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THE RARE 1924 OLYMPIC GAMES CANCELLATION
by Henri Trachtenberg - 7 rue Jean Bonnefoix, 94200 Ivry/Seine France

During the 1924 Olympic Games, the Frence post office used the
‘‘STADE Olympique’’ cancellation, and apparently due to its simplicity,
it became a mark for the forger’s art.

Today, forgeries of this cancellation can readily be found on covers
containing the full set of stamps. The forged cancellation is not to
difficult to recognize, if you have a genuine cover for comparison, but on
the other side, you really never know if you have a genuine cover.

Following the simple rules listed you can detect whether or not your
cover is a forgery. In the genuine covers there is no hyphen between
the date, thusly the date would read:

5 7
24

but on a forged cover there is a hyphen between the dates and it would
read:

5 =7
24

Further in the ‘24’, the numeral ‘4’ is rather thick in the genuine can-
cellation while in the forgery the ‘4’ is somewhat thinner and narrower.

There are a few other differences, and once you have a genuine cover
you will do well to notice and mark these characteristics. But for the
time being, we wanted :ro make you watchful when acquiring this rarity.

I would appreciate hearing from collectors who have forgeries of this
cover. o
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by SHERWIN PODOLSKY &

"Sport in Latvian Philately" is the feature article by A.
Petrevics in the June/October, 1980 issue of The Latvian Collector.
Postal cachets, cancellations and vignettes are fully illustrated
covering Olympics and sports from 1914 through 1940. Reference is
also made to articles appearing in past issues of the magazine.

The earlier articles discuss the items in greater depth. Illustrations
are profuse and articles are thoroughly entertaining and scholarly.
Single issue copies are available at $3.00 each postpaid from Mr.
Petrevecs at P. 0. Box 314, El Cajon, CA. 92022.

Priced at a hefty $5.00 1s the auction catalog of the Philip E.
Baker collection of classic and neo-classic First Day Covers.
The price includes the prices realized at the auction scheduled for
December 13, 1980. The catalog, however, is exceptional. It is
well bound and laid out with almost every lot illustrated. There
are 55 lots alone of 1932 Olympic FDCs including some cachets not
in the SPI 1932 handbook nor in the Planty catalog. Readers
interested should order from American Philatelic Brokers, Inc.,
P. O. Drawer 10380, Bradentown, Florida 33507.

Beautiful color postcards in sets of 10 featuring sports
of the People's Republic of China are available with English captions
for only $1.25 pet set of ten different. Subjects include swordplay,
Chinese boxing, etc.. The price is postpaid only in the USA.
Overseas orders should allow extra for postage. The real challenge
would be to try to get these postcards postally used with appropriate
stamps. Anyone care to try?

Much speculative fever has_left the market. Buy prices for
British, Channel Islands, Australia are seldom advertised in
overseas and trade magazines. This suggests more competitive
prices for basic stamps and sets. Sounds like a good time to fill
in the gaps.

I have a surplus supply of blue and white official labels
for the 1980 Winter Olympics at Lake Placid. Readers wishing a copy
or two can send me a stamped, self-addressed envelope with a request.
A nice commemorative on your envelope is appreciated.

At the time of the David Feldman auction scheduled for November
8, 1980 featuring 620 lots of Olympic material, the Swiss franc
had a value of about 61¢. On December 20, 1980 it had a value of
about 56¢, reflecting a decline of about 10%. The upward revaluing
of the US dollar as a result of market forces responding to very
high interest rates in the USA will make foreign goods a little
cheaper to US buyers.

Complete results are not in yet, but a few realizations at
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the Feldman auction are known. A cover to.. USA from Sweden with
the very rare postal cachet "JEUX OLYMPIQUES - STOCKHOLM 1912 - LE
29 JUIN-22 JUILLET" in two 1lines within a box-type frame realized
2400 Swiss francs against an estimate of 400 Swiss francs. To this
must be added 121% buyer's commission. Figuring the Swiss franc

at 60¢, this comes to US$1620 including commission. The cover had
numerous filing pinholes and some toning.

A collection of 50 different 1932 2¢ Lake Placid precancels
realized 300 Swiss francs against an estimate of 150 Swiss francs,
not including commission. A 1928 Amsterdam Huygens postal card
with Olympic committee cachet, unused with 3¢ denomination, cachet
in black realized 480 Swiss francs, without the buyer's commission.
Two 1924 French covers with slogan cancels (Le Havre and Paris
rue des Halles) realized 360 Swiss francs, without buyer's
commission. More complete detalls will be reported later.

Readers seeking a source of supply of sport literature might
write to the Sports Library, University of Notre Dame, Notre
Dame, Indiana and inquire about surplus books for sale. They some-
times have surplus copies of obsolete Olympic reports. They must
be understaffed as replies are sometimes slow. Patience helps.

Sports collectors and enthusiasts are often health conscious.
Many collectors are taking up the stamps and postmarks promoting
the anti-smoking campaign. I have already written to Postmaster
Bolger requesting that the US Postal Service issue anti-smoking
stamps. In the meantime, a label with a rather dramatic design
is available from John B. Denune, 234 East Broadway, Granville,
Ohio 43023. The labels are printed in sheets of 25 imperforated.
However, a stamp mount cutter such as made by Showgard, Hawid or
Scott quickly and easily semrates the labels. Send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to Mr. Denune and ask for a sample label
and information as to availability. He also has cacheted envelopes
available with the same design. They are inexpensive.

The address of the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee
is 10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 630, Los Angeles, California
90067. I visited the office last week. It is rather small, but
they are looking for larger quarters already. A Fine Arts committee
will not be established for another six months to one year. I am
attempting to find out about things of interest to Olympic
collectors (labels, meters, other collectibles) and will report my
findings in future articles.

When writing to any of the persons or organizations mentioned,
let them know you read about it in the Journal of Sports Philately
in my column. Thanks.

December 20, 1980
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