - Flame & Rings Cach 3.00
Austria 926 Torch Runner & Rings Cach & Cnl VF 3.00

Bulgaria 2034 Torch Runner Cach. & Cnl VF MB
Hungary - Torch Runner Cach & Cnl 12.VIII. '72 MB
Romania Torch Runner Cach & Cnl 13.8.72 VF MB

Hungary 2451-5, 2456 1Imp. on 2 Reg FDC Addr. 20.00+
Russia 4412,3 on Commc: C Moscow to N.Y. MB
Russia 4448 (2) on Reg Commc. C Moscow to N.Y. 3.50
Russia 4411-5, 4305, 4284 @ on Cach C with Cnl  4.00
Germany DDR 2 sets wint & Summ. NH Ccv 8.00

Germany DDR 2063-6,2098-9,2119-21,B189,90,92

+ 2066(2) & 2121 MNH _CV21.55
Russia 3 MC PC With Oly. Impr. 2 used ) MB4 .00
Russia 8 C (2 Reg.) with Commc use of Various

Semi Postal '80 Oly. Stamps 500+
US 5 Diff MC PC Oly theme @ with Cach for

Oly. Stamp Exhibit F MB 12.50
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1980

5%. € G.B. - Slogan Cnl- LAKE PLACID U.S.A.OLYMPIC
CROWN MINTED SUTTON #10 Env. MB

Next 10 lots are official Booklets for 1980 Lake Placid

52. LIT USA Transportation Guide

53. LIT USA Team Booklet LUGE & Bobsled

54. LIT USA i Figure Skating

55. LIT USA " " Skiing -
56:; LIT USA ™ “ Speed Skating

57. LIT UsA * " Biathlon

58. LIT Japan Team Booklet 26

59. LIT Canadian Team Booklet 64 pgs

60. LIT West Germany Team Booklet 160 pgs
61, LIT Sweden Team Booklet 80 pgs

MISC. OLYMPIC ITEMS

62. C US 716,18,19 tied on 10c Env by 1984 LAOOC Cnl 4,00
63. PC Austria Xmas PC Slogan Cancel "Visit the Winter

Olympiad Murzzuschlag Feb 1931 3.00
64. PS Austrian Aerogram - sportstamp show cnl Wien

with flame and rings 26 1 52 MB 4.00
65, C Germany, Berlin - Cach & cnl for 60th Session

of I0C Nominating Mexico City 3.50
66. FDC Spain 1315 63rd Session IOC Unaddr. MB

67, PC Germany Berlin 2 PC with Rings and Woman Hurdler
private print for stamp show June 1971 350
68. PC DDR Photo PC & cnl for Int. Oly. Day '77 MB

The next twelve lots are an almost complete collection

of sports Postal stationary thru 1970

69. PS Czech. 1M, 3U PS honoring 3rd Delnicka 0Oly '34% 10.00
70. PS 110 Pieces PS M & U featuring SOKOL - Skiing

& Spartikadia Events 75.00
7. P8 30 pieces PS @ with Oly. theme in Stamp, Cnl,
or Cachet '36 ---'80 40.00

72« PS8 29 Pieces PS @ with sports Cnl, Cach or Impr St.30.00
73 BPBS 11 Japanese PS with Various Sport theme '69-74 10.00
74. PS 9 Russian PS with Air Mail border Various Sport

Theme '67-68 M VF 10.00
75. PS 3 PS featuring Bicycling 4.00
76, PS8 3 PS Featuring Fencing 4.00
77% PS5 5 PS Featuring Boating 5400
78. PS 4 PS featuring running track 5400
79. PS 17 various PS featuring a winter Sport 20.00+
80. PS Russia 2759-63 Imp. on 4 pieces PS MC Cach 7450

81. PS the previous 12 lots as one lot - 229 pieces Est 200.00
82. PS A Collection of 20 M and 2 U Aerograms each
with a sport or Scour Theme 50.00
83. FFC A very nice collection of 52 First Flight covers
@ with a sport in the Cachet. Great Base unit
for someone to build onto -« worth at least — 30.00 ’

bhdddbddddddbbdddbdbdddddddddddd
SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER TODAY!
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Sports related Material

84, C
85, FDC
86. FDC
87. FDC
88. FDC
89. FDC
90. C
91. PS
92. PC
93. C
94, PC
95. PC
96+ G
97. FDC
98. P
99. C
100. FDC
101. FDC
102. FDC
103. PC
104, FDC
105. C
106. PC
107. PC
108. PC
109. C
116. ©
111. PC
112. FDC
115. €
114, FDC
115. C
116. C
117. FDC
118. PC
119. FDC
120, *&U
121 %
122. PS
123. C
12L  FDC
125 P

Baseball US Meter Official 97 LEAGUE BASEBALL 7.50
Mac Gregor CC + Tennis raquet and ball on back

US 855 Blk4 J W Clifford Cach. Addr. 25,00
US Jackie Robinson Cach Addr. Aug 2, '82 MB
Basketball Brazil 813 Max C with Stadium cnl MB

Brazil 813 Max C with Ball & net Cnl 23.10. 54 . . MB
Bicycle Poland 727-8 - Bike wheel MC Cach N A
and cnl unaddr. 3.6@
Germany 9Nbl46 on IMOS C with Cycling cnl & Cach MB
US Env with ad for Bicycle Co. Back shows over-

all design of Tandem Bikel897 -sm tear on backMB13.50
Italy 1903 MC PC of Napels with bike riders MB 4.00
Curling Canada Stamp Cach and cnl for world

Curling Championships 1981 MB
German 8.10.13 - View of Dueling Room- Club
Handstamp showing crossed swards & crown

"HIRSCHGASSE - HEIDELBERG" 750
German 2 MC PC with Fencing theme 1- fencers
dueling, 2 Doctor making repairs wunused MB 6.00
France 702 pr. an Commc C from Nice to Boston 350
Luxembourg 298 - 1C & 1 PC @ with Fencing CachMB 4.00
US meter Cnl Golf - Kemper Open '71 on Piece MB
US Meter cnl OFFICIAL X5L Football Etc. '45

Mac Gregor CC - Golf players & equip on back T 50
Spain 1678-9 Gymnastic Cachet Unaddr. VF MB
Austria 750-1 Gymn. Cach - 2 sp. gymn. cnls 3.00
Austria with Hockey cach and cnl unaddr. MB
Japan MC PC KANAYA HOTEL view of ice rink 5.00
Czech. 897,99,901 on Reg FDC blue Hockey Cach 2.50
US '81-2 2 C Honoring Mt.Van Hoevenberg Luge MB
Canadian PC View of Tobogan Run 1906 MB

Austrian PC with cnl & cach of sailboat sportfest MB
Italy MC PC with Sp cnl and View "VII Trofeo

Delle Madonie X Country Skiing 1954 3.00
US meter slogan "Make Warren County Your Winter
Sports Headquarters on C front MB
US 3 C with snowmobile cnls '76-8 + 15 Mint

Sport Stamps MB

Sweden PC Photo of Runners jumping the water

Jump interesting message about winner 13.8.07 5.00
Spain 1623 Cach for Europ. Swimming & Waterpolo MB
US ad C with AMERICAN LAWN TENNIS CC June '20 7.50

U.A.R. 568,70,72 Shooting & table Tennis Cach MB
Japan '74 C featuring table tennis labels

Cach and Cancel 3.50
France 1612 (2) + 1558 (4) on Cach C for 20th
European Table Tennis Championships 350
Czech. 898, 900, 902 on Reg C Javelin Cach 3500
G.B. MC PC of wrestling match Grasmere '07 MB4 .00
Austria 807 Blk 4 on Reg C Winter Sp. Cach 4,00
Iran 31 stamps with Sp and 0Oly Theme CvV 13.00
Germany DDR 6 sets Bet 1173 - 2177 MNH CV 1074
Japan 3 PS + 3 ST on Pieces -Sport theme -

4 have winter sp cance 3.00
US "OLD JIM" Alumni cnl Athlete & Indian Clubs MB
US C56 Pl. Blk Art Craft Cachet unaldr. 5.00
Czech. cnl for 3rd Makabi Slet 8.VII.37 Hebrew
Lettering "Zilina 1 ™ ME
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i3 -- Minimum bid J22.00

G = Cn Cover * ¥int stamp

FOC First Lay Cover s Mint stamp never Hinged
FDG First Day Games u Used Stamp

PS Fostal Stationary \% Vignette or seal

PC Post Card SC Souvenir Card

LIT Iiterature Ii Veter cancellation

IC Tobacco Card e Cn A Fiece

Cv Catalog Value Cnl Cancel

Cach Cachet i.C Multi Colored

Descriptions for the 1932 lots are from the SFI llandbook
POSTAL HISTQRY and VIGMETTES of the 1932 CLYMPIC GALES

CLOSING DATE: JULY 15, 1983

Mail all bids to: Edwin Parrasch, P.O. Box 8616, Woodcliff Lake, NJ
07675 USA.

FIPO MEMBERSHIP

Membership applications are now available for applicants to
the International Federation of Olympic Philately. Interested
persons should write to Madame Monique Berlioux, executive director,
International Federation of Olympic Philately, Chateau de Vidy,
Lausanne, Switzerland.

Article 5 of the FIPO constitution provides that the FIPO
executive board shall have the power to admit active members.
Bach candidate seeking admission must first complete an application
form obtained from the secretariat. This application must be
endorsed by signatures of two members. The application must be
accompanied by documentation illustrating the candidate's activities
in the area of Olympic philately: the type of collection kept,
any important exhibitions in which the candidate has taken part,
and details of any awards, articles, studies and published works.

The executive board may .demand whatever guarantees and informa-
tion it may deem necessary before admitting members and shall not
be obliged to justify its decision which shall be final.

Currently there are four SPI members who are on the executive
board of FIPO: Laurentz Jonker, Michel Pecquet, A. Sekimoto and
Sherwin Pcdolsky, Mr. Sekimoto is the special delegate for Asia and
Sherwin Podolsky is the special delegate for North America. Mr.
Jonker is one of the three financial controllers and Mr. Pecquet
is a member of the executive board.

The January 1983 issue of OLYMPIC REVIEW reports that FIPO is
planning 2 philatelic exhibition at tne end of 1984 or for the 4th
Olympic Week in 1985 which is traditionally observed in Lausanne.

I would suggest that candidates for FIPO membership include
information about their membership in philatelic organizations
such as SPI in their applications.

-- Sherwin Podolsky April ¢ 1983.
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LETS POOL OUR OLYMPIC AND SPORTS KNOWLEDGE
Edited by Edward B. Epstein

Sports and Olympic philatelists have, collectively, a great deal of knowledge. which when
pooled, can be of mutual benefit. Questions concerning sports and Olympic philately will
be assigned a number and published in JSP. Responses to questions will be printed In

subsequent issues. Address all questions to your editor: Edward B. Epstein. Paterson
b N

Board of Education, 33 Church Street. Paterson, NJ 07505 USA. » Vi

A- 94 The following L. Brezhnev quotation was imprinted
across the top of the Russian souvenir sheet
(Scott 4877): '"22nd Olympic games became a celebrat-
ion of gouth and sport,assisting the strengthening of
friendship, mutual understanding and peace between
nations."

Imprinted beneath the 1r.''Misha' stamp, at the bottom
right,of the souvenir sheet is the following text:
"Soviet sportsmen during the 22nd Olympiad gained 80
gold, 69 silver, 46 bronze medals."

Q-96 Backround information is requested about the Japanese
National Athletic Festivals that have been commemorat-
ed with postage stamp issues.

I have been looking for a postage issue commemorating
the First National Athletic Festival but have been
unable to find one. Was this festival commemorated by
a stamp issue or handstamp? If not, why?

I am also interested about the history of the Athletic
Festival's formation, who participates, how the
athletes are selected, the sites of the different
festivals and the athletic events contested at each
festival.

I also note that a varliety of sports are pictured on
the different issues. If more than one sport is con-
tested who determines what sport is pictured on each
issue?

Any additional information about the Athletic Festivals,
the postage stamps and the commemorative handstamps
would be appreciated.

ARTIST WANTED

To upgrade SPI's certificate awards, the Board would
like to improve the quality and attractiveness of its certicates
which are used in competitive exhibitions. We would appreciate =
hearing from talented artists among the SPI membership who would
like to contribute their services in artwork. Those interested
should write SPI secretary-treasurer for a copy of the current
certificate which will show wording and general format and thus
provide a basis for revision. A copy of the proposed artwork
when completed should be sent to Sherwin Podolsky who will circulate
it for board review and approval.

--S. Podolsky, 4/9/83
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