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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

As your new president, I assume my duties with a sense of awe 
and awareness of a different kind of responsibility. We have lost 
two past presidents, Bob Bruce and Barbara de Violini, and one 
officer, Max Kordylewski. These people have done much to promote 
sport and Olympic philately. Their efforts to ensure a respectable 
niche for our common interest in philately will be missed. 

However, we see stalwarts still at their posts and new people 
contributing their services. They all deserve our thanks and 
encouragement. 

SPI can be looked upon as a forum to facilitate communication. 
Our membership lists are valuable as a resource for contacts. The 
articles not only entertain but also provide information and insights. 
So many members out there have absorbed so much and experienced so 
much have yet to make a contribution and share. Here is a chance 
for you to express yourselves by writing articles and sending to 
John La Porta for publication in JSP. 

Our Sales Department, excellently serviced by Arlo Scoggin, 
remains perhaps our most overlooked opportunity. Arlo needs both 
material and want lists. Commissions are modest and go to SPI. 
My own experience in selling through the SPI Sales Department has 
been surprisingly favorable. Reasonably priced and attractive ma­
terial does sell! Let's make Arlo happy and write him today! 

During the next two years, SPI hopes to be very active in the 
198<4 Olympics. We hope that SPI members will find much pleasure 
and opportunity in the philately of the Games. The philatelic 
portion of the Olympic Arts cultural program is something we all look 
forward with excitement and anticipation. 

Finally, I would like to thank John La Porta for serving as 
past president. He has kept SPI on an even, sensible keel. 

Your new Board is open to suggestions, ideas, constructive 
criticism. We are even open to new hands willing to come aboard to 
accept assignments. Some projects are in the fire, but people are 
needed to do them. Please let me know if you are interested. 

Sherwin Podolsky 
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miutmnt MOJM 
by SHERWIN PODOLSKY 

OLYMPIC POSTERS. Thanks to David Bressler, I have learned about 
a new book: "OLYMPIADi A GRAPHIC CELEBRATION" by Brett R. Thompson, 
published by A. S. Barnes & Company, Inc., 11175 Flintkote Avenue, 
San Diego, CA. 92121. Price is $30.00 plus $2.00 for shipping. 
The book has \hk large pages. There is a fairly brief text of 7 
pages plus listings with names of most of the illustrators. There 
are 32 pages in color and 76 pages in black and white. The cover is 
all vinyl cloth, a quality plus. The pictures are exciting and some 
of them already exist on labels and seals as we already know. The 
earliest poster is for 1920 Antwerp and the book goes through the 
1980 Olympic Games. 

The book isn't a catalog and there is no numbering scheme. 
Also, I think there are probably some posters that aren't shown. 
Essentially the book is an examination of the exhibition by the 
National Fine Arts Committee of the XIII Olympic Winter Games at 
Lake Placid. 

I regret that not all the poster pictures were in color. When 
I study this book, I am impressed that many Olympic seals and labels 
could also be a subject of a book in full color. Thompson's book is 
highly recommended and is of coffee-table quality. 

PODOLSKY HOSTS MEETING. On September 18, 1982, I hosted a 
meeting of local and regional area SPI members and friends. They 
included John and Virginia Torney, James Bowman, Harold S. Trubo, 
Conrad Klinkner, Carole B. Doherty, and Bob de Violini. Three other 
SPI members responded that they could not come, including two from 
outside the country. Bob de Violini explained what was hoped to be 
accomplished in the philatelic exhibition portion of the 1984 Olympic 
Arts program. There will be about 150 frames, each holding l6 pages. 
A portion will be devoted to fine arts at the request of the Olympic 
Committee. There will be a section on the 1936 Olympics and the 1932 
Olympics. There will be other Olympic and sports sections, but 
nothing final has been set. Exhibitors will receive invitations and 
very likely the exhibitions will be mostly in English. 

Bob also indicated that the exhibition site has not been decided 
yet, but it is hoped to be in the same museum where the Fine Arts 
exhibition was held at the 1932 Olympic Games in Los Angeles. A mu­
seum setting would be ideal for security reasons. 

Unfortunately, it isn't possible that the Los Angeles Olympic 
Organizing Committee can invite the exhibitors themselves in the 
same way as was done at ROMOLYMPHIL '82. At the latter show, the 
National Olympic Committee of Italy paid for the flight and hospital­
ity for the invited exhibitors. 

John and Virginia Torney showed medals and pins for the 1984 
Olympic Games showing Sam, the mascot. Also, a few Olympic artifacts 
were shown. The pins and some 1984 Olympic cups were for sale. 
The display was colorful and the prices very reasonable. 

Reference Olympic literature was on display and some members 
brought along a few pages from their exhibitions or collectic:s. 
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OLYMPIC MEDALS• Readers interested in Olympic medals should write 
for the auction catalogs of Johnson Sc Jensen, P. 0. Box 1085, Danbury, 
Connecticut 06810. The catalog for the sale closing October J, 1982 
listed six medal lots and one reference book lot. There is one medal 
circa i860 by the British National Olympian Association. Olympic year 
medals are offered for 1906, 1908, 1936, 19^8 and 1980. Estimates 
range from $110 to 175 Per medal. Inexperienced bidders may f isst'" \ *** y 
want to send for prices realized for study. I have been receiving tne f' 
catalogs for some time now and Olympic medals have been offered in 
every one. 

WORLD GAMES FOR THE DEAF. The XV World Games for the Deaf are 
scheduled to be held in Los Angeles July 10-20, 1985. The following 
is a list of previous World Games: 

1924 Paris 1957 Milan 
1928 Amsterdam 1961 Helsinki 
1931 Nuremberg 1965 Washington 
1935 London 1969 Belgrade 
1939 Stockholm 1973 Malmo 
1949 Copenhagen 1977 Bucharest 
1953 Brussels 198l Cologne 

The address of the Los Angeles Organizing Committee is 616 South 
Westmoreland Avenue, 2nd floor, Los Angeles, CA. 9OOO5. The 
XV World Games for the Deaf are sponsored by the American Athletic 
Association of the Deaf, Inc. and donations are tax deductible. 

A logo has already been designed for the 1985 Games and I hope 
to have it illustrated in this or the next issue of JSP. It is very 
colorful red and blue and highly stylistic. 

Efforts are being made to obtain a postage stamp and special cancel 
for the Games. Chairman of the committee is Sherwin Podolsky. Also 
on the committee is KennAh Rothschild of New York who was the primary 
proponent for obtaining the Thomas Gallaudet stamp to be issued in 
1983-

I have seen a commemorative cancel for the World Games of the 
Deaf for Malmo, Sweden in 1973- Commemorative picture postcards 
also exist. Otherwise philatelic commemoration is almost unknown. 
Do any readers have better information? 

UPRIGHT, SIDEWAYS, OR DOUBLE-PAGE? How do you exhibit your #10 
business-size long covers? The typical business or commercial-size 
envelope in the U. S. measures 9f x 4 1/8 inches (24 x 15 cm.). 
The typical exhibit page measures 8f inches wide x 11 inches high 
(215 x 280 mm.). Some exhibitors and judges insist all pages should 
be uniformly upright which means that oversize covers must be 
mounted vertically or diagonally on the page. Yet, some judges and 
viewers complain this is a pain in the neck; they will tolerate just a 
few pages that way. So, some exhibitors have arranged pages horizon­
tally. This is fine or fairly acceptable if there are just a few 
covers so arranged in an exhibit. But what should be done when there 
are more than a few? And some judges insist on symmetry rather than 
function. 

So, another option is to tape two pages side-by-side and place 
the oversize cover across this specially prepared double-page. This is 
really unnecessary for #10 covers when an 8y x 11 inch page can be 
simply turned sideways. Also, there are storage and transportation 
problems whai using a taped double-page. 

I believe there should be a judging rule that no penalty should 
be attached to sideways mounted pages regardless of number of such 
pages in an exhibit. There is already a slight, inherent penalty in 
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that sideways-mounted single pages will "be taking double the width 
space in a frame, reducing the number of pages in an exhibit within 
a fixed number of frames. Yet, I feel the comfort of the viewer is 
paramount. The use of double pages taped together should be an 
option of the exhibitor. 

Since the APS already has a manual of philatelic judging which 
gives no consideration to the problem, there is no guidance for 
judges and exhibitors. Interested readers may want to make their 
concern known by writing Bernard A. Hennig, Chairman, APS Judges 
Accreditation Committee, 5 9 ^ W.Montrose Avenue, Chicago, 111. 60634. 

I r t 

be WJ 
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I960 WINTER OLYMPICS. Perhaps the rarest items for the I960 
Winter Olympics held at Squaw Valley, California are the Mailers 
Postmark Permits. These are actually precancels on postal 
stationery requiring that the mail be personally handed over to 
the postal clerk on the date of mailing. Mail with Mailers 
Postmark Permits are not to be deposited in letter boxes other­
wise the permit may be revoked or worse. 

Elsewhere are illustrations of postal cards with imprinted 
black postmarks. 

Figure 1. Undated imprint (Type i) 
Figure 1A. Reverse side of Figure 1 
Figure 2. Dated imprint. (Type II) - hand drawn 
Figure 2A. Reverse side of Figure 2 
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I located Edward Amos in November, I960 to obtain more 
information about the Type I postal cards with his imprint. 
He wrote: 

"I regret to inform you that no more Olympic Valley, 
Galif. cards are available. The card you have was mailed 
from the site of the Olympic Games at Olympic Valley, Calif. 
on February 25r i960. The post office has since closed, so 
no more can be mailed from there. 
"The postmark has also been destroyed so further supplies 
are not available. 
"27 copies were sent to various friends and 5 were sent to 
myself which I have since given away. Pach card has an 
identification mark which will help me keep track of them 
and foil any attempt by others to duplicate them at a 
later date." 
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I subsequently acquired the Type II card which I believe was in 
the collection of Bill Brown, former SPI officer and now deceased. 
I wrote Mr. Amos in July, 1982 inquiring about this variety which I had 
just acquired. He wrote: 

"Time has clouded my memory a little bit. 
I have printed the Kokomo (Indiana Stamp Club meeting 
notices for well over 26 years. I remember the (Type II) 
card well. I had made the (Type I) cancel and prepared Thank 
You cards when I took sick. A friend volunteered to help 
out, saying he could draw very well and would make the cancel 
for the club cards. Although the post office at the Games 
site was established for a month or more, I wanted to mail 
the cards during the Games, which I did. 
I was so ashamed of his (Type II) cancel, but I could not 
hurt his feelings. He meant well and was so proud that he 
had helped me. 

We used his design (Type II) to mail our club meeting noti­
ces. I believe our club had about 25 members at that ti:,is. 
Yes, all the cards went through the mail to the addrs .sees. 
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"(In regard to the numbering system shown on the reverse side 
of the Type II card), the series number 4 was used to number our 
cards in i960. The card number 2 means it was the second 
meeting notice of that year. We seldom dated our cards then. 
That's the reason for the numbering system. We are still using 
the same numbering system. Oh, yes, these were the only two 
cards mailed for the club, from the (Olympic) Games. I have not 
made any more mailings from the Olympic Games as I have not -•••"•» 
attended any since." .* Jv'* f) 

I have not inquired about the identification system used by 
Ed Amos to detect possible remakes of the Type I cards, but I 
doubt any forgeries exist as this is not a well-known item. 

A NEW GROUP 

Nothing final is known, but on December 7, 1982, a meeting 
will be held in Lausanne, Switzerland, headquarters of the Interna­
tional Olympic Committee. It is planned to found the Olympic 
Philately International Federation. The meeting will have support 
of Dr. Juan Samaranch, president of the IOC and a major exhibitor 
at ROMOLYMPHIL '82, and others influential in Olympic philately. 

Such a new group, if realized, has intriguing possibilities 
for Olympic philately, but it would not be fair to speculate until 
more definite information is known. Further details will be 
reported when known. 

—Sherwin Podolsky 
October 1, 1982 

STaMpsHOW 83 

The next exhibition and convention of the American Philatelic 
Society will be in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in August, 1983. Robert 
de Violini, chairman of the APS Affiliate Coordination Committee, 
has asked if SPI could arrange a society meeting there. Bob says 
that the show will have the Olympics as its theme. Indeed, many 
philatelic shows from now through the Olympics will be focusing on 
the 1984 Olympics and/or honoring the 50th anniversary of the 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles (in 1982). 

This is a major publicity opportunity for SPI. I urge members 
to get out and participate as much as possible in some way during 
this time through one or more philatelic shows. This can be done 
by writing articles, manning a booth publicizing SPI, exhibiting 
sports and Olympic philately, giving a talk on sports and Olympic 
philately. 

The APS show is, however, the major national philatelic show 
in 1983. Interested readers should contact me and I will try to 
put them in touch with each other. Further data about the APS 1983 
convention can be obtained from the APS, P.O.Box 8000, State College, 
PA. 16801. 

—Sheixin Podolsky 
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SESCAL '82 CACHETS NOTE 1932 OLYMPIC GAMES 

Continuing the Olympic series of cachets begun last year, the 1982 SESCAL 

cachets note the 50th anniversary of the 1932 Olympic Games, held here in 

Los Angeles. The three cachet designs show four of the record-setting athletes 

from that year, and the USPS pictorial cancel depicts the peristyle end of the , 

Los Angeles Coliseum with the Olympic Flame burning as it did in 1932 and will 

again in 1984. The cachets and the cancel were designed by artist Gail Lucas 

of Santa Barbara. 

The cachets show Buster Crabbe, Eddie Tolan and Ralph Metcalfe, and 

Babe Didrikson. Buster Crabbe, found in the record books as C.L. Crabbe, 

took home a gold medal by setting a new Olympic record in the 400-meter free­

style swimming competition (4 mn., 48.4 s e c ) . 

Tolan and Metcalfe finished in the same world-record tying time of 9.3 seconds 

in the 100-meter dash, but were placed first and second by the officials. Two 

days later they placed first and third respectively, in the 200-meter dash 

(21.2 and 21.5 s e c ) . The cachet shows the bespectacled Tolan with his arm 

around Metcalfe after the 100-meter dash. 

Babe Didrikson won two gold medals and a silver in these games, setting 

new world and Olympic records in the 80-meter hurdles (11.7 s e c ) and in the 

Javelin throw (143 ft., 4 in.). She is shown about to make her record throw. 

Babe was placed second to Jean Shiley in the high jump at 5 ft... 5 in., because 

the judges disallowed her (then) unorthodox style in the event. 

American A i l Mail Society 

Rl 
•hi! 

October 15.16.17 
IW2 

?l*th \ n n n c r s i r ) 
of (he Olwnpic dimes of I'M? 

American Air MailSociet) 

' Q S ^ October 
|CIi"R?rM.S,16.l7 

American Air Mai l Society 

O c t o b e r 1 5 . 1 6 ^ 1 7 

' ^ - 1 9 8 2 

50 th Anni-erian of In* Olympics of'>2 

50th .\nni*erwrv 
of the Olympic <.amrs"'f \<*M 

The cachets will be serviced with the special p ic tor ia l postmark showing 

the per is ty le entrance of the Coliseum with the Olympic flame burning as i t did 

in 1932 and will again in 198^. Because SESCAL '82 is the s i t e of the convention 

of the American Air Mail Society, the cancel design also contains the i r insignia, 

and the AAiMS is noted on the ca.chet designs as well. 

42 

file:///nnncrsir


^XiAijj^o^ 
50th Anniversary of the Olvmpic Games of 1932 - V >"! 

These c a c h e t s , s e r v i c e d with the show c a n c e l , a r e a v a i l a b l e a t $2.00 per s e t 

of t h r e e c o v e r s . O r d e r s , with checks made payable to SESCAL '32 , and inc lud ing 

a #10 SASE f o r r e t u r n of the c o v e r s , should be s e n t to D. M. Apgar, SESCAL C a c h e t s , 

P.O. Box 1513, Thousand Oaks, CA 9I36O. 

\j\s\jvu\njij\nf\nAf\nrr)rYirr'~,m,mm~mmmmmmmm'mm~mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

2DM0NT0N HOSTS PIPOC '83 

Sports philatelists are urgently sought to exhibit at PIPEX '83 
to be held in Edmonton, Canada next year. 

The Edmonton Stamp Club, Canada's largest with over 500 members, 
is hosting PIPEX '83, the ̂ 3rd annual exhibition and convention of 
the Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs. The show will be held at 
Chateau Lacorabe Hotel, June 10 -12, 1983 and will be a significant 
international event, given the ^J club membership of the Federation. 

Edmonton is hosting the World University Games two weeks after 
the stamp show. According to Keith R. Spencer, chairman of FIPEX 
'83, it is desired that the exhibition reflect the "Sports Philately" 
theme. Canada Post promises a suitable stamp issue, similar to that 
provided for the 1978 Commonwealth Games which were also held in 
Edmonton. 

In addition to securing a wide range of sports philately 
exhibits, it is hoped that sports philatelists will travel to 
PIPEX '83 and that one of the show dates might be devoted to a 
meeting of these collectors. 

Mr. Spencer invites your inquiries, comments and suggestions. 
He expresses the "hope that sports philatelists meet here at a 
moment when our city of 600,000 will be particularly sensitive and 
receptive to sports in general." 

Mr. Spencer called John La Porta in August, 1982 and is anxious 
for SPI participation and cooperation. SPI hopes to make available 
certificates and trophies. 

Here is your opportunity to make a name for SPI and yourself. 
Contact Keith R. Spencer, director and convention coordinator, 
36^9 - 109 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T6J 1C2, Canada today. 

— Sherwin Podolsky 
9/8/82. 
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WANTED! 

RESOURCE DIRECTOR WANTED 

SPI urgently needs to develop a list of people who can give - \ ' V! 
talks and/or exhibits on sports and Olympic philately. We need 
someone who will solicit and organize the information on such persons. 
We are already getting requests from many stamps shows for speakers 
and exhibitors because of the focus on the 1984 Olympic Games. The 
Resource Director would be the referral source for such inquiries. 
SPI members interested in serving as Resource Director should write 
Sherwin Podolsky, Prexy. PERSONS WILLING TO GIVE TALKS AND EXHIBITS 
SHOULD WRITE WITH THEIR REQUIREMENTS. 

SPI OLYMPIC CACHETS 

Illustrated are five SPI Olympic cachets honoring the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympic Games. A total of fifty complete (50) sets was produced. The 
cost is $2.00 per set plus a #10 SASE with each order. Please add 
additional postage for more than one set. Send orders to: John 
La Porta, 3604 S. Home Ave., "Berwyn, ILL. 60402. 

This is the first s e t in a proposed series of Olympic cachets SPI will 
produce for the 1984 Olympic Games. All cachets will be produced in 
limited quantities so please order early. 

On To ig8^! 

999 

The U.S. 
Gymnastics Team 

Sports Philatelists International 
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On To 1984! 

999 
•*• % 

On To 1984! 
The U.S. 
Boxing Team 

Sports Phi lot t l i i t i International 

On To 1984! 

The U.S. 
Olympic Team 

Sports Philatelists International 

On To 1984! 
Theu.s. ' o v rona 
Swimming Team LsL/ LfiJ 

Sports Philatelists International 

The U.S. 
Track Team 

Sports Philatelists International 
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SPORTS PHILATELIST INT. 
Annual Financial Report Sept. 1, 1981 to Aug. 31, 1982 

National Liquid Reserve Account 
Checking Account balance 
Petty Cash 

Auq. 
Auq. 
Aug. 

31, 
31, 
31 , 

1981 
1981 
1981 

$5700.00 
1.57 

40.75 

INCOME 
Dues $2408.32 
National L iquid Dividend 911.00 
Mail Sale/Auction 139.39 
J.S.P. back issues 150.00 
J.S.P. ads 119.53 
Cachets 

sales $288.75 
expense 70.96 

- vv 

Misc. 
Total Income 

EXPENSE 
J.S.P. p r i n t i ng 
J.S.P. postage 
Membership renewals 
Postage 
Adver t is ing 
1932 Handbook 

f i na l debt paym't 
$385.00 

expense 36. 
sales -299. 

Corp. fee 
Total Expense 
Net Income 

50 
30 

217.79 
6.93 

$1053.38 
497.85 

12.38 
97.16 
20.00 

122.20 
5.00 

$3952.96 

$1807.97 
$2144.99 * 

National Liquid Reserve Account 
Checking Account balance 
Petty Cash 

Aug. 27, 1982 $7761.00 
Aug. 31 , 1982 101.31 
Aug. 31 , 1982 25.00 

* net income increased pr imar i l y because a number of members 
elected to pay two years dues at one t ime. 

1932 Handbook Cash Flow 
Sept. 1, 1981 ($1357.92) 
Aug. 31, 1982 ($1095.02) 

Respectful ly submitted, 

Clem A. Reiss, SPI sec . / t r es . 

wwflNMMP vSVVVC l l ) | i iu l > i l" l l 'A' 'if 9 99 9 9 'if 9 9 9 9 9 9 

SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER TODAY! 

T i M P T ' W p f l M M M M M M M M M r o w w w w f l M f 9 9 'if 9 'i. 9 9 9 
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 
SPI MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

New members: 
1237R Noel G. Almeida, 6 Rapanea Court, Endeavour H i l l s , 3802 •«, \ ' 

AUSTRALIA. An accountant in terested in c r i c k e t , f i e l d 
hockey, '56 Olympics, badminton and polo. (Podolsky) 

1238R Roger R. Valkenburgh, 3 Shagbark Place, Wi l ton , Conn. 06897 
He is r e t i r e d and in terested in Olympics, basebal l , aquat ic , 
racing and equestr ian. Also is member of AFDCS. (LaPorta) 

1239R Wil l iam R. Smith, P.O.Box 24168, Speedway, IN 46224. A 
par t time dealer in terested in Olympics and FDC's. He is 
f l uen t in German and is a member of APS,ATA,&AFDCS. 
(Kobylka) 

1240R Daniel M. Brown, 4401 Reggie Rd., Reno, NV 89502. A bank 
o f f i c e r s t a r t i n g to c o l l e c t b icycle rac ing. (APS) 

1241R George A. Schef fe l , 1971 Parkside Dr . , Concord, CA 94519. 
A r e t i r e d co l l ec to r of host country Olympics. (Jones) 

Died: 
1005R Dott Salvatore Caruso - Catania, I t a l y 

Sponsors: 
L7 Brian V. Kelly - Great Falls, MT 

11C George C. Kobylka, Box 156, Berwyn, IL 
62C Arthur J. Wendler - Apache Junction, AZ 
400S Dr. Clarence Mahler - Chico, CA 
905R Marilyn Savard - Duberger, Quebec, Canada 
962S Robert J. McDermott - Philadelphia, PA 
986R Ward H. Nichols - Ann Arbor, MI 
1228R Daniel S. Pagter - Albany, CA 

Non-renewal: 
222C Miss Noreen Z. Wiig - Minneapolis, MN 

Address changes: 
622R Dr. Gerald Weinberger - 3000 NW 5th Terr., #124-Pompano Beach, 

Florida 33064. 
905R Marilyn Savard - 2075 de la Presqu'Ile,- #101 - Duberger, 

Quebec, Canada G1P 3Y1. 
986R Ward H Nichols - P.O. Box 8314 - Ann Arbor, Mich. 48107. 
1056R Joseph Waffa - 270 Harbor Drive, Key Biscayne, Fla. 33149 
1062R Arthur W. Mueller - 6020 Highplace Circle - Dallas, Texas 

75240 
1066R Gregory W. Slick - 400 Hystone Ave. - Johnstown, Pa. 15905 
1178R Art Brooks - 2506 Brookline Ct., #415 - Arlington, Texas 

76011. 
1142R John Capers - Wayne, Pa. - Golf interest omitted from 

directory. 
1203R Dorothy Walker - 1915 Castleway Lane, NE - Atlanta,Ga. 30345 -

Total paid members as of October 15, 1982 
not receive future issues). 

240, unpaid = 61 (will 

Congratulations to Ruperta Waters of Baltimore who won a bronze at 
Balpex 82' for "Physical Fitness in Finland". This was the first 
exhibition that she had entered. 
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View of Chateau Frontenac from Citadel. Quebec City—P.Q 
Le Chateau Frontenac vu de <a Citadolle, • Quebec (P.O.) 
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SPORT STAMPS: BEHIND THE SCENES 
by MARGARET A. JONES PART 10 

DHICN OF SOVIET SOCIAUST REPUBLICS 
^ 

Tha Onion of Soviet Social ist Republics (USSR) comprises one-sixth 
of the territory in the world or a to ta l of 8,6^-7,172 square miles in 
the eastern one-half of Surope and the northern one-third of Asia. This 
largest country in the world has four general areas of climate. In the 
north.. Northern Siberia has frozen tundra or marshes, and ice can be 
saen flowing during the sunnier months off i t s Arctic Ocean shares. A 
Bare tenpsrate climate with a verdant band of heavy, pine forest and 
farmland in the steeps or prairies i s next. The third area i s ln the 
southern area of Turklstan and i s a scorching desert which actually 
ooarprises about half of the country. On the southern fringe, the 
fourth area i s the Himalayan foothi l lst the Caspian and Black Seas com­
pliment these mountains for an attractive resort area. Another mountain 
range, the Ural Mountains, separate the European Plains from the Western 
Siberian Plains.l»2i3.**.5 

Russia was an Empire unt i l 1917 when the government was overthrown 
during the October Revolution, and a soc ia l i s t union of republics was 
famed. 'These f ifteen republics Included Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Byelorussia, Ukraln, Moldavia, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmeni­
stan, Uzbekistan, TadskUdstan, Kirghizia, Kazakhstan, and Russia. Over 
100 languages are spoken by over 150 ethnic groups in th i s country. 
Moscow i s tha capital of the Soviet Onion.°>/»8,9 

454 455 456 

458 459 
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Structure 
In the Soviet Onion, "sport" has been concerned mainly with com­

petition while "physical culture" develops the body and the w i l l and 
has been the basis far sport. The alas of physical culture In the 
Soviet Onion have been to build the communist society, to maintain the 
national defense, and to Increase and maintain efficiency and produc­
t i v i t y by developing a high leve l of physical f i tness ln each c i t izen. 
Two principles underlie th i s Soviet system of physical culture begun In 
1921i mass participation (massovoet) and proficiency (master stvo). 

^Robert E. Balding, European Classrooms 1 Schools of Four Nations 
(Iowa City, lowai Sernoll, Inc. , 1966}. 

2Mayo Bryce, Fine Arts Education in the Soviet Onion (Washington, 
D.C.i United States Departaent of Hsalth, Education, and Welfare, 1963). 

3Darlene Gels, ed . , A Color Slide Tour of the Soviet Onion (New 
Torki Colombia Record Club, 3 h c , 196071 

'Vames B. Hatcher, ed . , Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, 
1975 (New Yorki Scott Publishing Company, 197*0 • 

5Glyn Roberts, "Rtyslcal Education in Russia," Physical Education 
Around the World 1 (1966) 15I. 

"Leonard Gross, The Soviet Onion After Fifty Tears," Look 31 
(October 3. 1967)i29. 

'''Hatcher, op_. c i t . 

8Daobold B. Van Dalen and Bruce L. Bennett, A World History of 
Physical Educationt Cultural. Fhilosophlcal. Comparative (2nd, ed.1 
Bnglewood Cl i f f s , New Jerseys Irentice Hall, Inc. , 1971)• p. TO*. 

^Roberts, op_. c i t . 
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Thus, physical culture has been considered to be a coavtunity wide pro­
ject rather than a special concern of the schools. It also has been an 
Integral pert of the t o t a l Indoctrination by the Coawnmist Party leaders 
and consequently sport permeates the entire Soviet society. 1° t i l . 12,13J-4 

Since the 1930's a central group, controlled by the Communist Party, 
has organized the sports organisations ln the Soviet Onion. The All-
Onion Council of Physical Culture was established ln 1930 for th i s pur- _. 
pose. In 1936 the All-Onion Committee far Hiysical Culture and Sport \ >' -"! 
Affairs replaced the previous structure unt i l 1959 when the Onion of 
Sport Societies and Organisations (0SS0) was organized. This group has 
been responsible far a l l participation ln physical culture from general 
participation to international competition, including rules and pol ic ies 
for a l l sports soc iet ies and standards for inst itutions regarding the 
preparation of teachers and coaches in physical culture. 15»16 

No one can Init iate a club or society except within the existing 
structure. Thus, the sports clubs or societ ies are usually organized 
by trade unions. Some of these soc ie t ies , which are located throughout 
the Soviet Onion, include Dynamo (Security Pol ice) , Spartak (Producer's 
Cooperative), Burevestnlk (University Students), Loccmtotive (Transpor­
tation Workers). Trud (Laborers), Yodnlk (Marltime~a»ployars), and Tsales 
(Central House of Soviet tasy).-V'^>*--•'** 

Membership dues to these sports societ ies averages 30 to 40 kopecks 
or 32 to 43 United States cents a year. Every leisure pursuit from 
chess to summer holidays are funded by these organizations. Competition 
takes place both within a society and between soc ie t ies , and leagues are 
determined according to the caliber of play with these graded levels 
determining the division champions.2!'2 2'2^ 

The f i r s t nationwide sports society, Dynamo (Fig. 454), was founded 

IPTbid. 

Hftussell Stureebeckar, "Physical Education in Russia," Physical 
Education Around the World 5 (1971)i69. 

12van Dalen and Bennett, op_. c i t . 

13c. Lynn Yendlen and John E. Nixon, The World Today in Health, 
Physical Education, and Recreation (Snglawood Cl i f f s , New Jerseyt 
Prentice-Hall, Inc . , 1968), p. 355. 

l^John N. Washburn, "Sport aa a Soviet Tool," Foreign Affairs 
34 (April 1956)i490. 

15vendien and Nixon, op_. c i t . , p. 356. 

*-°Van Dalen and Bennett, op_. c i t . , p. 314 

ITWrlght Miller, Who Are the Russians! (Londoni Faber and Faber, 
1973). 

ISsturzebecknr, op. c i t . , p. 80. 

19vendlen and Nixon, op_. c i t . . p. 359. 
2°?. Sobolev, L. Borodin*, and C. Korobkov, Sport ln the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (Moscow• Foreign languages Publishing House, 
1958). 

^ f l n » T i op. c i t . 
^Hsnry W. Morton, Soviet Sport (New Tcrki Collier Books, 1963). 
23stursebecksr, op_. cit., p. 79. 
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