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THE OLDEST IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE ~~~~~~~~~vsssse
by John B. Jones, Jr., Eaglebrook School, Deerfield, Mass.

While the Olympics was full on its way in ancient Greece to becoming
the spectacle it is in modern times, the Americas were just in the infant
stages of developing their own sports noteriety.

Many modern sports enthusiasts today are attempting to justify the
origins of the modern versions of basketball or even soccer with a game

which apparently originated in Central America. My interest in archeology,
particularly in this area of the world, has taken me to most of the Maya

ruins in Mexico, Guatemala, and Honduras, and my obvious association
with sports has subtly led me to the ballcourts in each ruin. Of course,
only the larger and more important ceremonial centers of the Maya world
had ballcourts, and many of these are not even excavated much less re-
stored.

While there certainly is little question the ballgame did in fact exist as
evidenced by the numerous scupltures and pottery art found in Middle
America, there seems to be some misunderstanding of its exact function
and the rules of the game in various locales. It is safe to say the major-
ity of the ballcourts looked like the one pictured here in the Honduras
(fig. 1) souvenir sheet. This particular site is at Copan just across the
Guatemalan border, and the sloping walls were used to play the ball off
the sides.

The aim of the Maya game appeared to be attempting to hit one or more
markers located in the center of the court. In the souvenir sheet you are
able to see the first two of three markers, the originals of which are
pictured below (figs. 2, 3 & 4) and are to be found in the museum in the

village of Copan. In other Classic Maya sites such as Tikal and particular-
ly Yaxchilan, markers also apparently were used.
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Fig. 3
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Markers for Copan ballcourt. Removed from ballcourt and are found in the
museum in the village of Copan. These show artistic representations of
ballgame action.

Often the grand old ballcourt at Chichen Itza which so many tourists
identify as tﬁe epitome of the game itself is said to represent the Maya

. game. Here is where some disagreement among archeologists themselves
comes into play. Chichén Itza is not itself a Maya site but a city which
was abandoned by the Maya and built over by the Toltecs, a bloodthirsty
and warlike people from north of Mexico City who migrated south and then
east and were known in Yucatan as the Itzas. The use of the hoop in
ballcourts such as Chichén Itza and the continuing restoration of the court
at Uxmal pictured below (fig. 5) indicates to what extent the game had
evolved in some 600 years. In cities located in the Petén jungle of
Guatemala where ballcourts were prominent features of every show no such
evolution as the Classic Maya collapse was a finality in this region.
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Partially restored ballcourt at Uxmal. Note the architectural evolution

between Copan and Chichén Itza. The ‘slopes have appeared but the
walls are much higher than most Classic Maya courts. The Toltecs took

over Uxmal as well after the Classic Maya abandonment.
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Eloborately dressed Moya boll game players
of 1200 A.D. trying to score o point by knock-
ing the rubber ball through one of the stone
“hoops.”

The ballplayer himself as depicted on the 1968 Dahomey Olympic issue
(fig. 6) gives us an idea of the garb the player had to wear, The ball it-
self was rubber and of varying sizes according to archeological evidence,
The player was well-padded around the hips and knees for use of hands
was forbidden. Whether it was placing it through the hoop as the Toltecs
were required to do to win, or to hit one or more markers in the center of
the Maya courts, the game necessitated some skill and strength.

The function of the game itself was obviously liturgical among the
Mayas, and it was an important part of religious festivities. There is no
real evidence the Mayas sacrificed the winner or loser of the game, but
there is little doubt the Toltecs at Chichén and other post-Classic sites
did away with either the winner or loser, most likely the latter.

Little emplasis has been given this most important of all historical
sports even by 'Central American philately. This was perhaps the most
widely played game in the world in one form or another before the 1500’s.

NEXT DAVID FELDMAN OLYMPIC AUCTION

November, 1980 is scheduled for the specialized Olympic auction
by David Feldman, Case Postale 81, 1213 Onex, Geneva, Switzerland.

The auction in May, 1980 is supposed to be a general one.
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New Issue Column

bys: Joe Schirmer; Assoce. Editor

The Bulgarian Postal authorities wish to clarify the following
dates of issue:

7/31/79 Moscow Summer Olympics

10/2/79 "Locomotive" sports club

10/20/79 Lake Placid Winter Olympics

EDITCRS NOTES: For political or diplamatic reasons, the stamps &
souvenir sheets of Cubaj; North Korea; Viet Nam
are prohibited in the US as aprt of a general
embargo against the importation of goods from
certain countries,

SCOTT CATALOGUE NUMBERS
(Note: a few members wrote and asked that this feature be
contimed)

Canada downhill skiing #8L8

Jamaica golf #L66

Singapore soccer #332

Tokelau rugby & cricket #6972

Albania Liberation Spartakaid #1911-1915
Benin Pre-Olympics L37-438

Djibouti Pre-Olympics #L98=500

Egwpt Military Shooting #1119

Greece golfing #1325

Mauritania Pre=Olympics L27<l31

Syria 8 Med. Games #862-86l

Romania Summer Olympics #2862-2868

Togo Winter Olympics #1035-1037 3 C392-C395

I can furnish a listing of the various plate mmbers for United
States (only) Olympic and sports issues. 50¢ in mint postage
will bring you the liste.

ANDORRA (FRENCH) 9 Febe 1980 lake Placid Olympics 1.80 Fr
crosg country skier; Design: J.Jubert; sheet
of 2

BRITISH VIRGINI ISIANDS 23 Feb, 1980 Rotary Club Athletic leet
L stamps & s/s showing athletic events
sheets of 503 lithographed by Jon.
Enschede en Zonen; Jesign: Waddington
Studios

CHINA (PEOPLE'S REFUBLIC) 13 Feb. 1980 Lake Placid Olympics;
all Iy stamps are 8 fen each and show
speed skating, skiing, figure skating &
Olympic symbols; sheets of 50 in
photogravure
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CHRISTMAS ISIANDS 12 Feb, 1980 20 years of Golf; 20¢ shows Sthe
green & 55¢ shows club house; lithographed by
Format International Security Printers; sheets
of 503 Design: R.G. Barrett

CUBA 20 Feb, 1980 Moscow Olympics; 1¢ weight 1lifting; 2¢ shot putt;
5¢ javelin throw; 6¢ wrestling; 8¢ judo; 10¢ track; 13¢ :
boxing; 30¢ volleyball; 50c s/s showing MISHA & Olympic ringsj .
oﬁ‘se}; Design: J.A. Medinaj 8L9,000 printed & 277,000 printed
for s/s

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 29 Jan, 1980 Moscow Olympics; LOh basketballj 1K
swimming; 2K obstacle course; 3.60K fencing;
Design: I. Strnad; printer: PO Dept Prague: sheets
of 25; rotary press; Engravers:!M.Cndreck; Je
Mracek; Be Housaj M. Ondreck

29 Jan, 1980 International Peace lMarathon
SOH runners; Design: I. Rumansky; Engr. Je Mracek;
rotary press; sheets 50

29 Jan, 1980 Lake Placid Olympics; 1K skiing; 2K
speed skating; 3K bobsledding; Design: I. Strnad;
Engr: J. Hercik; M. Ondreck, sheets 50; photo

DJIBQUTI On 31 Dece 1979 the World Cup Soccer stamps issued 8/11/77
were withdrawn from postal sales.

Previously reported Pre-Olympic soccer stamp is now .
issued imperforated. .

shot
DCMINICA Jan, 1980 Moscow Olympicsi 30§ putt 3 LOZ basketballj;
60¢ swimmer; 32 parallel bars gymnast; $3 s/s marathon
race; Design: Waddington Studios; Printer:House of Questa
lithographed; sheets 50

GERMANY (SAST) 15 Jan. 1980 Lake Placid Olympics; 10 pfg. bobsled
start; 20 pfge. skating pose; 25 pfg. + 10 pfg. ski
Jump sculpture; 35 pfg. speed skating start; DN 1
s/s skiing girls; Design: M. Gottschall;rotogravure;
Designs: by 3R graphic artists

TREMAY.  Feb, 1980 lioscow Clympics 25¢ boxer; LO¢ cyclist; 904 ¥
horse jumping; 32 track & 5L s/s sailing; sheets LO; litho;
Ly House of Questa; Design: Int. House of Questa,

IIDONSIA 12 March 1980 Spice S2iling Races from Amsterdam to
Jakarta; €03 1253150 Rp shows sailing vessels; sheets 100
rotary press;Design S. Subiyanto; 2 s/s sheets of 350 &
550 Rp; Printings 1.5 million with 60,000 of each s/s

JUGOSLOVIA 13 Feb, 1980 Lake Placid Clympics; Le90 Dine speed simter; '
10 Din. cross country skiing; offset in sheets of 9;
Design: M. Rakic
(otes in the futurz the spelling will be"Yugoslonla" as
printed in  catalogues, philatelic periodicals,)
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KOPEL (NERTH) 9 Tec. 1980 lake Placid Olympics; 10Ch pairs skatings
20Ch ice hockey; 30Ch relay team victory; 40Ch cross
country skiing; Ch s/s Ice dance s/s small size;

I Yon large s/s shows the 10,20,30 Ch stamps; offsets
quantities: 25000 perf & 5000 imperf; small s/s
3000 Perf & 5000 imperf and large s/s 25000 perf &
5000 imperfe
LISYA previously reported Junior Cycling event is now issueds idpeff;,
imperf. silver ninature sheets with silver border and 2 deluxd
imperf. s/s

PARAGUAY 20 Dede 1979 Greek Olympic Athletes; G%3 & G54 runners;
G55 scene of 5 fights; G36 Discobolus; 357 & 538 fightess;
G%20 runn~rs; 3510 s/s horse riders; 3325 runners & was
cquipnent; quantities: 35000 stamps & 6200 s/s; Printer:
Litograria Wacional Porto, Portaj 550 sets to UPU; 1000
sets o/p Muestra;

Hloscow Olympics G 325 s/s showing fowing race & symbols;
Design: U, Damhan; 1000 o/p Muestra; S50 sent to UPU;
12,00 printed

RUS3IA lorth Pole Ski Axpedition 25 Dece 1979 G50Kp s/s skiiers
dzsign: Y. Levinovsiki; offset printing by 3Jozn2k of illoscow;
2 aillion copies

RUANDAISE REAUBLIC 10 arch 1980 loscow Olympics; 20¢ gymnast; 30¢
basketball; SO¢ cyelings 3 Fr. boxing; 20Fr
archery; 26 Fr weight lifting; 50 Fr. javelin
throw; 100Fr fencing; desiqgn: C. Bonnewvales
Priater: 3.A. Cartor; offset;

POMEX "80 DLYNPIC CANCE]S st minasnesnsninenmmor ol

Two cacheted covers are available with the theme of the exhibit
“*Saluting Olympics and Olympic Athle tes.’’ These are franked with the
Summer and Winter Olympic stamps as follows: a set of four covers with
a single Summer Olympics stamp on each with the special exhibit can-
cellation —$2, one cover with a block of four summer Olympic stamps —
$1.50, set of four covers each with one of the Winter Olympic stamps and
the exhibit cancel —$2, one cover with a block of four Winter Olympic
stamps —1.50, number ten S.A.E. required with all orders. These may
be ordered from: Ray Patton, Apt. 202, 1055 West Main St., Stroudsburg,
PA 18360.

g88¢8958848268848¢2685¢8¢8¢8¢5459888¢89888¢8
1980 LAKE PLACID WINTER OLYMPICS CANCELLATIONS

The Pictorial Eleven Journal, THE OBLITERATOR, reviews the 46
special cancellations marking the 1980 Lake Placid Winter Olympics.
All the cancellations are illustrated. Also included are the names of all
the athletes winning, Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals and a scoreboard
of final medal standings by country. A sample copy of the journal is
available at $1.00 from the editor: Wesley Smith, Box 4040, Downey, CA
90241.
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LETS POOL OUR OLYMPIC AND SPORTS KNOWLEDGE
Edited by Edward B. Epstein

Sports and Olympic philatelists have, collectively, a great
deal of knowledge, which when pooled. can be of mutual :
benefit. Questions concerning sports and Olympic philately
will be assigned a number and published in JSP. Resxonses
to questions will be printed in subsequent issues. Address
all questions to your editor: Edward B. Epstein, Paterson
Board of Education, 33 Church Street , Paterson,N,J,07505
U.S.A.

A-58 Joseph Schirmer who is doing a detailed study of
Bonacossa medal, provides addition information
about the award as reproted in the Nov-Dec 1979
issue of JSP 1In addition to the jurists mention-
ed before, the followiginalso served as judges:
Condarelii, Cronsjo, ardos, Olsen, Samaranch,
Sekimoto, Heyden, and Versan.

There was also a famous and rare Bonacossa meter
mark issued in 1952 when the first medal was
awarded.

The following is an additional listing of stamps
which won awards:

1954-2nd place: Gymmast §Scott 940-Bulgaria)
3rd place: Gymnasts (Scott 348 354,355-San

Marino)
1956-1st place: Sailing (Scott 358,385- San Marino
2nd place: Olympic trophy (Scott 298-Nether-

lands
3rd place: Mountain Climbing (Scott 631-
Japan)

1957-1st place: Gymnast (Scott 3ll-Liechenstein)
2nd place: Gymnastics (Scott 308-11-Liech;:-
ste
3rd place: 12th Athletic Games (Scott 639-4
Japan)

In 1958 no winner was announced but Israell's
Maccabiah issue (Scott 137) was a contender.

Although Fioretti tried to revive the Bonacossa
awards in 1962 his efforts never materialized.

A - 67 A sword superimposed over a wreath and swastika,the
Storm Troopers ( S.A.) Sports Badge, on the August
8, 1942 German issue (Scott 582) commemorates
"Wehrkam htage” of the S.A.- the period between
August 12 and September 15, 1942 when sporting
events of a largely military nature were held in
various German towns for the Storm Troopers who em=-
phasized physical culture, development, and athletic
competition.
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During these comgetitions the S.A. Sports medal,
illustrated on the stamp, was earned by those indi-
viduals who gave proof of proficiency in various
exercises. The highly coveted badge could only be
retained after repeated annual proof of passing a
high level of competency in long jumping,sprinting,
swimming, small arms fire, and hand granade throw-

ing.
One of the hallmarks of the National Socialist move-
ment was the promotion of a healthy body through

physical education. Nazi Germany instituted a

strong physical education program. In addition to a
formal school athletic training program many Nazi
organizations, such as the Hitler Youth (H.J.) and
their female counterpart The League of German
Girls (b.d.M.), promoted physical development.Every
German male, over eighteen years of age, was expect-
ed to earn the S.A. Sports Medal. Females who marr-
ied i.s. men were required to hold the Reich Sports
Medal.

As early as 1938 the post publicized National Sport
Meetings of the S.A.. A postal card, imprinted with
the head of a Storm Trooper, publicized the July 15
-17, 1938 National Sports Meeting of the S.A.. A
Stendal postmark,dated Aug.20,1942,duplicating the
S.A. Sports Medal was a handstamp used in one of
the towns holding the 'Wehrkamptage'' event.:

A - 70 The likeness of Spiridon Loues, Olympic winner of
‘ the 1896 marathon has graced atleast three stamp
issues. To commemorate the 1960 Rome Olympic games
Haiti issued an August 18, 1960 set. Two of the
values ( Scatt 462,C165), and their souvenir sheet
(Scott Cl65A) giCCures, in an oval insert, Loues
leading the Athens April 15, 1896 victor's parade
by the French magazine illustrator Andre Castaigne.

Greece honored its 1896 athletic hero as one of two
multi-colored stamps (Scott 1027) issued April 10,
1971 commemorating the 75th anniversary of the rev-
ival of the Olympic games. P.Gravalos and P.Veliss-
anides adapted a 1896 photograph of Spiridon Loues's
agrival in the Athens stadium at the conclusion of
the race.

Thanks to Laurentz Jonker of the Netherlands another
Loues issue has come to light. This one is a blue,
red, and black colored local stamp of the Dutch
Private Post Service (Apeldoorn,Stadspost). It
pictures a full length portrait of the marathoner
in his native costume. In the background, at right,
is the Olympic flame burning in a tripod. To the
. left of the figure the following text is imprinted:
"Spyridon Louis (Gre)', while below right the follow
ing legend reads; ''Goud Marathon 2.58.00.0". The
text on the red border states,''Stadsport Apeldoorn/
15¢/ I. Olympiade/Athens 1896'with the five Olympic
rings. It should be noted that Louis's time, as
noted in the Official Report of the Olympic games
of Athens 1896 is 2 hours, 58 minutes and 50 sec.;
not 2.58.00.0 as imprinted on the Dutch Local.
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SPORTS [o.Xod, 1% ol ] 39,5

by DORIS GOLD

Sports have a wide appeal to almost everyone. One of America’s fav-
orite past times, much more space is devoted to sports in newspapers,
magazines, radio and TV than to any other specif item. The word
‘‘sports’’ can be interperted to mean almost any activity which excercises
the body — through each person may give a different connotation to the
word, as one man’s ‘‘sport’’ could be another man’s ‘‘work.’’

In my role as a cachetmaker, the research for my covers takes me

through diverse avenues — from Revolutionaty War scenes and Space
- Missions to Quilting and Sports. Starting in 1975, my early covers were
all one-of-a-kind handpainted cachets which I did for Special Events or
for FDC. These covers attracted much attention for their colors and
originality, and I received notes from postmasters, etc., who handled them
for cancelling. Not wanting to sell my own collection, I finally found
myself producing limited issue cachets printed in multicolor from my own
original drawings. Herewith is the story of sports, as told by my cachets,
ranging from my early hand painted covers to my present day printed
multicolor designs.

Previous to my first cachet design in the latter part of 1974, I had no
philatelic background, therefore I was free to ''do as I pleased’’, M
interest in sports oriented cachet designs can be seen in my early Slpecial
Event covers. Reading the news of an event which would be to my liking,
I would prepare a cachet and send it to the appropriate city postmaster
requesting a cancel on the date of event. The cover would be franked by
appropriate related stamps (if available).

1@7sr RUNNING

KENTUCKY DERBY
CHYREHILL DPOWNS RALE TRACK

IRSE RALING

Tl R Doris G_m.a
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 803 N. Xnow Avinve
MAY, 3; 0975 SKOK'f, I\.glNQl’ 5.'75

Fig. 1
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The 101st running-of the Kentucky Derby on May.3, 1975, was my first

such venture. The 10¢ Horse racing stamp (Scott 1528) gave me the in-
spiration for my cachet and was used for franking. Fig. 1.

When I heard of the annual Des Plaines River Canoe Marathon held
locally, I could not resist. My design showed a map of the route, a pair

of contestants in the race paddling through the river, foliage in the back-'

ground. The beautiful colors used made this a most attractive design.

Stamps used were Thomas Eakins (133 5) and Marquette (1356), and it beass
a May 18, 1975 Libertyville, IL (starting point of the marathon) four-killer

bar cancel. This is a unique cover which I cheries and each year I look
forward to the marathon with special interest. Fig. 2.
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In early may, 1975, before there was any talk of a commemorative issue,
I heard of the Special Olympics program for retarded children. Here was
something I felt should be recognized — so I did a composite design of
four youngsters in various sports activity. I used the Retarded Children
Can Be Helped (1549) stamp and got a COMPEX May 23, 1975 pictorial d
cancel. Now, more than four years later, I look back at my PRE Special \
Olympics cover (Fig. 3) and place it next to my printed multicolor FDC .
for the Special Olympics issue (1788). ‘‘The Thrill of Competing’’ (each
contestant gets an award) shows the recipient of the medal, participants

special olympics

THE THAILL OF COMPETING
200RLs FoL2
iy

Fig. 4

in different sports, and an enlarged view of the medal Fig. 4.
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Doris Gowd
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Fig. 6

Various other events were cacheted in similar manner, including two
which are taken from my ‘'Travel Around the World Without Leaving the
United States’’ (depicting the customs, costumes and events of different
ethnic backgrounds). These are Grandfather Mountain Highland Games

(Fig. 5) and Days in Spain Fiesta (Fig. 6).

Experimenting with my new techniques in drawing ‘small’ and still

getting the desired details was really a challenge to me, as my previous

artistic endeavors had been painting murals in homes and businesses,

with up to 20 feet of wallspace, and here I was drawing on 4 x 8’’ envel-
opes! Sports took a side seat for a while as I became involved with my
series of cachets for the American Revolution Bicentennial, but when the
1976 Olympic block of fours stamps were announced, I /:as at it again.

In my search for ideas for my cachet designs, I read about this young
Romanian gymnast, Nadia Comeneci, whose grace and form captured my

e

eye. I did several different poses of this ‘‘unknown’’ (at that time)

athlete. Figs. 6A, 7, 8, 9.
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I also did several other cachet designs showing speed skaters,
gymnasts and a composite drawing of them all. Figs. 10, 11, & 12.

A PHWTED
MU LTICoLCr—
SRR T

Fig. 10

At that time all covers had to be sent in previous to issue date for FDC
cancellations (the two week grace period had not yet been instituted).
So all my Olympic covers were sent to await USPS FDOI cancels. Can
you imagine my surprise, when Nadia performed her series of ‘10’ scores
at the Olympic Games, while my covers were in for servicing. Call it
premonition, or what you like - it was most exciting to watcE such superb
motion and grace - and at the same time I felt a personal attachment for
selecting her as my model on some of my covers.
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My colorful handpainted covers attracted much attention whereven they
were seen, and many times | was approached to sell my covers. But being
that they were mostly one-of-a-kind, I would not part with them. This was
my collection. To accomodate philatelic collectors who wanted DORIS
GOLD CACHETS represented in their collections, I started producing
limited printings in multicolor, cachet designs for most U.S. commemora-
tive issues and some special events. All of the cachets are original
drawings, hand lettered and well researched, with even the color separa-
tions for printing done by the artist, Those available First Day Covers
which fall into the category of Sports include the 1979-89: Special
Olympics; 10¢ Decathlon Postal Card; Summer Games Block/4; Winter ‘
Games Block/4.
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Mo collection on Sports would be complete without a Doris Gold Cachet.
Above listed covers are available from the artist. Include a large self-

addressed stamped envelope or address label plus return Fostage on all
orders. SASE for list of other available covers. Doris Gold, 8036 N.Knox

Avenue, Skokie, IL 60076.
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IMOS
by :
Sherwin Podolsky

IMOS or the Internationale Motivgruppen Olympiaden und Sport
is the Cerman-language European counterpart of SPI. Its organization
is entirely separate of course but we share a common area of interest.
IMOS has been reported before in the pages of JSF. However, new
SPI members may be interested in learning about IMCS. Others may be
interested in knowing what is happening across the water.

There is little question that interest in topicals, especially
Clympics and sport, is far greater in Zurope and in Germany in
particular than it is in USA. The February 1980 bulletin has
over 50 pages. Included are 12 pazes of new sport cancellations

documented by SPI member Manfred Winternheimer. Manfred 2ergman
writes an article "QUO VADIS, OLYMPIC COLLECTCR" and outlines

specialty areas for the serious student. There are several
pages on sport postal stationery, two pages on an ice hockey
catalog by J. Prokopiu and three pages on a handball catalog
by G. Bethke.

IMOS has started to offer FDC's and covers related to Clympics
all with German stamps and cancellations. The prices are modest.

There areannouncements of stamp shows of topical interest.

The big one is MOTIVA '80, May 1-4 at Stuttgart. Ten special items
are planned, two of which relate to Olympics.,

There are six pages of small advertisements which are placed
free to members. I count 14 members usinz this service, one taking
a whole page, This is an excellent opportunity to make contacts.

Membership costs 15DM or about 39.00 per year. The treasurer

{s Herbert Huber, Justus-von-Liebiz-3trasse 17, 5707 Schifferstadt,
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